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ABSTRACT

This research article reviews the master theses and doctoral dissertations on English Language
Teaching published between 2001 and 2020 in Turkey. The theses and dissertations were ana-
lyzed in terms of emerging themes, research design, participants, and data collection tools. At the
end of the summative content analysis conducted on 96 doctoral dissertations and 295 master
theses, it was found that the theses and dissertations showed some similarities and differences.
To illustrate, teaching methodology was the most studied theme, while language testing and
assessment was the least studied theme in both groups. In addition, the quantitative research
design was the most preferred one in the MA theses, whereas it was mixed-methods research
design for the PhD dissertations. Moreover, most of the participants in both groups included
tertiary-level students and instructors. Finally, documents were the most employed data collec-
tion tools, but the observation was the least preferred tool in both groups. Further professional
implications are discussed in terms of master theses and doctoral dissertations in the English
Language Teaching field to guide future researchers and offer a new research agenda.

Keywords: Doctoral dissertation, English language teaching, higher education, master thesis,
research trends

6z

Bu arastirma makalesi, Tiirkiye'de 2001-2020 yillari arasinda ingiliz Dili Egitimi (IDE) lizerine
yapilmis olan yiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Tezler, ortaya gikan
temalar, arastirma tasarimi, katilimcilar ve veri toplama araglari agisindan analiz edilmistir. 96
doktora tezi ve 295 yiiksek lisans tezi Uizerinde yapilan 6zetleyici igerik analizleri sonucunda yliksek
lisans ve doktora tezlerinin bazi benzerlik ve farkliliklar gdsterdigi tespit edilmistir. Ornegin, her iki
grupta da 6gretim yontemi en ¢ok calisilan tema iken dlgme ve degerlendirme en az galigilan
tema olmustur. Ayrica yiiksek lisans tezlerinde nicel arastirma deseni en ¢ok tercih edilen desen
iken doktora tezlerinde karma yontem arastirma deseni en ¢ok tercih edilen desen olmustur.
Buna ilaveten her iki grupta da yliksekdgretim diizeyindeki 6grenciler ve egitimciler, katimcilarin
g¢ogunlugunu olusturmustur. Son olarak, her iki grupta da dokimanlar en ¢ok kullanilan veri
toplama araglari iken en az tercih edilen arag ise gézlem olmustur. Gelecekteki aragtirmacilara
rehberlik etmek ve yeni arastirma giindemi sunmak icin IDE alanindaki yiiksek lisans ve doktora
tezleri baglaminda ilgili mesleki gikarimlar bu galigma kapsaminda tartigilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yiiksek lisans tezi, doktora tezi, ingilizce 6§retimi, yiiksekdgretim, arastirma
egilimleri

Introduction

Research trends in applied linguistics have attracted considerable attention among scholars since
there has been a growing body of research in the past decades (Aciroglu, 2020; Kirmizi, 2012; Lei & Liu,
2019a, 2019b; Ma & Kim, 2014; Ozmen et al.,, 2016; Yihong et al., 2001).
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In the relevant literature, it is seen that research trend studies
or bibliometric studies focused mainly on research articles. Then,
there has been a shift toward other academic genres, including
conference papers, book chapters, student research papers, and
theses and dissertations. While some of these studies take a
holistic view of academic genres in applied linguistics, others are
concerned with more specific fields or subfields of applied linguis-
tics, such as English for academic purposes (EAP) or computer-
assisted language learning (CALL). Besides, some of these studies
had a comparative component at an international level, whereas
some were concerned with research trends at the domestic level.

When research trend studies are examined, it is seen that
research articles are the most commonly studied academic
genre. For example, Lei and Liu (2019a) investigated the research
trends in System’s publications between 1973 and 2017 and con-
cluded that second language acquisition (SLA), teaching prac-
tices, learning strategies and technology, and sociocultural and
sociopsychological issues were the most focused themes. While
some topics like CALL, communicative competence, and learner
strategy were found to be popular across three periods and
remained unchanged, especially the number of studies regard-
ing identity, English as Foreign Language (EFL) learner, English as
Lingua Franca (ELF), and self-efficacy topics showed a significant
increase. Similarly, Lei and Liu (2019b) conducted bibliometric
research on the articles published in 42 Social Science Citation
Index (SSCI) indexed journals in applied linguistics between 2005
and 2016. The authors revealed that research on social class,
language policy, eye tracking, EFL learner, ELF, multilingualism,
and language ideology showed a significant increase. In contrast,
research on communicative competence, academic discourse,
vocabulary acquisition, discourse analysis, heritage language,
self-efficacy, and corpus-based studies remained constant.

In some studies, research trends at the national and international
levels are compared in research articles. To exemplify, Yihong
et al. (2001) compared research methods in applied linguistics
published in journals in China and the West. After analyzing 2486
articles, the authors found out that the research studies were
moving from a nonempirical direction toward an empirical one,
especially with the increase in quantitative studies in China while
the quantitative paradigm was being replaced by qualitative
studies in the West (Yihong et al., 2001). In addition, Choe and Ma
(2013) compared SLA related studies (N=867) in two domestic
and two international journals published between 2007 and 2012.
In both groups, statistical analyses were in the first place, and
grammar, as the target language skill, was prominent. However,
classroom pedagogy had the highest occurrence in domestic
journals regarding research themes, whereas learner traits were
the first in international journals. Finally, to offer a more cross-
cultural perspective, Ma and Kim (2014) examined the articles
published in a domestic journal (English Teaching (ET)) in Korea
and an international journal (TESOL Quarterly (TQ)) between 2011
and 2013. According to the results, university students were the
dominant participants in both journals. As for research meth-
odology, more than half of the studies referred to quantitative
methods in ET, whereas there was nearly an equal share between
quantitative and qualitative methods in TQ In addition, writing
was the most researched skill in ET articles while speaking was
the most researched skill in TQ articles. Finally, socio-cultural fac-
tors were the most studied research topics in TQ articles, whereas
classroom pedagogy came to fore in ET articles.

Latif (2018) investigated English Language Teaching (ELT)
research papers published between 2006 and 2015 and found
out that teacher education was the most studied research topic,
and experimental methods and quantitative data were more pre-
ferred in these papers. Accordingly, the author drew attention to
the causes of dominant ELT research trends in Egypt and claimed
that the local educational research culture, inappropriate inter-
disciplinary approach, reading sources, institutional regulations,
and researchers’ over-reliance on convenience sampling were the
possible causes.

On the other hand, some studies focused on the subfields of
applied linguistics such as CALL, Mobile-Assisted Language
Learning (MALL), and EAP. To begin with, Sallam et al. (2020)
investigated various genres such as conference papers, book
sections, journal articles, and reviews of Language Massive Open
Online Courses (LMOOCs) and concluded that there is still a lack
of LMOOC-related articles in CALL journals. Similarly, Duman
et al. (2015) examined research studies (N=69) published on
MALL in SSCI-indexed international journals between 2000 and
2012. The authors showed that research on MALL increased at a
fast pace from 2008 and reached a peak in 2012. Also, approxi-
mately half of the studies adopted quantitative methods and
again in approximately half of the studies learning approaches
were included as theoretical frameworks. As for EAP, Tazik and
Khany (2019) reviewed the literature on EAP by analyzing 15
books, 6 book chapters, and 347 research articles and revealed
that academic writing, curriculum development, and critical EAP
were the most important challenging issues.

As academic genres, theses and dissertations appear to have
occupied a prominent place in research trend literature in the
Turkish context rather than research articles. First, Kirmizi (2012)
examined MA theses in ELT published between 2005 and 2010 in
Turkey. The author revealed that the theses were conducted on
language skills (N=59), psychology (N=233), teaching methods
(N=32), evaluation of materials or curriculum design and evalu-
ation (N=24), linguistics (N=23), learner factors (N =20), teacher
factors (N=19), CALL (N=17), culture and literature (N=12). Sec-
ond, PhD dissertations published in Turkey between 2010 and
2014 were analyzed in terms of subject areas, research para-
digms/techniques, research contexts, scopes, validity/reliability
concerns, and piloting. It was demonstrated that those subject
areas were teaching English as a foreign language (N=76) with
learner and teacher variables as the most studied subarea, for-
eign language teacher education (N =58) with preservice teacher
education as the most studied subarea and SLA (N = 10) with the
acquisition of morphosyntax as the most studied subarea. In
addition, mixed methods (N = 97) was the most preferred method
and tertiary education (N=90) was the most studied research
context (Ozmen et al., 2016). Finally, Aciroglu (2020) examined
research trends in MA theses and PhD dissertations published
on ELT between 2015 and 2018. It was found out that quantita-
tive and mixed methods were the most preferred study designs
while Likert type of survey and semi-structured interview were
the most commonly used data collection tools. As for partici-
pants, undergraduate students, in-service teachers, and teacher
educators formed the majority. Besides, communicative skills,
ELT and learning, and vocabulary teaching were the most com-
mon subjects of study. Accordingly, it was suggested that for fur-
ther research, there should be more qualitative studies for deeper
analyses, more Ministry of National Education (MoNE) students
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as participants and there should be facilitative opportunities for
conducting research with MoNE students.

To provide a more comprehensive perspective about the content
and scope of theses and dissertations at the national level and
pave the way for comparative and international studies in the
future in a specific domain, the researchers in this study aimed to
review the MA theses and PhD dissertations published in Turkey
between 2001 and 2020 and narrowed the scope of the study
to ELT research specifically. Although there has been research
on theses and dissertations in ELT, these studies are limited to
some extent in that while one of these studies is concerned with
only doctoral dissertations (Ozmen et al., 2016), another one is
concerned with only MA theses (Kirmizi, 2012) and finally, another
study examined MA theses and PhD dissertations published only
between four years (Aciroglu, 2020). In this vein, there is still a
gap in the relevant literature to shed light upon the nature of ELT-
related theses and dissertations and a need to offer a detailed
review of the past two decades. Therefore, this study aims to fill
in this niche in the literature by comparing ELT-related MA theses
and PhD dissertations indexed in the National Theses Database
and conducted in Turkey between 2001 and 2020. To this end, the
current study aims to answer the following research questions:

1. Are there any differences between the MA theses and PhD
dissertations on ELT in terms of emerging themes?

2. Are there any differences between the MA theses and PhD
dissertations on ELT in terms of research design?

3. Are there any differences between the MA theses and PhD
dissertations on ELT in terms of participants?

4. Are there any differences between the MA theses and PhD
dissertations on ELT in terms of data collection tools?

Methods

Research Design and Sampling

This study aimed to review ELT-related MA theses and PhD dis-
sertations published between 2001 and 2020 in Turkey in terms
of themes, research design, participants, and data collection
tools. After the materials for the study were gathered, they were
coded on an Excel file, and the researchers coded each study by
its publication year, type, emerging theme, research design, par-
ticipants, and data collection tools. Therefore, the current study
has a descriptive research design because the aim is to explain
the phenomenon in question and include the frequency of occur-
rences as well. This study employed document analysis which is
a form of qualitative research to analyze documentary evidence
via systematic procedures. Inclusion criteria for the documents
were their publication year, genre, and field of study because, spe-
cifically, the MA theses and PhD dissertations in ELT published
between 2001 and 2020 were chosen for this study.

Data Analysis

The researchers referred to summative content analysis as a
qualitative research method to analyze the relevant documents
(Cohen et al., 2013; Fraenkel et al., 2012) via systematically exam-
ining the content to reveal patterns (Leedy & Ormrod, 2001),
and categorize the emerging themes (Dornyei, 2007; Glaser &
Strauss, 2017; Strauss & Corbin, 1998).

While analyzing the data, the researchers built a taxonomy of
emerging themes by moving back and forth due to the iterative
nature of the qualitative data analysis. They identified some key-
words representing the underlying idea in the thesis/dissertation
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content and counted these emerging themes to determine
their frequency. In this vein, summative content analysis, which
includes counting and comparing keywords or content based on
the interpretation of the underlying context, was employed in
this study (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005).

Two researchers were involved in the analyses in order to decrease
the subjectivity of the qualitative data analysis. The researchers
interpreted and categorized the documents separately by com-
paring the theses/dissertations against each otherin line with the
coming data flow. The coders constantly compared the theses/
dissertations with the old ones and new ones in order to be con-
sistent while forming the emerging categories (Glaser & Strauss,
2017; Strauss & Corbin, 1998). Both coders were informed about
the relevant literature and research results to avoid missing any
important points or ending up with irrelevant results.

Since one of the aims was to reveal the themes, the coders
checked their own categories for intra-rater reliability and com-
pared their findings together via online meetings for inter-rater
reliability and trustworthiness. Due to the bottom-up nature of
the qualitative analysis, the coders went through some stages in
order to reach and offer a general framework. In other words, they
went through open coding, focused coding, and axial coding in
order to reach the emerging themes (Kolb, 2012).

The coders separately analyzed the theses/dissertations and
came up with their own draft forms. Three weeks later, they made
some revisions and gave the final shape to their own work to
ensure intra-rater reliability. Furthermore, after a quarter of the
total documents (25%) were analyzed, they had a meeting and
compared their emerging themes to find out the agreement lev-
els according to the inter-rater formula (Miles & Huberman, 1994).
In the first round, the inter-rater reliability formula was found to
be 70% and the coders detected the disagreed categories. Then,
they discussed some expressions that may cause differences or
ambiguity. After the first meeting, the coders continued to ana-
lyze the rest of the materials. When all of the documents (100%)
were analyzed separately, they held the second meeting, where
the inter-rater reliability was calculated again. In the second
round, the inter-rater reliability was 90%. Both rounds indicated
a high level of agreement between the coders as 70% agreement
is regarded to be the minimal ideal level for inter-rater reliability.
However, both coders held a detailed discussion about the dis-
agreed points until there was a complete agreement.

Procedures

The researchers first got official permission from the University’s
Ethical Committee, where the study was conducted. Then, they
referred to the official website of the Council of Higher Education,
the National Theses Database, in order to reach the MA theses
and PhD dissertations published between 2001 and 2020 in the
field of ELT.

As is seen in Figure 1, the researchers searched the keyword
“English language teaching” in the aforementioned website and
analyzed the emerging theses and dissertations in terms of their
publication year, title, theme, and research methodology with
regard to research design, participants/materials/subjects and
data collection tools. For this purpose, the researchers down-
loaded each thesis and dissertation, carefully examined their
abstract and methodology sections, and where necessary, exam-
ined results sections to get an overview of the nature of the study.
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Identification

National Theses Database= M.A. and PhD studies on English language teaching (n = 514)

Screening

M.A. and PhD studies between 2001-2020 (n= 383)

Eligibility

studies in Turkish were included (n=5) | —

studies only with abstract were included
(n=76)

studies in different departments were
included (n=17)

Some studies indexed in categories
other than education and training were
included (n= 8)

Excluded studies (studies which were conducted in different contexts, had ELT participants partially, were in the
form of review of methods, were conducted in different departments or had no methodology part) (n=21)

Studies included for analysis (n= 391)

Figure 1.
The Prisma Flow Diagram for Paper Selection Process.

Since the abstract sections were insufficient for giving detailed
information about the research methodology, the researchers
moved on to the methodology and sometimes results/findings
sectionsto avoid missing any important detail about the research
trends and methodological issues.

At the end of the analyses, according to Table 1, it was found out
that there were 101 PhD dissertations related to ELT in Turkey
between 2001 and 2020. The year with the most PhD disserta-
tions is 2016 (f=12) and 2020 (f=11), respectively, while the least
numbers belong to 2007 and 2001 with only one dissertation.
According to the table, there were 35 PhD dissertations pub-
lished between 2001 and 2010, while there were 66 PhD disser-
tations published between 2011 and 2020.

A high majority of the dissertations were conducted within the
ELT departments, but three were conducted at the Departments
of Curriculum and Instruction. Since these were still related to
ELT, they were included in the study. The dissertations which

E::st‘)lijtion of PhD Dissertations and MA Theses by Year

Year PhD Dissertations MATheses
2001-2010 35 143
2011-2020 66 168
Total 101 31

were conducted in a different country were excluded from the
study. That is, two dissertations were conducted in Iran, and they
were thus excluded. Also, one of the dissertations included ELT
Department students as one part of the study and offered lim-
ited insights on ELT, so it was also excluded. Additionally, one of
the dissertations analyzed the validity of the claims of a model
and another one reviewed language teaching methods. Thus,
both were excluded from the study. On the other hand, it should
be noted that 10 dissertations only had an abstract but were
not in the form of full texts on the website. Since the research-
ers were not able to reach the full texts of these dissertations,
only the abstracts were analyzed. All in all, five dissertations were
excluded, and 96 were included in the analyses.

As for MA. theses, it was found out that there were 311 MA theses
related to ELT in Turkey between 2001 and 2020. The year with
the most number of MA theses is 2019 (f=36), whereas the year
with the least numberis 2008 (f=6). According to the table, there
were 143 MA theses published between 2001 and 2010 while
there were 168 MA theses published between 2011 and 2020. A
majority of the theses were conducted within ELT Department;
however, five were conducted at the Department of Curriculum
and Instruction (two were written in Turkish), two were conducted
at the Department of English Linguistics and Literature, two were
at the Department of Western Languages and Literature Applied
Linguistics, one was at Department of Translation and Interpre-
tation, one was at the Department of Educational Administra-
tion and Supervision, one was at the Department of Computer
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Education and Instructional Technology (written in Turkish). These
theses were still related to ELT, so they were included. Among
these theses, four were included since they focused on ELT.
Finally, 67 MA theses were available in abstracts but not as full
texts. However, these theses were still considered for the analy-
ses based on the limited information provided in the abstract.

As for the excluded theses, one of the theses written in Turkish
was conducted at the Department of Psychological Services in
Education including ELT Department students as one part of
the study and offered limited insights on ELT, so it was excluded.
Another one was conducted at the Department of Education
Management and Supervision and again included ELT Depart-
ment students as one part of the study, offering limited insights
on ELT, so it was excluded. Also, the theses which were conducted
in a different country were excluded from the study in that four
were conducted in Irag, one in Libya, and one in Kosovo, so
they were all excluded due to contextual differences. The other
excluded theses were conducted on different groups that were
not related to ELT. For example, the ones conducted with par-
ticipants from different departments and faculties, and the ones
in the form of a review of literature were also excluded from the
study. All in all, 16 MA theses were excluded, and 295 theses were
included in the analyses.

Findings

Emerging Themes and Categories

At the end of the analyses, seven themes emerged in the MA the-
ses and these are presented in Table 2. These themes were teach-
ing methodology, SLA, program and material evaluation, teacher
education, discourse analysis, intercultural communication, and
language testing and assessment. While teaching methodology
was the most studied theme with 104 occurrences, language
testing and assessment was the least studied theme with 15
occurrences.

Categories of these themes are as in the following. The teaching
methodology theme covered the categories of teaching language
skills and domains, approaches and methods, technology-
assisted language learning (TALL), and academic writing. Teacher
education included professional development, teacher beliefs,
and teacher competencies. Program and material evaluation con-
sisted of program, course, and coursebook evaluation, Common
European Framework (CEF)/English Language Portfolio (ELP), and
syllabus suggestions. The SLA theme contained acquisition theo-
ries, learning styles and strategies, individual differences, and ELF.
On the other hand, the intercultural communication theme was
made up of studies on pragmatics, nonverbal communication,
sociocultural principles, and nonlinguistic elements. Discourse
analysis studies covered the categories of discourse markers,
genre analysis, corpus studies, and conversation analysis.

As for the PhD dissertations, again, seven themes emerged, and
these are presented in Table 3. These themes were teaching
methodology, teacher education, program and material evalua-
tion, SLA, intercultural communication, discourse analysis, and
language testing and assessment. While teaching methodol-
ogy was the most studied theme with 28 occurrences, language
testing and assessment was the least studied theme with three
occurrences.

As it is seen, teaching methodology was the most studied theme
while language testing and assessment was the least studied
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Table 2.

Emerging Themes and Categories in the MA Theses

Theme

Category

Frequency

Teaching
methodology

Second language
acquisition

Program and
material
evaluation

Teacher education

Discourse analysis

Intercultural
communication

Language testing
and assessment

Language skills/domains

Approaches and methods

Technology-assisted language learning

Academic writing

Total

Individual differences
Learning styles and strategies
Acquisition theories

English as a Lingua Franca (ELF)
Total

Material evaluation

Program and curriculum evaluation
CEF/ELP

Total

Professional development
Teacher beliefs

Teacher competency
Pedagogical content knowledge
Metalinguistic knowledge
Needs assessment

Total

Discourse markers, theories, genres
Corpus study

Conversation analysis

Total

Pragmatics

ICC

Nonverbal communication
Sociocultural principles
Twitter

Body language awareness
Implicatures

Willingness to communicate
Self-efficacy

Repetitions

Visibility

Task effect

Total

Testing speaking

Literacy measure

Testing writing

Testing vocabulary

Testing reading

LYS-5

Language assessment

Web 2.0 tools

Alternative assessment
Proficiency test

Portfolio development

Total

49
27
23

5

104
32
21
1

3
67
20
19

4
43

21

NN -

N

15

Note: CEF=Common European Framework; ELP = English Language Portfolio; ICC:

Intercultural Communicative Competence. LYS-5 = EAT; (EAT: English Admission Test).
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theme in both MA theses and PhD dissertations. Another similar-
ity was the program and material evaluation theme which was in
third place in both groups.

Research Design

Out of 311 MA theses, 16 were excluded due to the scope or con-
text of the study and 104 did not explicitly indicate the research
design of the study so they were also excluded. In total, 191 MA
theses explicitly indicated the research design. The distribution
of the research design of the MA theses is shown below.

The theses and dissertations that adopted quantitative research
design relied on experimental, descriptive, survey, quasi-experi-
mental, explanatory, exploratory, and correlational studies. How-
ever, the studies with qualitative research design referred to the
case study, action research, conversation analysis, discourse analy-
sis, corpus study, phenomenological study, and document analysis.

According to Table 4, three different research design types were
used in the relevant MA theses. Among these, the quantitative
research design (f=89) was the most preferred research design, this
was followed by the mixed-methods research design (f=54), and
finally, the qualitative research design was in the third place (f=48).

Out of 101 PhD dissertations, five were excluded due to the scope
or context of the study and 17 did not explicitly indicate the
study's research design so they were excluded. In total, 79 PhD
dissertations explicitly indicated the research design. The dis-
tribution of the research design of the PhD dissertations is pre-
sented in Table 5.

According to the table, three different research designs were
employed again in the relevant PhD dissertations. Among these,
mixed-methods research design (f=39) was the most preferred
research design, whereas qualitative research design (f=22) was
in the second place. Finally, quantitative research design (f=18)
was in the third place. It seems that the MA theses and PhD dis-
sertations followed research designs in different frequencies.
Specifically, while quantitative research design was the dominant
design in the MA theses, mixed-methods research design was
the dominant one in the PhD dissertations.

Participants

Out of 311 MA theses, 23 were excluded due to the scope of the
study or limited/no information provided in the abstract. Thus,
the participants/materials/subjects in 288 MA theses are dis-
played in Table 6. Tertiary-level students included undergraduate
and graduate students in different departments and preparatory
class students. Instructors included three categories, namely
university lecturers at different departments, in-service English
teachers, and administrators. K-12 students were MoNE students.
Documents covered coursebook, corpus, and curriculum. Finally,
the “others” group included parents, preschool children, special-
ists, counselors, and native speakers of English and Turkish.

When the participants in the MA theses were analyzed, it was
seen that five different groups/materials were included as parti
cipants/materials. Among them, tertiary-level students (f=225)
were the most studied group, whereas others (f=10) were the
least focused groups as participants.

Out of 101 PhD dissertations, five were excluded and the parti
cipants/materials/subjects in 96 PhD dissertations are displayed
inTable 7.

Table 3.
Emerging Themes and Categories in the PhD Dissertations
Theme Category Frequency
Teaching Language skills/domains 11
methodology Approaches and methods
Technology-assisted language
learning
Academic writing 5
Total 28
Teacher education  Professional development 6
Teacher beliefs 5
Teaching identity 2
Teacher competencies 2
Professional vision 1
Teaching image 1
Engagement with research 1
Post-observation feedback 1
Peer mentoring 1
Preparing a new syllabus 1
Reflective teaching 1
Total 22
Program and Program and curriculum evaluation
material evaluation Material evaluation
CEFJELP
Total 18
Second language Acquisition theories
acquisition Learning styles and strategies
Individual differences
English as a Lingua Franca (ELF)
Total 15
Intercultural Curriculum analysis 1
communication Academic self-concept 1
Critical intercultural awareness 1
Lecturer attitudes 1
Pragmatic competence 1
Willingness to communicate 1
Total 6
Discourse analysis  Genre analysis 2
Conversation analysis 3
Total 5
Language testing Foreign language assessment 1
and assessment literacy
Cognitive diagnostic assessment 1
Portfolio assessment 1
Total 3

Note: CEF=Common European Framework; ELP =English Language Portfolio.

When the participants in the PhD dissertations were analyzed,
it was seen that five different groups/materials were included
as participants/materials. Among them, tertiary-level students
(f=84) were the most studied group whereas MoNE students
(f=2) were the least focused group. According to the tables,
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Note: MoNE = Ministry of National Education.

Table 4. Table 6.
Research Design of the MA Theses Pa