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llegations of Flaws in the Methods of Muhaddith in Jarh and Ta‘dil

Keywords: Abstract
Hadith We all know that the hadiths used various means of inference in terms of accepting and rejecting
Jarh the hadiths and the jarh and ta‘dil of the narrators. They have certain methods, just like in other
Tacdil branches of sciences, that they put forward for the criticism of hadiths in terms of script and text.
) . ) ) -
The approach of the Among the sciences that err?erged in this con.text, there are hadith m?thodology, Jjarh and ta‘dil,
, the science of ‘lal al-hadith and other sciences specific to the field. However, a group of
Hadith scholars . e ,
clai contemporary researchers has tried to criticize these efforts to evaluate the efforts of the hadiths
aims

in this way. One of the issues that are the focus of criticism is the methods of muhaddith in jarh
and ta‘dil. These contemporary researchers claimed that the studies of the hadiths on this issue,
which they approached critically, were inadequate and superficial, that they were affected by
fruitless debates, and that they submitted to the pressures of the political authority that caused
them to make wrong conclusions. To reach the reality, this paper will shed the light on these
claims, review them, and examine their credibility.



gﬂé—\,\é}ﬂ\,\.&.b

Extended Abstract

llegations of Flaws in the Methods of Muhaddith in Jarh and Ta‘dil

We all know that the hadiths used various means of inference in terms of accepting and rejecting
the hadiths and the jarh and ta‘dil of the narrators. They have certain methods, just like in other
branches of sciences, that they put forward for the criticism of hadiths in terms of script and text.
Among the sciences that emerged in this context, there are hadith methodology, jarh and ta‘dil, the

science of “ilal al-hadith and other sciences specific to the field.

However, a group of contemporary researchers has tried to criticize these efforts to evaluate the
efforts of the hadiths in this way. One of the issues that are the focus of criticism is the methods of
muhaddith in jarh and ta‘dil. These contemporary researchers claimed that the studies of the hadiths
on this issue, which they approached critically, were inadequate and superficial, that they were
affected by fruitless debates, and that they submitted to the pressures of the political authority that

caused them to make wrong conclusions.

Our research, which we will put forward to discuss these claims, will focus on the following
question: Were the efforts of the muhaddith based on a fixed methodology, or was this methodology
dominated by selfish desires and ruthless approaches? In our article, it will be tried to reveal the truth
of one of these two issues by referring to the efforts of the hadiths. We will deal with this research
according to the inductive critical-analytical approach. For this reason, we will trace the issues that
are objected to the work of the muhaddith in jarh and ta‘dil and state their stance on this issue. In
addition, we will analyse the approaches of the muhaddith in jarh and ta‘dil towards narrators by

clarifying the most criticized methods in jarh and ta‘dil.

In our research, the claims about the formal dimension of jarh and ta‘dil will also be discussed. As
a matter of fact, the representatives of the rational school claimed that the muhaddith evaluated the
ta‘dil of the narrators according to narrators’ outward appearances; did not question the narrators’
news sufficiently, and sought the condition that the narrators should be true, reliable and religious,
ignoring what ideas they had that could affect their mental aspects and narrations. However, this
claim does not coincide with the facts. For, hadith scholars rejected such modifications of those who
modified some narrations giving reference to the narrators’ appearance. Indeed, Ahmad b. Yiinus said
the following about one of the narrators: "If you have seen his beard, dye and clothing, you would
know that he was reliable." Sakhawi commented on Ahmed b. Ylnus’s statement as follows: "Ahmed
b. Yanus has mentioned features that cannot be considered as evidence for the narrator’s reliability;
the narrator must have some other features, such as being fair, in addition to being good in
appearance." However, hadith scholars stated that fairness alone is not enough to accept the report

of the narrator. So much so that the report of many narrators who are considered fair is not
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acceptable. It is necessary to add positive evidence about the memory of the narrator to his fairness.

Because, in order for his news to be accepted, he must be able to convey the hadith as he heard it.

Our research also deals with the claim that jarh and ta‘dil are influenced by political authority. As
a matter of fact, some rationalists claimed that the political authority approved the acceptance or
rejection of news and determined whether the hadiths were reliable or not, claiming that the
muhaddith did not comply with the jarh and ta‘dil methods they put forward in order to reach the
satisfaction and benevolence of the political authority or army. However, this is a claim that is not

supported by the evidence, and the evidence shows the opposite.

As a matter of fact, it is known from the approaches of jarh and ta‘dil scholars that these scholars
had a strict attitude when making judgments against those who were too involved with the state
administrators or who visited them frequently. So much so that they considered it a deficiency to
have a formal relationship with the political authorities. Among these scholars, there were even those
who were of the opinion that a narrator should not have any dialogue with political authorities.
However, this strict attitude towards communicating with the state officials is not absolute and is not
among the priority issues of jarh and ta‘dil. Because if there are no other deficiencies, it is preferable
not to consider the relationship with political authorities as a fault. On the contrary, this is a kind of
relationship between the scholar and the political authority, which is natural but still needs to be
cautious. Of course, those who refrain from deviating even an iota from the truth can adequately
overcome this situation. Otherwise, if they incline towards or agree with the political authority, their

faults can be seen as legitimate.

Likewise, our research includes the subject of sectarian jarh and ta‘dil. As a matter of fact,
rationalists are of the opinion that the jarh and ta‘dil scholars exhibit sectarian approaches along with
their intellectual diversity. For this reason, the critics dismissed Imam A‘zam Abt Hanifa because of
the sectarian conflicts he had with them. Likewise, Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal criticized everyone who
opposed him because of his words about the creation of the Qur'an. However, these words of
rationalists are not true. Because the books of the hadith scholars are full of narrations transmitted
from the people of bida‘, except for the members of the ahl bida‘ sects who fabricate hadiths to
support their madhhabs.

Our research has concluded that the criticisms of rationalists are inconsistent with methodological
accuracy and consist of fanciful arguments used by hadith scholars to trivialize their efforts. Their
statement, “Muhaddith are deceived by outward appearances, and they modify those who display the
righteous human condition even though they are heedless”, as mentioned above, contradicts the
methods used by the hadith scholars in reality, as it is seen in the fact that they avoid the objectionable
narrations of the devout and ascetic people who have no share in hadith transmissions. Such
criticisms of rationalists are not correct. If any problem regarding the narrator’s making up lies or
memorization has not reached to the critic of the hadith, the jarh is not performed only in terms of

appearance.
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The judgments given by the critics about the narrators are based on their own ijtihad and
researches and are not dependent on the wishes of the political authority. Of course, there is also the
fact that being involved with political authority requires suspicion and it is safe to stay away from
politics. Hadith scholars did not always prefer those who belonged to their own sects, and while they
modified those who belonged to bida‘ sects and opposing sects in terms of their narrations, they also
criticized many people from the Ahl al-Sunnah, including themselves. The basic foundations on this

issue are the accuracy of the narrator and the memorization of the hadith as it is.

Finally, the rationalists’ criticism of jarh and ta‘dil is a criticism that produces only theory, which

results in not applying the sciences of hadith and deviates from truth.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Muhaddislerin Cerh ve Ta'dildeki Yéntemlerinde Kusur Oldugu iddialar1

Hadislerin kabulii ve reddi ile ravilerin cerh ve ta‘dili yéniinden muhaddislerin ¢esitli hiikiim
¢ikarma vasitalar: kullandiklar: hepimizin malumudur. Hadislerin sened ve metin yontinden tenkidi
icin ortaya koyduklar: pek ¢ok ilimde goriilebilen belirli bir metodolojileri ve yontemleri vardir. Bu
baglamda ortaya ¢ikan ilimler arasinda hadis usulii, cerh ve ta‘dil, ilel ilmi ve alana 6zgii diger ilimler

yer almaktadir.

Ancak bir grup ¢agdas arastirmaci, bu minvalde muhaddislerin ¢abalarini degerlendirmede bir
tek yol kullanarak bu ¢abalari tenkit etmeye calismislardir. Elestirilerin odak noktasi olan hususlardan
birisi, muhaddislerin cerh ve ta‘dildeki yontemleridir. Elestirel yaklastiklari bu konuda muhaddislerin
calismalarinin yetersiz ve yiizeysel oldugunu, sonugsuz tartismalardan etkilendigini ve siyasi

otoritenin yanls hiikiimler vermelerine sebep olan baskilarina boyun egdiklerini iddia etmislerdir.

Bu iddialari tartigmak icin ortaya koyacagimiz arastirmamiz, bu hususta su soru iizerinde
duracaktir: Muhaddislerin cerh ve ta‘dildeki ¢abalar: sabit bir metodolojiye mi dayaniyordu yoksa bu
metodolojiye nefsi arzular ve insaftan yoksun yaklasimlar mi hakimdi? Makalemizde, muhaddislerin

gayretleri referans gosterilerek bu iki husustan birinin dogrulugu ortaya koyulmaya ¢alisilacaktr.

Bu arastirmamizi tiimevarimcr kritik-analitik yaklasima gore ele alacagiz. Bu sebeple, cerh ve
ta‘dilde muhaddislerin ¢alismalarina itiraz edilen meselelerin izini siiriip onlarin bu konudaki
duruslarini belirtecegiz. Ayrica muhaddislerin cerh ve ta‘dilde en ¢ok elestirilen yontemlerine agiklik

getirerek onlarin ravilere yonelik cerh ve ta'dillerindeki yaklasimlarini analiz edecegiz.

Arastirmamizda, cerh ve ta'dilin sekli boyutuna yonelik iddialar da ele alinacaktir. Nitekim akl{
ekol temsilcileri, muhaddislerin ravilere yonelik ta‘dilini onlarin dis goriiniislerine gore
degerlendirdiklerini, haberlerini yeterince sorgulamadiklarini ve hiikiimlerinde ravilerin dogru,
glvenilir ve dindar olmalari sartini arayip onlarin akli yonlerini ve rivayetlerini etkileyebilecek ne
gibi fikirlere sahip olduklarini géz ard: ettiklerini iddia etmislerdir. Ancak bu iddia, gerceklerle
ortismemektedir. Zira hadis alimleri, baz1 ravileri zahire aldanarak ta‘dil edenlerin bu sekildeki
ta‘dillerini reddetmislerdir. Nitekim Ahmed b. Yunus, ravilerden birisiyle ilgili su s6zii séylemistir:
“Eger onun sakalini, boyasini ve giyim kusamini gérseydin, kendisinin giivenilir oldugunu bilirdin.”
Sehavi ise Ahmed b. Yunus’un bu ifadesiyle ilgili su yorumda bulunmustur: “Giivenilirligi icin delil
sayilmayacak 6zellikleri delil g6stermistir, oysa ravinin goriiniisiiniin iyi olmasinin yan sira adaletli
olmasi gibi diger bazi 6zelliklere de sahip olmasi gereklidir.” Ancak, hadis alimleri ravinin haberini

kabul etmek igin tek basina adaletin yeterli olmadigini ifade etmislerdir. Oyle ki, adaletli sayilan pek
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cok ravinin haberi makbul degildir. Ravinin adaletine zaptiyla ilgili olumlu kanaatlerin de eklenmesi

gereklidir. Ciinkii haberinin kabul edilebilmesi i¢in hadisi duydugu sekliyle aktarabilmelidir.

Arastirmamiz ayrica cerh ve ta‘dilin siyasi otoriteden etkilendigi iddiasini da ele almustir.
Nitekim bazi akilcilar, muhaddislerin siyast otoritenin ya da ordusunun hosnutluguna ve ihsanlarina
ulasmak icin 6ne siirdiikleri cerh ve ta‘dil yontemlerine uymadiklarini iddia ederek siyasi otoritenin
bir haberin kabulii ve reddini onayladigini ve muhaddislerin giivenilir olup olmadigini belirlediklerini
iddia etmislerdir. Ancak bu, delillerle desteklenmeyen bir iddia oldugu gibi, deliller bunun tersini
gostermektedir. Nitekim cerh ve ta‘dil limlerinin yaklasimlarindan bilinmektedir ki devlet
yoneticisiyle ¢ok fazla hasir nesir olan veya onu sik sik ziyaret edenlere karsi bu alimler hiikiim
cikarirken kati bir tutum igerisinde olmuglardir. Oyle ki devleti yonetenin huzuruna varmay1 bir
eksiklik addetmislerdir. Bu alimler icerisinde devlet yoneticileriyle konusulmamasi gerektigi
gorisiinde olanlar bile olmustur. Bununla birlikte, devlet yoneticisiyle iletisim halinde olmaya kars:
bu kati1 tavir, mutlaklik arz etmemekte ve cerh ve ta‘dilin 6ncelikli meseleleri arasinda yer
almamaktadir. Zira diger eksikliklerden herhangi birisi yoksa salt yoneticinin huzuruna ¢ikmanin bir
kusur olarak gériilmemesi tercih edilir. Aksine bu durum alim ile siyasi otorite arasindaki dogal ancak
yine de temkinli olunmasi gereken bir iliski tiirtidiir. Elbette haktan zerre miktar da olsa sapmaktan
sakinanlar bu durumun istesinden layikiyla gelebilirler. Aksi hilde siyasi otoriteye meyleder veya

onunla hemhal olurlarsa kusurlar1 mesru goriilebilir.

Ayni sekilde arastirmamiz mezhepsel cerh ve ta‘dil konusunu ihtiva etmektedir. Nitekim
akilcilar cerh ve ta‘dil ulemasinin fikri cesitliliklerle birlikte mezhebi yaklasimlar sergiledikleri
goriisiindeler. Bu sebeple miinekkitler kendileriyle yasadigi mezhebf ihtilaflar sebebiyle imam-1 Azam
Eb(i Hanife'yi cerh etmisler keza imam Ahmed b. Hanbel halkul-Kur’dn meselesindeki sézleri
nedeniyle kendisine muhalif olan herkesi ta‘'n etmistir. Ancak akilcilarin séyledikleri bu sézlerin
dogruluk pay1 yoktur. Ciinkii hadiscilerin kitaplari, mezheplerini desteklemek i¢in hadis uyduran ehl-

i bid‘at firkalarinin mensuplari haricindeki bid‘at ehlinden nakledilen rivayetlerle doludur.

Arastirmamiz, akilcilarin tenkitlerinin metodolojik dogrulukla bagdasmayip hadis alimlerinin
cabalarini degersizlestirmek icin kullandiklar1 hayal {iriinii argiimanlardan ibaret oldugu sonucuna
varmistir. Onlarin “muhaddisler zahire gore aldaniyorlar, gafil olsalar da salih insan hali
sergileyenleri ta‘dil ediyorlar” s6zii, yukarida gectigi tizere hadis rivayetinden nasibi olmayan abid ve
zahid olan kimselerin sakincali rivayetlerinden sakindirmalarinda goriildigii gibi hadisgilerin
gercekte uyguladiklar: yontemlerle celismektedir. Akilcilarin bu sekildeki tenkitleri dogru degildir.
Yalanina veya hifzina dair herhangi bir problem hadis miinekkidine ulasmamigssa yalnizca zahire

itibarla cerh de yapilmaz.

Miinekkitlerin raviler hakkinda verdikleri hiikiimler, kendilerinin ictihat ve arastirmalarina

dayanmaktadir ve siyasi otoritenin isteklerine bagl degildir. Tabii su husus da da vardir ki siyasi
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otoriteyle i¢li disli olmak stiphelenmeyi gerektirmektedir, ondan uzak da durmak giivenli olan yoldur.
Ayni sekilde muhaddisler her zaman kendi mezheplerine mensup olanlar1 tercih etmemis, bid‘at
firkalarina ve muhalif mezheplere mensup olanlari rivayetleri agisindan ta‘dil ederken, bunun aksine
kendilerinin de ddhil oldugu ehl-i siinnetten olan pek ¢ok kisiyi elestirmislerdir. Bu konudaki temel

dayanaklari, ravinin dogrulugu ve hadisin oldugu sekliyle zaptidir.

Son olarak, akilcilarin cerh ve ta‘dile dair tenkitleri, hadis ilimlerini tatbik etmeme neticesini

doguran ve onlar1 hata ve dogrudan saptiran, sadece teori iireten bir tenkittir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadis, Muhaddislerin Yaklasimi, Cerh, Ta’dil, iddialar.
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