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Osmanli Devleti’nin Misir’daki donemin miiftiisii, Maliki
mezhebinin 6nde gelen alimlerinden Ahmed el-Garkavi’nin
cennetten bahseden Ziimer siresinin 73. ayetinde vav harfinin
zikredildigi, ancak aymi sOrenin cehennemden bahseden 71.
ayetinde ise zikredilmedigi hususunda dikkatini ¢ekmis ve bu
konuyu ele alip bir risale yazmasini istemistir. Bu talep tizerine el-
Garkavi, yukarida adi gegen ayetlerin degisik miifessirlerin
goriislerine bagvurarak tefsirini yapmaya caligmis, konuyla ilgili
Basra ve Kifeli dilcilerin goriislerine yer vermistir. el-Garkavi,
gerek miifessirlerin gerekse dilcilerin konuyla ilgili yer vermis
oldugu bazi goriislerine katilmis, bazilarmi da mantiksal ve dini
delilleri ortaya koyarak ciirlitmiistiir. Arap dili, belagat1 ve sanati,
Kuran icazi1 ve tefsiri agisindan énemli bir aragtirma konusu olan
bu risale, her iki ayette bulunan ince {islubu ve niikteyi ortaya
koyan degerli bir ¢aligmadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli, Ahmed el-Garkavi, Arap Dili,
Tefsir, Abdulbaki Efendi.

Abstract

The Grand Mufti of the Ottoman Empire in Egypt at that period of
time, pointed out that the letter waw was used in the 73th verse of
the Surah al-Zumar mentioning the heaven but not used in the 71st
verse mentioning the hell. He then requested from Ahmad al-
Ghargawi, who was the most prominent scholar of the Maliki sect,
to write an epistle about the subject. Upon this request, al-Gharqaw1
tried to interpret the verses mentioned above by referring to the
opinions of different commentators. He included the opinions of
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linguists from Basra and Kufa. He participated in some of the opinions of both the commentators and the linguists
on the subject, and refuted some of them by revealing the logical and religious evidence. An important research
subject in terms of Arabic language, the art of rhetoric, Quranic performance and interpretation, this epistle is a
valuable study that reveals the subtle style and nucleus found in both verses.

Keywords: Ottoman, Ahmad al-Gharqawi, Arabic Language, Tafsir, Abdulbaki Effendi.

Extended Abstract
One of the most prominent scholars of the twelfth-century AH and the Maliki school,

Abii al-Abbas Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-
Fayyiimt al-Gharqaw1 was born in Gharq village of Faiyum city in Egypt. No information
was found in sources regarding his date of birth. He died in 1101 AH.

Ahmad al-Gharqawi studied Islamic law, hermeneutics, and recitation from prominent
scholars of Maliki school, Muhammad ibn Abd Allah al-Harsht and other foremost scholars
of al-Azhar. At the same time, he taught renowned figures of Maliki school such as Ali ibn
Zayn al-Abidin al-Uchuri, Ali ibn Muhammad al-Arabi al-Fasi and Shaykh of al-Azhar
Ibrahim ibn Miisa al-Fayyumi.

Mufti of Egypt of the Ottoman State at the time asked Ahmad al-Gharqawl a question
about surah al-Zumar mentioning heaven and brought the fine wording in this surah to his
attention. He asked why the letter waw was indicted in the seventy third verse on heaven that
reads: “Those devoted to their God are forwarded to the Heaven in groups. When they arrive
and its doors will be opened.”, while the letter waw was not mentioned in the seventy first
verse of the same surah on hell that reads: “Deniers are forwarded to Hell in groups. When
they arrive its doors will be opened.” He asked al-Gharqawt to write an epistle to shed light
on the subject. As a result, al-Gharqaw1 wrote this epistle that we investigated.

Study of the epistle investigated is separated into two sections. In the first section
detailed information is provided on the author’s life, his teachers and students, career as a
scholar, and his works. Again in this section information on transcriptions examined is given
together with the examination method. In the second section, the transcription accepted as
the main text in this study is examined.

In this epistle al-Gharqawi constructs the above mentioned verses by discussing opinions
of various interpreters. He examines the verses in terms of their grammatical structure by
including opinions of linguists from Basra and Kufa. Also he evidences various verses from
the Quran and hadith. He includes opinions of companions of the Prophet Muhammad and
Islamic scholars. He provides evidences from poetry produced in Jahiliyah and Islamic
periods. He agrees with some of the opinions of the interpreters and linguists on the subject
that he presented while he confuted others for religious or similar reasons.

Al-Gharqawl provides information on grammatical meanings of the letter waw that
composed the main theme of the study together with its use in the Arabic language. Because
this letter was used with number eight in the Arabic language, he accepts it as waw al-
thamaniyya (arc of the eighth number). Again he tries to explain why this letter was used in
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the verse mentioning the heaven and also in the verse mentioning the hell with noting that
paradise has eight doors while the hell has seven.

This epistle is the subject of a significant study for the Arabic language, the art of rhetoric,
eloquence of the Quran and its interpretation. It also demonstrates the fine wording of the
above mentioned verses.

The author does not openly cite the name of the Ottoman mufti who requested from him
to write an epistle on this subject. Only in the opening remarks he mentions that the request
was received from the Ottoman mufti. However, upon a thorough research on the identity of
this person, it is found that he was the mufti of Egypt of the time, Shaykh al-Islam Abdulbaki
Effendi. Some sources includes information that Abdulbaki Effendi and Ahmad al-Gharqaw1
were close friends and that the Shaykh al-Islam consulted him from time to time on some
religious issues. Hence, when Huluw Epistle of al-Gharqawi is examined we note that the
Military Judge in Egypt (qadi asker) Shaykh al-Islam Abdulbaki Effendi forwarded him some
questions on applications of huluw (vacancy) issue in Maliki school.
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