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8 Subat 2024'te Erciyes ilahiyat Fakiiltesi'nde gérev yapan Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli'nin vefat
haberi derin bir iizintliye sebep oldu. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, titiz akademik ¢alismalar1 ve
6grencilerine olan sevgisiyle taninan bir bilim insaniydi. 1958 yilinda Kayseri'nin Hacipasa
kdyiinde dogdu. Ankara Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi'nden mezun olduktan sonra
dgretmenlik yapti ve 1994 yilinda akademik kariyerine basladi. Malatya inénii Universitesi
Darende ilahiyat Fakiiltesi'nde arastirma gérevlisi olarak géreve baglayan Prof. Dr. Benli,
Harran Universitesi'nde "Hicri II. Asirda Kiife Merkezli Siir Nitelikli Gulat Hareketleri" adli
doktora teziyle dnemli bir ¢alisma yapti. 2007 yilinda dogent, 2013 yilinda profesér
unvanini aldi. Vefatina kadar Erciyes Universitesi {lahiyat Fakiiltesi'nde islam Mezhepleri
Tarihi Anabilim Dali'nda gérev yapti. Ogrencilerine sefkatle yaklasan ve ilmi caligmalarini
titizlikle siirdiiren Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, 8 Subat 2024'te gecirdigi ameliyat sonrasi vefat etti
ve 9 Subat'ta Develi'de topraga verildi. Merhum Benli akademik c¢alismalar1 ve
dgrencilerine olan sevgisiyle daima hatirlanacaktir.
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Abstract

On 8 February 2024, news from Kayseri caused deep sadness with the news of the death of
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, who worked at Erciyes Faculty of Theology. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli was a
scientist known for his meticulous academic studies and love for his students. He was born in
1958 in Hacipasa village of Kayseri. After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of
Theology, he worked as a teacher and started his academic career in 1994. Prof. Dr. Benli, who
started to work as a research assistant at Malatya Inénii University Darende Faculty of
Theology, made an important work at Harran University with his doctoral thesis titled ‘Poetry
Qualified Gulat Movements Centred in Kufe in the 2nd Century Hijri’. In 2007, he received the
title of associate professor and in 2013 he received the title of professor. He worked at Erciyes
University Faculty of Theology, Department of History of Islamic Sects. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli,
who approached his students with compassion and continued his science meticulously, died
on 8 February 2024 after an operation and was buried in Develi on 9 February. He will always
be remembered for his meticulous academic work and love for his students.
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Extended Abstract

On 8 February 2024, we were shaken by a painful news from Kayseri. Professor Doctor
Yusuf Benli, who was on the editorial board of our journal, completed his world exile and
passed away to the eternal realm. This news caused a deep sadness in everyone who knew
him, especially Erciyes Faculty of Theology, to which he belonged. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli,
beyond being a scientist known for his meticulousness in academic studies, was a man of
heart who was remembered with great affection by his students and sincerely addressed
the problems of the individuals he raised. According to the statements of our friends who
knew him, he completed his life as a sincere and beautiful believer. While walking on the
path of knowledge, he was a humble person who guided to follow the footsteps of the
Messenger of Allah and his Companions, and took care to take loyal and righteous people
who did not deviate from the truth as his companions. With his interest in his students and
the compassion he showed towards them, he managed to become a respected and
exemplary person in the academic world. Prof, Dr Yusuf Benli was not only an academician,
but also a person who left his mark with his high character and love for humanity. Prof. Dr.
Yusuf Benli was born in 1958 in the village of Hacipasa, now Hacipasa, in the Tomarza
district of Kayseri. He completed his secondary education in Develi, Kayseri and finally Mus.
In 1976, after graduating from Mus Imam Hatip High School, he enrolled in the Higher
Teacher Training School in Ankara and a year later he enrolled in Ankara University Faculty
of Theology and successfully graduated from both faculties. Between 1981-1994, he worked
as a teacher in different provinces and different schools. In 1994, Prof. Benli stepped into
academic life and started to work as a research assistant in the History of Islamic Sects at
Malatya inénii University Darende Faculty of Theology. He completed his doctoral studies
in the field of History of Islamic Sects at Harran University Institute of Social Sciences,
Department of Basic Islamic Sciences, with his thesis titled ‘Poetry Qualified Gulat
Movements Centred in Kufa in the Second Century of Hijri’ under the supervision of the
late Prof. Dr. Hasan Davut. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli received the title of associate professor in
2007 and professor in 2013, respectively. After working at inénii University for 6 years
between 1994-2010, he started to work in the field of Religious Culture and Moral
Knowledge Education at Erciyes University Faculty of Education in his hometown Kayseri.
Two years later, he continued his studies in the field of Religious Culture and Moral
Knowledge Education, which was taken under the Faculty of Theology. Since 2013, he
started to work at Erciyes University Faculty of Theology, Department of History of Islamic
Sects.Throughout his academic career, Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli gave many lectures at
undergraduate, graduate and doctoral levels and advised many theses related to his field.
He worked devotedly to transfer his knowledge and experience to his students. However,
he passed away on 8 February 2024 due to complications after an operation he underwent.
On Friday 9 February, he was buried after Friday prayers in Develi. As the editors of the
journal, we wish eternal mercy from the Almighty Mevla to our esteemed teacher, whom
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we benefit from in every aspect. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli will always be remembered with his
meticulous academic studies and his love for his students and will remain as an exemplary
name. The academic studies of our beloved Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli are as follows: Thesis
Studies: Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli's academic studies include important works. Completed in
1981 at Ankara University Faculty of Theology, his study titled ‘Ismail Fenni Efendi'nin
Vahdet-i viicudud Gorisil’ is one of his first academic researches. In this study, he analysed
fsmail Fenni Efendi's views on the philosophy of wahdat al-wujud in detail. Prof. Dr. Benli's
doctoral thesis, which he completed at Harran University, Institute of Social Sciences in
1999, is ‘Shi'ite Gulat Movements Centred in Kufa in the Second Century Hijri’. In this study,
he comprehensively dealt with the Shiite extremist (gulat) movements that emerged in
Kufa in the second century Hijri. These valuable works of Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli are
important examples of his contributions to Islamic thought and the history of sects.
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Merhum Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli’'nin Ardindan

8 Subat 2024 giinii Kayseri'den gelen aci bir haberle sarsildik. Dergimizin editdr
kurulunda bulunan Profesér Doktor Yusuf Benli hocamiz diinya siirgiiniinii tamamlamus,
ebedi aleme irtihal etmisti. Bu haber basta mensubu oldugu Erciyes ilahiyat Fakiiltesi olmak
iizere, kendisini taniyan herkeste derin bir hiizne sebep olmustur.

Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, akademik ¢alismalarda titizligiyle taninan bir bilim insani olmanin
Stesinde, dgrencileri tarafindan biiyiik bir sevgiyle anilan ve yetistirdigi bireylerin
sorunlarmma ictenlikle egilen bir goniil insaniydi. Kendisini taniyan dostlarimizin
ifadelerine gore, samimi ve giizel bir miimin olarak hayatini tamamlamist. ilim yolunda
yiirtirken Allah Resulii ve sahabelerinin izinden gitmeyi rehber edinen, dogruluktan
sapmayan sadik ve salih kisileri yol arkadasi edinmeye 6zen gdsteren miitevazi bir
sahsiyetti. Ogrencilerine olan ilgisi ve onlara kars1 gésterdigi sefkatle, akademik diinyada
saygt duyulan ve drnek alinan bir kisi olmay1 basarmisti. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, sadece bir
akademisyen degil, ayn1 zamanda yiiksek karakteri ve insan sevgisiyle de iz birakan bir
insand.

Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, 1958 yilinda Kayseri'nin Tomarza ilgesine bagli, yeni adiyla
Hacipasa kdyiinde diinyaya geldi. Orta 6grenimini Develi, Kayseri ve en son Mus'ta
tamamladi. 1976 yilinda Mus imam Hatip Lisesi'nden mezun olduktan sonra Ankara'daki
Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu'na, bir yil sonra ise Ankara Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi'ne
kaydoldu ve her iki fakiilteden de basariyla mezun oldu. 1981-1994 yillar1 arasinda,
ogretmenlik meslegini icra ederek farkli illerde ve degisik okullarda gérev yapti.

1994 yilinda akademik hayata adim atan Prof. Dr. Benli, Malatya Inénii Universitesi
Darende ilahiyat Fakiiltesi'nde islam Mezhepleri Tarihi arastirma gérevlisi olarak géreve
basladi. Harran Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Temel islam Bilimleri Bilim Dalinda,
islam Mezhepleri Tarihi alaninda doktora caligmasini, merhum Prof, Dr. Hasan Davut
danismanliginda “Hicri I1. Asirda Kiife Merkezli Siir Nitelikli Gulat Hareketleri” adli teziyle
tamamladi.

Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, sirastyla 2007 yilinda dogent, 2013 yilinda ise profesorliik unvanin
ald1. 1994-2010 yillar1 arasinda 6 y1l boyunca Inénii Universitesi'nde gérev yaptiktan sonra,
memleketi Kayseri'de Erciyes Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Din Kiiltiirii ve Ahlak Bilgisi
Egitimi alaninda ¢alismaya baslad1. Bu gérevinden iki y1l sonra, flahiyat Fakiiltesi biinyesine
aliman Din Kiiltiirii ve Ahlak Bilgisi Egitimi alaninda calismalarina devam etti. 2013 yilindan
itibaren ise Erciyes Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dalinda
gorev yapmaya baslad.

Akademik kariyeri boyunca lisans, yiiksek lisans ve doktora diizeylerinde birgok ders
veren Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, alamiyla ilgili pek ¢ok teze de danismanlik yapti. Bilgi ve
deneyimlerini &grencilerine aktarmak konusunda biiylik bir Szveriyle calisti. Ancak,
gecirdigi bir ameliyat sonrasinda gelisen komplikasyonlar nedeniyle 8 Subat 2024 giinii
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Hakk'in rahmetine kavustu.! 9 Subat Cuma giinii, Develi'de cuma namazi sonrasi topraga
verildi.

Derginin editdrleri olarak her yoniiyle istifade ettigimiz kiymetli hocamiza, yiice
Mevla'dan sonsuz rahmet diliyoruz. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli, titiz akademik calismalar1 ve
dgrencilerine olan sevgisiyle daima hatirlanacak, 6rnek alinacak bir isim olarak kalacaktir.”

Cok sevdigimiz Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli hocamizin akademik ¢calismalar sunlardir:
Tez Caligmalar:

Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli'nin akademik ¢alismalar1 arasinda 6nemli eserler bulunmaktadir.
1981 yilinda Ankara Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi'nde tamamladigi "ismail Fenni
Efendinin Vahdet-i Vicud Goriisi" adl c¢alismasi, onun yaptigi ilk akademik
arastirmalardan biridir. Bu calismayla, ismail Fenni Efendi'nin vahdet-i viicud felsefesine
dair goriislerini detayl bir sekilde incelemistir.

Prof. Dr. Benli, 1999 yilinda Harran Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii'nde
tamamladig1 doktora tezi "Hicri II. Asirda Kiife Merkezli Sii Nitelikli Gulat Hareketleri"dir.
Bu ¢alismasinda, Hicri II. yiizyilda Kiife'de ortaya ¢ikan ve Sii nitelik tagiyan asgir1 (gulat)
hareketleri kapsamli bir sekilde ele almistir.

Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli'nin bu degerli calismalari, onun islam diisiincesine ve mezhepler

tarihine olan katkilarinin énemli 6rnekleridir.’

Yusuf Hocam, ebedi aleme gdgtiin,
Kalplerimizde derin bir aci, bir bosluk agtin,
Kayseri'nin bagrindan bir 1s1k yiikselmisti,

Seninle her yer aydinlanmisti, Yusuf Hocam.

Erciyes'in golgesinde biiyiidiin, filizlendin,
Bilgeligin 15181yla her gonle eristin,
Ogrencilerine rehber oldun her zaman,

Sevgiyle, sefkatle onlari sardin, Yusuf Hocam.

Develi'nin yollarindan Anadolu’ya uzandin,

flim yolunda azimle hep dimdik durdun,

! Erciyes ilahiyat Fakiiltesinde yapilan téren icin bk. “Vefat Eden Ogretim Uyesi Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli i¢in
Universitemizde Téren” (Erisim 22 Temmuz 2024).

2 Ogrencilerinden birisinin kaleme aldig1 vefeyat yazisi icin bk. Unal Kiligarslan, “Prof. Dr. Yusuf Benli (1958-
2024) Hocamizin Ardindan”, e-Makalat Mezhep Arastirmalart Dergisi 17/1 (30 Haziran 2024), 443-447.

> Merhum Yusuf Benli hocanin vefeyat yazisi i¢in gerekli bilgileri temin etmemizde emegi gegen ailesine,
dostlarina ve 6grencilerine ¢ok tesekkiir ederim.
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Ogretmenlik mesleginde verdin cok emek,

Her adiminda hikmet vards, Yusuf Hocam.

Miitevazi durusunla géniilleri fethettin,
Sadik bir miimin olarak 6rnek oldun,
Allah Resulii'niin izinden gittin,

Dogruluk ve adaletle yol aldin, Yusuf Hocam.

Nihayet giin geldi, ebedi huzur buldun,
8 Subat giinii bize hiiziin biraktin,
Develi'de topraga verildi bedenin,

Ruhun sad, mekanin cennet olsun, Yusuf Hocam.

Ah, Yusuf Hocam, bilge dostumuz,
ilim yolunda 6rnek bir rehber,
Senin sevgin, sefkatin, adanmisligin,

Kalbimizde daima yasayacak, Yusuf Hocam.’
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