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Abstract: The development of river tourism in a region and its transformation into a development economy
must be within the framework of certain plans, programs, policies or strategies. In principle,
sustainability approach should be adopted in these plans and policies. The purpose of this study is
to propose solutions for the development of the river tourism in Antalya, the sustainability and the
protection of the resources. In this study, firstly a general theoretical framework about river tourism
will be presented. In sample of Antalya, the general situation and potential of river tourism in Turkey
will be examined. It will focus on the policies and strategies that need to be done in order to
contribute to the development of river tourism in Antalya and the development of the region and the
country. SWOT analysis will be carried out in order to determine the situation and potential of the
rivers of Antalya and to contribute to tourism opening and development; strong and weak points;

threats and opportunities will be determined.
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Ozet: Bir bolgede akarsu turizminin gelismesi ve bir kalkinma ekonomisine déntismesi belli planlar,
programlar, politikalar veya stratejiler c¢ercevesinde olmalidir. Prensip olarak, bu plan ve
politikalarda strduirtlebilirlik yaklasimi benimsenmelidir. Bu calismanin amaci Antalya 6rneginde
akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi, strdurtlebilirligi ve kaynaklarin korunmas: ag¢isindan oneriler
ortaya koymaktir. Calismada Oncelikle akarsu turizmi hakkinda genel bir teorik cerceve
sunulacaktir. Antalya o6zelinde Turkiye’de akarsu turizminin genel durumu ve potansiyeli
incelenecektir. Antalya’da akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi, yoérenin ve tilkenin kalkinmasina bir katki
saglamas1 icin yapilmasi gerekli politika ve stratejiler tzerinde durulacaktir. Antalya li'nin
akarsularinin durumunun ve potansiyelinin tespit edilmesi, turizme acilmas: ve kalkinmaya katki

saglamasi amaciyla SWOT analizi yapilacak, giicli ve zayif yonler; tehdit ve firsatlar belirlenecektir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Akarsu Turizmi, Akarsu Sporlar, Cevre, Stirdiirtilebilirlik, Antalya
1. INTRODUCTION

While the global economy is experiencing rapid developments, the sectors have to keep pace
with this change. Important developments have also been experienced in the tourism sector
which is affected by this change. In addition, as the cities become more crowded and stressful,
the expectations of people living in urban areas for vacation, rest and leisure have changed. In
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recent years, alternative tourism types, which aim to commune with nature and get to know
different lifestyles and cultures, have begun to see increasing demand in the face of mass
tourism. In addition to classical tourism types and products, alternative tourism types and new
products (concepts) have emerged.

River tourism is an alternative type of tourism that includes nature trips and walks, swimming
and sports activities such as amateur fishing, rafting, canoeing, river kayaking. The use of rivers
for recreational activities is called river tourism. Like other types of nature-based tourism, river
tourism is closely related to the principle of living in harmony with nature, integrating with the

environment.

Sustainability, a concept which has gained importance in agriculture, tourism, urbanization or
ecology, almost every area in recent years, is a principle for all economic activities. Sustainable
tourism means that the values and resources necessary for tourism activities are protected so
that future generations can benefit from it. Although alternative tourism types, and especially
eco-tourism, are generally seen as environmentally compatible tourism, sustainable tourism in

fact represents a valid principle for all types of tourism.
2. TOURISM AND SUSTAINABILITY

Tourism is a sector closely related to the level of development and economic prosperity of
nations and countries. World countries, which are aware of the inputs that tourism provides to
the economy, have started to invest more in this area. However, it is important to continue or
complete the development of the tourism sector without harming the environment. In this
respect, the concept of sustainability gains importance (Baykal and Cimen, 2015, p. 12). With
the development of alternative tourism types, virgin natural beauties have begun to be offered to
tourism and to people's interest. However, the rapid depletion of these resources in this process
has brought the danger of loss of values to the agenda. Sustainability stands out as an

important and vital concept at this point.

Sustainability or sustainable development is a concept that has become widespread since it was
used in the 1987 "Our Common Future" report prepared by the United Nations World
Commission on Environment and Development. According to the report, also known as the
Brundtland Report, sustainable development represents a development or process that meets
today's needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs (The
Brundtland Commission, 1987, p. 54). Sustainable development requires the establishment and
operation of a balance between economic, social and environmental policy and objectives.
However, it requires that the demands and needs of the present generations be met without
narrowing the demands and needs of future generations (Aktan and Vural, 2007). The
sustainability approach is one of the key concepts at the point of conservation and transfer of
resources to future generations such as economic activities, development, urbanization,
agriculture, tourism, and environment. Tourism is also a sector that develops and contributes
to the development of the country thanks to its natural resources and cultural values, and of

course, it needs the preservation of these resources and values.

It is known that tourism is an important sector for developing countries. These countries benefit
more from tourism by using their natural and cultural values. In this way, they both overcome
their economic problems and have great advantages in the way of development. Of course, there
are social, cultural and economic benefits of tourism. However, as a result of unplanned

initiatives that cause damage to natural and cultural resources, some negative environmental
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effects are also emerging. Recovery of contaminated, damaged or depleted resources requires a
long time. Sometimes, recovery is no longer possible. These natural and cultural resources are
the most important elements of tourism activities. By protecting these resources and
transferring them to future generations, tourism activities can be sustained and can continue to
contribute to economic development. Countries in this consciousness adopt the concept of
sustainable tourism and implement the appropriate policies. The conscious use of natural and
cultural resources will help to minimize the negative effects arising from the general structure of
the tourism sector, to increase the level of benefit from tourism activities and to sustain
development (Alkan, 2015, p. 6692).

Sustainability concept in tourism is expressed with sustainable tourism concept. The United
Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) defines sustainable tourism as "tourism that
takes full account of current and future economic, social and environmental impacts that meet the
needs of visitors, sector, host communities, and environment' (United Nations World Tourism
Organization, 2018). Sustainable tourism certainly stands out as a new understanding in the
economy. This is because the continuous consumption of natural resources is the main source

of revenue for touristic regions (Bella, 2011, p. 151).

Sustainable tourism is not a separate or special form of tourism. On the contrary, all types of
tourism should try to be more sustainable. Making tourism more sustainable is not just about
controlling and managing the negative impacts of the industry. The tourism industry is in a very
special position to provide economic and social benefits to local communities and to raise
awareness and support for the protection of the environment. In the tourism sector, economic
development and environmental protection should not be seen as opposing forces. On the
contrary, these two forces must support each other and be strengthened by this purpose.
Policies and actions should aim to increase tourism benefits and reduce costs (United Nations

Environment Programme and World Tourism Organization (UNEP and WTO), 2005, p. 2).

When the concepts of environment, tourism and sustainability are mentioned together, the
concept of eco-tourism comes to mind. However, there is a very important distinction between
eco-tourism and sustainable tourism: Eco-tourism is a relatively small part of the tourism
industry, although it is widely defined as an alternative nature-based tourism type. It is also one
of the fastest growing tourism segments and is expected to grow faster in the future.
Sustainable tourism requires commitment to sustainability principles for all stakeholders in all
types of tourism and the tourism sector (Neto, 2003, pp. 7-8).

Sustainable tourism refers to the preservation of natural and cultural values, which are the
basic elements of tourism for all types of tourism, and the realization of tourism activities with a
sense of responsibility towards the environment. It means that the efforts of tourism to
contribute to economic development and to protect environmental values must be carried out in
harmony with each other. Of course, achieving this requires a mutually supportive relationship
between economic interests and the protection of environmental values. Because the interests
for increasing the revenues are based on the use of natural and cultural values and even
exploitation, the plans, policies and programs in this area should aim to minimize the harm that
these environmental values will suffer. Considering the definitions related to sustainable
tourism, the following factors and functions stand out for sustainable tourism such as eco-
tourism and nature tourism, as well as the types of tourism that are compatible with the
environment (Erdogan, 2014, p. 179):

* Nature / Environment Protection: Nature protection function
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* Environmental Education: Training function
* Local Development and Participation: Local participation function
* Sustainable Management: Sustainability function

In order for a tourism activity to be evaluated in the context of sustainable tourism, it is
important that these functions are fulfilled. In order for tourism activities to be planned and
carried out without neglecting the protection of the natural and cultural resources used, in
order to increase and adopt this sensitivity, tourism workers should be educated and the
beneficiaries should be informed. Since tourism is an important sector for local development, it
is necessary to establish a sustainable management structure in order to ensure that local
people and all stakeholders participate in tourism-related planning, decision-making and
implementation processes, and coordinate all these factors.

The protection of the environment and natural-cultural resources is necessary for all economic
activities carried out by these resources. The same is true for the sustainability of tourism
activities. In the world, it is known that many tourism activities consume, pollute and even
destroy natural resources. Air, water and soil pollution are observed in the natural areas used

for tourism purposes.
3. RIVER TOURISM IN TURKEY

Turkey is a country with various natural and cultural values. In the country, there are certain
potentials for many of the alternative tourism types. People who work throughout the year and
who want to get away from the stress and tiredness of modern urban life are keen on tourism
activities such as nature walks, winter sports, water sports. Rivers from these alternative
tourism demands are also affected. The rivers are prominent in the tourism sector with sports
activities such as rafting, canoeing and river kayaking, which are expressed in the form of river
tourism. A large part of the rivers in Turkey are suitable for river sports tourism. In Turkey, the
river in which this tourism type begins is Coruh River. River sports have been here for the first
time. For many years, rafting has been done in this river thanks to foreign tour organizations.
This situation is important in that it shows that this tourism trend can be done in the country.
In addition, the tourism sector has also encouraged its members to resort to river tourism
(Akova, 1995, p. 394). The Coruh River, known as one of the fastest flowing rivers in the world,
is world-renowned. In 1993, the river hosted the 4th World River Championship. 300 athletes,
scientists and press members from 28 countries participated (Kualttr ve Turizm Bakanlgi,
2018Db).

Most of the rivers in Turkey are very convenient for rafting, canoeing and river kayaking, which
is defined as "river tourism". It is important to develop this great potential for river tourism and
promote it to appeal to large masses. River tourism does not require large investments. It forms
an integral part of its surroundings with its historical, archaeological, cultural, authentic values
and other types of tourism. For this reason, while the rivers are being examined for tourism
potential, other tourist values around them should be examined. Tourism types should be
developed in an integrated way. The rivers suitable for river tourism in Turkey and especially for
rafting are: (Yesil, 2015, p. 21; Kulttr ve Turizm Bakanligi, 2018a; Hurriyet, 2004):

¢ Altiparmak (Barhal) Stream (Artvin),
e Coruh River (Artvin, Bayburt),
e Firtina Stream (Rize),
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e ikizdere River (Rize),

e Kopriicay (Antalya),

e Manavgat River (Antalya),

¢ Dalaman River (Mugla),

¢ Goksu River (Adana, Mersin),

e Anamur (Dragon) Stream (Mersin),
e Zamanti River (Kayseri),

e Melen Stream (Dtlizce),

e Munzur River (Tunceli),

e Bekili Stream (Denizli) and

e Part of the Firat (Euphrates) River (Elazig).

The presence of the rivers with a regular amount of water in Turkey is an important advantage
in terms of river tourism. These rivers also did not gather in a certain region of the country.

There are in a balanced way to the whole of the country.

It identified a specific region for a better examination of river tourism in Turkey. This study

investigates the river tourism in Turkey, on the example of Antalya.

Before going on to study river tourism in Antalya, it is useful to give information about current
and internationally accepted levels of difficulty in rafting, which is the most known activity of
river tourism. In rafting, streams are classified according to their difficulty. There are different
classifications in the USA, Russia and the EU. The accepted classification in the world is the
classification of rivers from easy to difficult (1-6). This classification of these six degrees is as

follows:

1. Class: Basic skills required for rafting are required at first class difficulty. There is very little

flow and maneuvering in this degree.

2. Class: Second Class difficulty, rowing and maneuvering skills are required. There may be a

certain rate of discharge and in some places some small rocks.

3. Class: In the third class of difficulty, the need for rowing and maneuverability is required.
Although it does not require being an expert, there is a need for a professional guide. The flow
will be a little more and the obstacles will be larger. However, this class is not considered

dangerous.

4. Class: The fourth grade must be carried out under the supervision of an experienced rafting
guide, which should not be continued only by inexperienced ones. It requires passing through a

few large rocks in medium flow and bubbling waves. Sharp maneuvers are needed.

5. Class: In the fifth grade difficulty, the discharge increases and creates very foamy waves. It
requires careful and challenging maneuvers. Advanced skills are needed to avoid large rocks,

hard obstacles and the danger of falling.

6. Class: The sixth grade level is the most challenging in rafting. It is considered impossible to
pass. The trying of unprofessional people is very dangerous in terms of life. There are huge

rocks, high fall risk and severe obstacles.
4. DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY OF RIVER TOURISM IN ANTALYA

According to the 2017 statistics of the Turkish Statistical Institute, approximately 2.5 million
(2.364.396) people live in Antalya (Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu (TUIK), 2018). The surface area of
the province of Antalya is 20,723 square kilometers. South of the city is surrounded by the
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Mediterranean. Burdur, Isparta and Konya are located in the north of the city. There are
Karaman and Mersin in the east, and Mugla in the west.

Antalya is one of the biggest tourism centers of Turkey. The length of the coast is 630
kilometers. Antalya and its surroundings have many historical values and natural beauties.
There are many rivers in Antalya Province: Aksu, Képriicay, Manavgat, Diiden, Gazipasa, Alara,
Dim, Alakir, Korkuteli, Kargi, Karpuz and Karaman. But the rivers that are suitable for river

tourism are Képriicay, Manavgat, Dim and Alara Streams.

There are many large and small streams in Antalya. Some of the names are not mentioned in
some sources (Atabey, 2015, p. 1; Cobanoglu, 2012, p. 71). In this study, the figures of 2017
Environmental Status Report of Antalya Province, which was prepared in 2018 by the Ministry
of Environment and Urbanization and based on the data of the "Regional Directorate of State
Hydraulic Works (DSI)", will be taken into consideration. According to this report (in Table 1),
the rivers, lengths, flow rates, intended uses, start and end points in Antalya Province are
shown (Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanlhigi, 2018, p. 18):

Table 1. Rivers of Antalya Province

Name of the Total Length Flow rate Start and End Points Purpose of the
Stream (km) (m3 / sec) S
tream
. Asag1 Neighborhood .
Diiden Stream 14 15.192 Mediterranean (Antalya) Tourism
Egridir Lake
Aksu Stream 112 16.163 Mediterranean (Aksu)
o s Yesilbas Neighborhood Water Sports,
Kopriicay River 119 88.017 Mediterranean (Serik) Tourism, Fishing
. Simyon Tableland Water Sports,
Manavgat River 93 66.200 Mediterranean (Manavgat) Tourism, Fishing
Dereyurt Tableland
Alara Stream 82 25.336 Mediterranean (Alanya)
Degirmen Tas.
Karpuz Stream 30 1.446 Mediterranean (Alanya)
Sicanli Tableland
Karg: Stream 45 1.883 Mediterranean (Alanya)
Avcilar Neighborhood
Oba Stream 12 0.823 Mediterranean (Alanya)
s Alacami . -
Dim Stream 28 0.327 Mediterranean (Alanya) Tourism, Fishing
Tekne Mountain
Sedre Stream 21 0.862 Mediterranean (Alanya)
Soguk Oluk
Bickici Stream 27 3.073 Mediterranean (Gazipasa)
Salamur Stream 20 0.435 Ta§kes1g}
Korkuteli
Goksar s
Alakir Stream 22 3.990 Mediterranean (Finike) Fishing
" Basgoz Neighborhood
Baggoz Stream 30 1.201 Mediterranean (Finike)
Karacay
Egen Stream 112,4 48.230 Mediterranean (Kayadibi)
Sobtice Tableland
Korkuteli Stream 35,5 0.405 Korkuteli Dam

Source: Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanlhigi, 2018: p. 18
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4.1. Kopriicay River

Koprtcay, which is very suitable for river sports, has a flow rate of 88 cubic meters per second
and a length of 119 kilometers (Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanligi, 2018, p. 18). This river rises from
the Idris Mountain near Egridir Lake. In the following sections, Ayvali, Karacahisar, Kuzu
Kulagi, Sarica, Cayici, Boyali, Gerizle and Etler streamlets are mixed with this river. Then, it
flows from a deep canyon with the very steep edges, southward at a great speed. The depth of
this canyon valley, which is approximately 14 kilometers in length, exceeds 100 meters and
reaches several hundred meters in some places. Koprtilt Canyon National Park was established
in 1973 in order to preserve the natural and historical values of the canyon through which the
river passes. When the river reaches the plain, it passes by the famous Aspendos Antique City
and flows into the sea (Cobanoglu, 2012, p. 73).

The most important of the rivers, which are suitable for tourism and especially for rafting in
Antalya, is the Kopricay. Kopriicay, born of the Taurus Mountains and passing through the
high canyons, is poured from the south of Serik to the Mediterranean. Képriicay, which is fed by
underground waters in the canyons, whose sides are steep and almost impossible to escape, is
one of the most beautiful natural recreation areas of Turkey. Besides, the historical Selge (Zerk)
city located in the mountainous western part of the river. Many archaeological sources such as
the ruins near the river, aqueducts, Roman bridges and historical roads are increasing the
importance of Képrtlti Canyon (Ugurlu, 2005, pp. 72-73). The rafting route in Kopriicay starts
on the field where the water is relatively stagnant 100 meters south of the historical Roman
Bridge (Olukkoéprti). The route with a difficulty level of 3 and a length of 11 to 12 kilometers
ends when a concrete bridge in the south of Beskonak is reached (Akova, 1995, p. 402).

4.2. Manavgat River

Manavgat River, which is the largest of the rivers in the Antalya region, has a flow rate of 66
cubic meters per second and a length of 93 kilometers (Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanhgi, 2018, p.
18). It is formed by the merging of streams from the slopes of Mount Devil Mountain (2,120
meters) which is connected to the Western Taurus Mountains and is directed to the southwest.
It passes through mountainous and forested areas and flows in a canyon-shaped narrow valley.
Akarsu enters a less hilly area near Oymapinar (formerly Homa) Village. In this part of the
stream, Oymapinar Dam has been completed in 1984. It comes into existence an artificial lake
of 50 square kilometers in this zone. The water of the Altinbesik (Dudensuyu) Cave, which is
one of the important caves of the Western Taurus Mountains and which have underground

lakes, is also mixed with the Manavgat River (Cobanoglu, 2012, p. 73).

Manavgat River is born from the eastern slopes of the Western Taurus Mountains. Before
coming to the plains, the river pass over the hard conglomerate (gravel aggregate) layers and
forms the Manavgat waterfall and flows into the Mediterranean from here. The speed of the
Manavgat River, which is fed with underground waters in canyons that have become clearer in
the spring, is being cut off by the Oymapinar Dam. The Manavgat River is a region that provides
a rich variety of tourism opportunities. The lakes in Altinbesik Cave are worth seeing with their
stalactites and stalagmites. Ormana Village and Ibradi are suitable for mountain biking,
trekking and paragliding. Sahab Bridge is the starting point for rafting (Kualttir ve Turizm
Bakanligi, 2018c). The rafting route in the Manavgat River takes place on three separate
sections, 19 km between Sahap Bridge and Seving Village (Akova, 1995, p. 404; Ugurlu, 2005,
pp- 74-75):
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Stage 1: It consists of the canyon between Sahap Bridge and Altinbesik Cave. The stream flows
faster and more exuberantly with the mixing of groundwater. This etap ends in the vicinity of
Altinbesik Cave.

Stage 2: After Altinbesik Cave, the second canyon is in progress until Sinanhoca Village. There
is a difficult cascade to cross the canyon. Since water is poured over a large rock, the rafters
must continue the racecourse after passing from overland this obstacle. The stream valley
expands towards the end of the canyon and the stage ends.

Stage 3: This step, which starts from the place where the expanding stream valley forms again
and forms a steep canyon, is completed at the place where the "Seving¢ Village" ends.

4.3. Dim Stream

Dim Stream is one of the most favorable rivers for rafting, in the region. The rafting course
starts from Akkoprti, which is 2.5 km away from Degirmenénti and is completed after 5.5
kilometers. The difficulty of the racecourse is between 1-2 degrees. It is very suitable for
beginners. It is possible to make this sport by buying services from tourism agencies located by

the river (Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 2019).

Dim Stream is born from Kirazli Mountain at an altitude of 1,630 m, and after taking the stream
from Alakilise, it is poured into the sea in the south of Oba (Atabey, 2015, p. 4). The flow of Dim
Stream has decreased in recent years due to climate change and drought. In the summer, it is
exposed to the risk of drying out. This fact is mentioned in the Environmental Status Report of
Antalya 2017. It is stated that flow rate of Dim Stream is below 1 cubic meter per second (0.3)
and its length is 28 kilometers (Cevre ve $ehircilik Bakanlhgl, 2018, p. 18). There are different
figures in other sources (Atabey, 2015, p. 1; Cobanoglu, 2012, p. 7). According to data from the
Ministry of Environment and Urbanization, Dim Stream has become an increasingly unfavorable

stream for rafting.
4.4. Alara Stream

The stream has a flow rate of 25 cubic meters per second and a length of 82 kilometers (Cevre
ve Sehircilik Bakanligi, 2018, p. 18). The Alara Stream, which originates from the foothills of the
mountains in the Koprula region of Antalya, flows into the sea near the village of Boztepe in
Manavgat. Spring months are the best time for rafting. The racecourse starts at the east of
Guizelbag and ends in the Alara Town and Alarahan region, which is one of the most important
places of the historical Silk Road after a road of about 20 kilometers. The difficulty level of the
racecourse is in the second and third degree (Kulttr ve Turizm Bakanligi, 2019; Sarkim, 2007,
p. 267).

Although Antalya is a region with many streams, the first reason for the low number of rivers in
which rivers tourism is made is that the stream flow rates are irregular. Especially in the
summer, the amount of water is reduced or even depleted. Secondly, there are no
infrastructures and facilities required for these tourism activities in many rivers. Moreover, the
lack of entrepreneurship for this type of tourism and the unconscious activity of the existing

entrepreneurs seem to be one of the important problems.

Despite the advantages of being a tourism region with its classical and alternative tourism
possibilities, Antalya is extremely weak in river tourism activities. The activities carried out in
this type of tourism can be mostly evaluated within the scope of activities offered to tourists

visiting the city for mass tourism. Although approximately 500 thousand people visited the
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Koépralt Canyon during the rafting period, this situation does not contribute to the branding of
the city in the field of river tourism. Because the vast majority of people who visit here are not
those who come for river tourism, but those who rafting while they are on vacation. In other
words, people coming to do this sport especially in Antalya are in the minority. This situation
may lead to activities carried out by unauthorized persons and some people who do not have
tourism management ability (or establishment) and do not serve the purpose (Yesil, 2015, p.
132).

The works to be done to develop the river tourism potential and promote the region is important.
But besides this, the things to be done for the sustainability of this tourism type are also
important. According to the SWOT analysis, which reflects the present situation of the Antalya
province in the river tourism, the following points have been identified:

Strengths:

- Rivers are suitable for tourism

- There are entrepreneurs who invest in river tourism

- Access to rivers is possible

- There are many natural beauties in the area

Weaknesses:

- Transportation, infrastructure, superstructure, health, safety and other basic services are
not enough

- The knowledge of local people about river tourism is insufficient

- The publicity of the river tourism in the region is not well done

- Human resources are inadequate and education levels are low

- Reduction or even depletion of water in some rivers during summer periods

Opportunities:

- Accommodation facilities near the river tourist areas are available

- The rivers are close to other tourism destinations, especially the sea

- There is a chance to see the natural beauties and historical-cultural values of the tourists
coming for the river tourism

- Emergence of new job and employment opportunities

Threats:

- Natural resources and tourism values are gradually disappearing

- Climate change and drought cause a decrease in the amount of water in rivers

- Destruction of some archaeological sites

- The rivers and their environment become increasingly polluted; garbage is being thrown

According to this analysis, it seems that these rivers primarily require a strategic plan for the

development and sustainability of river tourism. Unplanned tourism activities lead to an

inadequate use of resources and therefore a poor economic return. Moreover, as a result of

"irregular exploitation", there is a risk of pollution and even destruction of resources.
5. CONCLUSION

As a result, in the light of the Tourism Strategy 2023 Action Plan prepared by the Ministry of

Culture and Tourism, the following points stand out:

¢ Eliminating deficiencies in terms of transportation, infrastructure, superstructure, health,
safety and other basic services is a necessary condition for achieving sustainable development
goal.
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e For the development of river tourism, it is necessary to ensure that the central government,
local governments, the private sector and non-governmental organizations work harmoniously
within the framework of good governance principles.

e Development goals expected from river tourism should be consistent with sustainable
environmental policies. It will be a good strategy to monitor global trends and requests so that
policies and targets related to river tourism are in line with national and international policies
and targets.

e The planning and implementation of river tourism should be carried out in such a way that it
can be integrated with other tourism types (rural tourism, hunting tourism, highland tourism,
sports tourism etc.). Extension of the tourism season by product diversification and even the
establishment of tourism cities which can be reached to different tourism products will provide
an advantage.

e [t is necessary to develop accommodation facilities suitable for individual or small group tours
and to support guest house management. Establishment, preservation and development of a
certain quality and standardization in services are important.

¢ People living in the region need to be educated about tourist products, souvenir production,
service, lodging, quality and business management. The standardization of the labor quality and
the application of the certification system will provide the standardization. It is necessary to
cooperate with the universities or professional organizations that provide training to tourist
guides.

¢ Admission points should be established at the entrance to the tourism areas. Maps showing
recreation and accommodation, tourist routes and destinations, walking routes should be

presented. Information and directional signs should be placed.

In addition to these, other tourism values and especially the environment need to be protected
in order for the rivers to continue to contribute to the local and national economy as a touristic
and economic value. Natural beauties, historical artifacts, architectural structures, plant and
animal species, water resources should be protected. Before anything else, it is necessary to
provide a clean environment around the rivers. Measures against water, soil and air pollution
must be taken. Establishing an integrated and sustainable solid waste management system will
prevent the contamination of the environment. In addition, recovery of recyclable materials is

important for development and sustainability.

Once these basic structural problems have been solved, the rivers need to be opened to tourism
and advertised. In this phase, the principles of advertising management, image management
and vision management should be utilized. Social media networks, local and national media
should be seen as an opportunity to promote river tourism. Opportunities to integrate with
other types of tourism should be assessed and prepared package tour with various tourism
activities should be prepared. In tourism activities organized in Turkey and even in the world, it
is necessary to introduce the tourism values, culture and lifestyle, local tastes and the rivers.
Information books, detailed region maps and brochures should be prepared to introduce tourist
attractions and rivers of the region. In all these studies, target group should be determined.

Region-country-world oriented promotion and marketing should be done in a gradual way.
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GENISLETILMiS OZET
Giris
Y1l boyunca calismanin ve modern kent hayatinin stres ve yorgunlugundan uzaklasmak isteyen
insanlar, alternatif turizm etkinliklerine ragbet gostermektedirler. Bu alternatif turizm

taleplerinden akarsular da etkilenmektedir. Akarsular, giderek yayginlasan spor aktiviteleriyle,

turizm sektériinde 6ne cikmaktadir.

Akarsu turizmi, doga gezisi ve ylUrtyuUslerini, ylizme ve sportif olta balikciligini, rafting, kano,
nehir kayagi gibi spor aktivitelerini icine alan bir alternatif turizm taradtr. Akarsularin
rekreasyon amaci tasiyan etkinlikler icin kullanilmasina akarsu turizmi denilmektedir. Diger
doga temelli turizm turleri gibi, akarsu turizmi de cevreyle btitinleserek, dogayla uyum icinde

yasama ilkesiyle yakindan ilgilidir.

Tarimdan turizme, kentlesmeden cevreye hemen her alanda son yillarda 6nem kazanan bir
kavram olan sUtrdurulebilirlik, buttin ekonomik faaliyetler icin bir ilke konumundadir.
Surdurtlebilir turizm de, turizm faaliyetleri icin gerekli deger ve kaynaklarin, gelecek nesillerin
de faydalanabilmesi icin yasatilmasi anlamini tasimaktadir. Alternatif turizm turleri ve 6zellikle
eko-turizm genellikle cevreyle uyumlu turizm olarak goérlilse de esasen surdurulebilir turizm

btitin turizm tiarleri icin gecerli bir ilkeyi ifade etmektedir.
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Problem ve Motivasyon

Turizm dogal ve kulttirel degerleri kullanarak yurtttlen faaliyetlerden olusmaktadir. Ancak bu
degerlerin yogun ve sorumsuzca kullanilmasi, kaynaklarin kirlenmesine, azalmasina ve uzun
vadede yok olmasina sebep olmaktadir.

Cevrenin ve dogal - kulttirel kaynaklarin korunmasi, bu kaynaklar sayesinde gerceklestirilen
butin ekonomik faaliyetler gibi, turizm faaliyetlerinin strdurtlebilirligi icin de gereklidir.
Diinyada, bircok turizm faaliyetinin dogal kaynaklari tukettigi, kirlettigi hatta yok ettigi
bilinmektedir. Turizm amach kullanilan dogal alanlarda hava, su, toprak kirliligi gértilmektedir.
Bu kaynaklarin korunmasi ve uzun yillar turizme ve insanlhiga hizmet etmesi, ekonomik getiri
saglamaya devam etmesi icin turizmde strdurulebilir ilkesinin benimsenmesi gerekmektedir.
Surdurtlebilir turizm ise, blitiin turizm tarlerinde ve turizm sektérintn butin paydaslar icin
strdtruilebilirlik ilkelerine bagliligl gerektirmektedir.

Amac ve Yaklasim

Strdurtlebilir turizm, ayri veya 6zel bir turizm bicimi degildir. Aksine, bltéin turizm tarleri
daha stirdtirtilebilir olmaya calismalidir. Turizmi daha strdirtlebilir kilmak yalnizca sektortin
olumsuz etkilerini kontrol etmek ve yénetmek degildir. Turizm endustrisi, yerel topluluklara
ekonomik ve sosyal olarak fayda saglamak ve cevrenin korunmasi icin bilin¢ ve destek saglamak
icin cok 0Ozel bir konumdadir. Turizm sektérinde, ekonomik kalkinma ve cevre koruma karsit
gugcler olarak gérilmemelidir. Aksine bu iki gig¢ birbirini desteklemeli ve bunu amag¢ edinerek
glclenmelidir. Politikalar ve eylemler, turizmden saglanan faydalar: arttirmay: ve maliyetleri

distrmeyi hedeflemelidir.

Bu calismada, Turkiye’de akarsu turizminin genel bir fotografi verilerek, bu turizm ttrtinin
gelistirilmesinin kaynaklarinin korunmasiyla yani stirdtirtilebilirlikle dogrudan ilgili oldugunun
alt1 cizilmektedir. Bu calismanin amaci, Antalya Orneginde akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi,

sturdurulebilirligi ve kaynaklarin korunmasi agisindan 6neriler ortaya koymaktir.
Yontem

Calismada, strdurtlebilir turizm yaklasiminin 6énemi Uzerinde durulmus, kirsal ve bolgesel
kalkinmanin saglanmasi ve istihdamin arttinlmasinda turizmin 6nct bir sektér oldugu
vurgulanmistir. Turizmin bu misyonu yerine getirmesinin ve stirdtirtlebilirligin saglanmasi igin
bazi hususlara ve ilkelere deginilmistir. Bu hususlar ve ilkeler g6z 6ntinde tutularak, Antalya’da
akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi, y6renin kalkinmasina katma deger saglamasi ve turizmin

strduruilebilirligi icin buittin paydaslar ilgilendiren noktalar belirlenmistir.

Bu calismada o6ncelikle akarsu turizmi hakkinda genel bir teorik cerceve sunulmustur. Antalya
ozelinde Turkiye’de akarsu turizminin genel durumu ve potansiyeli incelenmistir. Antalya’da
akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi, y6renin ve tulkenin kalkinmasina bir katk: saglamasi icin
yapilmasi gerekli politika ve stratejiler tizerinde durulmustur. Antalya Ili'nin akarsularinin
durumunun ve potansiyelinin tespit edilmesi, turizme acilmasi ve kalkinmaya katk: saglamasi

amaciyla SWOT analizi yapilmis, glicli ve zayif yonler; tehdit ve firsatlar belirlenmistir.
Bulgular

Turkiye cesitli dogal ve kiilttirel degerlere sahip bir tilkedir. Ulkede, alternatif turizm tiirlerinin
pek cogu icin belli bir potansiyel bulunmaktadir. Turkiye’deki akarsularin énemli bir kismi
"akarsu turizmi" olarak tanimlanan rafting, kano ve nehir kayagi icin cok uygun durumdadir.

Ulkenin, akarsu turizmi i¢in sundugu bu biiylik potansiyelin gelistirilmesi ve genis kitlelere
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ulagsmak icin tanitiminin yapilmasi 6nem tasimaktadir. Akarsu turizmi, buytk yatirimlar
gerektirmedigi gibi, cevrenin dogal, kulttirel, tarihi/arkeolojik degerleri ve diger turizm
cesitleriyle entegre olabilmektedir. Bu sebeple, nehirlerin akarsu turizmi potansiyeli
incelenirken, cevresinde yer alan ve entegre bir sekilde gelistirilebilecek diger turizm degerleri de
g6z ardi edilmemelidir. Ulkemizde akarsu turizmi ve ézellikle rafting sporu yapmak icin uygun
akarsular: Altiparmak (Barhal) Cay: (Artvin), Coruh nehri (Artvin, Bayburt), Firtina Deresi (Rize),
Ikizdere Nehri (Rize), Koépriicay (Antalya), Manavgat Cayi (Antalya), Dalaman Cay1 (Mugla),
Goksu Nehri (Adana, Mersin), Anamur (Dragon) Cay: (Mersin), Zamanti Irmag: (Kayseri), Melen
Cay1 (Dlizce), Munzur Cay: (Tunceli), Bekili Deresi (Denizli) ve Firat nehrinin bir kismi (Elazig)
sayilabilir.

Bu calismada, Turkiye’de akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi ve stirdtrtlebilirligi konusu, Antalya
érnegi lzerinden incelenmektedir. Antalya ilinde cok sayida akarsu bulunmaktadir: Aksu,
Kopricay, Manavgat, Duden, Gazipasa, Alara, Dim, Alakir, Korkuteli, Kargi, Karpuz ve
Karaman. Akarsu turizmi icin uygun olan irmaklar Képricay, Manavgat Irmagi, Dim Cay1 ve
Alara Cayrdir. Antalya’da kitle turizminin halen gelismis olmasi ve baska alternatif turizm
imkanlarinin bulunmasi, akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi ve tamtilmas: icin btytk bir firsat

olarak gorulmelidir.

Ancak akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi ve tanitilmasi icin yapilacaklar yaninda, bu turizm
tirintn surdurilebilirlii de énem arz etmektedir. Antalya’da bulunan nehirlerde akarsu
turizminin gelisimi ve stirdtirtilebilirligi icin 6ncelikle stratejik bir planlamaya ihtiya¢c duyuldugu
gortilmektedir. Plansiz yapilan calismalar, kaynaklarin optimum kullanilmamasmna ve
dolayisiyla yeterince ekonomik getiri saglanamamasina sebep olmaktadir. Ayrica “dlzensiz
yararlanma” sonucunda cevrenin kirlenmesi, hatta kaynaklarin yok olmasi1 tehlikesi

bulunmaktadir.
Sonuc

Ulasim, altyapi, Ustyapi, saglik, gtivenlik ve diger temel hizmetler bakimindan eksikliklerin
giderilmesi, surdurtlebilir kalkinma hedefine wulasmak icin gerekli sartlarin basinda
gelmektedir. Akarsu turizminin gelistirilmesi i¢in, merkezi yénetimin, yerel yénetimlerin, 6zel
sektor ve sivil toplum kuruluslarinin iyi yénetisim ilkeleri cercevesinde uyumlu calismalarinin
saglanmasi gerekmektedir. Akarsu turizminden beklenen kalkinma hedeflerinin stirdtrtlebilir
cevre politikalariyla uyumlu olmasi lazimdir. Akarsu turizmiyle ilgili politika ve hedeflerin ayrica
ulusal ve uluslararas: politika ve hedeflerle uyumlu olmasi, kuiresel egilim ve taleplerin takip
edilmesi iyi bir strateji olacaktir. Akarsu turizmi planlama ve uygulamalarinin diger turizm
tarleri (kirsal turizm, av turizmi, akarsu turizmi, spor turizmi vb.) ile entegre olabilecek sekilde
yurttilmesi, UGrin cesitlendirilmesi yapilarak turizm sezonunun genisletilmesi, hatta farkl

turizm trtnlerine bir arada ulasilabilen turizm kentlerinin olusturulmas: avantaj saglayacaktir.

Akarsularin bir turistik ve ekonomik deger olarak yoére ve lilke ekonomisine katki saglamaya
devam etmesi icin, diger turizm degerlerinin, dogal guizelliklerin, tarihi eserlerin, mimari
yapilarin, bitki ve hayvan turlerinin, su kaynaklarinin ve o6zellikle cevrenin korunmasi
gerekmektedir. Akarsular ve etrafinda her seyden once temiz bir cevrenin saglanmasi, su,
toprak ve hava kirliligine kars1 6énlem alinmasi, entegre ve strdurtlebilir bir kati1 atik yénetim
sisteminin kurulmasi, ¢oplerin dogay: kirletmesinin 6nitine gecilmesi ve geri dontstirilebilir

maddelerin ekonomiye geri kazandirilmas: énem arz etmektedir.
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