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Abstract

Recently, the whole world has faced a new type of coronavirus. The virus, called Covid-19, which was first seen in
Wuhan, China and started to spread rapidly to other countries, has come to a halt all around the world due to its high
spreading rate and being a deadly virus. In the face of the situation that has turned into a universal public health
crisis, some countries have reduced their commercial relations with other countries and even international travel
restrictions have been introduced in many countries. Since almost all countries close their borders and stop
international travel, international tourism activities have also lost their dynamism. In this study, the first effects of the
novel coronavirus on tourism were tried to be determined. For this purpose, the number of foreign tourists coming
to Hong Kong from some countries and continents in January 2020 was compared with the data of January of the
last five years with the help of graphics. As a result of the research, it has been determined that the number of
foreign tourists visiting Hong Kong in January 2020 has decreased significantly compared to January of the last five
years. In addition, when compared with the SARS virus seen in 2003, it was observed that the novel coronavirus had
more negative effects on airway transportation and the number of passengers coming to Hong Kong.
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Yeni Koronaviriis (Kovid-19) Pandemisinin Hong Kong'a Gelen Tutist Sayis1 Uzerindeki
Etkilerinin Son Bes Yilin Verilerine Gore Kargilagtirmali Bir Analizi

Ozet

Son giinlerde tiim diinya yeni tip bir koronaviriisle karst karstya kalmistir. Ilk kez Cin'in Wuhan kentinde gbriilen ve
diger tlkelere hizla yayilmaya baslayan kovid-19 adli virtisin gerek yayilma hizinin yiiksek olmasi gerekse 6limciil bir
viris olma 6zelligi tasimast nedeniyle tim diinyada hayat neredeyse durma noktasina gelmistir. Evrensel bir halk
sagligt krizi haline déniisen durum karsinda bazi tlkeler diger tilkelerle olan ticari iliskilerini azaltmis ve hatta pek ¢ok
tlke de uluslararasi seyahat kisitlamalatr getirilmistir. Hemen hemen tiim tlkelerin birbitlerine sinirlarim kapatmasi ve
uluslararast seyahatleri durdurmasi nedeniyle 6zellikle uluslararasi turizm faaliyetleri de dinamikligini yitirmistir. Bu
caligmada yeni tip koronaviriisin turizme olan ilk etkileri tespit edilmeye calistimustir. Bu amagla 2020 yilinin Ocak
ayinda bazt tlke ve kitalardan Hong Kong'a gelen yabanci turist sayilari, son bes yilin Ocak ay1 verileri ile grafikler
yardimuyla kiyaslanmaya calisilmigtir. Arastirma sonucunda Hong Kong'u 2020 yilinin Ocak ayinda ziyatet eden
yabanct turist sayisinin son bes yilin Ocak aylarina gére ciddi oranlarda azaldigs tespit edilmistir. Ayrica 2003 yilinda
gortilen SARS virtst ile karsilastirildigy, yeni tip koronavirtstin havayaolu tasimaciligt ile Hong Kong'a gelen yolcu
sayist izerinde daha olumsuz etkiler yarattigr goriilmustir.
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Introduction

Tourism, which is the fastest growing sector in the world today and considered as an important
source of income for many countries; it is known that it has a very sensitive structure against external
events such as epidemics and natural disasters (Teitler-Regev, Shahrabani, & Goziker, 2013, p. 84). In
particular, international tourism activities can be affected by a number of negative events that can occur
both in the destination itself and in competing destinations. In this respect, it can be said that tourism
demand is particularly sensitive to security and health problems (Mao, Ding, & Lee, 2010, p. 855). In other
wortds, the eruption of infectious diseases can easily cause tourists to move away from destinations with
infectious disease outbreaks (Maphanga, & Henama, 2019, p. 1).

It is known that statistically infectious diseases account for approximately one third of the causes of
death worldwide. Infectious diseases, especially in many industrialized countries; It is among the leading
causes of death after cancer and heart disease. Despite developments in the pharmaceutical industry,
infectious disease rates are increasing day by day due to changes in human behavior, growing and
increasingly crowded cities, increased trade and travel activities, improper use of certain drugs, and
emerging pathogens (Verikios, Sullivan, Stojanovski, Giesecke, & Woo, 2011, p. 2). For these reasons,
with the count of international tourists expected to reach 1.8 million by 2030, the risk of visitors to
epidemics increases gradually. Especially after the severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) seen in
2003, Influenza A (HIN1) that emerged in 2009 and the fatal Middle East respiratory syndrome
coronavirus (MERS-CoV) that occurred in the Arabian Peninsula in September 2012, international travel
concept has become a very important subject that needs to be emphasized (Pavli, Tsiodras, &Maltezou,

2014, p. 603).

The SARS virus, which originated in China in 2003, has significantly influenced international
connections and has exhibited the example of the biggest threats and dangers that a pandemic can pose
(Qiu, Chu, Mao, & Wu, 2018, p. 1). The SARS virus, which is described as the first international epidemic
of the 21st century and infected many people living in 26 different countries in a few weeks, caused a total
of 912 deaths, even though it was rapidly under control (Noy, & Shields, 2019, p. 1). Influenza A (HINT)
pandemic, which emerged in 2009 and affected 214 countries and killed at least 18.449 people, ended in
August 2010, just like SARS (Verikios, McCaw, McVernon, & Harris, 2010, p. 1). Just ten years later, the
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) coronavirus, which appeared in Saudi Arabia in April
2012, affected more than 1,200 people in 24 different countries, primarily in the Middle East, and killed
more than 400 people (Rodriguez-Morales, MacGregor, Kanagarajah, Patel, & Schlagenhauf, 2020, p. 1).
The EBOLA epidemic in West Africa, one of the most deadly outbreaks, has spread to six different
countries and has caused more than 11,000 people to die, according to 2014 reports (Jung, Park, Hong, &
Hyun, 2016, p. 1). The novel coronavirus (Covid-19), which has been very busy in the world in recent
days, first appeared in Wuhan, the capital of China's Hubei province in December 2019, and spread to
many countries, mainly Asia, and within a few months, a global public health turned into a crisis. As of
March 8, 2020, the total count of confirmed cases worldwide reached 106,369. Although it is based in
China, the virus, which has turned into an important epidemic in other countries and regions, has
managed to influence many countries, especially Korea, Iran, Italy, Spain and United States. COVID-19,
which has turned into an international public health crisis; although it has a lower killing effect compared
to SARS and MERS, it has caused fear, anxiety, and panic all over the world because it is highly
contagious (Ruiz Estrada, Park, & Lee, 2020, p. 2).

In this study, the first effects of the novel coronavirus (covid-19) on tourism, which has a very
sensitive structure and can be affected by many external factors, are tried to be revealed. In this context,
the count of foreign tourists visiting Hong Kong, a special administrative region affiliated to the People's
Republic of China, in January 2020, was compared with the data of January of the previous five years and
the first effects of the virus on the count of foreign tourists arriving in Hong Kong were interpreted
through graphs.

Literature Review

When the tourism literature is examined, the following studies dealing with epidemics and tourism
have been reached:

Wilder-Smith (2006) aimed to examine the effect of the SARS virus on travel and tourism. On the
other hand, he stated that the SARS virus is mixed with travel and that the virus first affected travelers. In
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addition, in the study, it was stated that there was a significant decrease in international travels due to
SARS in 2003. In the conclusion part of the research, it is emphasized that if the SARS virus reappears,
the epidemic can be more easily controlled when the lessons learned from the last outbreak are applied.

Pavli et al. (2014) discussed the Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV), which
causes a serious lower respiratory tract infection in humans, in the context of travels focused on
epidemiology and prevention. As a result of the research, it was stated that local health officials should
provide more hospital hygiene. In addition, it was stated that more precautions should be taken in this
research, which investigates the reasons why visitors do not comply with the rules and recommendations
published by Saudi authorities.

Ceti and Unliiénen (2019) tried to evaluate the impact of crises caused by epidemic diseases on the
tourism sector. It has been stated that crises defined as unforeseen events in the research cause losses in
the tourism sector in terms of count of tourists and tourism income, and one of the main causes of these
crises is epidemic diseases. In addition, it was stated in the study that epidemic diseases negatively affect
the destination image and this situation creates a feeling of insecurity in tourists. In the study in which the
effects of health crises due to epidemic diseases on the tourism sector atre tried to be examined, foot and
mouth disease, SARS, Avian Influenza, Swine Influenza and Ebola outbreaks were discussed. According
to the findings of the study, outbreaks have a significant impact on the count of tourists in the countries
and it has been determined that the count of incoming tourists has decreased in the year or the following
year when the first case related to the epidemic was observed.

Acar (2020) aimed to determine the current and future effects of the epidemic that emerged in
Wuhan, China, which has been identified as the new coronavirus (COVID-19), on tourism activities. In
this context, in the research; The data and instructions that are constantly updated and shared instantly on
the official website of the World Health Organization (WHO) regarding the epidemic, which poses a
serious threat to the public health in terms of its effects, were examined through document analysis
method. As a result of the research, it is stated that the new coronavirus will create damages that can be
felt for a long time in the economies of the country and the tourism sector will be directly affected by
these losses.

In the study conducted by Zeng, Carter and De Lacy (2005), the negative effects of the SARS
outbreak in China in 2003 were discussed. In addition, the effects of different short-term crises on tourism
were reviewed and it was emphasized that tourism companies could overcome this short-term crisis with
new motivations.

McAleer, Huang, Kuo, Chen and Chang (2010) investigated the effects of human deaths from SARS
and Avian Influenza on international tourists coming to Asia. As a result of the research, it was
determined that the SARS epidemic has a more important effect on international tourists than Avian
Influenza.

Mao, Ding, and Lee (2010), after the SARS outbreak; It aimed to review and compare foreign tourists
from Japan, Hong Kong and the USA to Taiwan. In the research, some basic suggestions have been
presented for the improvement of post-epidemic tourism.

Maphanga and Henama (2019) examined the effect of Ebola on African tourism in their studies. In
the study, where the economies and tourism of the countries affected by the epidemic were also affected
negatively after the Ebola epidemic occurred in West Africa, it was emphasized that the African
destination lost its competitive power especially after the epidemic.

Ying, Wang, Liu, Wen and Goh (2020) stated that there is a fatal connection between the new
coronavirus (covid-19) and wildlife consumption in tourism. In this context, especially in the study
examining the motivations and destination choices of gastronomic tourists, it was emphasized that visitors
tend to consume wildlife and other exotic cuisine products directly and as a result, innovation-seeking
behavior invites health risks. As a result of the study, it is stated that despite the legal efforts of
international governments to control the consumption of wild and exotic animals, the demand of
gastronomic tourists continues to increase and global epidemics such as SARS, HIN1 and Covid-19 have
emerged.
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Research

The main purpose of this research is to reveal the first effect of the novel coronavirus (covid-19) on
tourism. For this purpose, the focus of the research was Hong Kong, the special administrative region of
China. The closeness to Wuhan city where the virus was first seen and the high tourism potential can be
stated as the main reasons for Hong Kong being the subject of our research. In this context, data on the
count of foreign tourists coming from some countries and continents to Hong Kong in January of the last
five years were discussed and the changes that occurred on a yearly basis were tried to be interpreted by
comparing with 2020. The "Visitors by country and regions report" published by "The Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Census and Statistics Department” was used to obtain data on
the count of foreign tourists coming to Hong Kong.

Data on the Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving in Hong Kong from Some Countries and
Continents in January of the Last Five Years and 2020

When the data of the last five years are analyzed, the total count of foreign tourists coming to Hong
Kong from "Africa", "America", "Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific", "Europe", "Middle
East", "North Asia", "South and Southeast Asia" and "Taiwan" is 1.038.925 people in January 2015,
1.105.675 people in January 2016, 1.038.473 people in January 2017, January 2018. It is seen that there are
1.145.118 people in January 2019 and 1.127.259 people. However, in January 2020, it is seen that the total
count of foreign tourists visiting Hong Kong from the relevant regions has decreased approximately by
half, to 590.469 people.

Table 1. Data on the Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving in Hong Kong from Some Countries and Continents in
Jannary of the Last Five Years and 2020

Total Count of Foteiém Tourists Arriving in Hong Kong

anua anua anua anua anua anua
From ! ool ! 016 ! 017 ! 2008 ! 2019ry ! 2020 Total Arivals
Africa 12591 12.085 9.408 10.500 9.987 6.585 48.565
America 136906 141967 143372 149568  150.807  101.048 686.852
Australia, New
Zealand and the 66.155 61.800 58.895 70.819 74.124 48.224 313.862
South Pacific
Europe 149626 159926 152130 165055 159169 _ 113.913 750.191
Middle East 15.118 15.664 12.714 16.013 12.743 8.779 65.918
North Asia 220594 238302 232426 273923 273680  78.500 1.096.831
i‘;}:h and Southeast o160 301606 265508 302042 286974 147123 1.304.153
Taiwan 155775 174325 164020 156300 159680 86297 740.622
Total Arrivals 1.038.925 1105675  1.038.473 | 1.145.118  1.127.259 _ 590.469 5.006.994

Source: The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Census and Statistics Department-

Visitor arrivals by country/tegion of residence (Hong Kong Tourism Board), January 2020.
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Graphic 1. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from Africa to Hong Kong in January of the Last Five Years and

2020
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As can be seen in Graphic 1; it is seen that 12.591 people in January 2015, 12.085 people in January
2016, 9.408 people in January 2017, 10.500 people in January 2018 and 9.987 people in January 2019 came
to visit Hong Kong from Africa. However, it is seen that this count decreased significantly in January 2020
to 6.585 people and this count was the lowest in the last five years.

, 5 149.568 150.897

101.048
m Total Count of Foreign
Tourists Arriving from
America to Hong Kong

January  January January January January  January
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Graphic 2. Total Count of Foreign Tonrists Arriving from America to Hong Kong in Jannary of the Last Five Years
and 2020

As can be seen in Graphic 2; it might be said that 136.906 people in January 2015, 141.967 people in
January 2016, 143.372 people in January 2017, 149.568 people in January 2018 and 150.897 people in
January 2019 came to visit Hong Kong from America. However, it is seen that this count decreased
significantly in January 2020 to 101.048 people and this count was the lowest in the last five years.
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Graphic 3. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific to Hong Kong
in Jannary of the Last Five Years and 2020

In Graphic 3; it is apparent that 66.155 people in January 2015, 61.800 people in January 2010,
58.895 people in January 2017, 70.819 people in January 2018 and 74.124 people in January 2019 came to
visit Hong Kong from Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. However, it is seen that this count
decreased significantly in January 2020 to 48.224 people and this count was the lowest in the last five
years.
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Graphic 4. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from Europe to Hong Kong in January of the Last Five Years and
2020

As can be observed in Graphic 4; it might be stated that 149.626 people in January 2015, 159.926
people in January 2016, 152.130 people in January 2017, 165.053 people in January 2018 and 159.169
people in January 2019 came to visit Hong Kong from Europe. However, it is seen that this count
decreased significantly in January 2020 to 113.913 people and this count was the lowest in the last five

years.
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Graphic 5. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from Middle East to Hong Kong in January of the Last Five
Years and 2020

Graphic 5 depicts that 15.118 people in January 2015, 15.664 people in January 2016, 12.714 people
in January 2017, 16.013 people in January 2018 and 12.748 people in January 2019 came to visit Hong
Kong from Middle East. However, it is seen that this count decreased significantly in January 2020 to
8.779 people and this count was the lowest in the last five years.
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Graphic 6. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from North Asia to Hong Kong in Jannary of the Last Five Years
and 2020

It is apparent in Graphic 6 that 229.594 people in January 2015, 238.302 people in January 2016,
232.426 people in January 2017, 273.923 people in January 2018 and 273.680 people in January 2019 came
to visit Hong Kong from North Asia. However, it is seen that this count decreased significantly in January
2020 to 113.913 people and this count was the lowest in the last five years.
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Graphic 7. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from South and Southeast Asia to Hong Kong in January of the
Last Five Years and 2020

In Graphic 7; it is depicted that 273.160 people in January 2015, 301.606 people in January 2016,
265.508 people in January 2017, 302.942 people in January 2018 and 286.974 people in January 2019 came
to visit Hong Kong from South and Southeast Asia. However, it is seen that this count decreased
significantly in January 2020 to 147.123 people and this count was the lowest in the last five years.
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Graphic 8. Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving from Taiwan to Hong Kong in January of the Last Five Years and
2020

When Graphic 8 is evaluated, it is clear that 155.775 people in January 2015, 174.325 people in
January 2016, 164.020 people in January 2017, 156.300 people in January 2018 and 159.680 people in
January 2019 came to visit Hong Kong from Taiwan. However, it is seen that this count decreased
significantly in January 2020 to 86.297 people and this count was the lowest in the last five years.
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1038925 40567 1038473

590.469 B Total Count of Foreign
Tourists Arriving in
Hong Kong

January January ]anuary January January  January
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Graphic 9. Data on the Total Count of Foreign Tourists Arriving in Hong Kong from "Africa", "America",
"Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific”, "Europe", "Middle East", "North Asia", "South and Southeast
Asia" and "Taiwan" in January of the Last Five Years and 2020

Graphic 9 reveals that the total count of foreign tourists coming fromAfrica, America, Australia,
New Zealand and the South Pacific, Europe, Middle East, North Asia, South and Southeast Asia and
Taiwanto Hong Kong decreased to 590.469 people by January 2020.

Comparison of the Effects of SARS Virus and Novel Coronavirus on the Count of Arriving
Passengers to Hong Kong

In the graphic below, the data of 2003, the year in which the SARS virus was seen, and the count of
passengers arriving in Hong Kong by air transport in 2020 were compared.
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Source: Airport Authority Hong Kong (Hong Kong International Airport Civil International Air
Transport Movements of Aircraft, Passenger and Freight).

Graphic 10. Comparison of the Effects of SARS 1Virus and Novel Coronavirus on the Count of Arriving Passengers to
Hong Kong

Compared to 2003, when the SARS virus was observed, the number of passengers arriving in Hong
Kong decreased significantly, especially in February, March, April, May and June 2020. Based on these
data, it can be said that the new type of coronavirus has more negative effects on the count of passengers
coming than the SARS virus.

Conclusion

As it can be understood from our research, it is seen that the resistance of the tourism sector against
epidemic diseases and the crises caused by this reason is quite low. In addition to epidemic diseases, the
sector of tourism is also affected by events such as terrorism and natural disasters very quickly and the
first results of these effects manifest themselves negatively on the count of tourists. If it is evaluated
within the scope of the research; the count of foreign tourists coming to Hong Kong from some countries
and continents decreased significantly in January 2020 due to the novel coronavirus. It can be stated that
especially the decrease in the count of foreign tourists visiting Hong Kong from North Asia is higher than
the count of foreign tourists coming from other regions. From the perspective of Hong Kong, it is seen
that the novel coronavirus has more negative effects on the count of foreign tourists than the SARS
outbreak in 2003. It is highly probable that this virus, which is effective in almost all of the world
countries, affects and will continue to affect many industries negatively. From the first months of 2021, it
is thought that the economic, sociological and psychological effects of Covid-19, as well as its effects on
the tourism sector, will be revealed more and studied. Undoubtedly, like any crisis, this crisis is expected to
end after a certain period of time. However, the results of the virus will remain on the agenda for a long
time. Although the direct and indirect effects of the crisis on the tourism sector will gain more clarity over
the months and years, it might be stated that the evaluation of these initial effects will be important in
realizing the magnitude of the crisis. It is predicted by some experts that tourism, which is affected by
such crises very quickly, will quickly return to its old days and recover.

Ethical Declaration

During the writing process of this study titled “Effects of Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19) Pandemia in Incoming
Tourist Volume of Hong Kong: A Comparative Analysis with Fignres of Last Five Years”, scientific, ethical and
citation rules were followed; no falsification was made on the collected data and this study was not sent to
any other academic publisher for evaluation.
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TURKCE GENIi$ OZET

Insanlik var oldugu ginden bugtine kadar pek ¢ok salgin hastalikla kars1 karsiya kalmis ve bu konuda
ciddi miicadeleler vermistir. 14. ylizyila damgasint vuran ve kara 6lim olarak adllandirilan veba, 19. ve 20.
yuzyillarda en fazla can kaybina neden olan hastaliklarin basinda yer alan Kolera, 2003 yilinda ilk kez Hong
Kong'da gorilen SARS (Agir Akut Solunum Yolu Yetersizligi Sendromu) ve 2012 yilinda Suudi
Arabistan'da tanimlanan ve yeni bir coronaviriisiin neden oldugu bulasict solunum yolu hastaligi olarak
belirtilen MERS (Orta Dogu Solunum Sendromu) bunlardan sadece bir kagidir. 2019 yilinin Aralik ayinda
ise Cin'de tespit edilemeyen bir zatiirre vakasinin Diinya Saglik Orgiitii'ne bildirilmesi ile birlikte tiim
dinya Kovid-19 olarak adlandirdan ve hizla yayilmaya baslayan yeni bir viriisle tanismustir. Bu viris
karsisinda bazi ilkeler, salginin etkili oldugu diger tlkelerle olan ticari iliskilerini azaltmuis, bazi tlkeler ise
seyahat kisitlamalari getirerek viriisiin yayilimina engel olmaya ¢alismis ve alinan bu kararlarin ekonomiye,
glinliik hayata ve ticari faaliyetlere ve 6zellikle turizme yansimalart hizla gbriilmeye baglanmistir.

Bilindigi tizere; turizm sektorii terdr, dogal afetler ve salgin hastaliklar gibi pek ¢ok olumsuz
durumdan olduk¢a ¢abuk etkilenen sektorler arasinda yer almaktadir. Turizm sektériinin bu olumsuz
durumlara karst direncinin ¢ok zayif olmast ve bu tip olaylara ¢ok ¢abuk tepki vermesi, esasen turizmin
uluslararasi ve pek ¢ok degiskene bagl bir aktivite oldugunu géstermektedir. Herhangi bir bélgede yasanan
deprem, sel, firtina, volkanik aktivite ve tsunami gibi dogal afetlerin yant sira kiiresel capta meydana gelen
salgin hastaliklarin yani pandemilerin de turizm sekt6rii ve hareketleri tizerinde olumsuz bir etkiye sahip
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oldugu bilinmektedir. Bazt bélgelerde yada diinya ¢apinda meydana gelen pek ¢ok olay, eski ¢aglardan beri
stiregelen seyahatlerin ve turizm faaliyetlerinin aksamasina yada gegici bir stireyle de olsa duraklamasina
neden olmustur. Bununla birlikte ge¢miste litks ihtiyaglar kategorisinde yer alan, glintimiizde ise zorunlu
ihtiyaglar listesinde kendine yer edinen turizmin sahip oldugu gli¢, meydana gelen bazi olumsuz olaylar
sebebiyle seyahat etmek isteyen bireylerin giivenlik ve saglik kaygilart karsisinda dinamikligini yitirmeye
baslamistir. Bu olumsuz durumlardan biri de salgt hastaliklardir. Ozellikle diinya niifusunun hizla artmast
salgin hastaliklarin gdrillme oranint ve hizli bir yayilim gésterme egilimini gittikce artirmis ve herhangi bir
bolgede ortaya c¢ikan bir salginin tim diinya ilkelerine hizla yayilmasi uluslararast ticari iligkiler ve
seyahatler nedeniyle ivme kazanmustir. Stiphesiz ki ge¢miste de gbrilldigi tizere salgin hastaliklar; pek cok
tilke ekonomisini, bir cok sektori, ticari faaliyetleri derinden etkilemeyi basarmistir. Diger sektérlere kiyasla
turizm sektérinin dogast geregi bu tiir durumlardan daha ¢abuk etkilendigi de bilinmektedir.

Yeni tip koronavirisiin; ekonomiye, turizme ve ticari faaliyetlere olan etkilerinin tam olarak tespit
edilmesi icin zaman gerekse de bazi tedbitler alma ve gelecegi 6nceden planlayabilme adina ilk etkilerinin
ortaya konulmasinin Onem tastyacagl disinilmistir. Bu distinceye dayanarak arastirmada yeni tip
koronavirisin (kovid-19) turizme olan ilk etkilerinin ortaya cikarlmasi amaglanmistir. Bu kapsamda
aragtirmada sen bes yilin Ocak aylarinda "Afrika", "Amerika", "Avustralya, Yeni Zelanda ve Giiney
Pasifik", "Avrupa", "Orta Dogu", "Kuzey Asya", "Giiney ve Giiney Dogu Asya" ve "Tayvan"dan Hong
Kong'a gelen yabanci turist sayilart incelenmigtir. Arastirmada; 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 yillariun
Ocak aylarinda Hong Kong'a gelen yabanct turist sayilari, 2020 yiliun Ocak ay1 verileri ile karsilastirlmustar.
Yeni tip koronaviriisin (kovid-19) ilk gorildigh yer olan Wuhan kentine olan yakinhigi ve turizm
potansiyelinin yiksek olmasi, Hong Kong'un arastirmaya konu olarak secilmesinin ise temel nedeni
olmustur. Cin'e baglh &6zel yonetim bélgesi olan Hong Kong'a gelen yabanci turist sayilarina ait verilerin
elde edilmesinde "The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Census and
Statistics Department" tarafindan yayinlanan "lkelere ve bolgelere gore gelen ziyaretgiler raporundan
yaratlanilmistir. Aragtirmada 2020 yilinin Ocak ayinda; "Afrika", "Amerika", "Avustralya, Yeni Zelanda ve
Giney Pasifik", "Avrupa", "Orta Dogu", "Kuzey Asya", "Guney ve Giiney Dogu Asya" ve "Tayvan"dan
Hong Kong'a gelen yabanci turist sayisinin geride biraktigimiz son bes yilin Ocak ay1 veriletrine oranla
oldukea diisiik oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bununla bitlikte 6zellikle Kuzey Asya'dan Hong Kong'u ziyaret
etmek icin gelen yabanct turist sayisindaki azalisin diger bolgelerden gelen yabanci turist sayisindaki azalisa
oranla daha fazla oldugu da gbriilmistir. Ayrica Hong Kong acisindan degerlendirilecek olursa; 2003
yilinda gorillen SARS virtsiine oranla yeni tip koronaviriisin (kovid-19) gelen yabanci turist sayisint daha
cok etkiledigi tespit edilmistir. Diinya ilkelerinin neredeyse tamaminda etkili olan bu virisiin pek ¢ok
endiistriyi olumsuz etkiledigi ve etkilemeye devam edecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Ozellikle iletleyen
dénemlerde ve 2021 yilinin ilk aylarindan itibaren yeni tip koronaviriisin; ekonomik, sosyolojik, psikolojik
etkilerinin yani sira turizm sektoriine olan etkilerinin daha ¢ok arastirilacagt ve netlik kazanacag
distntlmektedir. Fakat siphesiz ki her kriz gibi bu kriz de belli bir siire sonra sona erecek ancak ortaya
cikardigt sonuglar itibariyle krizin etkileri uzun siire giindem de kalmaya devam edecektir. Krizin 6zellikle
turizm sektorine dogrudan ve dolayli etkileri aylar ve yillar gectikge daha ¢ok netlik kazanacak olsa da bu
ilk etkilerin degerlendirilmesinin karst karsiya kalinan krizin buytkliginin farkina varilmasinda ve gerekli
tedbirlerin alinmasinda 6nem tastyacagi dustiniilmektedir.

2599



