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Analytical Review in Political and Reformist Thought in Islamic Socie-
ties by Abd al-Hamid Abu Suliman -Book of Issues of Corruption and
Despotism-

Summary: Arab and Islamic societies have faced numerous challenges, particularly since coloni-
alism began. Poverty and illiteracy became widespread among many segments of Islamic culture, lea-
ding to communities often becoming trapped in dependency, backwardness, and the proliferation of
corruption and misguided practices. This environment fostered increased authoritarianism and a dec-
line in freedom and creativity. Even after gaining independence, many Islamic countries remained tied
to their former colonizers, either directly or indirectly, through the emergence of corrupt elites. This
situation has perpetuated a cycle linking corruption, tyranny, poverty, and systemic decline in develop-
ment. The current state of Islamic countries has been a focal point for numerous scholars and thinkers,
including prominent figures, such as Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi, and Malek
Bennabi. Bennabi emphasizes that fundamental issues often stem from conflicts between prevailing
ideas and Islamic reasoning, highlighting the necessity for effective adaptation rather than mere adop-
tion of foreign concepts, as illustrated by the Japanese model. Furthermore, the relationship between
Islamic societies and their colonial powers is marked by complex cultural, intellectual, and economic
interactions, which have led the ruling elites to increasingly embrace Western ideologies. This align-
ment fostered a cooperative dynamic between colonizers and local elites, perpetuating corruption and
despotism through coercive means. In response to these challenges, contemporary scholars, such as
Abdul Hamid Abu Sulayman, have sought to address issues of despotism and poverty, advocating for
reform rooted in Islamic principles. In his book "The Issues of Corruption and Despotism," Abd al-
Hamid Abu Suliman offers a critical and analytical look at the major obstacles to development and
reform in Arab and Islamic societies, focusing on corruption and despotism. The book's central theme
explores how these two issues are interconnected and their deep impact on various areas of life, inclu-
ding politics, the economy, and society as a whole. Abu Suliman argues that these challenges are not
new; they are deeply rooted in the historical and cultural backgrounds of these societies, arising from
authoritarian governance and a lack of meaningful public involvement in decision-making. He sheds
light on the key barriers impeding progress in Arab and Islamic communities, showing how corruption
and despotism disrupt development and reform efforts. The book underscores the urgent need for ef-
fective strategies to combat corruption and foster principles of good governance, accountability, and
transparency. This study explores the mechanisms proposed by Abd al-Hamid Abu Suliman to tackle
corruption, viewing it as a key contributor to tyranny in Islamic countries. He analyzes the issue of
corruption within these systems, aligning with previous thinkers while also offering his unique pers-
pective. Abu Suliman identifies the root causes of corruption as a departure from the original prophetic
method and the control of political systems over religious institutions. These institutions are meant to
foster a society grounded in values, freedom, and justice, starting with the family, mosque, and educa-
tional bodies that play crucial roles in the reform process. He sees these as essential for Islamic sociali-
zation. Moreover, he shares the views of thinker Malek Bennabi on the challenge of importing Western
ideas, noting that Muslims often remain trapped in adopting these concepts without effectively integ-
rating them through the right institution. For Abu Suliman, genuine reform began with the family, fol-
lowed by the schools and mosques. Therefore, combating corruption and tyranny involves cultivating
human awareness and situating it within a context that resonates with its surroundings by returning to
the prophetic method and teachings of the Holy Quran. The strategies he proposed to combat corrup-
tion and tyranny in Islamic society focused on key mechanisms for achieving rational governance and
development. Abd al-Hamid Abu Suliman emphasized the importance of restoring the mosque's status,
ensuring the independence of its leaders, reforming education, and steering clear of internal conflicts
and violence that weaken Muslims and strengthen their adversaries. These fundamental elements are
crucial for Islamic societies to overcome corruption and tyranny and to make progress. This involves
balancing the immediate need for investment in education and infrastructure with a return to the
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teachings of the Holy Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah. It also requires freeing the Muslim mindset
from ethnic and tribal disputes and overcoming the fear of oppressive and corrupt rulers. The goal is to
establish an informed society that shapes its relationship with leaders, based on Islamic law and com-
patible regulations. Therefore, addressing the root causes of corruption is vital for advancing and using
Islamic thought to build a better present.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Abd al-Hamid Abu Suliman, Corruption, Tyranny,
Islamic society, Comprehensive reform.

Abdiilhamid Ebii Siileyman’in Islam Toplumlarindaki Siyasi ve Re-
formist Fikirleri -Yolsuzluk ve istibdat Sorunlar1 Kitabinin Analitik
Bir Okumasi-

Oz: Arap ve fslam toplumlari, 6zellikle somiirgecilik doneminin baslamasiyla birlikte yoksulluk,
cehalet, bagimlilik, geri kalmishk, sapkinlik ve yolsuzluk gibi ciddi sorunlarla ytizlesmistir. Bu olumsuz
kosullar, istibdadin giliclenmesine neden olmus ve 6zgiirliik ile yaraticiigin azalmasma yol agmistir.
Her ne kadar bagimsizliklarin elde etseler de bu {ilkeler yolsuzlugu siirdiiren elit sinifin varligi nede-
niyle hala somiirgecilere dogrudan veya dolayl bir bicimde bagli kalmistir. Bunun sonucunda, yolsuz-
luk, istibdat, yoksulluk ve kalkinmanin duraksamas arasinda bir kisir dongii ortaya ¢ikmus ve bu da
istibdadin yayilmasini desteklemistir. Arap diisiiniirleri Cemaliiddin el-Afgani, Abdurrahman el-Kev-
kabi ve Malik Bin Nebi gibi isimlerle birlikte bircok arastirmaci, Islam iilkelerinin durumunu ele almis-
tir. Malik Bin Nebi, bu konuyu daha kapsamli bir sekilde inceleyerek, sorunlarm agirlikli olarak Islami
akla uygun olmayan fikirlerin etkisinde oldugunu vurgulamistir. Sorun, diisiincelerin disaridan alin-
masinda degil, bu fikirlerin nasil uygulanacagi ve Japon modellerinde oldugu gibi nasil yerellestirilece-
gine odaklanmaktadir. Bu durum, Islam toplumlarindaki yonetici elitlerin Bat fikirleriyle iliskisini giig-
lendirmis ve sonug olarak, somiirgecilerin goriis ve diisiincelerine destek vererek iktidarda kalmay:
hedefleyen elitlerle bir tiir is birligi olusturmustur. Dolayisiyla, bazilarinin gii¢ ve siddetle istibdads
sirdiirdiigli yaygin bir toplumsal yozlasma s6z konusudur. Bu gercekligin tistesinden gelme cabalari,
Islami bakis agistyla reform 6neren birgok diisiiniiriin katki sagladig1 calismalarla zenginlesmistir. Gii-
niimiiz aragtirmacilari arasinda bulunan Abdulhamid Ebu Siileyman, istibdat, yoksulluk ve Islam top-
lumlarinda bu sorunlarin nasil ele alinabilecegine dair 6nemli analizler sunmaktadir. Abdulhamid Ebu
Siileyman, "Yolsuzluk ve Otoriterlik Sikintilar1" adli kitabinda Arap ve Islam toplumlarinda kalkinma
ve reformun oniindeki en biiyiik engeller olarak yolsuzluk ve otoriterligi elestirel ve analitik bir yakla-
simla inceliyor. Kitabin merkezinde, bu iki sorunun nasil birbirine baglandig1 ve siyaset, ekonomi, top-
lum gibi hayatin gesitli yonleri tizerinde nasil derin etkiler yarattig1 konusu yer almaktadir. Ebu Stiley-
man, bu sorunlarin yeni olmadigini, aksine tarihsel ve kiiltiirel kokenlere dayanarak otoriter yonetim
bicimlerine ve halkin karar stireglerine etkin katilim eksikligine kadar uzandigini savunmaktadir. Arap
ve Miisliiman toplumlarin gelisimini engelleyen temel faktorlere dikkat gekerek, yolsuzluk ve otoriter-
ligin kalkinma ile reform stireglerini nasil sekteye ugrattigini gézler oniine seriyor. Kitap, yolsuzlukla
miicadeleye, iyi yonetime, hesap verebilirlik ve seffaflik degerlerini tesvik etmeye yonelik etkili strate-
jiler gelistirme ihtiyacinin aciliyetinin altini ¢izmektedir. Bu makalede, Abdulhamid Ebu Siileyman'in
[slam iilkelerinde otoriterligin ana kaynaklarindan biri olarak gériilen yolsuzlukla miicadele etmek igin
onerdigi mekanizmalar incelenmektedir. Bu ¢ercevede, yolsuzluk sorununu bu sistemlerde tespit etme-
nin yan sira, 6nceki diisiiniirler tarafindan dile getirilen problemlerin dogrulanmasi da yapilmaktadir.
Ancak, Ebu Siileyman kendi perspektifinden bir yaklagim sunmaya gayret etmistir. Bu makalede, Ab-
dulhamid Ebu Siileyman'm Islam iilkelerindeki otoriterligin ana kaynaklarindan biri olan yolsuzlukla
ylizlesmek icin sundugu mekanizmalari1 bahsetmistir. Bu baglamda yolsuzluk sorununu bu sistemler-
deki teghis etmenin yani sira nceki diisiiniirlerin ortaya koydugu sorunlar1 da dogrulamaktadir. Ancak
kendi bakis agisina gore bir yaklasim sunmaya calismistir. Yolsuzlugu, peygamberin orijinal metodun-
dan uzaklasma ve siyasi sistemlerin dini kurumlar tizerindeki etkisiyle agiklamaktadir. Bu kurumlarin,
degerler, 6zgiirliik ve adalet temelinde bir toplum inga etmesi gerektigi belirtiliyor. Ancak, aile, cami ve
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egitim kurumlarinin reform siirecine kendi 6zgiin rolleriyle katilmas1 énem tasimaktadir. Ebu Stiley-
man, Islami sosyalizasyonun bu asamasinin nemine dikkat cekmektedir. Batili fikirlerin alinmasi veya
insani ikilemler konusunda Malik Bin Nebi ile benzer bir goriis benimsemektedir; Miisliimanlar, refor-
mun gergek temellerini olusturmak yerine Batili fikirleri benimseme hatasina diismektedir. Insan bilin-
cini sekillendirme yoluyla peygamberin yaklasimina ve Kur'an-1 Kerim'e déonmeyi, uygun baglami olus-
turarak yolsuzluk ve adaletsizligin iistesinden gelmeye gabalamaktadir. Islam toplumunda yolsuzluk
ve zulmiin tistesinden gelmek igin benimsenen stratejilere baktigimizda, Abdulhamid Ebu Siileyman'in
caminin statiistinii gliclendirmesi ve gorevlilerinin bagimsizligini gelistirerek egitimde reform yaptigini
goriiyoruz. O, Miisliimanlarin i¢ gatisma ve siddetten uzak durmasinin, diissmanlari karsisinda giig kay-
betmelerini engelleyecegine inanmis ve rasyonel diisiince ile kalkinmaya ulasmak i¢in en énemli me-
kanizmalar1 belirlemistir. Ancak bu yaklagimlar, Islam toplumlarinin yolsuzluk ve zulmiin {istesinden
gelmesi, bilime ve altyapiya yatirim yapilmasi gibi modern gereksinimlerle dengelenmelidir. Ayrica,
Kur'an-1 Kerim ve Nebevi Stinnet'e dayali bir temele sahip olmakla birlikte, Miisliiman zihninin etnik
catismalardan arindirilmasi konusunda daha fazlasi yapilmalidir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Abdulhamid Ebu Siileyman, Yolsuzluk, Ooriterlik, Is-
lam toplumu, Kapsamli reform.
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