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GEOGRAPHICAL ELEMENTS IN NESET ERTAS FOLK SONGS IN THE CONTEXT OF HUMAN-PLACE
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Abstract

Neset Ertas is one of the important values that represent Anatolian culture and tradition of abdal. There are many works of artist
whose folk songs appeal to Turkish people from past to present. In this research, it is aimed to reveal the geographical elements in
Neset Ertas folk songs in the context of human-place interaction. During the research process, geographical elements in Neset Ertas
folk songs have been collected through document analysis, while folk songs have been used as documents. In this context,
qualitative research method has been used in the research. The data obtained from Neset Ertas folk songs have been analyzed with
help of descriptive analysis. According to results of analysis during research process, it has been observed that geographical elements
in Neset Ertas folk songs mostly concentrated in the categories of "Place, solar system, earth", "Earth shapes" and "Regional
mobility"; it is seen that at least it concentrated in the 'Political structure' and 'Artistic-cultural structuring' categories. According to
results of research, it can be said that geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs, relational data regarding human-place exists,
folk songs can create a cultural bond by combining the fields of literature, history, geography in human-place interaction.
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INTRODUCTION

Geography which stands out in the description of environments in which people come to life and shape their life, is
defined as Earth science / Spatial science, but it represents an important place in human life with its versatile approach
to human, environment and place (Coskun, 2010: 845). It is derived from the word 'kevn' which has Arabic origin and
means being, body, occurrence, existence, place, place and which is expressed as place in its present form, has been
considered as one of the important concepts for human beings for many years (Sami, 2015: 938). The concept of place
is considered to be one of the factors that affect human and human development in different ways in all areas of life.
People's tendencies may differ from each other in terms of their perception of place or its integration with place. In this
direction, people's sense of belonging to place that they are in or their definition of place by integrating with the place
varies from person to person. Therefore, meanings that people attribute to concept of place are also important
elements in interaction in the context of individual-society or human-environment relationship. They improve by taking
form with use, perception of place and different identity features in place perception during development of
individuals' own self-identities. While interpreting human and place in the development of life; meanings / meanings
that are loaded on the place by people are shaped by different identity characteristics based on time-situation-people
(Dogan, 2018: 96; Akengin, 2015: 224). Human and place is a set of relationships that cannot be considered separately,
complement each other and develop the sense of belonging. In this context, it is thought that place has important
effects on person to gain a certain identity within the scope of place which person belongs to. (Israel, 2015: 181).
Therefore, human-place interaction which is seen as inseparable from each other, is considered in a dynamic
interaction process that includes a vital whole; special attention is drawn to place which is one of the most fundamental
factors affecting human beings regarding the change and transformation in life (Ozgen, 2018: 190); (Ozer, 2020: 82).
Places that people see and feel belonging with different interpretations and perceptions can be classified as open,
closed, wide, narrow, special, general, internal, external, temporary, and permanent (Bekicboga, 2018: 104). Within
this different spatial classification, human beings are expressed as an entity that integrates with place they live in and
gains vital meaning. People who progress by gaining meaning with the place can establish a strong connection with the
place by developing belonging to environment-place that they live in. Lefebvre expresses the interaction between two
basic elements with physical, mental and social place distinction in this phase of establishing a connection between
human and place; he approaches human-place relation as holistic by taking into account the concept of time with
different characteristics and by mentioning different characteristics and structure of each of this spatial distinction
(Lefebvre, 1991: 22). Within this holistic approach to human place interaction, it is not thought that human beings are
separate and independent from place and concept of time. Throughout the life, human interacts with concepts of time
and place. In all studies on human, it is seen that human beings are handled as an entity without being isolated from
place or thinking separately (Gedikli, 2017: 2). In this direction, it is said that concept of time in the interaction of
human and place is in an important position in this holistic relationship. Development of the human within the
framework of place, finding his identity and effects of place and time on people are among issues that have been
emphasized in recent years and are the subject of study (Barsky, 2019: 318).

Social Studies course is accepted as one of the basic courses for individuals to recognize and discover themselves, to
adapt to society they live in, to recognize and understand its cultural and moral values (Adediran and Onifade, 2013:
71). Social Studies course as one of the courses that provide a link between past and present, includes basic works that
have left traces in our cultural past. In this respect, "folk songs" have had an important place among social studies that
have turned to different studies especially in recent years. The place and effects of folk songs are investigated in terms
of making social studies teaching a more effective and rich process. While folk songsand various subjects and issues in
folk songs are investigated in Social Studies course, it is important to focus on values that leave their mark on Turkish
culture, history and inhabited geography. In this context, Neset Ertas as a value from recent past to present, is accepted
among names that should be examined with his art, folk songs and place in Anatolian culture.

Neset Ertas is one of the important values representing Anatolian culture. As a Turkish minstrel, he is considered as last
great representative of tradition of abdal. Muharrem Ertas; his father and name who he took as an example in his
artistic life, has many popular works which appeals to hearts of the Turkish people from past to present. Neset Ertas,
with his humble personality, his approach that stands out with his love of people, taking basis of giving a voice against
injustice without breaking heart, is accepted as he successfully represents tradition of Abdal through his works
throughout his life (Keskin, 2015: 149). Neset Ertas, who is one of the pioneers of Turkish folk music with Folklore
tradition and folk songs he performed, has introduced his folk songs which he blended with Anatolian culture, tradition
and art, by making a name in both national and international platforms and is considered as one of the representatives
who contributed to development of Turkish culture and folk songs (Sarioglu, 2019: 12). Neset Ertas, who is the leading
folk song singer and performer of Turkish folk music, is regarded as one of the artists who focus on reaching human and
human essence in their folk songs. Hetouchespeople's hearts with his unique style and trend as are presentative of
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tradition of abdal and minstrelsy. It is said that artist who spent most of his life abroad, has become the voice and heart
of the people living abroad (Artun, 2013: 2). Abdal- minstrelsy tradition which Neset Ertas is a pioneer of it, has moved
to Anatolia from Asia, it is said that it spreads to both in Turkey and international platforms from Kirsehir and
surrounding area and has affected people (Kabadayi, 2019: 143; Keskin, 2015: 132; Glven, 2017: 82).

In 2011, Neset Ertas who is the plectrum of steppe / folk poet has been given the title of Honorary Doctor by ITU State
Conservatory as the representative of Anatolian culture and tradition of bard, and while his attitude to baglama has
been subjected in lessons, folk songs which bear traces of his life started to be used as material in the lessons. In
addition, the fact that it has been accepted as the 'Living National Human Treasure' within the scope of the Convention
on the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage by Unesco is considered as an important development for
international recognition through the culture of bard, folk songs that bear traces from his life and reflect the tradition
of abdalism (Keskin, 2014: 103).

In this study, it is aimed to reveal geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs in the context of human-place
interaction. It is thought that this study in which folk songs of Neset Ertag who has gained a significant place in the
recent Turkish cultural history, will bring a difference to field literature. It is believed that the research is important in
terms of thematically examining geographical elements in folk songs.

METHOD

Qualitative research method has been used in this study aiming to reveal geographical elements in Neget Ertas folk
songs, and the research is a descriptive study. Qualitative research can add flexibility to data collection and analysis
processes of research with its general inclusive orientation, and it is expressed as approaches that draw attention to
fact that pattern choices in research do not differ sharply and bear similarities (Yildirim and Simsek, 2008: 69). In the
design of case study, researchers might explore process, activity and event (Creswell, 2014: 187). While document
analysis is used as a data collection technique in the research; folk songs have been used as a document. In the
document review process which is a technique used in data collection in the research, various documents that are
considered to be original such as books, reports, video and sound recordings, archive files and photographs related to
research subject are systematically analyzed (Karatas, 2015: 72). In this context, obtained data from Neset Ertas folk
songs by document analysis have been analyzed by help of descriptive analysis. Descriptive analysis is a type of
qualitative data analysis that includes the summarization and interpretation of obtained data by help of different data
collection techniques based on themes created before analysis process, and direct quotations selected from the
findings can be frequently included in the study to increase effectiveness of analysis process. In qualitative studies using
descriptive analysis, it is emphasized that obtained findings by researcher during data analysis process are presented in
a summarized and interpreted form (Yildirim and Simsek, 2008: 39). From this point of view, in the analysis of data, in
accordance with descriptive analysis process, general framework of analysis process of study has been formed first, it is
followed by stages of placing data according to categories and themes, defining and interpreting data by Karatas (2015:
73). In this respect, in the process of analyzing and interpreting data, researcher has determined the main and sub
categories regarding the geographical elements in folk songs and the themes consisting of these main categories.
Tables have been created within the framework of these categories and themes depend on analyzed data, and each
table has been examined one by one by help of direct quotations representing sections. Based on these classifications,
in the analysis phase of research, data of study have been interpreted individually on both basis of main and sub-
categories and basis of main themes.

Data Collection and Analysis

Neset Ertas folk songs have been used as data collection tool/document in the study. In order to reach Neset Ertas folk
songs, folk songs on "Antoloji.com" website have been used. There are 135 folk songs of Neset Ertas on the related site.
As a result of investigation by the researcher, geographical elements have been founded in 91 of folk songs among 135;
list of 91 folk songs which have findings within the scope of study is presented at the end of study in order to support
internal reliability of study.

In this research, geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs have been examined and listed. Listed geographical
elements constitute various geographical categories and 3 basic geographical themes arising from these categories,
considering interrelated areas. Collected data regarding geographical factors have been analyzed with examples and
interpreted on a category-theme basis. While the geographical elements in folk songs have been analyzed according to
created categories and themes by researcher, both direct sample sections from folk songs related to relevant
geographical element have been shared, and both table has been created by collecting information about the
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frequency of relevant geographical elements in folk songs and findings have been interpreted. Data regarding findings
that are presented as table are detailed with examples from folk songs.

At the stage of ensuring validity and reliability of study, firstly opinions of 1 Assessment and Evaluation expert have
been obtained for carried out process on subjects such as content, objectives and method of study. In the study that is
conducted in line with received opinion, opinions of 2 experts in the field of Social Studies Education and opinions of 1
expert in the field of Turkish Education have been consulted in terms of language control. In this process, opinions of
experts have been received by stating the purpose of studying with field experts and sharing all examined folk songs,
created categories and themes by researcher during research process and all obtained findings. In order to increase
validity and reliability, in addition to list based on category and theme from collected data, a checklist including one
randomly selected sample has been created by researcher. In the checklist, there are "Suitable / Not Suitable" options
for each geographic category and its example and to which theme this category will be included in. Within the
framework of received feedback after the field experts' examinations, scoring reliability has been examined by using
the formula of Miles and Huberman (1994) (consensus / consensus + disagreement). As a result of analysis of expert
opinions, obtained agreement coefficient has been found as "1". It has been determined that obtained data with
prepared research within the scope of this result have scoring reliability. Internal reliability of researcher is also a factor
that supports and improves the study process. It is pointed out that same or similar results can be reached when
obtained data in a research within scope of internal reliability is used by different researchers (Baltaci, 2019: 381). In
this respect, at the point of supporting internal reliability of research, information of folk songs that form data sets of
research, are examined in the process and reveal findings have been presented as an additional list at the end of study.

FINDINGS

In this part of research, obtained findings regarding geographical elements in Neset Ertas Folk Songs are included.

Findings Regarding Geographical Elements in Neget Ertas Folk Songs

In this part of research, findings regarding geographical elements in Neset Ertas Folk Songs have been examined.
Regarding findings, main - subcategories have been created and presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Categories Regarding Geographical Elements in Neset Ertas Folk Songs

MainCategory SubCategory Negset Ertas folk songs Sum (f)

Evvelim sensin, Yolcu, Niye gattin kaslarini, Gel sevelim, Hapishanelere giines dogmuyor, Ne
glizel yaratmis, Ah yalan diinya, Diinya (Yurd Durma Yura), Az Mi Gektim, Aman Dinya Ne Dar
imis, Su Fani Diinyaya Geldim Gidiyom, Ay Dost Deyince Yeri Gogii inleten, Bagim Alip Ciksam Bir
Yiice Daga, Binbir Hayalinan Dogdum Anamdan, Binbir Hayalinan Dogdum Anamdan, Gog Eyleyip | 28
Daglarda Yaylanmaz, Ne Yasamis Ne Yasar, Ne soyleyeyim, Ben Boyle Yaylaya, Bir Anadan Bu
Diinyaya Gelince, Giiliisiin Giilden Giizel, Halil ibrahim’in Agidi, Irizgim Cok Deyip Mala Giivenme,
Gonliim ataslara yandi gidiyor, insan (Gozleri Kér Degil), Nar Tanesi (Sevda Olmasaydi), Kar mi
Yagmis Yuice Dag Basina, Neyledin Diinya (Aydos), Yine Bir Hal Oldu

Place, sun, moon,
planets, earth

Place, solar
system, earth

Askin beni deleyledi, Ceylan, Veda, Bagisla sevdigim Hakki seversen, Agla Sazim Aglanacak
Zamandir, Gonul Dagi Yagmur Yagmur, Biraktin Yaliniz Gurbet Ellerde, Yandi Bagrim, Ak Elleri

Mountain, plain, Sala Sala Gelen Yar, Ask Atagi Dustu Garip Gonlime, Basim Alip Ciksam Bir Yiice Daga, Daglar

Landforms lateau. desert Basi Karl Olur, Daglar Dagladi Beni, Dinek Dagl, Karli Daglar Gegit Vermez, Anladim Evelden 25
P ! Boyledir Takdir, Kar Mi Yagmis Yiice Daglar Basina, Gonl yari bulamayinca, Sanki Sam Yelisin
Estin Bagima, Ne s6yleyeyim, Nedir Bu Bagimda Bu Sevda Nedir Bir Anadan Bu Diinyaya Gelince,
Kiziirmak Can incitme,Mecnun Gibi Dolasiyom Céllerde, Cigekler icinde Menevse Bastir
. . Karanfil suyu neyler, Béyle Olur Mu, Az Mi Cektim, Mecnun Gibi Dolagiyom Collerde, Biraktin
Immigration, war, , e . .
Regional cace. seasonal Yaliniz Gurbet Ellerde, Zorumus Meger, Basim Alip Ciksam Bir Yiice Daga, Binbir Hayalinan
mogbility IF;bor ! Dogdum Anamdan, Daglar Basi Karli Olur, Dinek Dagi, Go¢ Eyleyip Daglarda Yaylanmaz, Gor ki 18

felek bize neler eyledi, Sad Olup Giilmedim Eller icinde, Ne Yasamis Ne Yasar, Bir Anadan Bu

expatriation Diinyaya Gelince,Nedir Bu Basimda Bu Sevda Nedir, O Sen Misin O Sen Misin,Yine Bir Hal Oldu

Simulations of
geographical
elements

Human-nature /
Nature-human,
Nature-nature /
Human-human

Neredesin sen, Yolcu, Hata benim, Ne giizel yaratmis, Ah yalan dlinya, Bagisla sevdigim Hakki
seversen, Kendim Ettim Kendim Buldum, Anladim Evelden Boyledir Takdir, Bu Diinyaya Gelince,
Coban Kavalini Dertli Caliyo, Giiliisiin Giilden Giizel, Halil ibrahim’in Agidi, Hapishanelere Attim
Postumu, Kibar Kizin Saglari Sallaniyor, Mecnun Gibi Dolasiyom Collerde,Binbir Hayalinan
Dogdum Anamdan Bir Anadan Nedir Bu Basimda Bu Sevda Nedir

17

Geographical
places

Indoor-outdoor

Evvelim sensin, Bahgada Gul Agaci, Aslanim Eller, Biter Kirsehir'in Gulleri Biter, Deli Boran
(Bozlak), Kale Kaleye Bakar (Stirmeli), Buttin Ahbaplar Ansin Adini, Ben Boyle Yaylaya,
Hapishanelere Attim Postumu, Kalkti Kismet Bu Ellerden Gidelim, Kibar Kizin Saglari Sallaniyor,
Seher Vakti Caldim Yarin Kapisini

Historical place-
geographical
place

Kale Kaleye Bakar (Strmeli),
Kibris Baris Harekatina, Seker Dagi

15
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Table 1 Continued

Climate events

Rain, cloud, snow,

Muhir gozlim, Ne giizel yaratmig, Ah yalan diinya, Kar Mi Yagmis Yiice Daglar Basina,A¢ma
zaluflerin yellere karsi, Gonll Dagi Yagmur Yagmur, Az Mi Cektim, Karli Daglar Gegit Vermez, Kar

(elements) wind Yagar Kar Ustiine, Go¢ Eyleyip Daglarda Yaylanmaz, Dr.Mehmet Ali Altin, Sanki Sam Yelisin Estin 12
Bagima
Place names f:\::tr\)/i,”:ltz, izmir, Biter Kirsehir'in Giilleri Biter, Dr.Mehmet Ali Altin, Biitiin Ahbaplar Ansin Adini, Kesik ¢ayir
(administrative sub-\;illageg ! bigilir mi, Kibris Barig Harekatina, Toklumenli Zeynep Gelinin Agidi, Ben Bdyle Yaylaya, Suda Balik | 10
settlements) settlement Oynuyor, Sirin Kirsehir
Zuluf dokilmus yiize, Hapishanelere giines dogmuyor, Gonliim ataglara yandi gidiyor, Toklumenli
Movements of . LT ) ) o P e
Year, day-night Zeynep Gelinin Agidi, Giye Giye Eskitmigsin Allari, Kizilirmak Can Incitme, Mecnun Gibi Dolasiyom | 8
sun and moon . : .
Collerde, Seher Vakti Caldim Yarin Kapisini
Income Wealth-povert Ahu gozlerini sevdigim, Niye gattin kaslarini, Deli Boran (Bozlak), Garibin Diinyada Yuzii GUlemez, 7
differences P ¥ Ben Bdyle Yaylaya, Irnzgim Cok Deyip Mala Glvenme, Sirin Kirsehir
I(ii:fif:hlcal Homeland, Yolcu, Cigcekdagi, Bagisla sevdigim Hakki seversen, Agla Sazim Aglanacak Zamandir, Su Fani 7
. hometown Diinyaya Geldim Gidiyom, izmir, Sirin Kirsehir
belonging
Water Sea, river, stream, | Béyle Olur Mu, Kar Yagar Kar Ustiine, Halime Kiz cay asag gidiyor, Seker Dagi, Toklumenli 6
geography tea, lake Zeynep Gelinin Agidi, Kizilirmak Can incitme
Spring, autumn, Kustlirdim gonala, Ask Atasi Diistd Garip Gonlime, Doyulur mu, Veda, Bahari gérmedim, Yine
Seasons . . 6
summer, winter Bir Hal Oldu
Economic Industry,
activity agriculture, Coban Kavalini Dertli Caliyo, Kova Kova indirdiler Yaziya 2
branches livestock, mine
Political
olitica Management Kibris Baris Harekatina 1
structure
Artistic- Art, religion,
cultural language, Zamana uymasini bil 1
structuring education
Total 163

In this study in which geographical elements of Neset Ertas folk songs have been investigated, firstly, as seen in Table 1,
an examination has been done on the basis of main and sub categories. Geographical elements have been found in 91
of 135 examined Turkish folk songs. When look at Table 1, it is seen that geographical elements are emphasized 163
times in folk songs in terms of created categories. Within the geographical categories created by researcher, it is
understood that frequency of geographic elements from more to less is collected under titles of: ‘place, solar system,
earth' (28), 'landforms' (25), 'regional mobility' (18), 'simulations of geographical elements'(17), 'geographical locations'
(15), 'climatic events' (12), 'place names (administrative settlements)' (10), 'movements of sun and moon' (8), 'income
differences’ (7), 'geographical location, belonging' (7), 'water geography' (6), 'seasons’ (6), 'economic activity branches'
(2), 'political structure (1), artistic-cultural structuring (1)".

When look at table, it is seen that geographical elements regarding Place, Solar system, Earth take place (28) times in
the study. In the song of Kar Mi Yagmis Yiice Daglar Basina, about Place, Solar System and the Earth:

“Su diinyanin vefasini gérmedim
Gegti cahil 6mriim bir murada ermedim
Eller gibi demi-i devran siirmedim”strings attract attention. In Ne Yasamis Ne Yasar song:
“Su diinyada muradina ermeyen
Ne yasamis ne yasiyor ne yasar
Derdin deryasina dalan garibim” strings are seen. Regarding Landforms which is repeated (25) times,in song of

Sanki Sam Yelisin Estin Bagima:

“Sanki sam yelisin estin bagima

Mecnun gibi attin beni ¢éllere.” strings are seen; in Kar mi yagmis Yiice Daglar Basina song:

“Kar mi yagmus yiice daglar basina

Gidilmez o ydre yollar baglanir

Gayri bu ellerde durulmaz daglar”strings take place. On regional mobility (18), in Go¢ Eyleyip Daglarda
Yaylanmaz song:

“Gég eyleyip her daglarda yaylanmaz

Basi béliik béliik kar olmayinca” strings take place. Again in Dinek Dagi song:

“Tasi deler mizragimiz temreni

Diismana yeke yek varmak zamani

Hazir ol vaktine diyenlerdeniz” strings attract attention .In Neredesin Sen song for simulations regarding
geographical factors (17):
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“Datl dillim giiler yiizliim ey ceylan g6zliim

Gonliim hep seni ariyor neredesin sen.” strings exist; In Ah Yalan Diinya song, regarding selected examples:

“Felek bulut oldu (stiime yagdi

Yaslari g6ziime dolan diinyada” strings take place. When look at geographical places category (15), in Kale
Kaleye Bakar (Siirmeli) song:

“Kale kaleye bakar, ben bilmem ayrilik

Bakislarin can yakar da gézleri siirmelim.” Strings take place and additionally in Bahgada Gl Agaci song:

“Bahg¢ada giil agaci (gézelim haydi haydi)

Devriyeler geliyor nere gidelim.”strings exist. In Gonul Dagi Yagmur Yagmur song, for climate events (12):

“Géniil Dagi Yagmur Yagmur Boran Olunca

Akar Can Oziimden Sel Gizli Gizli.” strings are seen; in Kar Yagar Kar Ustiine song:

“Kar Yagar Kar Ustiine

Yar Sevmis Yar Ustiime.”strings come out. Inizmir song, for place names (administrative settlements) (10):

“Gezdim tiim diinyayi gérdiim

Giizel izmir sana geldim” stringstake attention; in Biter Kirsehir'in Gilleri Biter song:

“Biter Girseeri'nin glilleri biter (efendim)

Sahiyip dalinda biilbiiller éter”strings are emphasized. In movements of sun and moon (8) category, in
Hapishanelere Glines Dogmuyor song:

“Hapishanelere giines dogmuyor”

Gec¢iyo bu 6mriim de giiniim dolmuyor” strings are seen; In Gonlim Ataslara Yandi Gidiyor song:

“Ben bu yil yarimden ayri diiseli

Her giiniim bir yila déndii gidiyor”strings come out.In income differences (7)category, in Garibin Diinyada Yiizu
Gililemez song:

“Garibin diinyada ylizii giilemez

Her zaman isleri zordur garibin” strings are seen; when lookat Irizgim Cok Deyip Mala Glivenme song:

“(aydost aman) Irizgim ¢ok deyip mala giivenme oy oy

(aman) Binip ask atina da odlara yama oy oy yanma”strings take place. For geographical location, belonging
(7), in Sirin Kirsehir song:

“Anavatanimsin baba yurdumsun

Ozanlar diyari sirin Kirsehir” strings are given; when look at Cicekdagi song:

“Cicekdadi derler garibin yurdu

Hep orada artti efkdri derdi” strings figured. For water geography (6) category, in Halime Kiz Cay Asagi Gidiyor
song:

“Halime giz ¢ay asagi gidiyor

Kasiyinan gézii gel gel ediyor” strings are seen;in Toklumenli Zeynep Gelinin Agidi song:

“Son bakisim Toklumen'in kéyiine

Adlayarak indim irmak kiyina”strings are emphasized.For seasons (6), in Bahari Gormedim song:

“Bahari gérmedim yazimdan oldum

Yar icin agladim géziimden oldum” strings are seen;in Ask Atasi DUstl Garip Gonliime song:

“Yaz giiniinde génliim kis eyliyerek

Bu basima yadgan kar senin icin”strings attract attention. Regarding economic activity branches (2) category, in
Coban Kavalini Dertli Caliyo song:

“Coban kavalini dertli caliyo

Koyunlari koygun koygun meliyo” strings are seen; in Kova Kova indirdiler Yaziya song:

“Kag¢ kuzulu ceylan kag avci geldi

Avcilar elinde kag¢ kuzun kaldi” strings are found. When look at Table 1, for political structure (1) and
geographical elements that are seen at least, in Kibris Baris Harekati song:

“Adgirbash sabretti durdu Tiirkiye

Zaptetti Kibris’t vermez gériindi

Bu isi diinyaya sor Tiirkiye.” expressions take place. Regarding the artistic-cultural structuring (1), in Zamana
Uymasini Bil song:

“Her yériiyen il eline gidiyo

Bilmem okudun mu ilim ne diyo”strings are seen. Based on these findings, it can be said that geographical
elements are included in Neset Ertas folk songs with various frequencies, and that folk songs are one of the literary
genres that support human-place interaction as a part of culture and geography.
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Themes Related to Geographical Elements in Neset Ertas Folk Songs

In this section, findings of created themes based on main categories given in Table 1 regarding geographical elements in
Neset Ertas folk songs are included in Table 2.

Table 2: Themes Related to Geographical Elements in Neset Ertas Folk Songs

Themes Main Categories f

Landforms (25), Water geography (6), Climate
events (elements) (12), Place, solar system 85
(28), Seasons (6), movements of the sun and
moon (8)

In terms of physical elements

Regional mobility (18), Income differences (7),
Artistic-cultural structuring (1), Geographical 60
In terms of human factors locations (15), Simulations regarding
geographical elements (17), economic activity
branches (2)

Place names (administrative settlements) (10),
In terms of political / administrative elements | Political structure (1), Geographical position,
belonging (7)

18

SUM 163

Looking at Table 2, it is seen that data in the study which investigates geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs
are gathered under themes of "Physical elements (85)", "In terms of human elements (60)", "Political / administrative
elements (18)". Considering created themes by researcher based on classification related to each other within the
framework of course of study, it is seen that geographical elements are mostly focused on physical elements in the folk
songs; at least in terms of political / administrative elements. Based on Table 2, regarding "In terms of physical elements
(85)" theme, in Karli Daglar Gegit Vermez song from the climate events-elements category:

“Karli daglar gecit vermez olunca

Gidilmez o yare yollar baglanir” strings come front. When look at "In terms of human factors (60)" theme, in
Basim Alip Ciksam Bir Yiice Daga song from regional mobility category:

“Ayriligin acisini bilenler

Ta kiiglikten 6ksiiz yetim kalanlar

Bayramlar gelse de sevinir m'ola”strings are given. Lastly, when look at Sirin Kirsehir song from category of
Place names (administrative settlements), regarding the theme of “in terms of political/administrative elements (18)”:

“Kazalarin nahiyelerin kéylerininen

Gonliimiin iginde yerin Kirsehir”strings are emphasized. In Table 2, it is seen that geographical elements are
examined within framework of themes. In terms of geographical factors, it is understood that examination of Neset
Ertas folk songs on the basis of themes can be an appropriate examination approach. It is noteworthy that strings which
take place in folk song includes geographical expressions on exemplifying the related themes. In this context, it can be
said that geographic elements can be examined in a theme-based manner in folk songs and an acceptable amount of
data can be reached in a way that supports human-place interaction.

Considering the geographical elements that emerged as a result of findings, it is seen that folk songs bear traces of
Neset Ertas's life; It is understood that poet has been influenced by both physical and human and political factors such
as Anatolian culture, steppe life, economic difficulties and migration movements during his lifetime. Therefore, it can
be said that bard has presented several slices from the period he lived in his folk songs.

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Neset Ertas has been subject of this study as one of the important representatives in Turkish history and culture with
his folk songs, Anatolian culture he represents and his identity as a folk poet. In the research, his 135 works have been
examined in order to determine geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs and it has been understood that 91 of
these works are suitable for content of study; findings have been collected and interpreted. According to the results of
study, it is observed that geographical elements have been repeated 163 times in Neset Ertas folk songs with the focus
of human and place. In this context, it can be said that Neset Ertas folk songs are intertwined with people, place and

geography.

In the study, firstly, geographical elements in the folk songs have been classified as main and sub categories. In this
categorical classification-based examination, it is seen that geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs are
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frequently included in categories in titles of " place, solar system (28), landforms (25), regional mobility (18)";and are
included at least in titles of "political structure (1), artistic-cultural structuring (1)".

Secondly, in the study, according to results of categorical classification-based examination, a "theme-oriented"
examination in which related categories to each other are combined and each main theme is formed has been
included. In the study which investigates geographical elements in Neset Ertas folk songs, 3 main themes have been
determined as "in terms of physical elements (85)", "in terms of human factors (60)" and "in terms of political /
administrative elements (18)". Considering the results of research, it is seen that geographical elements in examined
folk songs are concentrated on theme of "physical elements"; at least it takes place in the theme of "political /
administrative elements" It is noteworthy that there are also many geographical factors in theme of human factors. In
the study prepared by Kagmaz and Kagmaz (2017), geographical elements have been examined through novels and
geographical elements have been discussed on physical and human basis. It can be said that results of study at this
point support research. The study Bozyurt and Koca, (2011) have prepared on the place of physical geography elements
in proverbs also comply with this research in terms of its results. It can be said that the geographical elements in
different works and structures also attract attention of researchers in terms of determining the physical and
geographical elements by considering Meydan (2018)’s study in which geographical elements in Ferdi Tayfur's songs are
researched and focuses on the concept of place by revealing physical and human geography elements in the songs;
Ibret (2003)'s examination of geographical structures in village names and results that Kizilgcaoglu (2014) has reached by
focusing on geographical elements in the banknotes of African countries. Gedikli (2017), who focuses on relationship
between place and geography in his poems and deals with concept of place in poems in different dimensions,
emphasizes interaction by focusing on the human-place-geography trilogy. The findings of Gilersoy (2016), with his
study that examines geographical elements in Asik Mahzuni Serif Poems, also support this research. Addition to that
Kiiciiksen Oner and Geng (2019) have approached Contemporary Turkish painting from the perspective of village and
city paintings in terms of thematic view, and examined places and theme of poverty more specifically. According to the
results of the study, it is seen that in the context of human-place interaction, they deal with different places as a part of
life and the concept of poverty. The point of view of study on the phenomenon of people, place and income shows that
it has results that support this research. Again, it is thought that this research is supported by these studies where
Neset Ertas's works are discussed in terms of Turkish culture and mysticism from the points of Keskin (2015)
emphasizes the universality of works of Neset Ertas as an important representative of the abdalculture; Dilek (2019)
addresses the values in Neset Ertas folk songs; Celik and Eroglu (2019) examine Muharrem Ertas folk songs in terms of
various issues. It is stated that Hatipler (2019)’s research that approaches existence of human in the context of
environment and place; deals with the interaction of human with place and value which human adds to the place, is
considered also important with its interactional approach regarding human and place. Yayin (2020), who deals with
geographical places finding their place in all areas of social life, their development regarding people and culture, and
reflection of places on place names, supports this research with its perspective on human and place. In addition, Memis
(2020)'s study that discusses mythological elements related to elements of earth in folk songs is considered important
in terms of results of this research. Study that places in Miraculous Mandarin story are discussed in the context of
human-place; places are classified according to their shapes and meanings, can be said to support this study with its
originality and focus on human-place interaction (Evis, 2018). Artun (2013), who examines Neset Ertas folk songs in
terms of tradition of minstrelsy, draws attention to individual and social emphasis in the works during his study, is in
harmony with results of this study. In this respect, obtained results by researchers regarding human-place and
geographical factors and obtained results in this study support each other.

In this context, it is understood that Neset Ertas folk songs have a rich content in terms of studying geographical
elements within the framework of human-place interaction which is the starting point of study. Folk songs also allow to
think of human and place interactively, in addition to having quite different value with its artistic-cultural aspect. It can
be said that folk songs unite people and places and help to develop this unity with geographical elements. The value of
Neset Ertas and his folk songs in terms of Turkish history and culture, and their touch to geography and people also
reveals the versatile value of works.

As a result, in this research in which folk songs of Neset Ertas who is an important value in terms of Turkish history,
culture and music are discussed; it is thought that it is important in terms of including data on geographical factors, fact
that geographical elements related to human and place can be seen intensely in the studied folk songs, and human-
place interaction is one of the important subjects for the Social Studies course. In this context, it is understood that
Neset Ertas's representing Anatolian culture and his works that includes the geographical elements within scope of
human-place interaction which is the subject of this research, has an important place in the ancient and deep-rooted
history of Turkish-cultural history.

In the light of the results of research, following recommendations can be done:
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e This research is based on analyzing Neset Ertas's folk songs on the basis of geographical factors. Researchers
who are interested in the subject can work as focused on creating alternatives in Social Studies Education by
studying with different methods and techniques on the subject and expanding the scope of subject and content.

o Like Neset Ertas's folk songs, different folk songs or works that appeal to the poet culture and have an important
place in the history of Turkish culture can be examined comparatively, either by focusing on a single study or
subject, or by focusing on other works. They can be presented in relevant places by discussing the results while
making appropriate samplings in the education-training processes in terms of Social Studies Education.

e Views and studies on how geographical elements, human and spatial issues are included in the main works of
our cultural history can be discussed in multiple discussion platforms such as various field congresses and
symposiums.
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APPENDIX

List of Folk Songs (91 Folk Songs)

Acgma Zillflerin Yellere Karsi, Agla Sazim Aglanacak Zamandir, Ah Yalan Dlnya, Ahu Gozlerini Sevdigim, Ak Elleri Sala
Sala Gelen Yar, Aman Diinya Ne Dar imis, Anladim Evelden Boyledir Takdir, Aslanim Eller, Ask Atasi Distli Garip
Gonliime, Askin Beni Deleyledi, Ay Dost Deyince Yeri Gogii inleten, Az Mi Cektim, Bagisla Sevdigim Hakki Seversen,
Bahari Gormedim, Bahgada Gil Agaci, Basim Alip Ciksam Bir Yiice Daga, Ben Boyle Yaylaya, Biraktin Yaliniz Gurbet
Ellerde, Binbir Hayalinan Dogdum Anamdan, Bir Anadan Bu Diinyaya Gelince, Biter Kirsehir'in Gllleri Biter, Boyle Olur
Mu, Biitiin Ahbaplar Ansin Adini, Ceylan, Cicekdag), Cicekler icinde Menevse Bastir, Coban Kavalini Dertli Caliyo, Daglar
Bas! Karli Olur, Daglar Dagladi Beni, Deli Boran (Bozlak), Dinek Dagi, Doyulur mu, Dr.Mehmet Ali Altin, Dinya (YUr
Durma Ydrd), Evvelim Sensin, Garibin Diinyada Yuzl Gilemez, Gel Sevelim, Giye Giye Eskitmissin Allari, Gog¢ Eyleyip
Daglarda Yaylanmaz, Gonlim Ataslara Yandi Gidiyor, Goniil Dagi Yagmur Yagmur, Gonil Yari Bulamayinca, Gor ki Felek
Bize Neler Eyledi, Giiliisiin Giilden Giizel, Halil ibrahim’in Agidi, Halime Kiz Cay Asagl Gidiyor, Hapishanelere Attim
Postumu, Hapishanelere Giines Dogmuyor, Hata Benim, Irizgim Cok Deyip Mala Giivenme, insan (Gézleri Kér Degil),
izmir, Kale Kaleye Bakar (Stirmeli), Kalkti Kismet Bu Ellerden Gidelim, Kar Yagar Kar Ustiine, Karli Daglar Gegit Vermez,
Kar Mi Yagmis Yiice Daglar Basina, Karanfil suyu neyler, Kendim Ettim Kendim Buldum, Kesik Cayir Bigilir mi, Kibris Barig
Harekatina, Kiziirmak Can incitme, Kibar Kizin Saglari Sallaniyor, Kova Kova indirdiler Yaziya, Kiistiirdiim Gonili,
Mecnun Gibi Dolasiyom Collerde, Mihir Gozliim, Nar Tanesi (Sevda Olmasaydi), Nedir Bu Basimda Bu Sevda Nedir,
Neredesin Sen, Ne Giizel Yaratmis, Ne Séyleyeyim, Ne Yasamis Ne Yasar, Neyledin Diinya (Aydos), Niye Cattin Kaslarini,
O Sen Misin O Sen Misin, Sanki Sam Yelisin Estin Bagima, Seher Vakti Caldim Yarin Kapisini, Suda Balik Oynuyor, Sad
Olup Giilmedim Eller iginde, Seker Dagi, Sirin Kirsehir, Su Fani Diinyaya Geldim Gidiyom, Toklumenli Zeynep Gelinin
Agidi, Veda, Yandi Bagrim, Yine Bir Hal Oldu, Yolcu, Zamana uymasini bil, Zorumus Meger, Ziluf Dokilms Yize.
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