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Anahtar kelimeler:  

The problem of polysemy and homonymy in onomatopoeic words 

Abstract 

In order for a linguistic sign to be considered polysemy, it is expected to have other meanings that 

can be linked apart from its basic meaning. In homonymy, the same signifier must have unrelated 

meanings. The issue of polysemy and homonymy is one of the issues that should be treated carefully 

while preparing a dictionary. Because both polysemy and homonymy types can lead to lexical 

ambiguity. Onomatopoeic words are lexems with distinctive characteristics from other words. 

However, in accordance with the functioning of the language, every onomatopoeic word has a basic 

meaning, just like other words. Some of the onomatopoeic lexems have other meanings besides their 

basic meanings. In onomatopoeic words that exhibit polysemy, there is a different semantic 
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component in the connotations added to the basic meaning. The relationship of connotations with 

the basic meaning between lexems is not always at the same distance. Sometimes the relationship 

between the basic meaning and the connotations can be too distant to be understood immediately. 

This situation sometimes causes a polysemy onomatopoeic word to be presented as a homonym in 

dictionaries. The problem of which type the word will be evaluated in can be solved by making the 

definition of the word focused on the core meaning. The core meaning is related to the sound symbolic 

feature of the onomatopoeic words. The semantic load carried by the consonant phonemes in the 

onomatopoeic root forms draws the referents associated with the characteristic features of these 

phonemes to a common meaning. Therefore, the relation with which the meanings of the word are 

connected is revealed with the core meaning. In this study, the evaluation criteria of onomatopoeic 

words as polysemy or homonym in dictionaries were examined 

 When the core meaning-oriented definition of some onomatopoeic 

words presented as homonyms is made, it has been seen that they actually have polysemy. 

Keywords: Onomatopoeic word, lexem, polysemy, homonymy, lexicography 
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i. Fonolojik sebepler

 vb. 

ii. Morfolojik sebepler: 

  ve /r/ 
sesbirimi kesikli  -(A)dAk, -(A)dAn ekleri ise 

p
176). 

iii. Semantik sebepler: 



318 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2023.32 (February) 

The problem of polysemy and homonymy in onomatopoeic words / Aky . 

Adres 
isi 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

ad

sunar (Gerd, 2001, s.93). 
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Tuna (1950  Ido (1999),  

). 

 bk. Demircan (1997), Gerd (2001); 
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, h - 

ba
 

 ve yuld 

yald  

durumundaki alt , 2. , 3. 
(mecaz) , 4. (argo) 
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verilmektedir.   1. 
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s.2591);  yuld yuldra- fiili 
-Akkoyunlu, 2015, s. 9

 

 

2.  
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(Vardar, 2002, s. 62). Yani bir dil sinin d
etkenler neticesinde  
Bu etkenleri Ullman (1972, s. 159-180), 

 ve 
 

 

aktarma yoluyla   
yeni kavramlar   (Aksan 2006, s. 71). yald 

  

olan madde

, 3. (mecaz) 
, 4. (argo)  

 

 

 

 iilin 
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- - dingildemek 

Sallanmak, 
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duramamak.   5. Titremek. 6. 
Sendelemek.  8. Korkmak. 9. 
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  ilgili 
-2012)2  

kaynamakta olan ses
aletlerden gelen 

  

3.  

 (lexical 
y) 

 

 

kastedilir.   

dikkat edilmesi gereken konulardan biridir.   

(Zgusta, 1971, s. 81). Palmer (2001, s. 82-86) bir  
a

 keyfi olabil . 

 

 dahi  
. 
  

 ibaresiyle yer 
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3  el 
, 3

savurmak. (TS, 2011, s.539) 

  2. argo Yalan. 3.  
 (TS, 2011, s. 1428) 

tepmek   . 3. 
 

 . 

mi?  
 (TS, 2011, s. 2327) 

 

(b)  
veril  

 
 

  n, 
(TS, 2011, s.460)4 

 

  . 

    (TS, 2011, 2198) 

 

(I)  2. Keskin olmayan. 

  

  (TS, 2011, 1564)5 
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  jingle Jingle 
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http://lugatim.com/s/k%C3%BCt 

k , anlam 

yan anlam olarak eklenmelidir.  
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(c)  

 1. Alay. 2. Komik .  

  
 (TS, 2011, s. 943) 

 

   

 (TS, 2011, s. 2200) 

( ) Y  

  

 (TS, 2011, s. 461) 

 

pat (I) - Mehmet Akif Ersoy 

pat (II)  

pat (III) bitki bilimi  

pat (IV)  (TS, 2011, s. 1897) 

 

(d)  
 

   

 (II) 1. Badana yapmak:  2. Evi temizlemek: .  
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  (DS, 2009, s. 1190) 
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 (I) (
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  2.[-  Yufka 
 

 ). 

 [-   

  

 [-  Pulluk, saban. (DS, 2009, s. 3053)6 

4. Tart  

in 
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olarak, kimi zaman 
 . 

zden 

 (2006, s.133

si elig {el}, ve il el 
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 2. argo Yalan. 3.  Patl     
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