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Dil egitim ve 6grenimi alamindaki arastirmacilar, dikkatlerini Sozliik (dile ait kelimelerin
ogrenimi) konusu tizerinde yogunlastirmigslardir. Ciinkii bu konu, bir dilde yetkin olmanin esasini teskil
eder ve ister anadil isterse yabanci dil olsun dillerin 6grenimi igin temel bir baslangig sayilhr. Zira
dillerin dgretimi alanindaki modern ¢calismalar, dil becerilerini gelistirme ve dgrenme ile ilgili hedefleri
gerceklestirmede Sozliik’iin onemini vurgulamaktadir. Surast bir gercektir ki ogrenci igin Sozliik’e ait
birikim, dile dair anlama ve tiiretme becerilerini gelistirme konusunda esastir. Ayrica bu birikim, -
Sozliik 6grenim-ogretimi konusunun ilgili oldugu pedagojik sorunlar ve egitime dair zorluklar itibariyle
- dil hakimiyetinin ve dil aracihigiyla bilgi edinim hdkimiyetinin de en onemli unsurudur. Buradan
hareketle ana dili Arapga olmayan bazi Tiirk 6grencilerdeki (Sakarya Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi-
Tiirkiye) morfolojik farkindaligin, onlarin, Arapga zihinsel sozliik gelisimlerine katki derecesini
netlestirmeye ¢alisan bu arastirmanin konusu ortaya gikmistir. Bu konu, dilsel farkindalik ile dillerin
ogrenimi arasindaki iliskiye dair arastirmalarin sonuglarima dayanarak ele almacaktir. Bu itibarla
calismada, farkindalik siireglerinin -ozellikle morfolojik farkindalik- Tiirk ogrencilerde zihinsel sozliik
gelisimine etkisi oldugu ve bunun da anlama ve tiiretme ameliyelerinin yansimalart oldugu varsayimini
teyit edecegiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili, Ana Dili Arap¢a Olmayanlar Icin Arapga Egitimi, Morfolojik
Farkindalik, Zihinsel Sozliik, Zihinsel Sozliik Gelisimi.

Abstract

The researchers’ interest in the field of language teaching and learning was based on the lexicon as
it represents the basis for language proficiency. As a matter of fact, it is considered as a basic input for
learning it whether it is a mother tongue or a second language. Furthermore, recent studies in language
teaching and learning have confirmed the importance of the lexicon in developing language skills and
achieving learning goals. The lexicon is a key factor to the development of the linguistic competencies of
the learner: both at the production and the understanding levels. It is also an important component of
language ownership and acquiring knowledge of it while considering pedagogical problems and the
educational constraints presented by the subject of educational lexicon. Taking into consideration of all
what was mentioned above, we chose the subject of this research, which seeks to authenticate to which
extent the morphological awareness is contributing to the development of the Arabic mental lexicon of
non-Arabic speaking learners (Faculty of Theology at Sakarya University, Turkey), based on the results
of researches on the relationship between linguistic awareness and language learning. We will emphasize
the assumption that sensitive processes, especially morphological awareness, have an impact on the
development of the lexicon. This has also implications on the processes of understanding and production.
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Keywords: The Arabic Language, Teaching of Arabic to Non-native Speakers, Morphological
Awareness, The Mental Lexicon, Development of the Mental Lexicon.

Extended Summary

Learning foreign languages has become increasingly important in recent times, and the Arabic
language occupies a prominent position among the languages of the world. Thus, the demand for
learning it is increasing day after day. Obviously, those who are responsible for teaching and
preparing programs should improve both their teaching methods, their educational programs and
adopt the best experiences to meet the ambitions of the learners to learn Arabic in less effort and
shorter time and more efficient way. Despite the importance of the lexicon in the ability to master the
language, the field of learning lexicon is still new, as many of the practitioners in this field that have
not yet developed enough concepts to build a field of research in this specialty which considers a set of
educational, linguistic and cognitive performances of the learner. In addition, the lexicon courses in
the educational curricula have been fragmented and became less productive in the context of an
education that is governed by a weak time-frame, which is shown only as an exception in the textual
explanation, and is used only as a procedural means for possessing other linguistic competencies.
Proceeding from that, we chose the subject of this research, which seeks to authenticate to which
extent the morphological awareness is contributing to the development of the Arabic mental lexicon
of non-Arabic speaking learners (Faculty of Theology at Sakarya University, Turkey), based on the
results of researches on the relationship between linguistic awareness and language learning. We will
emphasize the assumption that sensitive processes, especially morphological awareness, have an
impact on the development of the lexicon. This has also implications on the processes of
understanding and production. The problem with which this research is concerned is an attempt to
answer general questions, which can be divided into two sections. The first one is related to the
general educational policy adopted in the teaching of Arabic language in the Theology Faculties in
Turkey, such as: -What are the contents of learning directed to achieve the linguistic competencies of
the lexicon and the morphology? The second one is related to the learning process itself, and levels of
cognitive work within the components of the lexicon and the morphology, such as: - Is the Arab
morphological awareness an important variable in the course of the production of speech and
understanding among Turkish learners? The importance of lexicon, its role in the success of linguistic
communication and its complex nature necessitate working on supplying the learner with effective
strategies in order to develop his linguistic vocabulary. Thus, he can solve the communication
problems caused by new or ambiguous words that a learner is often exposed to in the processes of
language learning and use and helps him in enriching his mental lexicon. We therefore expect that
this research will prepare the way for researchers working in this field to develop appropriate and
successful solutions for the development of the mental lexicon of the learners and to identify the
weaknesses and work to remedy them based on recent linguistic cognitive data. This study was based
on a sample of preparatory year students at the Faculty of Theology at Sakarya University, totaling 60
students. To approach the problem of the research, we have relied on the tests technique that we
applied to the study sample. These tests are divided into two parts. The first part is about the
morphological awareness and the second one is about the lexicon; the morphological awareness tests
focus on basic components imposed by the specificity of the Arabic language. These tests aim to
measure the extent of learners' knowledge of the morphological structure of words and the extent of
their ability to rules the formation of words based on morphological and analytical mechanisms.
Concerning the lexicon, it contains two tests. The first one is about the production, and the second
one is about the understanding. The results of the research revealed important correlations between
morphological awareness and the lexicon. These results are consistent with studies that showed that
the lexicon development for the learner is related to his morphological knowledge. Proceeding from
this, it is important to emphasize that the explicit educational activities that are based on developing
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the learner’s awareness to think and monitor the lexicon, considering the linguistic characteristics of
this component, are important factors that contribute to the learners control of lexical competence
and the development of their lexicon continuously. The importance of the lexicon in mastering the
language, and the complex nature of it, emphasizes the necessity of providing the language learner
with effective strategies to develop his lexicon, so that he can solve the problems of understanding and
communication caused by new or mysterious words, and at the same time help him to continue to
learn new words and develop his mental lexicon. In general, the results of the study have shown that
they support the idea that regular education of morphological analysis constitutes a promising
method for teaching the lexicon, and a theoretical framework for the formation of curriculum
activities.
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Researchgate, “The contribution of morphological awareness To polymorphemic knowledge in French-
speaking 4th-graders” (16/08/2020).

Joanne F. Carlisle, "Fostering Morphological Processing, Vocabulary Development and Reading
Comprehension", Vocabulary Acquisition: Implications for Reading Comprehension, ed. R. K., Wagner, A. E.,
Muse, K. R., Tannenbaum, (New York: Guilford Press, 2007); Richard K. Wagner., vd., ""Promising avenues
for better understanding implications of vocabulary development for reading comprehension", Vocabulary

acquisition: Implications for reading comprehension, ed. R. K. Wagner, A. E. Muse, & K. R. Tannenbaum (New
York: Guilford Press, 2007).
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Shingo Ichikawa, "The Role of Morphological Awareness in L2 Vocabulary Development in Logographic

Languages The nagoya gakuin daigaku ronshu, Journal of Nagoya Gakuin University, 25/2 (2014).
L..uyjmymf‘),cjiﬂy,m.\s_)t_{.ﬂvJ\)w‘da.wuymguwygu@w(umdmgvuw\@ "

Michael Jornlin, "The role of morphological awareness in vocabulary acquisition", Langues et linguistique, 35

(2015).

Fatma Demiray Akbulut, “Effects of morphological awareness on second language vocabulary knowledge",

Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 13/1 (2017).
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# Rihab Saidane, La relation entre la conscience morphologique et le vocabulaire chez les éléves francophones de

quatriéme année du primaire (Montréal: Université du Québec, Didactique des langues, Yiiksek Lisans Tezi,
2016).
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Pascale Colé vd., "Les connaissances dérivationnelles et l'apprentissage de la lecture chez l'apprenti-lecteur
frangais du C.P. au C.E.2". L'Année Psychologique, 104/4 (2004).

% Wugud A. Alsaeedi, The Role of Morphological Awareness in Vocabulary Acquisition in English of Saudi EFL
Learners, (Seattle: Seattle Pacific University, Arts in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages, Master
Research, 2017).
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