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is one of the stories in (A Night in the Temple), a unique story book of 

with a man named Aslan. One of these women is Safiye who is the wife of Aslan, and the other 

in the context of patriarchy. The aim of this study was to investigate women and men relationships 
based on gender-centered approaches such as patriarchy theory of Sylvia Walby, colors of love 
theory of John Alan Lee, care ethics of Carol Gilligan. In the analyses, three main themes and 
eleven sub-categories related to gender emerged in the text. The first one of these themes was 

individual characteristics, romantic attitudes, and class. The second one was different facets of 
femininity, which wer
gender-based domestic division of labor, and care ethics. The third one was attitudes towards love, 

love is 
experienced in the context of romantic ideologies produced by the patriarchal system.
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Extended Abstract 
Introduction 

In patriarchal societies, holiness is attributed to the institution of marriage and family. Illegitimate affair is 
defined as the violation of the marriage contract approved on the basis of mutual loyalty. Accordingly, in the 

the married woman who encounters the illegitimate affair of her husband is usually fictionalized as a benevolent 
and victim figure. by 
Ayverdi draws the attention since it refers to the illegitimate love affair and presents the cheated married woman 

 noble and rich family and the dialogue 

flicts or 
physical intercourse, is represented as a glorified and holy woman, not as a seductive woman. In the narrative, the 

however, holiness attributed to the institution of family is preserved.  

The work pointing out that the interiorized traditional codes serve for the glorification of the men and 
subordination of women reveals the presence of the patriarchal ideology which centralizes the man in the romantic 

sheds light to how love is experienced in the axis of the romantic ideology produced by the patriarchal system. In 
addition, this work at the same time handles the dilemmas of the manic love and transformation of it to the agapic 
love. In this work, an example of subordination of the woman by the woman is witnessed through trivializing 

and jealousy of Safiye based upon the perspective of male-dominated system. 
Besides this, it has been observed that even though Mister Aslan does not have an active presence during the time 
of the story, his presence is felt strongly as an implicit subject in the text, and male-dominated values have spread 
to all the pattern of the text. 

Method 

In this study, qualitative research method was used. The text-centered reading approach was adopted, and 
feminist literary criticism was utilized to analyze the patriarchal codes spreading through the text. The analysis of 
the text was made through the determination of the theme and sub-categories. In the analyses, gender-based 

love and Carol 
 

Findings 

In the analyses, three main themes and eleven sub-categories emerged. The emerged themes were found 
out to be glorified masculinity, different facets of femininity and attitudes towards love. First themes dealing with 
the glorified masculinity praise of Mister Aslan is composed of four sub-categories: Ancestry, individual 
characteristics, romantic attitudes and class. The second theme focusing on the common and differentiating points 

-themes: Marital status, class, body, gender-based domestic division 
of labor and care ethics. 
sub-categories of agapic/altruistic love style and manic/possessive love. 

Research findings revealed that the story began with the praise of glorified masculinity although it was 
based upon the dialogue between two women.  The powerful appearance of the man in society who is presented 
as noble, elite, wealthy, generous, virtuous, diligent authority figure is accompanied with his position as a central 
figure in his romantic affairs. It was found out that married women are defined according to their husband and the 
women are depicted with their physical appearances, beauties, and care ethics. Also, it was seen that married 
woman trivializes the other woman in terms of class and division of domestic labour. Patriarchal values were 
determined to make its presence felt while the women in romantic relationships are evaluating each other and 
identifying their identities. 
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Discussion 

 fictionalized as a derogating figure who rebels against the existing 

the marriage institution the man she loved was affiliated with and limits her affair with emotional commitment. 

was reinforced with the manic/possessive love style and opposite value was created. Therefore, a criticism of the 

as ideal value. At the end of the story, the transformation of the love attitude of Safiye from manic/possessive love 
to agapic/altruistic love strengthened this basic relational message. In the analyses made, it has been seen that the 

existence of the woman and it puts the presence of women in a periphery position according to the presence of 

romantic relationships reproduced in the axis of traditional gender roles and gendered emotions. 

 

(Cornell 2012: 92)   . Aile 
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