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PROF. DR. GHADIR GOLKARIAN *

Oz

Tasavvuf, Islami literatiirde ele alman i¢gsel, mistik veya manevi
boyuttur. Bununla birlikte, bir¢ok fikih alimi, tasavvufun Islam aleminin
diginda olduguna inanmaktadir ve Islam dininden tiireyen bazi mezhep-
lerde tasavvufa karsi c¢ikilmaktadir. Bu nedenle, tasavvuf mektebinde
yillarca siiren bilimsel ve tasavvufi tartismalardan, uzmanlasmis ve
arastirmaci yaklasimlardan sonra, tasavvufun kaynagi konusunda din al-
imleri ve sufiler arasinda anlasmazlik siirmekteydi. Bu konu Islam dii-
nyasi ile ilgili olmakla birlikte, Mevlanamin diisiincesinin etkilerinin
goriildiigii bazi Islam dig1 ya da Batili edebiyat tiirlerinde Islam iilkeleri
ile benzer goriis ve yaklasimlarla i¢ ice girmis isaretler mevcuttur.

Geleneksel goriis, tasavvufu I[slam'm mistik okulu ve baslangicini ise
Hz. Muhammed’in hayatindan sonraki ilk ytiizyillar olarak kabul eder.
Ancak bir bagka goriis, Islam 6ncesi tasavvufun koklerini mutasavviflar,
mektepler, tekke ve manastirlar araciligiyla saymakta ve tasavvufun za-
manla bazi Islami gortislerle, ozellikle varligin ve insanin sirrini bilme,
kurtulusa dogru insanligin hidayeti ile ortak noktalara sahip olduguna ve
tasavvufi tabirdeki “insan-1 kamil”in Islami bir nitelik kazanabildigine ve
Islami verilerle ilerlemeyi basarabildigine inanmaktadir. Bu nedenle Islam
sonrasi tasavvufun yapisi Islam'in biinyesinde ele alinmakta ve "Islami
Tasavvuf" olarak tanitilmaktadir.

* PROF. DRr. GHADIR GOLKARIAN, Yakin Dogu Universitesi, Edebiyat
Fakiiltesi, Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyati Boliimii Ogretim {iyesi; Near East University, Faculty
of Letters, Department of Turkish Language and Literature, Email: ghadir.golka-
rian@neu.edu.tr, Orcid ID: 0000-0003-3801-7089 (Makale Gelig Tarihi: 17.05.2021/Kabul
Tarihi: 02.08.2021).
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Sufi kelimesi Farscadan tiiretilmistir, bilgeligin kaynag1 anlamina gelir
ve bilgelik nihai gili¢ olarak tanitilir. Makalede yapilan arastirma,
Mevlana'nin eserlerindeki bu kavrami ve Batili yazar ve sairler, 6zellikle
de Amerikali sair ve yazar Walter Whitman (1819-1892) iizerindeki
etkisini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu makalede Whitman'in
Mevlana'dan nasil ilham aldig1 ve siirlerinde tasavvufun habercisi oldugu
gosterilmeye calisilmistir. Bu derin siirler, tasavvufi maneviyati, tasavvufi
askin manevi hallerini ve vahdet-i viicudu sembolik ifadelerle ortaya ko-
ymaktadir. Mevlana, tasavvufun ve tasavvufi yolculugun mensur eser-
lerde ulagilamayan yonlerini tarif ettigi gibi, Walter Whitman da Islami
edebiyattan farkli olmakla birlikte aymi tarzi Bati edebiyatinda ser-
gilemektedir. Bu arastirma literatiirle karsilastirmal1 bir bakis agisina sa-
hip olup, analitik-betimleyici bir sekilde ifade edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mevlana, Walter Whitman, Karsilastirmali
Edebiyat, Tasavvuf

ABSTRACT

Sufism is the inner, mystical, or spiritual dimension that is addressed
in Islamic literature. However, many scholars of the principles of jurisp-
rudence believe that Sufism is outside the realm of Islam and is opposed
to Sufism in some religions derived from Islam. Therefore, after years of
scientific and mystical debates and specialized and exploratory approac-
hes in the school of Sufism, there is still disagreement among religious
scholars and Sufis about the origin of Sufism. Although this issue is rela-
ted to the Islamic world, however, in some non-Islamic or Western kinds
of literature in which there are signs of the influence of Rumi's thought,
there are signs of similar views and approaches similar to Islamic count-
ries.

The traditional view of Sufism is the mystical school of Islam and its
beginnings in the first centuries after the life of Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH); However, another view enumerates the roots of pre-Islamic Su-
fism through mystics, schools, dervish lodge, and monasteries, and belie-
ves that Sufism over time, having commonalities with some Islamic views,
especially the knowledge of the mystery of existence and man and gui-
dance. Humanity towards salvation and, in the words of Sufism, "perfect
man" has been able to take on an Islamic nature and progress with



et ol addllas 53,855, b cpois <y 6T 50 B se 6,0 oS 5k # 59

Islamic data. For this reason, the structure of post-Islamic Sufism is consi-
dered in the body of Islam, and it is introduced as "Islamic Sufism."

The word Sufi is derived from Persian and means the source of wis-
dom, and wisdom is introduced as the ultimate power. The study exami-
nes this concept in Rumi's works and its influence on Western writers and
poets, especially Walter Whitman (1819-1892), an American poet and wri-
ter. This article shows how Whitman was inspired by Rumi and was a
messenger of Sufism in his poetry. These deep poems reveal Sufi spiritu-
ality, the inner states of mystical love, and the unity of existence through
symbolic expressions. Just as Rumi describes aspects of Sufism and the
journey to Sufism that are inaccessible in prose writings, Walter Whitman
exhibits the same behavior despite being different from Islamic literature
in Western literature. This research has a comparative look between the
literature and is expressed in an analytical-descriptive manner.

Keywords: Rumi, Walter Whitman, Comparative Literature, Sufism
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I Walter Whitman (1819- 1892)
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3 Allah is all, all, all - is immanent in every life and object,
May-be at many and many-a-more removes — yet Allah, Allah, Allah is there.
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41 celebrate myself,
And what I assume you shall assume,
For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you.
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5 Listen, O drop, give yourself up without regret,
and in exchange gain the Ocean.

Listen, O drop, bestow upon yourself this honor,
and in the arms of the Sea be secure.

Who indeed should be so fortunate?

An Ocean wooing a drop!

In God’s name, in God’s name, sell and buy at once!
Give a drop, and take this Sea full of pearls.
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¢ hear and behold God in every object, yet I understand God not in the least,

Nor do I understand who there can be more wonderful than myself.

Why should I wish to see God better than this day?

I see something of God each hour of the twenty-four, and each moment then,

In the faces of men and women I see God, and in my own face in the glass;

I find letters from God dropped in the street, and every one is signed by God’s
name,

And I leave them where they are, for I know that others will punctually come fo-
rever and ever.
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7 You are the Spirit of life and we are like hand and foot.

Spirit causes the hand to close and open.

You are intelligence; we are Your voice.

Your intelligence causes this tongue to speak.

You are joy and we are laughter,

for we are the result of the blessing of Your joy.

All our movement is really a continual profession of faith,
bearing witness to Your eternal power,

just as the powerful turning of the millstone professes faith in the river’s existence.
Dust settles upon my head and upon my metaphors,

for You are beyond anything we can ever think or say.

And yet, this servant cannot stop trying to express Your beauty,
in every moment, let my soul be Your carpet.
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° Harris Thoro (1873-1955)
10 The motion of every atom is towards its origin; A man comes to be the thing on
which he is bent.
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