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ABSTRACT

This article deals with the excavation results of the stadium, which was discovered during the construction works
in Bolu center in 2008 and restarted in 2022. This study, it was tried to date the stadium and evaluate the
excavation findings. In the 2022 excavation, it was determined that the northeastern end of the Claudiopolis
stadium extended under the apartment building and the southwestern end curved towards izzet Baysal Street,
the stadium was sphendone and 94.50 m long, the rows of seats were divided into 16 keiles, and the remains of
the Ottoman Period building, the function of which could not be determined, were the Last Ottoman Period
mansion (pavilion) bath. In the bottom sounding we opened considering that the ground of the stadium was
deeper, it was understood that the height of the front blocking stones of the guard wall, as well as the small creek
stone under the blockage, black slate air, and other materials, the compressed structure was strengthened. The
festivals celebrated for Antinoos and Hadrianus, who made the city of Claudiopolis famous in their entire kingdom,
including music, gladiator shows, wild animal struggles, and sports competitions. Unfortunately, we cannot say
exactly in which year the stadium was built, since the fragment with the Emperor's Reign Period was not found in
the excavations among the plates bearing the building inscription. However, it is understood that it was financed
by Domitius Ponticus lulianus and his family and was dedicated to Emperor Hadrian.
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Stadion kazilari 1Is1ginda Claudiopolis’ten yeni arkeolojik veriler

OZET

Bu makale, 2008 yilinda Bolu merkezde insaat calismalari sirasinda tespit edilen ve 2022 yilinda yeniden baslanan
stadionun kazi sonuclarini konu alir. Bu calisma ile stadionun tarihlendirilmesine ve kazi bulgularinin
degerlendirilmesine calisiimistir. 2022 yili kazisinda; Claudiopolis stadionunun kuzeydodu ucu apartman altina,
glineybati ucu ise izzet Baysal Caddesi'ne dogru kavisli bir sekilde uzandig, stadionun sphendoneli ve 94,50 m
uzunlugunda oldugu, oturma siralarinin 16 keileye ayrildigi ve fonksiyonu tespit edilemeyen Osmanli Donemi yapi
kalintisinin da Son Osmanli Donemi Kosk (Konak) hamami oldugu tespit edilmistir. Yeni olarak stadionun
zemininin daha derinde oldugu dusunulerek agtigimiz sondajda balustrat duvarinin 6nunde blokaj taslar
bulunmus, ayrica blokajin altina kliclk dere taglar, siyah kayrak topragi ve diger malzemeler ile sikistirilmis taban
yapllarak saglamlastirldigi anlasilmistir. Claudiopolis kentini tUm imparatorlukta UnlU yapan Antinoos ve
Hadrianus igin kutlanan bayramlardi. Yapi yazitini tagiyan levhalar arasinda imparatorun hiikimdarlik yilinin yazili
oldugu parcanin kazida bulunamamis olmasi sebebiyle stadionun tam olarak hangi yilda insa edildigi konusunda
bilgi sahibi degiliz. Ancak yapinin Domitius Ponticus lulianus ve ailesi tarafindan finanse edildigi ve dénemin
iktidari olan imparator Hadrianus'a adandigj anlasiimaktadir.

ANAHTAR KELIMELER

T Herkese acik verilere erisildiginden dolayi etik kurul karari veya onayi alinmamistir.

Auf: Yigitpasa, D. (2024). New archaeological data from Claudiopolis in the light of stadion excavations. Ordu Universitesi Sosyal
Bilimler Arastirmalari Dergisi, 14(4), 1321-1339. https://doi.org/10.48146/0dusobiad. 1313024

Sorumlu Yazar: davut.yigitpasa@omu.edu.tr © 2024 0DU SOBIAD


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8821-5628

ODUSOBIAD 1322
Bolu, stadyum, Clauidopolis, Hadrianus, kdsk (konak) hamami.

Introduction

As for the city, the following were found during 1978 Bolu/Hisartepe excavations: The Hadrian
Temple (Yalman, 1981, p. 435 etc.), the stadion, a mosaic Flat, monumental structure, and
Roman road remains on the southern slopes of Hisartepe, a theater in the south of Firkatepesi;
and the agora and statues (Ozgan, 1997, p. 155 etc.) on Kargatepesi. The architectural remains
revealed that the settlement area of the city of Claudiopolis was located on these three hills.
Columns, architraves, and frieze fragments belonging to the Temple of Hadrian and fragments
of the epitaph frieze belonging to the stadion are exhibited in the Bolu Museum (Figure 1)
(Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 66) (Figures 3, 7-8).

The lack of archaeological excavations in Bolu also prevents the available information from
defining the culture and establishing relationships. With the relative scarcity of excavations and
research in the region, chronological problems, cultural relations, protection, and effective
promotion of the Cultural Heritage, it is possible to contribute to cultural memory by arranging
the Hisartepe Acropolis and Stadium as an "Archeopark". Bolu will gain the identity of being an
important tourist city in archaeological and cultural terms and the tourism potential of the region
will increase rapidly.

The aims and objectives of the excavations are to accelerate the archeology of Bolu, to
reconsider chronological problems and cultural relations in this context, to reveal the
relationship of Claudiopolis with other cities and the values it keeps through scientific
excavations, to protect the cultural heritage and to promote it effectively and to bring it into the
region's tourism.

Bolu/Claudiopolis Stadion Excavation (2022)

The stadion in Bolu Province, Central District, Akpinar Neighborhood sits on a total of eight plots
numbered 15, 16, 17, 18, 42, 43, 61, 64 at layout no 9, block no 248. Bolu/Claudiopolis Stadion
Excavations started on July 21, 2022, under the direction of the Bolu Provincial Directorate of
Culture and Tourism and Museum Directorate with the permission of the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums. It started on 21.07.2022 with
the participation of Samsun Ondokuz Mayis University, Archeology Department Assoc. Dr. Davut
YiGITPASA and Ondokuz Mayis University undergraduate and graduate level 6 students and 6
workers, and the first stage was completed on 07.09.2022 and the student group in the
excavation team left the excavation. In the following period, excavations continued with the
expert staff and workers of the Museum directorate and the work was completed as of
20.11.2022. Total 150 days (Figures 5-9).2

The rescue excavations conducted by the Bolu Archaeological Museum in 2008 (Glines, 2010,
pp. 159-173; 2011, pp. 294-308) unearthed the remains of a stadion, apparently built during the
reign of Emperor Hadrian (117-138 AD), on the southern slope of Hisartepesi, the Acropolis of
Claudiopolis. Excavations resumed in 2022 after a long break (Yigitpasa, 2023, pp. 64-85;
Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas 2024, pp. 9-24) (Figures 3, 7-8).

We worked in 23 plan squares measuring 4x4 m in front of the balustrade wall of the stadion,
31.70x0.70 m step-shaped terrace above the seating rows of the stadion, plan squares 24, 25,

2| would like to thank The Ministry of Culture and Tourism, General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums, the Director of
Culture Hakan Doganay and the Director of Museum Atilgan Kaya, who enabled the excavation to start again in 2022, and made
great sacrifices.
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26, 27,28 measuring 2.50x10 m and plan square 29 measuring 7x7 m (Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas
2024, p. 9) (Figures 7-12).

Stadion

As mentioned by Strabon (14. 1, 43), the stadion reflects the superior features of Roman Period
architecture. The stadion was built on the southern slope of Hisartepesi, leaning on the natural
slope, using cut stones, without mortar and with the cladding technique. Since it was
constructed in accordance with the topography, it has an impressive infrastructure. The seating
benches of the partially preserved structure on the southern slope of Hisartepe and its
infrastructure in the northwest corner can be well traced.

Extending in the northeast-southwest direction, the stadion sits on layout no 9, block no 248,
plots no 61, 64, 18, 17, 16, 15, 43, and 42, a total of eight plots. It lies parallel to izzet Baysal
Street in the Akpinar neighborhood. The results showed that while 94.50 meters of the structure
is standing, about an equal portion was destroyed long ago (Figures 4, 7-8).

The stadion, an architectural masterpiece in terms of typology, construction technique, and
functionality, is observed as one-sided on the slope. The scientific study on the stadion in 2022
revealed that the slope on which the rows of seats are based somehow continues. | consider
that the stadion was built in the 'U' plan type with a sphendoned (semicircular)® turning section.
However, the publications about the city reported that Claudioapolis had two theaters and a
stadion. There are cities in Anatolia, such as Laodikeia and Apameia Kelanai, which house two
theaters and a stadion. In a similar situation, it is possible that a massive building with
sphendones might not have been needed in Claudiopolis. However, it should not be forgotten
that the south spectator tribune of the stadion and a part of the running track were destroyed
during the expansion of Gerede Street in 1933/34 and 1972 due to road and building
constructions. B. Yalman stated that some seat rows and various architectural pieces were
exposed during the street excavation work in 1972, approximately 150 m east of the stadion,
and provided photographs and drawings of the ruins (Yalman, 1986, pp. 435-450). Examining
the architectural elements of the building after this destruction, N. Firatli stated that the diazoma
and sitting steps belong to the theater cavea, and the architectural blocks decorated with
garlands and the inscribed architrave belonged to the stage building of this theater (Firatl, 1979,
p. 114). Afterward, F. Becker-Bertau supported N. Firatli and defined the building as a theatre
(Becker-Bertau, 1986, p. 23). N. Firatli and F. Becker-Bertau mistakenly identified the building as
a theater and stated that the destroyed remains belonged to a second theater in Claudiopolis.
However, an evaluation of the photographs in these publications as a result of our works
suggested that the destroyed benches may be the eastern extensions of the stadion unearthed
during the salvage excavation (Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 67).

In the main axis orientation of the stadiums, it has been determined that the North-South
direction is generally the most prolific. There are some exceptions to this orientation due to
topographical reasons, such as the stadion of Claudiopolis, oriented in the Northeast-Southwest
direction. A total of 5 seating rows were unearthed. The seating rows were divided into 16 keiles
(seating sections between the steps), with step sections descending in the north-south
direction. The number of steps identified in the widest part of the stadium is 14. Seven steps in
the 1st row of stairs at the southwest end, nine steps in the 2nd, 12 steps in the 3rd, 14 steps in
the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th, 12 steps in the 8th, six steps in the 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th,
and five steps in the 15th and last row (northwest tip) have been preserved. Although the first
row of seats, 94 cm deep from the balustrade wall, was reported as 77.25 m in the 2008
excavation, it has been determined to be 75.37 m in dimensions and damaged in the last 14

3 The intention behind designing the stadium's narrow sides in a semicircular (crescent moon) shape was to enhance the audience's
visual experience. This architectural approach, employed in stadiums like Aphrodisias, Laodikeia, Nikopolis, Nysa, besides
Claudiopolis, was referred to as the "stadion amphitheatron” style. Strabon, 14. 1, 43; Yildirim, 2009, p. 44; The inscription of the
Laodikeia Stadion confirms this statement. Simsek, 2007, pp. 200-204.
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years. The 2nd row of seats is 45.85 m, the 3rd is 39.83 m, the 4th is 36.78 m, and the top 5th
row is 23.97 m long (Figures 7-8, 11). Like Claudioapolis, Laodikeia is known to have two
theaters and a stadium, and Apameia and Kelani are also considered to have two theaters, but
this is yet to be confirmed, and inscriptions indicate a double sphendone stadium structure.

On the first seat row;

The dimensions of the steps are as follows: 1st step 72x22x27 cm, 2nd step 72x24x27 cm, 3rd
step 72x24x27 cm, 4th step 72x25x26 cm, 5th step 72x26x29 cm, and 6th step 72x29x27 cm.
The Tst step is 34 cm higher than the blockage.

The dimensions between the stairs are as follows: 1-2 5.60 m, 2-3 5.70 m, 3-4 5.64 m, 4-5 5.62
m, 5-6 5.63m, 6-7 5.60m, 7-8 5.63 M, 8-9 5.65m, 9-10 5.64 m, 10-11 5.65m, 11-12 5.97 m, 12-
135.68m, 13-14 5.59 m, 14-15 5.62 m, 15-apartment building 2.96 m.

The seating rows of the stadion extending in the northeast-southwest direction are 39-40 cm
high and 73-74 cm deep. The length of the section, which separates the spectator section from
the running track and has inscription plates on the front side (Balustrade), is 94.50 meters. The
northeastern end of the stadium extends under the apartment building, and the southwestern
end curves towards Izzet Baysal Street.

A total of 23 plan squares, each measuring 4x4 meters, were set up in front of the balustrade
wall of the stadium by attaching strip bands to iron rods, and work was conducted within these
areas. The excavations started from the 1st plan square at the southwest end of the stadion.
While the 2008 excavation indicated that the stadion was 93.20 m long, the continuation of the
stadion was tracked in the section where the concrete embankment built by the municipality in
the southwest corner was located, revealing that the existing stadion was 94.50 m long. The
thin vertical stone to the southwest of the 1st staircase measures 24x102 cm and has a clamp
slot on it. This vertical stone rested on two stones. The dimensions of this stone on the floor at
the bottom of the balustrade under the stairs from the vertical stone are 130 cm in length, 54
cm in depth, and 32 cm in height (thickness) in front and 40 cm towards the back. This stone
continues 73 cm southeast from the vertical stone. Thanks to our work in this area, we found
out what the balustrade's interior was like. The interior of the balustrade, which is in the shape
of a chest except for the part leaning against the hill, was filled with large and small stones, part
of the floor was paved with smoothly worked stones, while part was filled with compacted river
stone, and the section leaning against the hill was completely filled with compacted river stone.
This flat-cut floor stone is 60x51x25 cm in dimensions. Therefore, the discovery of these paving
stones revealed that the stadion continued 120 cm from the vertical stone. The next section
cannot be traced because it was destroyed during the road construction by the municipality.
The municipality built a high concrete set wall to prevent soil from flowing into this section. In
the 2008 excavation, the soil after the last step down to the stadion was considered the ground
and left like this. However, we opened a borehole, thinking the stadion floor was deeper down.
Newly, we found blocking stones in front of the balustrade wall. This blockage extending for
94.50 m was completely exposed (Figures 12-13). The lengths of the blocking stones are 70-
176 cm, and the widths vary from 50 cm to 0 cm as they were destroyed by the rows of shops
builtinthe 1970s. In plan square 22, a 75X50 cm borehole was drilled to the south of the blocking
stone measuring 74x38x28 cm to determine whether this blockage continues to the south
(Figure 15). We observed that the blockage continued in front of the balustrade wall in the
northeast-southwest direction in a single row but did not continue toward the south (due to
destruction). We also found that the blockage was reinforced by making a compacted base with
small river stones, black slate soil, and other materials. How this section continues towards the
running track (to the south) is yet to be determined. We observed that 23.45 m after the existing
northeast end of the stadion, i.e,, 80 cm southwest of the 13th stair row, it continued by
descending 13 cm (Figure 13). Therefore, while the distance between the blockage and the 1st
step is 23.5-25 cm at the northeast end, it is 32-34 cm high at the southwest end because of
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this level difference. The stone between the Tst step and the blockage has a 5-13.5 cm
protrusion (Figure 14). Since destroyed by the shops, itis unknown how many cm the protrusion
actually is (Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas 2024, p. 10).

Looking between the 1st-2nd stair row from the front, after the stones of 100x35,5 cm, 135x35,5
cm, 147x35,5 cm, 97x35,5 cm, 151x35,5 cm, 102x35,5 cm on the blockage, after the stones of
100x35,5 cm, 135x35,5 cm, 147x35,5 cm, 97x35,5 cm, 151x35,5 cm, 102x35,5 cm, 5 cm
indented inwards, then horizontal and vertical stones, respectively, after the 25x100 cm vertical
block, 100x135 cm horizontal block, on top of the blocks of 24x100 cm, 100x156 cm, 24x100
cm, 100x178 cm and 24x100 cm, the horizontal stones from the front to form a chest are 26x70
cm, 26x180 cm, 26x189 cm, 26x117 cm respectively and the upper flat section of these stones
(top of the balustrade) measures 94x70 cm, 94x180 cm, 94x189 cm, 94x117 cm. The Tst
seating row on the balustrade starts after a depth of 84 cm. The 1st block in the 1st seating row
has a side section of 10x9.5 cm, a height of 35.5 cm, and a length of 227 cm. It has a curved
section of 30.5 cm and a straight section of 7 cm. Block 2 is 228 cm long. After 74 cm depth
from the 1st seating row, the 2nd row starts. The 1st seating row was damaged after the 13th
stair row. The 2nd seating row is also the 7th step. The 2nd seating row has a width of 12 cm
from the front, a curve of 9 cm, a depth of 34, 169, 163, 153 and a width of 27 cm, a curve of 31
cm and a straight section of 7.5 cm, i.e. a height of 38.5. The 3rd row begins at a depth of 74
cm. The 3rd seatingis 11,194, 189, 170, and 15 cm wide. Seat 4 is 16, 27.5, 112, 130, 234, 234,
40, and 13 cm wide.

The horizontal stones on the balustrade wall facade vary in size between 1-2.66 m, and the
vertical stones vary in thickness between 18-42 cm.

Steps 1-5 are made entirely from a single block in the form of a rectangular prism, while step 6
has a protrusion of 13 cm in height after the depth of the step to coincide with the 1st seating
row and adjust the step ratio at the top. The first five steps are in regular blocks with average
dimensions of 52x26x71 cm. The 6th step is 41x55 cm, and the upper part continues 27 cm flat,
13 cm high, and 28 cm flat. After the 7th step, the blocks themselves were processed into two
steps, and there were seating benches on the protruding sections on both sides of these steps.
On the right of some of these blocks and on the left of others, the steps were terminated and
the seating benches were joined. These carved stairs 7-14 are less meticulous than the block
stairs in rows 1-6.

On the 2nd staircase, the 10 cm high section between the 6th and 7th steps is not set on top
exactly but protrudes from 4 to 9 cm. On the 3rd staircase, 5 cm was left protruding between
steps 6 and 7. Its height is 9 cm. On the 4th staircase, it was left protruding from 6 to 13 cm
between the 6th and 7th steps. Its height is 10 cm. On the 5th staircase, there is no protrusion
between the 6th and 7th steps, and it is placed exactly on top. The 6th staircase hasa2to 1 cm
protrusion between steps 6 and 7. On the 7th staircase, no protrusion was left between the 6th
and 7th steps, and it was placed exactly on top. There is also a 71x15.5x0.4 m frame on the
facade of the 7th step. On the 8th staircase, there is a 1 cm protrusion between steps 6 and 7
(Figure 11).

There are three in-situ stones in front of the 1st step on the 7th staircase. The stones measure
39x37x17 cm, 97x62x21 cm, and 50x68x30 cm (Figure 10).

The distance between the 14th and 15th stairs is 5.64 m. After the 15th staircase, there is 2.90
m. The rest of the staircase was destroyed because it continued into the apartment building.
The balustrade is missing because the upper stones were destroyed (Figure18). According to
Hisartepesi, there are small clamp slots measuring 2x3 cm with an average depth of 4 cm to
fasten the vertical and horizontal stones together, while there are single clamp slots measuring
6x7 cm with an average depth of 5 cm at the end of the vertical stones and horizontal stones in
square and rectangular dimensions (Figure 19). Small iron remains were recovered from the
clamp slot in the vertical thin stone at the southwest end of the 1st staircase. Furthermore, the
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second vertical stone northeast of the 1st staircase is fractured, allowing the iron clamp to be
seen (Figure 17).

A significant part of the area has been opened, but the excavation was redirected to a large soil
mass 2-4 m high, 11.30 m wide, and 95 m long on the upper part of the 5th seating row to
unearth it. The entire 11,30x95 m area was divided into plan squares, and as it is difficult to
evacuate soil, a 31,70x0,70 m step terrace was first constructed at the southern end of this soil
mass to prevent the soil from flowing directly to the seating rows. A 3x0.70 m, 65 cm high
concrete mass of a modern structure left from the 2008 excavation on the 4th seating row was
broken and removed. Maintaining the level of the area, a depth of 60 cm was reached from the
starting point, and a depth of 1T m was reached until the end of the 5th step. After this section, a
second terrace was constructed as the soil mass was unsuitable for evacuation.

Moreover, considering the heavy snow and rainfall in Bolu province, the soil on the last step of
the stadion was removed after constructing a terrace to prevent soil runoff. Starting from the
1st terrace, working in 5 plan squares numbered 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28 measuring 2,50x10 m,
the excavation continued for 50 m with a depth of 60 cm and concluded upon reaching the
Ottoman baths. The soil recovered from these zones was filled into the spaces next to the wall,
and the boring pits opened in 2008. A retaining wall should be built to prevent soil flow from the
base of the wall and the upper part of the hill towards the slopes in the future and to ensure the
required safety measures. Furthermore, the part of the soil mass above the seating rows facing
the stadion was properly removed, and the soil was evacuated.

In order to remove the concrete foundations of the shop built by the municipality, which
exhibited an unsightly appearance inside the fence, and the concrete bars spewing out
irregularly from these foundations, the foundations were removed with the decision of the
Ankara Regional Board for the Protection of Cultural and Natural Assets dated 09.08.2022 and
numbered 3507. In addition, the 30 cm high soil above the blockage up to the fence in front was
removed and taken flat at the level of the pedestrian sidewalk at the northeast end. Due to the
elevation difference, it was beveled towards the southwest end (Figures 20-21) (Yigitpasa, Kaya
& Ontas 2024, p. 12).

Some of the foundations of the modern structure made of concrete, brick, and stone masonry
above the stadion measuring 11.30x9.00 m, with a 1.90 m high front wall and 4.25 m high back
wall, were broken with sledgehammers and removed. The rows of walls in front and west of this
structure and the concrete embankment built to prevent landslides will be removed next year.

There is a round hole resembling a clamp hole with a diameter of 3.6 cm and a depth of 6.5 cm
between stair rows 4-5. On the balustrade wall, 32 cm southeast of the 3rd stair row, is a hollow
circle 10x11 cm in diameter and 6 cm deep. Its function is yet to be determined. A clamp fracture
can be seen northeast of the 8th stair row.

In the flat upper part of the balustrade wall between stair rows 10-11, 1.20 m from stair 11, there
is a 4x4 cm square and 4 cm deep clamp slot. From here to the south is a shallow recess 7.5
cm long for the clamp to fit into. 14 cm south of the clamp slot is a 3x2 cm cavity measuring
3x2 cm and 1.5 cm deep, and 2.7 cm southwest of it is another 3x2 cm cavity measuring 3x2
cm and 1.5 cm deep. These three grooves must have formed the clamp system. 11.5 cm south
of these two grooves is a rectangular depression measuring 19x23 cm and 4 cm deep with
rounded corners. Although the function of this section is unclear, it must have been a
mechanism pit for something to be placed here. Furthermore, it is unclear whether the curved
section 84 cm southwest of this section on the lower facade of the 1st seating row with vertical
dimensions of 13x23 cm and a depth of 7-9 cm is related.

Fragments of a terracotta oil lamp, terracotta nozzle, metal fragments, and broken potsherds
were recovered. Moreover, an inverted marble column base was found 2.30 m southwest of the
southeast corner of the bathhouse (Figure 31). The flat section on which the pedestal sits is
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61x35 cm in diameter and 29 cm high, the top of the column is 30 cm in diameter, and there is
a round clamp pit measuring 5x5 towards the edge (not in the center). It is considered that it
may have been rolled down from the Acropolis of Hisartepe. A spolia marble architectural
element measuring 44.5x35x19 cm was found in the remains of the modern building above the
stadion (Figure 30), which is also considered to be taken from the Acropolis. It was also
understood that a few stadion stones were cut and used in the foundation of this modern
building. Metal nails, hooks, ceramic and oil lamp fragments were recovered during the
excavation (Figures 32-35, 40) (Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas 2024, p. 12). In addition, a total of 7
coins were found behind the inscription, 5 with inscriptions and depictions faded due to their
condition, and one each belonging to Emperor Septimius Severus (AD 193-217) and Emperor
Pautalia Marcus Aurelius (AD 161-180). Excavation Inv. No 4 (729) of these, 2.8 cm. diameter
bronze coin. Obverse: One countermark. The descriptions are faint. Reverse: One countermark.
The descriptions are completely blurry (Figure 41). Excavation Inv. No 9 (734) 2.3 cm. diameter
other bronze coin. The front face is completely faded and oxidized. On the reverse side, there
are two standing figures in a faded condition (Figure 42).

The roof drainage pipe of the apartment building northeast of the stadion was pouring directly
into the stadion. The building manager was requested to transfer the wastewater to another
area to prevent damage to the stadion's foundation and stench.

Since the domed entrance first appeared in the 2nd century AD during the reign of Emperor
Hadrian, the entrance to the stadion of Claudiopolis must also have been domed. We hope to
be able to determine this in the coming years. We also think there must have been under the
stadion galleries, rooms where the gladiators entered the stadion like the athletes in today's
stadiums, and chambers where they put wild animals.

Georadar scanning is planned to be carried out in this area in 2023 before the excavation. We
also hope to find at the entrance of the stadion the statue of Antinoos mentioned by ancient
sources.

Stadion Inscription

The stadion's construction inscription was written very regularly on thin plates and placed in
four panels on the balustrade separating the running field from the spectator tribune in the
middle of the building and thus visually emphasized. Although there are hundreds of
construction inscriptions belonging to the Roman Period in Anatolia, the stadion inscription in
Bolu is known to be unique in terms of architecture (Giines, 2010, pp. 159-173; 2011, pp. 294-
308). Seven inscriptions were revealed, while four plates could not be found (Figures 22-24). The
inscription was engraved on thin marble slabs with very regular letters in two lines.

The fact that these four panels with the inscription were visually brought to the fore gives the
impression that this part is the very center of the stadion. Only a small part of the lower edge of
plate no. 1, which must have been located at the inscription's beginning, remains to this day.
The writing part of plate no. 1 and the plates that should be in 3 separate pieces after plate no.
6 are missing (Gunes, 2010, pp. 159-173; 2011, pp. 294-308). The Turkish translation of the
building inscription, of which four plates were not found, reveals that the building was financed
by Domitius Ponticus lulianus and his family and dedicated to Emperor Hadrian, the ruler of the
period. The Domitiuses, who undertook all the expenses related to the construction of the
stadion, are recognized as one of the city's wealthiest families from other inscriptions found in
Bolu. Celebrated for Antinoos and Hadrian, who made the city of Claudiopolis famous
throughout the empire, these festivals included music, gladiatorial performances, wild animal
fights, and sports competitions. It would not be wrong to think that the stadion financed by
Domitius was used for these competitions. Unfortunately, we cannot tell the exact year the
stadion was built, as the fragment with the year of the Emperor's reign among the plates bearing
the building inscription could not be found during the excavation. We think that by finding these
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missing inscriptions with the continuation of the excavations, we will be able to find out the
exact year in which the stadion was built.

Twenty-three pieces of broken inscription plates were transferred to the museum garden with a
report to prevent them from being stolen and destroyed and ensure restoration. After the
restoration of the inscription, it is planned to be exhibited in the stadion per the decision of the
Ankara Regional Board for the Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage dated 09.09.2008 and
numbered 3507.

These inscription plates were attached to the stadion wall (Balustrade) with iron clamps. Panel
1 is between stairs 9-10, 82x4.96 m in size and 38 cm in height. It is fixed with three iron hooks
from the bottom (Figure 25). Panel 2 between stairs 10-11 measures 82x5.30 m and 38 cm high.
It is fixed with one iron hook on the left side and four iron hooks below. Panel 3 measures
82x4.95 m and 38 cm high between stairs 11-12. It has one hook slot on the left side and four
at the bottom, but no hooks. Panel 4 between stairs 12-13 measures 82x5.13 m and 38 cm high
(Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas 2024, p. 12).

The depth is 11.5 cm. One hook on the left side is broken. There are four hooks at the bottom.
There are five hook slots on the bottom and one on the right side, without hooks. Either they
were destroyed, or the Roman stonemason failed to place them. The back part where the plates
were placed was left unfinished as it was not visible. The remains indicate that the hooks were
reinforced by pouring lead (Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas 2024, p. 13).

Registered as a Grade 1 archaeological site, the stadion is the largest monumental structure
that has survived from the ancient city of Claudiopolis. It is also the first stadion to be unearthed
in the Bithynia Region. Although hundreds of construction inscriptions from the Roman Period
are known in Anatolia, this inscription found in Bolu is architecturally unique.

A retaining wall should be built in order to provide the necessary security measures to prevent
soil flow during the stadion excavation. In addition, the inscription plate placed on the four panels
in the middle part of the balustrade wall was transferred to the Bolu Museum to prevent theft
and destruction of the inscription plates and ensure their restoration (Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas
2024,p.13).4

Late Ottoman Bath

During the 2008 excavation, the remains of an architectural structure were found, concluded to
belong to an Ottoman Period building from the terracotta nozzle and ceramic sherds recovered,
but the function of the building could not be determined (Figure 26) (Gines, 2010, pp. 159-173;
2011, pp. 294-308). In my article where | re-evaluated the results of the 2008 museum rescue
excavation, | stated that it could be a bachelor (Girgik, Cikgik) bathhouse based on the excavation
reports (Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 68; Yigitpasa, Kaya & Ontas 2024, p. 13). However, in the 2022 2nd
Term excavation carried out under my coordination, it was determined that the building remains
were the Mansion (pavilion) bath from the Late Ottoman Period. In many cities in Anatolia, it is
a common tradition for the notables of the city to build bathhouses in the gardens or on the
premises of their mansions or pavilions. Mansion (pavilion) bath consists of a changing room
in the north, a hot room in the southwest of the changing room, a water tank and a stove in the
southeast (Figures 27-28).

In order to fully reveal the remains of the building 1.70 m above the 11th stair row of the stadium,
which probably corresponds to the 5th seating row, and to learn the function of the building,
excavations were carried out on plan square numbered 29, measuring 8x8 m. The remains of
the building measures 5.00 m x 3.80 m in its current state. The highest preserved wall of the
bath is 1.15 m. A section of the foundation remains is covered with stone; it has a rectangular

4 Giines, 2010, p. 161. After the restoration of the inscription, it is planned to be exhibited in its place in the stadium in accordance
with the decision of the Ankara Cultural and Natural Heritage Preservation Regional Board dated 09.09.2008 and numbered 3507.
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plan, extending parallel to the seating rows of the stadion, oriented northeast-southwest,
featuring different wall materials, and its base is partially covered with brick blocking. The walls
of the building, which is understood to be a bathhouse, are constructed with rough-cut stones,
bricks, and plenty of mortar.

While the south wall of the bath is 80 cm thick, the north wall is thinner and 40 cm thick because
it was built on a blockage formed by compressing the river stones laid under the seating rows.
Although we do not have information about the upper cover of the bath, it was likely covered
with characteristic domes and vaults.

Terracotta nozzles belonging to the Late Ottoman Period, metal nails believed to belong to the
wooden door, door lock parts, keystone, glass beads, glass bracelet fragments, and many
broken glazed and unglazed ceramic sherds were recovered inside the building and in the fill
soil (Figures 35-38).

Evaluation and Discussion

The gladiator monument in the Bolu Museum provides information about the types of games
played in the city (Figure 39). The eye section of the upper part of the limestone, shield-shaped
grave monument is shaped like a perforated gladiator's helmet. Next to the helmet is a scraped
dolphin fish. The lower part of the monument continues as a gladiator shield. The inscription is
located here with another dolphin fish figure. There are hermes on both sides of the monument
(Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 70). The inscription on the monument, dating back to the 2nd century AD,
reads, "Priest Secundus erected this for gladiators who fought one on one" (French & Udemis,
1989, pp. 91, 92, 98). Secundus was likely the financier of the gladiatorial games and erected
such a monument to the dead gladiators (Bilir & Tuna, 2022, p. 1232). The second gladiator
inscription on display in the museum is the one Anatole commissioned for her husband
Philokynegos, which reads, "...Invincible Gladiator, with bronze wreath.." (French & Udemis,
1989, pp. 92-93). Gladiatorial games were organized in the stadion of Claudiopolis, as evidenced
by the inscriptions commissioned by the priest Secundus and Anatole (Bilir & Tuna, 2022, p.
1232). The fact that the monuments were found in Tepecik District indicates the presence of a
possible gladiator cemetery here. Furthermore, athletic competitions were replaced by the more
popular gladiatorial games and wild animal shows since the 4th century AD, indicating that the
Claudiopolis stadion must have lasted until these dates (Uzunaslan, 1998, p. 28).

According to the inscription on the structure, the construction was financed by Domitius
Ponticus lulianus and his family and dedicated to Emperor Hadrian, the ruler of the period. The
fragment bearing the inscription of the year of the Emperor's reign was not found during the
excavation among the plates bearing the building inscription. It is also known that the Domitius
family had been present in the region since the Late Republic. Roman public works must have
expanded in the city, which gained importance during the Imperial Period. The stadion was used
in the agons mentioned above. Although there is no precise information on whether the building
was built before Hadrian, the data present indicated that the Domitius family carried out
important public works for the city before Emperor Hadrian. Accordingly, it is difficult to say
exactly in which year the stadion was built (Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 70).

Conclusion

The 2022 excavations yielded important data on the construction date and typology of the
structure. The recovered ceramic sherds and coins show that the stadion was used in the 2nd
and 3rd centuries AD (Figure 40). The latest of the eight bronze coins discovered behind the
inscription is dated to the reign of Emperor Septimius Severus (193-217 AD), which gives a
precise date for the late use of the stadium. In addition to these archaeological data, Marcus
Aerelius, T. Aeilius Aurelius Menandros, Aphrodisias Athletes Union, Gnaeus Domitius Panticus
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lulianus, Priest Secundus, Anatole, M. Demetrianos dating back to the 3rd century AD, Marcus
Aurelius of Aphrodisias, T. Aelius Aurelius Menandros, lulianus and his wife. Aleksandra's tomb,
dated to the 3rd century AD, provides data regarding the late use of the stadium, as can be
understood from the inscriptions (Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 70).

In terms of planning, changes were made in Anatolian stadia's sphendone section in the Late
Roman Period. A set was drawn in the middle of the race track in the sphendone sections of the
Aphrodisias and Perge stadia. Studies reported that this was carried out for gladiator games
(Uzunaslan, 2010, p. 20). This may have been done due to the city's decreasing population and
welfare level. It is possible to say that these large stadia lost their primary construction function
in the late periods (Coksolmaz, 2022a, p. 24). However, we can state that these applications
were not performed in the Claudiopolis stadion.

As mentioned above, the remains of the stadion continue towards Plots 42 and 43 to the east
and towards Plots 671 and 64 to the west and southwest of Plots 15-16-17-18. In order to reveal
the extensions of the stadion in other plots, it is necessary to continue rescue excavations in
layout 9, block 248, plots 42, 43, 61, and 64. Essential works to reveal the stadion in its entirety,
which has been partly uncovered, are being carried out today. Therefore, excavation and
earthworks started here in 2022. The four plates of the inscription, which could not be found in
2008, and the continuation of the seating rows may be recovered with new excavations. If the
top seating row is identified, the audience capacity can also be estimated. Since the present
settlement was built on top of the ancient city, no structure has survived standing to this day.
Although the building was considered to have a one-sided seating arrangement as far as it is
observed on the soil surface today, the studies of 2022 suggested it had sphendones. The partial
size of the building is 94.50 m. It can be suggested that the building must have been larger for
the agons organized in the city in the Emperor's name. Constructing stadions on the hillside
slope is a widely used technique in Anatolia. The one-sided appearance of the Claudiopolis
Stadion today is similar to these stadions. However, there is a possibility that the opposite
tribline was on a vault while one side was on a slope. Our recent studies suggest that the
stadium had a sphendone. It was stated that it was divided into 15 keiles in the 2008 excavation
(Figure 11) (Glnes, 2010, pp. 160-161). The scientific excavations of 2022 evinced that the seat
rows descending in the north-south direction into 16 keiles, not 15. We found that the blockage
continued in front of the balustrade wall. We also observed that the blockage was reinforced by
making a compacted base with small river stones, black slate soil, and other materials (Figures
12-13).

The stadion excavation finds group is diverse. The reports of other stadion excavations in
Anatolia do not include detailed analyses, so it isn't easy to make comparisons. The stadion site
was actively used in the late periods, as evidenced by the Ottoman-era baths and recovered
ceramics and shishah bowls (Yigitpasa, 2023, p. 70).
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Extended Abstract

Claudiopolis kentinin tarihi en erken MO 7. yiizyila kadar gittigi tespit edilmistir. imparatorluk Dénemi'nde gok hizli bir
buytme trendi yakalayan Claudiopolis'in her yani, kisa slrede pahali ve muazzam buyUklikteki kamu yapilariyla
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donatilmistir. Goze cgarpan yapilardan en 6nemlisi stadyumdur. 1978 vyili Bolu/Hisartepe kazisinda, Hadrianus
Tapinagl, Hisartepe'nin gliney yamaclarinda ise stadion, mozaik taban, anitsal yapi, Roma yolu kalintisi, Firkatepesi'nin
guneyinde tiyatro, Kargatepesi'nde agora ve heykeller tespit edildigi belirtilmistir. Bolu Arkeoloji Mizesi'nin 2008
yilinda stadionda yaptigi kurtarma kazi galismalarindan sonra 2022 yilinda koordinatorligimde yeniden baslatiimistir.
Stadionun balustrat duvarinin 6ntine 4x4 m boyutlarinda 23 adet plankare, stadionun oturma siralarinin tzerinde
31,70x0,70 m'lik basamak seklinde teras, 2,50x10 m boyutlarinda 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 numarall plankare ve 7x7 m
boyutlarindaki 29 numarali plankarelerde galisiimistir.

Stadion; Hisartepesinin giney yamacina, dogal egim kullanilmak suretiyle yaslanarak kesme taslardan, harg
kullanilmadan ve giydirme teknidiyle insa edilmistir. Topografyaya uygun olarak insa edilmis olmasi nedeniyle,
etkileyici bir alt yapiya sahiptir. Hisartepe'nin gliney yamacindaki kismen korunmus yapinin, kuzeybati kosesindeki
oturma siralari ve altyapisi iyi bir sekilde izlenebilmektedir. Kuzeydogu-gtineybati dogrultusunda uzanan stadion 9
pafta, 248 ada, 61, 64, 18, 17, 16, 15, 43 ve 42 olmak Uzere toplam 8 parsel Uizerine oturmaktadir. Tipolojisi, yapim
teknigi ve fonksiyonelligi agisindan tam bir mimarlik saheseri olan stadion yamacg egiminde tek tarafli bir halde
gorilmektedir. Stadion Gzerinde 2022 yilinda yapilan bilimsel galismada, oturma siralarinin dayandigi yamag egiminin
bir sekilde devam ettidi tespit edilmistir. Stadionun, sphendoneli (yarim daire bigimli) donis bolimiine sahip ‘U’ plan
tipinde insa edilmis oldugu tarafimca degerlendirilmektedir. B. Yalman, stadionun yaklasik olarak 150 m dogusunda
1972 yilinda yapilan cadde agma galismalarinda bazi oturma siralari ve gesitli mimari pargalarin agiga gikmis oldugu
belirtilmekte ve kalintilara iligkin fotograflara ve gizimlere yer vermektedir. Bu tahribat sonrasinda yapiya ait mimari
Ogeleri inceleyen N. Firatli, diazoma ve oturma basamaklarinin tiyatro caveasina ait oldugunu ve celenklerle sislu
mimari bloklar ile yazitli argitravin da bu tiyatronun sahne binasina ait oldugunu ifade etmistir. Daha sonra F. Becker-
Bertau'da N. Firatli'yl destekleyerek yapiyi tiyatro olarak adlandirmistir. N. Firatli ve F. Becker-Bertau yapiyi yanlislikla
bir tiyatro ile 0zdeslestirmis ve tahrip edilen kalintilarin Claudiopolis'teki ikinci bir tiyatroya ait oldugu belirtilmistir.
Ancak galismalarimiz sonucu bu yayinlarda yer alan fotograflar incelendiginde tahrip edilen oturma siralarinin
kurtarma kazisinda agiga ¢ikarilan stadionun dogu uzantilari olabileceg@i degerlendirilmektedir. Kuzeydogu-gtineybati
dogrultusunda uzanan stadionda toplam 5 adet oturma sirasi agida cikarilmistir. Oturma siralar kuzey-glney
dogrultusunda inen basamak bolimleri ile 16 keileye (basamaklar arasi oturma bolimu) ayrilmaktadir. Stadionun en
genis boliminde tespit edilen basamak sayisi 14 adettir. Stadionun kuzeydogu-glineybati dogrultusunda uzanan
oturma siralari 39-40 cm. yuksekliginde, 73-74 cm derinligindedir. Seyirci bolimu ile kosu pisti bolimUnd ayiran ve on
ylzlinde kitabe levhalarinin yer aldigi bolimiin (Balustrat) uzunlugu ise 94,50 m.'dir. Stadionun kuzeydogu ucu
apartman altina, glineybati ucu ise izzet Baysal Caddesi'ne dogru kavisli bir sekilde uzanmaktadir.

Citin iginde bulunan girkin bir gortintt sergileyen belediye tarafindan yapilan diilkkan beton temelleri ve bu temellerden
disari diizensiz bir sekilde fiskiran beton demirlerinin kaldirimasi igin Ankara Kultlr ve Tabiat Varliklarini Koruma
Bolge Kurulu'nun 09.08.2022 tarih ve 3507 sayili karar alinarak temeller kaldinlmuistir. Ayrica blokajin tzerinde bulunan
ondeki gitlere kadar devam eden 30 cm yuksekligindeki toprak kaldirilirken kuzeydogu ugta yaya kaldirimi seviyesinde
diiz bir sekilde alinirken kot farkindan dolayi glineybati uca dogru sevli bir sekilde alinarak diizenlenmistir. Stadionun
dstindeki 11,30x9,00 m ol¢ilerinde, 6n duvari 1,90 m, arka duvari 4,25 m yuksekligindeki beton, tugla, yonu tasindan
yapilan modern yapi kalintisi kaldinlmistir. Pismis toprak kandil parcasi, pismis toprak lile, metal pargalari, metal
giviler, kancalar, sttun kaidesi, devsirme mimari eleman, kandil ve ganak ¢comlek parcalari ele gegirilmistir.

2008 yilindaki kazida Stadionun 11. merdiven sirasinin 1,70 m Usttinde muhtemelen 5. oturma sirasina denk gelen
yerdeki yapi kalintisinda ele gegirilen pismis toprak lile ve seramik parcalarindan Osmanl Donemi'ne ait oldugu
sonucuna variimis ancak yapinin fonksiyonu konusunda bir tespitte bulunulmamistir. Yapi, mevcut haliyle 5.00 m x
3.80 m. Olgllerinde olup korunmus en ytksek duvari 1,15 m'dir. Kazi sonrasi planina gore s6z konusu yapinin
kuzeydeki soyunmalik, soyunmaligin gtineybatisindaki sicaklik ve gineydogusundaki su deposu ile ocak
bolimlerinden olusan Kosk (Konak) Hamami oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Claudiopolis kentini tim imparatorluk sinirlarinda tnli yapan Antinoos ve Hadrianus igin kutlanan agonlarda ath
yarislar, muzik yarismalari, kosu, uzun atlama, cirit-disk atma, glres, boks, besli yaris ve pankration gtresi gibi
kategorilerden olusan atletik yarismalar ile gladyator ve vahsi hayvan dovisleri dizenlenmistir.
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Figure 6 View before excavation

Figure 5 View before excavation
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Figure 31 Column base Figure 32 Potteries from Tranche no. 3

Figure 33 Potteries from Tranche no. 4 Figure 34 Potteries from Tranche no. 13
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Figure 35 Potteries from Tranche no. 13 Figure 36 Metal objects from Tranche no. 4
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Figure 37 Glass beads and bracelet pieces Figure 38 Terracotta tile pieces
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Figure 39 Gladiator Monument Figure 40 Potteries drawing
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