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Located approximately 850 m inland from the eastern shore of Van Lake,
Van Fortress / Tushpa Citadel extends roughly in the east-west direction. To
its north is the Van Fortress Mound and to its south lies the old city of Van.
Covering an area of 85 hectares the site was occupied from the Early Bronze
Age through the early twentieth century, i.e. for about five millennia. Tushpa
Citadel is known for its monumental Urartian buildings, Early Bronze Age
Van Fortress Mound and Urartian settlement strata, whereas Old City of Van
is better known for the monuments from the Turkish-Islamic era. In the 2013
campaign, excavations were conducted in three different areas, namely the
citadel, Old City of Van and Mound of Van Fortress (Fig. 1). The plans and
sections of the rock-cut Urartian royal tombs on the citadel of Van Fortress
were drawn and marked in the layout map. New evidence was gathered re-
garding the post-Urartian and Late Iron Age strata uncovered in the previous
campaigns. In the Old City of Van, excavations were carried out in the north-
south area between the city walls and Cifte Hamam (Double-Baths) and in
the east-west area between Kaya Celebi Mosque and the Middle Gate.

Old City of Van

The Old City of Van lies to the south of Van Rocks covering an area of
some 46 hectares. Settled from the thirteenth to the twentieth century, the site
encompasses numerous monuments including the Ulu Cami (Great Mosque)
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and the Red Minaret Mosque from the Seljuk period, Hiisrev Pasha and Kaya
Celebi Mosques from the Ottoman period as well as Armenian churches. The
practice of mud brick walls rising on stone foundations is seen widespread
across the site. This technique is attested even on the buildings of different
periods. In addition, stone constructions of Classical Ottoman period build-
ings are also found. The city is encircled by Van Fortress Rocks in the north
and walls in other directions. The walls pierced with four large gates have not
survived to a great extent.

The 2013 campaign in the Old City of Van focused mainly on the areas
that were settled from the thirteenth to the early twentieth century. The 800
year-old Seljuk and Ottoman urban street network and associated civil archi-
tecture were explored in 42 trenches reaching about 4200 sq. m. In this con-
text, stone-paved side alleys with rainwater troughs along their axes joining
into the stone-paved and carinated main streets, and architectural remains of
two-storied mud-brick structures with stone foundations were uncovered. A
wide range of artefacts such as articles of daily use, as well as seals and coins,
which contribute to dating, were recovered. The excavations of 2013 have
also shown that the settlement in this area goes back to the Early Bronze Age
based on the pottery finds.

The changes and development in the settlement pattern of the Old City of
Van can be followed in some miniatures, engravings and photographs. The
earliest examples would be the miniature named “Kala-i Sengi Van” at the
Topkap1 Palace Archives and the information in the Travels of Evliya Celebi
(Cantay 1994). Both of these sources indicate that the Old City of Van was
surrounded with walls pierced with gates at various intervals. However, there
seem to be contradictions on the names and number of these gates. Similarly,
there are contradictions regarding the towers and bastions on the city walls.
However, it is possible to state that there were four city gates. Saray Kapi
(Palace Gate), which was close to Hiisrev Pasha Complex and provided access
to Pasha’s Palace, and Orta Kap1 (Central Gate) located 250 meters east of
Palace Gate both provided access from the south. Tabriz Gate, located in the
east, is understood to be the grandest and busiest gate. Sources state that at
the west of the city, near the orchards of Horhor, there was a gate called either
Iskele (pier) or Yali (shore). The structural character of the encircling walls
is debated. Even though the seventeenth-century miniature depicts the city
encircled with double-fortifications, this has not been verified. However, it is
generally agreed that a moat filled with water ran along the walls. The moat
was crossed over via wooden bridges in front of the city gates.
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The engravings, drawings and photographs of the Old City dating back to
the 1830’s to the 1940’s provide important information on the development
of the city’s texture. The images of the city from the end of the nineteenth
century show administrative, public structures and important religious and
commercial units, which were substantially damaged and are understood to
have been abandoned. Earthquakes, Ottoman-Russian War at the end of the
nineteenth century and the local tribes’ uprisings against the central govern-
ment accelerated this process. That the finds uncovered during excavations
mostly belong to the late nineteenth century supports this hypothesis.

At the end of the nineteenth and early twentieth century, the city centre
seems to lie about Great and Red Minaret Mosques on the route leading to
Tabriz Gate. In particular, Tabriz Gate and its surroundings step forth as an
important trade centre. Again, it is understood from some other illustrations
that Muslims and Christians lived together in this area.

In the early years of the twentieth century, social unrest rooted in ear-
lier periods augmented gradually. In subsequent years, the clashes and the
destruction of the city accelerated. At this stage, it is seen that the city was
abandoned to a great extent. The building materials of abandoned buildings
were both used in the new buildings of the Old City and in the administrative
buildings of the new city, which moved to the Van Plain. Archaeological data
show that the city was destroyed mostly by the process of removing building
materials.

The abovementioned sources also reveal important information on the
architectural features of civic and public buildings. First of all, it is under-
stood that the city’s monumental religious structures were built with stone
and bricks. As uncovered in the excavations, the streets and alleys were paved
with stones (Fig. 2). In the civil architecture, the entrances have a stone-paved
area. The walls were built with mud bricks on top of two or three courses
of stones while some of them were built with only stones up to the upper
floor level and then with mud bricks above. Houses had flat roofs. Generally
there was a courtyard in the middle. Surrounding this court were a two-storey
house and one-storey auxiliaries like barn, toilets, pantry and tandoor. The
courtyard was paved with stones and had open work-areas. This building en-
semble was sometimes surrounded with a garden wall built with mud bricks
on top of stone foundations. The streets formed according to the houses, as is
the case in all eastern Muslim cities (Fig. 3).
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The road between Kaya Celebi Mosque and the Central Gate is one of
the central areas of the city as inferred from its structural character and ar-
chitectural units flanking it, which are thought to be public structures and
shops. These have stone-paved areas before them. Findings uncovered in
these structures yield striking information on their functions. For example,
some glass artefacts unearthed in one of these rooms contain pieces heavily
deformed during the production process and this indicates that there was a
glass workshop here. A rectangular structure uncovered at the easternmost
part of this area contained shoes, tools, and paint containers; therefore, this
place is thought to be a shoe-making workshop.

Furthermore, striking evidence was obtained regarding the infrastructure
of the Old City of Van. Both street systems with mid-way channels and cari-
nations have drainage channels connecting to the houses with pipes under
the street surface.

The Mound of Van Fortress

2013 campaign at the Mound of Van Fortress was carried out in three
trenches. In the previous years, new data had been collected regarding the
Urartu and post-Urartu stratification of the mound. Certainly, it takes time to
attain healthy interpretation of the stratification data obtained here in an area
such as Lake Van Basin with limited number of settlement mounds and also
with limited number of excavated mounds. In this context, new and different
identifications and approaches have emerged as a result of the interpretation
of data regarding the Urartian period chronology and settlement character at
the Mound of Van Fortress during our study of four years.

First of all, many problems were encountered when the architectural
tinds uncovered in the excavations between 1989-1991 were evaluated with
the new excavation approach. Passive protection measures taken at the time,
and damage caused by elements and mankind have made it very difficult to
evaluate the previously uncovered architectural remains. At this point, new
reference points and the need for interpretations to be made in light of new
excavations arose. Within this frame, important conclusions were attained in
2012 (Konyar et al. 2013) Architectural elements uncovered in trenches N20-
N21 primarily suggest the presence of a three-phased building layer. How-
ever, the masonry attributed to the later period could be followed only in a
considerably small area but not in other trenches; thus, new perspectives had
to be developed on Urartian building layer of the late period. Also, the finds
and remains thought to be related with a new phase, and uncovered beneath
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the architecture of the early phase in 2012 excavations, may actually belong
to a restoration/repair phase, thus leading to new results on the stratification.
Comparing the Urartian architecture uncovered in trench M26 with other ar-
chitectural finds in the other trenches suggests that a new stratigraphic evalu-
ation is necessary. Nevertheless, it should be noted that the information on
the stratification compiled in a limited period of time in a limited space shall
become clearer when the excavation area will be expanded in the coming
season.

Excavations in Area A

The trenches in the westernmost part of Van Fortress Mound are defined
as Area A. This is the highest point of the mound. In the 1989-1991 excava-
tions under the direction of Prof. Dr. M. Taner Tarhan brought to light in the
trenches N18 (K10) and N19 (L10) a building complex, which was described
as a “magnificent mansion of a nobleman of Tushpa” (Tarhan 2011). In order
to determine the eastern extent of this complex, trenches N20 and N21 just to
the east of N19 and trench M26 further east were excavated in 2013.

As attested across the entire mound, in these trenches too, the top layer
with a thickness of 1.5 m served as a cemetery from the Middle Ages until the
twentieth century (Konyar 2011: Konyar et al. 2012). Individuals were buried
here according to their faith, in general, i.e. in Christian and Islamic customs.
In the Muslim burials individuals are laid in the east-west direction with their
faces to the south and slightly crouching. In the Christian burials, individuals
were buried supine with a stone or earth or mud bumps under the heads. In
general, the lower level burials belong to Christians and upper level ones to
the Muslims while some burials of the Islamic period penetrated into and dis-
turbed the Christian burials. Burial typology includes those with or without
slabs. Small finds from burials include pottery, painted glass cups, glass and
iron bracelets, iron rings, earrings, hair pin, and bronze rings.

In 2012 campaign, it was noted that the orange coloured layer with a
thickness of 70-80 cm under the medieval layer is sterile filling (Konyar et
al. 2013). Mud brick debris and potsherds of Late Iron Age attested in these
layers in trench M26 in 2012 and trench N21 in 2013 indicate that the layer
in N20 also belongs to the Late Iron Age. Absence of architectural remains or
other finds at this level of trench N20 can be explained by the heavy damage
caused by the medieval burials. In the future, new trenches to be dug in Area
A will help clarify this issue.
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Right beneath is the Urartian layer with an ashy grey coloured fabric. Ex-
cavations in 2012 indicated a two-phased - i.e. early and late - building layer
of Urartian period. The buildings of the earlier phase are dated to the eighth
century B.C. The walls of the earlier phase buildings were built with mud
bricks on top of a single course of foundation stones and vary from 80 to 100
cm in thickness. Also, a hearth was identified in the early phase. The walls of
the late phase buildings were built with mud bricks on top of three or four
rows of foundation stones and the wall thickness exceeds 1 m However, the
2013 excavations in trench M26 suggest that this may be an Urartian building
complex with a single phase, which underwent partial repairs. Thus, the hy-
pothesis emerged that the Urartian buildings in the mound could be single-
phased and the structures considered to be of the late phase could actually
belong to the restoration and repair phases. We believe that this issue will also
be clarified in the future with new trenches.

In 2013, excavations continued in trench N21 in order to clarify the strati-
fication and follow eastward the Urartian structures on the west of the mound
excavated in previous campaigns of 1989, 1991, 2011 and 2012. As in other
trenches of Area A, the burials can be detected across the entire trench N21
starting immediately from the surface. In 2013, 56 burials were uncovered
with 62 skeletons in them. During the excavation of the burials, some remains
with locus nos. 01872 and 01877 that may belong to mud brick walls of 20 cm
thickness were identified in the northern and the southern half of the trench;
they are dated earlier than the burials. This layer ends on the Urartian layer,
descending south. In fact, this layer clearly visible especially at the eastern
and northern profiles of trench N20 in 2012 is consistent with the structural
characteristics and level of the top layer of Urartian structures. These remains
could belong to walls, which had fallen down from north towards south (Fig.
4). Both the traces in the trench profile and the horizontal structural char-
acteristic and the finds seem to support this hypothesis for now. In order to
better analyse the finds, a sondage of 2 m width and extending along the en-
tire length between east and west profiles was dug intersecting these struc-
tures northward. When the remains of the collapsed walls were removed in
the sondage area, Late Iron Age pottery was uncovered both in and under the
debris (Fig. 5). In addition, numerous pieces of adobe blocks not yielding any
proper architecture and looking fused with earth were identified. Especially,
this debris of adobe blocks is strong evidence for the area to contain an archi-
tectural unit. From this perspective, it is a first for the Late Iron Age in Lake
Van Basin. Particularly, it is of great importance that the data was obtained in
a mound. That the building remains and related finds were uncovered in the
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layers right above the Urartian layers, and that the stratigraphic data observed
on the horizontal and vertical dimensions are clearly encouraging for the re-
gion because Late Iron Age architecture had not been detected in mounds be-
forel. Abovementioned building remains on top of the Urartian layer, albeit
weak, animal bones of consumption waste as well as pottery of Late Iron Age
point to the fact that the area was settled after the Urartian period.

In 2012, architectural remains and finds uncovered in trench M26 in the
east signalled to the Late Iron Age (Konyar et al. 2013). In 2013, in order to
determine the characteristics of mud brick architecture excavations contin-
ued at the locus nos. 00292 and 00293 with mud brick blocks (flooring?) of
45x45 cm., which were uncovered in the previous campaigns and thought to
belong to post-Urartian era.

Describing the Urartian buildings in trench M26 in general it is seen that
the southern one of the two square rooms adjacent to each other opens to the
paved area and the northern one opens to the area identified as pantry (Fig.
6-8). There is no clear architectural separation between the paved area and
the pantry; however, it is clear that there are two different structural char-
acters and plans. The paved courtyard has a length of 5.90 m in the north-
south direction and has currently a width of 3 m; it actually extends further
south and east. The paved area formed with small river stones seems to be
arranged in three rows in some parts, which must be due to the repairs and
levelling of the ground. In the north of this paved area is the room identified
as pantry or storage room with its in situ finds. This unit, which extends out-
side the trench, measures 2.90 m north-south and 2.50 m east-west. Along the
south and east sides of the room are platforms of 45-60 cm width built with
a single row of stones (Fig. 9). About the middle of the southern platform
are two slab stones placed perpendicularly forming a niche-like area of 85 x
60 cm with compressed earth ground. Similar architectural elements are also
known from Ayanis and Yoncatepe. Such small rooms connected to kitchens
and work-areas via doors were arranged with platforms. Based on similar evi-
dence, it can be suggested that storage jars were stacked on these platforms
(Fig. 10).

The storage area opens to a room via a doorway of 1.00 m width; this
room’s mud brick walls have survived to a height of 160 cm and its founda-
tions have three courses of stones. The well-preserved height of the walls is
remarkable for Urartian remains in mound settlements and these are the first

I For comments on the post-Urartian, Late Iron Age in the Lake Van Basin see Sevin 2012.
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to uncover reaching such a preserved height. The south wall of the room is
3.10 m long while 3.40 m section of the west wall was uncovered. On the floor
of the room were in situ storage jars, broken but can be pieced together. It is
worth noting here that relatively small stones were used in the carelessly built
foundations. On the other hand, the mud brick part of the walls was built
quite carefully.

As mentioned above, on the south is a room with mud brick walls on stone
foundations reaching 1.60 m in height and sharing a common wall with this
room; the south room measures 3.20 m east-west, and 2.60 m north-south.
The two rooms are separated by a mud brick wall of 1.05 m in thickness.
This room opens to the paved area via a 90-cm wide doorway and its walls
also are of mud brick with stone foundations; however, its foundations have
two different arrangements. The south foundation was built with three rows
of stones and it is inward from the foundation of three rows of stones lying
above it (Fig. 11). In this area, especially at the corners, lower and upper stone
foundations overlap. The foundation arrangement here may be explained in
two ways: either a structure with two phases or a local repair phase. However,
evidence available is not sufficient to pinpoint two different phases. For in-
stance, no finds or traces of flooring have been uncovered in the later phase
while significant amount of waste / debris mud was found. At this point, a
phase or an architectural arrangement of this type could not be identified in
the north room and this may rather suggest partial repairs.

Assessment of stratigraphy in trench M26 clearly shows that beneath the
medieval building layers is the architecture of Late Iron Age, first attested in
2012 and clarified this year. This period is architecturally represented in this
trench possibly as flooring of 45x45 cm mud-brick blocks, extending over
most of the M26. Other stratigraphic data regarding the Late Iron Age of the
mound was explored in trench N21. Remains of collapsed walls and Late Iron
Age painted pottery give important information on the stratigraphy of the
area. Beneath the Late Iron Age layers are architectural remains pointing to
strong Urartian civic architecture. The walls reaching a height of about 1.60 m
with stone foundations and rectangular mud bricks, some repaired, are quite
remarkable. Especially, evidence from trench M26 indicates a single build-
ing layer. However, it is clear that the structures in question do have repairs
in some parts. In order to attain more reliable results regarding stratigraphy,
2014 excavation will be quite promising.
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Documentation of Van Citadel

On the south facade of Van Fortress are eight rock-cut tombs, five of
which are multi-roomed and date to the Urartian period. These rock tombs
hewn from the bedrock have some common features such as a platform in
front of them, a main hall reached by stairs from the platform, and side rooms
opening into the main hall. Some of such ensembles comprising rooms and
halls interconnected with each other via doors have a height of 9 m and an
area of 200 m2.

In 2013, within the frame of excavations at the Old City, Fortress and
Mound of Van, documentation work was initiated in these tombs. As known,
correct and precise mapping of the Van Citadel has been a major problem.
Furthermore, some problems in architectural drawings of these monuments
were leading to incorrect results in the evaluation of the architecture. There-
fore, the work for detailed topographical plan of Van Fortress and drawings
of buildings and monuments using digital tools initiated in 2012 contin-
ued (Fig. 12-13). The fieldwork was carried out by architects Aykut Fenerci,
Nurgiil Tung, and Mustafa Durcan. First of all, the sketches of buildings were
prepared for use as base for measurements in the field. Then, in order to gen-
erate the plans, elevations and sections of the buildings and their surround-
ings were prepared in 3-D, photogrammetrically and photographically using
optic/electronic devices. Point clouds and digital photographing data were
evaluated at the office and drawings were rendered digitally.

As a result of the documentation work, some new evidence regarding the
tomb plans, structural and decorative details have been obtained. Some new
properties and errors have been identified in the axes of the burial chambers,
in the hall and room sizes, heights, in the layouts of the halls and their lateral
rooms. Some architectural details offer new tips on the process of use and
construction of the burial chambers. In the tomb of Argishti I, on the left di-
agonal corner of the main hall, stone bedding was hewn as steps due to dete-
rioration of bedrock, and this area was most likely paved with dressed stone
blocks (Fig. 14). The same practice is also seen in the left side room. This area
may have also been designed specifically to strengthen the ceiling. It is impor-
tant at which stage this was implemented in Argishti I's tomb. The general
opinion is that while the chamber tomb was in the course of construction, the
bedrock was carved out where it was deteriorated and stone paving was ap-
plied. The mouldings, which were made at the last stages of the construction,
were cut where concave square plates were placed for the lighting apparatus,
and this gives us the stratigraphy, i.e. the chronology. It is understood that
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the application was introduced here later. After the tomb chamber was com-
pletely finished -including the decorations-, the rock crack emerging by some
reason, was paved off. Unfortunately, it is difficult to determine the chrono-
logical process of this application.

Another application stands out in the tomb of Argishti, precisely in the
area called the “pit room”. The doorway leading into this room is lower and
it is quite different from other applications —there is a lighting sconce on it.
Keeping in mind the plan of the front hall, rooms and the niches, one im-
mediately thinks that there might have been originally a niche here. In our
opinion, Argishti tomb was originally designed as a four-roomed tomb and
then this room was added. The formerly existing niche was turned into a door
(Fig. 15). The door width is narrower than the other doors but the same as the
niches’ width (75 cm). This newly opened room is offset from the main axis
of the burial chamber and it has different style in terms of workmanship.
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Van Tuspa Calismalari - 2013

Van Go6li'niin dogu kiyisindan yaklagik 850 m igerde, kabaca dogu-bat1
dogrultusunda, Van Kalesi/Tuspa sitadeli uzanir. Sitadelin kuzeyinde Van
Kalesi Hoytigii, giineyinde ise Eski Van Sehri yer alir. Yaklasik 85 hektarlik
alan1 kaplayan alan Ilk Tun¢ Cagr’'ndan 20. yiizyilin basina degin iskana sah-
ne olmustur. Tuspa sitadeli Urartu donemine iligskin anit yapilari, Van Kalesi
Hoytigii Ik Tung Cag1 ve Urartu donemine tarihlenen sivil karakterli yerles-
me katmanlari ve Eski Van Sehri ise daha ¢ok Tiirk-Islam Dénemi yapr top-
luluklar ile taninir.

2013 kaz1 sezonunda sitadel, Eski Van Sehri ve Van Kalesi Hoytigii olmak
tizere 3 farkli alanda ¢alisilmastir.

Yaklasik 46 hektarlik bir alana yayilan Eski Van $ehri’'nde 2013 yili ¢calis-
malar1 kentin daha ¢ok 19. yy’da iskdn gormiis alanlarinda yiriitilmustir.
Bu kapsamda omurgali tag ana caddeler, bu caddeleri kesen yine tastan ortasi
oluklu sokaklar ile bunlarin tizerindeki tas temelli kerpi¢ bedenli ve daha ¢ok
2 katli mekanlara ait mimari kalintilar ortaya gikarilmistir. Yine bu alanlarla
baglantili giinliik kullanim egyalarindan miihiir, sikke gibi alani tarihlendir-
meye yardimci olan buluntulara degin genis bir yelpazede izlenebilen tagina-
bilir kiiltiir varlig1 saptanmustir.

Eski Van Sehri’nde 2013 yilinda yapilan ¢alismalarda ortaya ¢ikarilan Ik
Tung Gag1 ve Urartu ¢anak ¢omlekleri de bu alanin yerlesme tarihinin ilk
Tung Cagr'na kadar indigini gostermektedir.

2013 yil1 Van Kalesi Hoytigl kazilar1 ise hoytigiin bat1 u¢ noktasi olarak
tanimlanan A Alanr'nda, 3 agmada siirdiirilmistiir. Hoytigiin genelinde ol-
dugu gibi bu agmalarda da yaklasik 1,5 metre kalinligindaki en iist tabakanin
Ortagag’dan 20. yiizyila kadar kullanilan mezarlik alani oldugu tespit edil-
mistir. N21 agmasinin kuzey ve giiney yarisinda yaklagik 20 cm kalinliginda
kerpi¢ dolgu tabakas: tespit edilmistir. Bu tabaka giineye dogru egim yaparak
Urartu tabakasinin tizerinde son bulmaktadir. Aslinda s6z konusu bu tabaka
ozellikle 2012 yili galismalarinda N20 agmasinin dogu ve kuzey kesitlerinde
oldukga net olarak izlenen, Urartu yapilarinin st sinirini olusturan katma-
nin seviye ve diger yapisal 6zellikleriyle 6rtiismiistiir. S6z konusu kalintilarin
genel itibariyle kuzeyden-giineye dogru devrilmis yap: duvarlarina ait olabi-
lecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Bu kalintilar arasinda ortaya ¢ikarilan in-situ Geg
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Demir Cagi ¢anak ¢omlegi s6z konusu mimariyi tarihlememize yardimci olan
buluntu grubudur.

Dogudaki M26 agmasinda ise 2012 y1ili ¢alismalarinda Ge¢ Demir Cagrnin
habercisi niteligindeki mimari ve buluntulara rastlanmistir. 2013 yilinda,
Urartu yapi kalintilar1 tizerinde tespit edilen ve Post Urartu/GDC donemine
ait oldugu disiiniilen 00292 ve 00293 locus numarali 45x45 cm boyutlarinda-
ki kerpi¢ bloklarla (taban?) kaplanmis alanda ¢aligmalar devam etmistir.

M26 agmasinda, bu kerpi¢ taban altindan gelen Urartu yapilar:1 déonemin
evsel mekéanlarini karakterize eder. Kuzey-giiney dogrultusunda birbirine bi-
tisik 2 kare planli odadan, giineyde olaninin kuzey-giiney istikametinde uza-
nan tas doseli alana, kuzeydekinin ise kiler olarak tanimlanan alana agildig1
anlasilmaktadir. Tas doseli alan ile kuzeyindeki kiler olarak tanimladigimiz
alan arasinda belirgin mimari boliinme yoktur. Ancak iki farkli yapisal ka-
rakter ve plan anlayist oldugu agiktir. Giineydeki odanin agildig: tas avlu ku-
zey-giiney dogrultusunda 5.90 m uzunlugundadir. Taslik alanin kuzeyinde
icinden ¢ikan in-situ buluntulariyla kiler/kii¢iik depo odasi olarak tanimla-
digimiz alan yer alir. Bazi boliimleri agma sinirlar1 disinda kalan bu birim,
kuzey-giiney yonde 2.90, dogu-bat1 yonde ise 2.50 m olgiilerindedir. Mekanin
gliney ve dogusunda 45-60 cm arasinda genislige sahip tek sira taslarla olus-
turulmus sekiler yer alir. Giineyde yer alan sekinin hemen hemen ortasina
denk gelen alanda ise dikine yerlestirilmis iki sal tas1 ile 85 cm uzunlugunda
ve yaklasik 60 cm derinlik olusturulan zemini sikistirilmis camur ile olustu-
rulmus nise benzer bir boliim yer alir.

Kiler olarak tanimladigimiz alandan yaklasik 1.00 m genisligindeki bir
acikliktan ii¢ sira tas temelli ve 160 cm’ye kadar korunagelmis kerpi¢ bedene
sahip odaya gecilir. Odanin giiney duvari 3.10 m uzunlugundadir.

Daha 6nce de belirttigimiz gibi giineyde, bu oda ile ortak duvar: payla-
san dogu-bati dogrultusunda 3.20, kuzey-giiney yoniinde ise 2.60 m uzun-
lugunda ve yine 1.60 m yiiksekliginde tas temelli kerpi¢ bedenli duvarlarla
olugturulmus diger bir oda bulunur. Iki oday1 1.05 m kalinliginda bir kerpi¢
duvar ayirmaktadir. Bu odaya gecis tag doseli alandan yapilabilmektedir. Yak-
lasik 90 cm genisligindeki bir kap1 agikligi ile gegilen odanin duvarlar: da tas
temelli kerpi¢ bedenli olarak insa edilmistir. Burada dikkati ¢eken iki farkli
veya iki asamali temel diizenlemesidir. Giiney duvarinda altta 3 sira olarak
diizenlenmis tas temel, tistiindeki yine 3 sira tasla diizenlenmis temel kalinti-
sindan daha igerdedir. Bu alanda 6zellikle duvarlarin kése yaptig1 kisimda alt-
ta veya istte yer alan temel kalintilar1 birbirileriyle ayni agida oturtulmustur.
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Buradaki temel diizenlemesi iki bicimde aciklanabilir. Oncelikle iki evreli bir
yap1 kat1 veya lokal bir onarim evresi.

Ozellikle M26 agmasindaki stratigrafi genel olarak degerlendirildiginde.
Ortagag yapi katlarinin altinda 2012 yilinda tespit ettigimiz ve bu yilki ¢alis-
malarda daha net bigimde ortaya konan Ge¢ Demir Cag1 mimarisidir. Bu ag-
mada s6z konusu donem mimari olarak 45x45 cm 6l¢tilerinde ve agmanin
neredeyse tiimiine yayilmis bir taban dosemesi olarak temsil edilir. Hoytigiin
Geg Demir Cagr'na iliskin diger stratigrafik veriler yine yukarida daha ayrin-
til1 belirttigimiz tizere N21 agmasinda izlenebilmistir. Bu alanda ortaya ¢ika-
rilan yikilmis duvar kalintilar: ve aralarindan ¢ikan in-situ Ge¢ Demir Cag1
boyalilari, stratigrafik agidan 6nemli bilgiler vermektedir. Ge¢ Demir Cag1
tabakasinin altindan ise giiglii bir Urartu sivil mimarisine isaret eden mimari
kalintilar bulunmustur. Bazi alanlarda yaklasik 1.60 m yiikseklige ulasan tas
temelli, kimi zaman onarim gecirmis, dikdortgen kerpic bloklarla insa edil-
mis duvarlar oldukea dikkat ¢ekicidir.

2013 yili ¢aligmalarinda Van Kalesi Sitadeli’ nde 6zellikle anit yapilarin
belgelenmesi iizerinde galisiimigtr.

Van Kayaligi'nin giineye bakan cephesine agilmis 8 adet kaya mezari var-
dir. Bunlardan 5 tanesi ¢ok odali olarak tanimlanan ve Urartu’ya tarihlenen
kaya mezarlaridir. Ana kayaya oyulmus bu mezarlarin bazi genel 6zellikleri
bulunur. Onlerinde bir platform, platformdan basamaklarla ulagilan bir ana
salon ve bu ana salona agilan yan odalardan olusan bir plan s6z konusudur.

Yapilan belgeleme ¢aligmalari sonucunda elde edilen verilerde, mezarlarin
plan, striiktiir ve siisleme ayrintilarinda kimi yeni bulgulara ulagilmistir. Me-
zar odalarinin genel akslarindan, salon ve oda boyutlari, yiikseklikleri, oda-
larin kendi icindeki ve ana salonlarla olusturduklar1 diizen ve kurulusta kimi
yeni Ozellikler ve eski planlarda da bazi yanlis ve eksiklikler saptanmustir.

Kimi mimari ayrintilar mezar odalarinin yapim, kullanim siirecine ilis-
kin yeni ipuglar1 sunar. I.Argisti mezarinda ana salonun sol kars1 kosesinde,
ana kayanin bozulmasindan dolay1 ana kaya basamaklanarak, tas yataklar:
hazirlanmis ve olasilikla bu alan diizgiin kesilmis tas bloklari ile kapatilmisg-
tir. Bu uygulamanin bir nevi devamini salonun kars: sol odasinda da izlemek
miimkiindiir. I.Argisti mezarindaki bu uygulamanin hangi asamada yapildig1
onemlidir. Genel kaniya gére mezar odasi yapilirken ana kayanin deformas-
yona ugradigi bu alanda ana kaya kesilerek tas kaplama uygulamasi yoluna
gidildigidir. Ancak bu noktada mezar is¢iliginin son asamasinda uygulandi-
g1 anlasilan, aydinlatma aparatlarinin konuldugu, i¢ biikey kare levhalarin
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oturdugu silmelerin -bu alanlarda- kesilmis olmas1 ana kayada da bize bir
“tabakalanma”, kronoloji verir. Mezar odasi -siisleme programi dahil- tama-
men bitirildikten sonra, herhangi bir nedenden olusan kaya ¢atlagi/boslugu
tas bloklarla oriilerek kapatilmistir. Bu yeni uygulamanin kronolojik surecini
belirlemek ne yazik ki giigtiir. Diger bir uygulama ise Argisti mezarinda,
cukur oda olarak adlandirilan alanda goze garpar. Bu alana girisi saglayan
kapi agiklig1 daha alcaktir ve mezar odasindaki diger uygulamalardan oldukca
farkli olarak, tizerinde aydinlatma apligi bulunmaktadir. Ondeki mezar
odasinin plan anlayis1 ve nisler goz 6ntinde tutuldugunda orijinalinde bu
alanda da bir nisin olabilecegi hemen akla gelmektedir. Bizim goriisiimiize
gore baslangicta 4 odal1 olarak tasarlanan Argisti mezarina sonradan bu oda
eklenmistir. Mevcut nis agilarak bir kapiya dontistiirilmiistiir. Buradaki kap1
aciklig1 diger kap1 agikliklarindan da daha dardir ve nis genislikleriyle (75 cm)
aynidir. Yeni agilan bu birim, mezar odasinin ana aksindan da kaymis olup
plan ve is¢ilik bakimindan da farkl: bir anlayis s6z konusudur.
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Fig.3  Streets with rainwater trough in the middle and settlement pattern developing around
streets, Old City of Van

Fig.4  Van Fortress Mound, trenches N20 and N21, Urartian layers and building remains
of Late Iron Age
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Fig.5

Festoon ware pottery
from trench N21,
Van Fortress Mound

5cm

Fig. 6

Urartian period
residential areas,
trench M26,

Van Fortress Mound

Fig. 7

South wall of the room

opening to the storage

area (01717).

Stone foundations and
brick body. Van Fortress
Mound, trench M26
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Fig.8  Plan and section Urartian period residential areas, trench M26, Van Fortress Mound
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Fig. 11
Southern room opening
onto the courtyard,

stone foundations and
Fig.10 mud-brick walls.
Urartian period Van Fortress Mound,
egg-bodied storage pot, trench M26

Van Fortress Mound,
trench M26
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Fig. 12 Plans and cross-sections of the tomb of Argishti |



226 Colloquium Anatolicum XIIl 2014

ESKI VAN SEHRI, KALESI VE HOYUGU KAZILARI

VAN KALESI
URARTU DONEMI MEZAR ODALARI

ARGISTI MEZARI

2013 YILI
ROLOVE GALISMAS!
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OLGEK
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002 04 08m.

ANAHTAR PLAN
Fig. 13a
Documentation of fagade
inscriptions, tomb of Argishti |
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el

Fig. 15  Doorway of the “pit room”




