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Filistin Siirinde Toprak Ve Kimligin Temsilleri: Secili Ornekler Uzerine
Anlamsal Bir Calisma*

Ahmed Mahmout Zakaria TAWFIK**

Oz

Bu calisma, Filistin siirinde toprak ile kimlik arasindaki karmasik iliskiyi ele alarak,
topragin cografi boyutunu asarak kimligin ve aidiyetin merkezi bir sembolii haline nasil
geldigini gostermektedir. Calisma, Filistin siirinin toprag: kutsal bir sembol olarak nasil
tasvir ettigini incelemeyi, nostalji ve direng¢ gibi toprakla iligkili duygusal boyutlari
analiz etmeyi ve cografi tasvirlerin bu anlamlar1 nasil pekistirdigini arastirmayi
amaglamaktadir. Secilen siir metinleri, Filistinliler ile topraklar1 arasindaki iliskiyi
yansitan semboller ve anlamlari yorumlamak icin analiz edilmistir. incelenen temel
eserler arasinda Bu Toprak Uzerinde (Mahmut Dervis), Topragin Alfabesi (Miitevekkil
Taha), Topragimdan Karis Karis Kaldik¢a ve Topragimiz Arap’ti ve Arap Kalacak (Semih
el-Kasim) ile Kara Toprak (Abdiilkerim el-Kermi- Ebu Selma) yer almaktadir. Bu
calisma, Filistin siirinde toprak ve kimlik iligkisini anlamaya y6nelik yeni bir anlamsal-
analitik yaklasim sunmaktadir ve farkli sairlerin deneyimleri tizerinden toprakla ilgili
sembollerin ve anlamlarin nasil gelistigine odaklanmaktadir. Calisma, segilen siirleri
analiz etmek icin anlambilimsel yontemi kullanmakta ve topragin Filistin kimliginin
temel bir unsuru olarak nasil temsil edildigini anlamak ic¢in kiiltiirel elestiri
kavramlarina dayanmaktadir. Uslup analizi, sairlerin bu anlamlari nasil olusturdugunu
dil ve siirsel imgeler yoluyla vurgulamak i¢in uygulanmaktadir. Arastirmanin sonuglari,
Filistin siirinde topragin kimligi ve direnci yansitan kutsal bir sembol olarak kabul
edildigini ve ulusal hafiza ile direnisin bir yansimasi oldugunu géstermektedir. Calisma,
topragin sadece bir cografi alan olmanin 6tesinde, hafiza ve adaletin bir sembolii haline
geldigini ve cografi tasvirlerin aidiyet duygusunu pekistirmek ve ulusal haklari
savunmak i¢in kullanildigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Edebiyati, Edebi Analiz, Anlamsal Calisma, Filistin
Siiri, Toprak ve Kimlik.

Representations of land and 1dentity in palestinian poetry:
A semantic study of selected examples

Abstract

This study explores the complex relationship between land and identity in Palestinian
poetry, illustrating how land transcends its geographical dimension to become a central
symbol of identity and belonging. The study aims to examine how Palestinian poetry
depicts land as a sacred symbol, analyze the emotional dimensions associated with it—
such as nostalgia and resilience—and investigate the role of geographical descriptions in

Yazar makalede Etik Kurul izni gerektirecek bir durum bulunmadigini beyan etmistir.
Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Harran Universitesi, ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, Temel islam Bilimleri Béliimii,
Arap Dili ve Belagati Anabilim Dali, dr.ah.zak@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-0001-5900-
2949.
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reinforcing these meanings. The research analyzes selected poetic texts to interpret the
symbols and meanings reflecting the relationship between Palestinians and their land.
Among the key works examined are On This Land by Mahmoud Darwish, The Alphabet of
Land by Mutawakkil Taha, As Long as | Have a Few Spans of My Land and Our Land Was
and Will Remain Arab by Samih Al-Qasim, and The Dark Soil by Abdul Karim Al-Karmi
(Abu Salma). This study presents a new semantic-analytical approach to understanding
the relationship between land and identity in Palestinian poetry, focusing on the
evolution of land-related symbols and meanings through the experiences of different
poets. The research employs the semantic approach in analyzing the selected poems,
drawing on cultural criticism concepts to understand how land is represented as an
essential component of Palestinian identity. Stylistic analysis is also utilized to highlight
how poets shape these meanings through language and imagery. The findings indicate
that land in Palestinian poetry is perceived as a sacred symbol reflecting identity and
resilience, serving as an embodiment of national memory and resistance. The study
reveals that land extends beyond its geographical existence to become a symbol of
memory and justice, with geographical descriptions used to reinforce a sense of belonging
and assert national rights.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Literature, Literary Analysis, Semantic Study,
Palestinian Poetry, Land and Identity.

Structured Abstract

Studying the relationship between land and identity in Palestinian poetry is important
because it highlights how poetry encapsulates the Palestinian experience and expresses
the emotional and geographical connection to the land. Since the land in Palestinian
poetry symbolizes national identity and resilience in the face of displacement and
occupation, understanding this connection through poetry can enhance our appreciation
of how literature expresses deep social and historical experiences. Additionally, the study
enriches literary knowledge about the use of symbolism in poetry and its impact on
expressing national issues. Study Problem: The study's problem lies in identifying how
Palestinian poetry reflects the relationship between Palestinians and their land through
symbolism and geographical and emotional imagery. The challenge is to analyze how
poetry embodies the land not only as a geographical place but as an emotional and
historical symbol that expresses national identity and resilience. The study also seeks to
understand how historical and political events influence the depiction of the land in
Palestinian poetry. Study Objectives: Exploring Symbolism: The study aims to analyze
how Palestinian poetry embodies the land as a symbol of sanctity and belonging, and how
this depiction reflects Palestinian identity. The research will explore how poets use the
land to portray the emotional and geographical connection of the Palestinian people.
Analyzing Emotional Connection: The study will examine how Palestinian poetry
expresses feelings towards the land, such as nostalgia, love, and resilience, and how this
affects poetic expression. The study will include analyzing the emotional dimensions
associated with the land and how historical and social events influence this depiction.
Analyzing Geographical Description: The study seeks to analyze how poets use
geographical descriptions to enhance the meanings of identity and belonging in poetic
texts. It will also examine how these descriptions contribute to embodying the struggle
and resistance through the portrayal of the land. Through these objectives, the research
aims to provide a deep understanding of the role of the land in Palestinian poetry and how
this role reflects the connection between Palestinians and their land. Study Hypotheses:
Palestinian poetry considers the land as a sacred symbol reflecting national identity and
belonging, manifested through the poetic images and symbolism used. Study Questions:
How does Palestinian poetry embody the land as a symbol of sanctity and belonging?
What are the emotional dimensions expressed by Palestinian poetry towards the land?
Methodology: Analytical Approach: To analyze poetic texts and interpret symbols and
meanings related to the land, including rhetorical tools and poetic techniques used.
Structure of the Study: After this introduction, the study includes three main sections: The

PAUIFD, 12 (1) 2025



Filistin Siiri ve Toprak| 205

Land as a Symbol in Palestinian Poetry: This section analyzes the symbolism of the land
in Palestinian poetry and its role as a symbol of sanctity and belonging. The Emotional
Connection to the Land: This section examines how poetry expresses feelings towards the
land and the impact of historical experiences on poetic expression. The Land as a
Geographical Element in Poetry: This section explores how geographical descriptions are
used to embody identity and belonging and their role in depicting struggle and resistance.
Conclusion: The study concludes by summarizing the key findings from analyzing
selected samples of Palestinian poetry: The land in Palestinian poetry is a symbol of
sanctity and identity, often depicted as a nurturing mother and a source of all beginnings
and endings, reflecting its central place in the Palestinian psyche. The land transcends
being merely a geographical space to become a profound symbol of resistance, portrayed
as a living being that resists aggression and preserves the memory of the Palestinian
people, illustrating the deep emotional connection between Palestinians and their land.
The relationship with the land is not only geographical but also an emotionally complex
and deeply rooted connection in memory and history. Palestinian poets express their love
and nostalgia for the land, viewing it as a symbol of existence and resilience in the face of
challenges. Historical experiences such as the Nakba and occupation have significantly
influenced the portrayal of the land in poetry. The land in Palestinian poetry is not just a
geographical place but represents a painful experience and continuous resistance,
making it a symbol of the struggle for freedom and justice. Geographical descriptions in
Palestinian poetry are not merely natural depictions but a means of asserting the right to
the land and evoking the geographical memory of specific areas as a form of resistance.
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