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Ozet
Kamiis Kesani Destani, edebiyat ve masal karakterizasyonu agisindan Sahname’nin énemli ug

noktalarindan biri sayilmaktadir ki kendi asli ekseninde, diyalog ve iletisim usuliine dakik
olarak riayet etmeye orta derecede kararlidir. Bu destan, Grice’in isbirligi teorisi agisindan
Sahname’nin degerlendirilmesi i¢in uygun bir numunedir. Bu arastirma, kiitiiphane
incelemelerine egilim ve betimleyici-analizci yontem ile Kamts Kesani Destani’ni, bahsi
gecen teoriyi temel alarak yeniden gdzden gegirmistir. Kamiis’un hikayesi, baslangicindan
Riistem’in eliyle o6ldiiriiliisiine kadar, Grice’in dort ilkesi ve alt agilimlarmi gegersiz kilan
birgok konuyu kendisinde barindirmaktadir. Bunlar Destdn’mn asil kahramani Tus’un ve
diismanlarinin sozlerinde goriilmektedir. Ancak her seyden daha ¢ok kendisini gosteren,
Tus’un nicelik, nitelik, baglant1 ve yontemdeki konusma ve davranis hatalaridir. Bu hatalar
Oyle bir olgiidedir ki onu yok olma simirina kadar goétiiriir. Cinayet ile suglanan destin
kahramani, oldiiriilen baska bir kimsenin kaninin intikamini almak bahanesiyle kendisini
kahramanmus gibi gostererek utang ylikiinden kurtulmaya ¢aligmaktadir. Lakin daha biiytik bir
gilic olmadan kurtulmanin miimkiin olmadig1 bir duruma diigmiistiir. Kamiis Destani’nda
sairin mesaji; dogruluk, diiriistliik ve diinyadan gelip gecenlerin iglerine karigmamaktir ki
birgok yerde acikca beyan etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kamis Kesani, Grice’in Isbirligi Ilkeleri, Sahname-i Firdevsi,

Anlambilim

Examining the Story of Kamoos Keshani Based on Grice's Cooperative Principle

Abstract

In terms of literature and characterization of the story, Kamoos Keshani is one of the
important stories of Shahnameh which strictly observes the principles of conversation and the
concept of communication between them. This story is a good example to evaluate
Shahnameh Based on Grice's Cooperative Principle. The present study tries to examine the
story of Kamoos Keshani by using library approach and descriptive-analytical method. In the
story of Kamoos Keshani, from the beginning until the time he is killed by Rustam, there are
several violations of the four cooperative principles of Grice's theory and its sub-branches,
which can be seen in the speech of Toos, the main protagonist and his enemies; however, the
errors in Toos' speech and behavior in terms of quantity, quality, connection, and method are

highlighted in this story; these errors continue to the extent that it pushes him to the
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annihilation. The protagonist, who is accused of murder, tries to avoid shame by claiming the
blood of another victim; however, he finds himself stuck in a difficult situation which is
impossible to get rid of except by a superior force. The poet's message in the story of Kamoos
Keshani is based on truthfulness, faithfulness, and impurity in the affairs in the world, which

is explicitly stated in several cases.

Keywords: Kamoos Keshani, Grice's cooperative principle, Semantics, Shahnameh

Structured Abstract

The story of Kamous Keshani is one of the important parts of Shahnameh in terms of
literature and characterization of the story focusing on the principles of dialogue and bilateral
understanding that is a good example to Shahnameh analysis based on Grice theory. The story
of Kamous from the beginning to his death by Rostam contains several instances four maxims
of Grice principles which is evident in the Tus, the protagonist and his enemies conversations.
The current paper aims at re-reading the story of Kamous Keshani in accordance with Grice

theory.

The story of Kamous Keshani in Shahnameh

Tus, the Iranian commander is reproached by Kosrow for the killing of Forod. Later, he is
forgiven and sent to fight Turan. This Turan and Iran fought to revenge Shiyavash and Nozar
killing. Following many war ups and downs, eventually Kamous, a Turanian border guard,
enters the battlefield and fights Rostam spearman, Alwar. Alwar is defeated by Kamous and

Rostam himself fights with Kamous.

The Grice cooperative principle

The cooperative principle by Herbert Paul Grice describes four maxims:
1- Maxim of quantity: Information

- Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the current

purposes of the exchange).

- Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.
2- Maxim of quality: Truth

- Do not say what you believe is false.

- Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence.
3- Maxim of relation (or relevance)

- Berelevant.
4- Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous.

- Avoid obscurity of expression.

- Avoid ambiguity.
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162 Grice’in Teorisi A¢isindan Kamiis Kesani Destan1’nin Incelemesi

- Be brief (avoid unnecessary prolixity).
- Beorderly.
Grice in his book "Logic and conversation" presents four preconditions known as Grice

cooperative principle expressing the single meaning and explicitness of a thought.

The story analysis in accordance with Grice cooperative theory

Kamous Keshani story is an epic that is narrated like a historical event with Ferdowsi
avoiding unnecessary prolixity throughout the narration. Conversation progress in story plot
implies equal participation of all elements. The four elements of the story, namely Tus and
Iran army, Shah, Rostam and Turanians, all are drawn to an epic myth in an unequal situation.
The story narrative elements, in a cooperative manner get caught in the role they have to play
and the plot is laid out. All conversational principles are observed in conversation among
Rostam, Piranveyse and Shah. Information that is exchanged is valid in accordance with Grice
cooperative theory.

During the story we witness violation or adherence to Grice four maxims. For example, Tus
always violates the first paragraph of the second maxim, the maxim of quality, i.e., truth: Do
not say what you believe is false. In parts of the story where commanders are sent to war, the
maxims are violated by those not main fight players, the second paragraph of the first maxim
reads that: Do not make your contribution more informative than is required. Another violated
maxim includes the fourth maxim, i.e., Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous is violated by
Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous. He behaves in a way that is ambiguous and hypocritical,
which violates this principle. One of the characters in the story is called Homan, who is one of
the Iranian commanders in the war. He utters words violating the second paragraph of the
fourth maxim, Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous. Using irony and metaphor, he wants to
compare his enemy with the zebras and animals of forest. The second paragraph of the second
maxim is also violated here by Piranveyse, i.e., Do not make your contribution more
informative than is required. After the second army of Turan enters, Piranveyse exaggerates in
praising one of its commanders, Kamous Keshani violating the above maxim. In conclusion

we witness the violation of the maxims through the story, in particular by Piranveyse.
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! Herbert Paul Grice

2 Logic in conversation

3 Maxim of Quantity: Information

4 Maxim of Quality: Truth

3 false

6 Maxim of Relation: Relevance

7 Maxim of Manner: Clarity ("be perspicuous")
§ obscurity

9 ambiguity

19 Be brief
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1 Be orderly

12 propositional

13 presuppositions

14 competence

15 non-natural meaning

16 natural meaning

17 intention-based semantics
18 Utterer's meaning

19 Timeless meaning

20 conventional meaning
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180 Grice’in Teorisi A¢isindan Kamiis Kesani Destan1’nin Incelemesi

O e
1. Grice, H.P. (1989). Studies in the Way of Words. Harvard University Press.
2. Neale, Stephen (1999). "Colouring and Composition,” Philosophy and
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