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KARSILASTIRMALI EDEBIYATTA SA’Di VE NABI'NIN SIiRLERININ
iNCELENiP ARASTIRILMASI

Oz

Bitin beseri ilimlerin diger dallart gibi dinya edebiyatlarin birbiriyle
karsilagtiran ve inceleyen karsilagtirmali edebiyat da yeni ve gelismekte olan bir
daldir. Son iki asirda 6zellikle de son villarda ilerleme kaydetmektedir. iran Fars
hikemi edebiyatinin en énde gelen sairi hic stiphesiz Sadi Sirazi’dir. Eserlerinde
ahlak ve egitimi, hikmet ve 6gutle birlikte sunmustur.Nabi ise Klasik Dogu dillerine
ve Islami ilimlere vakif, klasik Tiirk edebiyatinin alim ve fazl sairlerindendir.
Aragtirmamiza konu olan eserlerde Sa’di ve Nabi basit bir dille duygu ve hayalden
cok, disiince ve ahlaka énem vermisler ve Islam ve Kur'an’m vurguladig
konulara bakarak buyik eserler yaratmayi basarmiglar, ayrica kasidelerinde
¢ekinmeden acikca yasadiklar devri elestirmisler.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Karsilagtirmali edebiyat, Sa’di, Nabi, ahlak, kaside.

THE STUDY AND COMPARISON OF SADI AND NABI'S POEMS IN
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

Abstract

Comparative literature, like other branches of science on human kind, is a
dynamic and new field that has transformed during the last two centuries,
especially in the last few decades, and basically adapts and compares literary
works of the world to each other. Sadi Shirazi is one of the most
prominent Persian didactic poets of Iran and in his works include educative and
ethical implications together with wisdom, advice and motto. Also, Yousef Nabi is
one of the well-educated scholars poets of Turkey who knew Eastern classic
languages and Islamic sciences very well. In their works which were researched by
us, Sadi and Nabi cared about thought and ethics more than imagination and
sensation with a simple language, and could create distinguished works
considering themes that are emphasized by Islam and Quran. Also they criticized
their lifetime ingenuously and explicitlyin their odes.

Keywords: Comparative literature, Sadi, Nabi, ethics, ode.
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SUMMARY

Comparative literature is a branch of literature that assesses similar aspects
and different literary texts, common language and -culture with different
characteristics. Basis of comparative literature is made of studies that rely on
comparison of different countries’ literatures which are neighbours or have close
relationship with each other. In simple terms, this modern approach specify
culture, different languages, parallelism, similarity and the differences between
them.

Many concepts that can be seen in Bostan and Golestan, such as justice,
fear of God, charity, love, humility, contentment, discipline, gratitude, repentance
and prayers are among the issues of Qur'an.

In this study, we address the most important concepts and common themes
in Bostan and Golestan and Hayriyye and Divan Nabi. These connotations are:
justice and injustice, wisdom or ignorance, humility, arrogance and hypocrisy,
frugality and extravagance, ambition and power, patience, asceticism, worship,
fate, mystical verses and hadiths.

Similarly, in Nabi poetry, he admired and praised kings, rulers and
authorities that were just and also criticized those who have done something
wrong. This is one of the most wonderful features that distinguishes him from
other contemporary poets.

Both poets broke the silence against injustice and without fear criticized
oppression in their poetries. They also offered a solution to these problems. In
addition they support those who had fair treatment and always were on the side
of the oppressed ones.

Sadi and Nabi in their entire lives have wrestled with false piety. In fact they
aren’t Zahid, Darvish and scholar, they just behave like these and use religious
feelings of the people as a means to achieve their evil goals. They use every
opportunity to make money from the people and their property.

Man should be grateful to the divine blessings, though, can’t thank the God
as it deserves. Sadi and Nabi both believed that by giving thanks to God, blessing
is increased. Sadi and Nabi’s view about the fate was almost the same. In the
poems of both poets complete surrender in the face of fate can be seen. Both
poets expressed that nothing happens if it isn’t allowed by God and leading a
happy and comfortable life is a result of being satisfied with fate and not
complaining about the destiny. Apart from these, Nabi believed we should not fall
into the trap of those who claim to predict the future by divination and the only
one who knows the unseen is God.

Sadi and Nabi pointed to the importance of worship in Islam and especially
emphasized the five main rituals of Islam, Declaration of Faith, prayer, zakat,
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fasting and pilgrimage and explained their importance in Islam. Both poets
expressed, worship should be such that inhibit man from obscenity and be uttered
heartily.

It should be noted that the main sources of these poets work are Holy
Quran and Hadith. Their belief in Islam made them to use verses and hadiths. On
the other hand, Sadi‘s word in poetry is in accordance with the present
requirements, simplicity and being unpretentious. Sadi’s peaceful words of praise
were always accompanied with hints and advice. For proving his knowledge of
the mystical world and the world of meaning we can see traces of mystical
concepts and terms in his poems. In fact, he relied on mysticism and philosophy,
as Munther and missionary, included moral teachings in his panegyric odes. The
thoughts of Nabi about the importance of language and literature in his time was
original and new.

Nabi wrote his works in the worst days of the Ottoman Empire. In this
period we can see Sultans’ weakness, disorganization of central authority, political
and economic weaknesses and loss of comfort, that were signs of material and
spiritual collapse.

Sadi and Nabi were ethical and wise poets who assessed social events and
some foundations in decline within the framework of religious concepts and
severely criticized them with explicit expression in the form of advice. As we know,
teaching rules of ethics, forms the basis of all moral educations. From the
viewpoint of Sadi and Nabi, moral education must affect the heart, soul and
thoughts of audience and its aim should be introducing and motivating good
actions. First of all moral education should target its audience sensibilities. When
in the man passion of learning enflames, teaching him is easy. Moral education
must also have an impact on person's will. Sadi’s religious teachings under the
influence of his teachings in Nezamiyyah school has tendency of Shafei. As such,
Sadi looked at the question of God, man and the universe from this viewpoint.
Thus, the issue of unity and oneness of God, divine decree, intercession, human
brotherhood, the requirement of justice and charity, fight with ego and patience
are the key themes in the poetry of Sadi.

On the other hand, young Nabi was attributed to Qaderieh way of life. For
this reason, he always spoke of his interest and respect for some of religious
leaders, four selected companions. In three of his odes, he has shown his love for
Abdul Kadir Gilani, Movlana and Mohiuddin Arabi. Since the past literary works
reflect the events of the poet’s days, they cover descriptions of cultural, social,
economic and political life and even more importantly give information about the
poet. In this respect, review and analysis of literary works should not merely
consider aspects of literary work.
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