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Trade Relations between Byzantion and the Black Sea
Region in the Hellenistic Period:

Abstract

The rescue excavations undertaken on the
European and Asian sides of Istanbul in re-
cent years have revealed significant informa-
tion regarding Byzantion, which had an ac-
tive and strategic role in Hellenistic trade. A
highly important part of the work in question
was undoubtedly the excavations carried out
within the scope of the Marmaray Project. A
large number of artefacts and structures were
brought to light throughout the excavations
of the project at the Sirkeci station. Among
these finds were amphora stamps which had
previously been little known. The excavations
uncovered finds that shed new light on the
commercial relations between Byzantion and
two important cities in the Black Sea region
- Chersonesus and Sinope. This study results
from documenting these amphora stamps.
Although these amphora stamps provide infor-
mation regarding a limited geographical area
within Byzantion, nevertheless, they provide
some idea regarding the larger commercial re-
lationships of the city.

Keywords: Byzantion, Sinope, Chersonesus,
amphora stamps, Hellenistic period, Marmaray
Project.

An Assessment through Recently Found Amphora Stamps

PINAR CAGNIS*

0Oz

Son yillarda Istanbul’'un her iki yakasinda
gerceklestirilen kurtarma kazilart sonucunda
Hellenistik Donem ticaretinde hem stratejik
hem de aktif olarak 6nemli bir role sahip olan
Byzantion’a dair ¢cok 6nemli bilgilere ulasiimis-
tir. S6z konusu c¢alismalarin oldukca ¢nemli bir
kismi Marmaray Projesi kapsaminda yapilan ka-
zilar olmustur. Projenin Sirkeci Istasyonu kazi-
larinda, ¢ok sayida tasinabilir ve tasinmaz eser
ele gecmistir. SOz konusu buluntular icinde,
kentte daha 6nce ele gectigine dair cok az bilgi
sahibi oldugumuz amphora muhtrleri de bu-
lunmaktadir. Calismalar sonucunda Hellenistik
Donem’de Byzantion ile Karadeniz Bolgesi'nin
iki onemli kenti, Sinope ve Khersonesos ara-
sindaki ticari iliskilere 1sik tutacak, bu iliski-
yi amphora muhitrleri tizerinden belgeleye-
cek yeni buluntular ele gecmistir. incelenen
amphora muhirleri ile ilgili elde edilen veriler,
Byzantion icinde sinirlt bir alan hakkinda bilgi
vermesine ragmen, bu buluntular kentin ticari
iliskileri hakkinda fikir vermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Byzantion, Sinope,
Khersonesos, amphora miihtrleri, Hellenistik
Donem, Marmaray Projesi

Located on the Bosporos Akra (Sarayburnu), a peninsula on the western shore of Bosporos
Thrakios, Byzantion dominates the Chrysoceras (Golden Horn) in the north, the Propontis
(Sea of Marmara) in the south, and the Bosphorus in the east. It is thus surrounded by the sea

* M.A. Pinar Cagnis Foces Reglero, Pamplona, Spain. E-mail: pcagnis@gmail.com ;
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4528-1403
This article is based on my master’s thesis entitled “The Amphora Stamps from Black Sea Region Found in the
Marmaray Tunnel Excavations at Sirkeci Station (Heracleia Pontica, Sinope, Amastris and Chersonesus).”



102 Pinar Cagnis

on three sides and holds a key position between Asia and Europe.! Archaeological research
carried out on both sides of the Bosphorus shows that traces of human settlement in the city
date back to a couple of hundred thousand years. Research and excavations have revealed
several Prehistoric layers ranging from the Lower Paleolithic to the Chalcolithic periods. These
were identified in the Yarimburgaz Cave, the oldest settlement on the European side. Traces
of habitation dated to the Hellenistic, Roman and the Byzantine periods were observed in the
cave, which had been abandoned for a long time. Excavations carried out on the Anatolian
side have also revealed several settlements dating back to the Prehistoric period in Kadikoy,
Fikirtepe, Pendik, icerenkdy, Dudullu and Umraniye.? Moreover, recent years have witnessed
many rescue excavations, carried out on the European and Asian sides of Istanbul in connec-
tion with construction activity. They have provided highly relevant information concerning the
Prehistoric periods of the city. During the excavations carried out at the Yenikapi station within
the scope of the Marmaray and Metro Projects, traces of settlements and different artefacts dat-
ing from the Neolithic period to the present time were discovered.?

Byzantion is a city blessed by the sea with a mild climate and natural beauty. In antiquity,
as today, it was a very important city with its fertile land and plentiful sea praised by ancient
writers. Polybios mentioned that the city was peaceful and rich, in particular, due to its loca-
tion by the sea.* As a port city, Byzantion’s social and economic life also developed in this
direction. After its foundation in the seventh century BC, the city became known for its wealth
and prosperity during the sixth and fifth centuries BC. It maintained its independence through-
out the Hellenistic period. It can be inferred from the rescue excavations carried out in the
various districts of Istanbul that the city had a history longer than a thousand years before the
reign of Constantine 1. Due to its geographical location and strategic importance, Byzantion
was constantly exposed to attacks. Looking into the background of these attacks, the main rea-
son clearly lies in its economic wealth.

Amphora stamps are a very important group of finds that records the commercial life of
the past. They also document the commercial relations between cities, both economically and
socially. Examples of stamped amphorae are known from the Archaic period to the Byzantine
period. However, the systematic practice of stamping amphorae began in the Hellenistic pe-
riod. Throughout this period, the cities more active in producing stamped amphorae were
those having favorable conditions for growing olives and grapes. It is well known that ampho-
rae were not merely used to transport liquid goods, but also products such as olive oil, wine,
garum, honey, salted fish, dried or fresh fruits and vegetables, etc. This study aims to docu-
ment the commercial relationships between Byzantion, which played a strategic role in the
Hellenistic trade, and two important cities of the Black Sea region - Sinope and Chersonesus
- through the analysis of recently found amphora stamps.

Within the scope of the Marmaray Project between 2004 and 2013, excavation and test
trenches were conducted in the areas designed to host the stations’ infrastructure and ventila-
tion systems in Yenikapt and Sirkeci in the historic peninsula, as well as in Uskiidar on the
Anatolian side. This project, which aimed to solve the deep-rooted mobility problems of the
modern city by extending its transportation network, also made remarkable contributions to

Donmez 2014, 49.
Tekin 2005, 1.
Kiziltan 2010, 8.
Polyb. 4.38.1-3.
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the field of archaeology. The amphora stamps, the subject of the present study, were recov-
ered from the Sirkeci Station excavations that began in 2005. The research was carried out
in four different areas (fig. 69): the North Entrance (inside Sirkeci Train Station), the South
Entrance (Cagaloglu Ankara Street), the Eastern Shaft (south of the North Entrance and a ring-
shaped ventilation area east of Bostancibasi), and the Western Shaft (Hocapasa).

Based on the accounts in ancient sources, it is believed that the eastern and western shaft
excavation sites are located around the ancient harbor, but the harbor has gradually filled in
during the last 2500 years. It is assumed that the harbor in question was situated probably 250
m behind the present coastline of Sirkeci and 150-200 m behind the Eminénii coastline.’

Taken together, the remains of harbor structures and related finds such as ship parts and
ropes unearthed by the excavations in the North Entrance area along with the interpreta-
tion of ancient sources lead us to confirm that our excavations took place in and around the
Prosphorianos Harbor located south of the Sepetciler Kasri. Furthermore, the dock remains
uncovered during the excavations in the Eastern Shaft area support the idea that both areas
remained within the limits of the ancient harbor.® The number of commercial amphora shards
found throughout the work carried out in this area present a striking density. These amphora
fragments, originating from Thasos, Rhodes, Knidos, Sinope, Kos, Chios and Herakleia Pontika,
have been classified typologically. They demonstrate a chronology spanning between the fifth
and the first centuries BC. The excavations have shown that along with the eastern and west-
ern shafts, the North Entrance area (inside Sirkeci Station) also was within the limits of ancient
harbor described by ancient sources (fig. 70). The existence of commercial amphora stamps
dating to the Hellenistic period from many cities in the area suggests that the localization of the
ancient harbor is more than an assumption.

Beside the abundance on the shores of the Golden Horn of tunny fish, which had almost
become the symbol of the city, other species such as mackerel and swordfish were caught and
salted fish was produced. Therefore, it is plausible to assert that fish consumption dates back
to these earlier times as the main food source in the daily life of the city. Herodotus mentions
that the inscriptions on the wall of the Heraion in Samos (sixth century BC) referred to the
Bosphorus as having abundant fish. Additionally, Strabo describes how abundant tunny fish
were in the Hali¢, so much so that they could be caught by hand.” Tunny fish and dolphin de-
pictions on the coins of the Roman period also confirm the importance of these two animals.
Notable sources of income for the city included leasing public lands, tariff duties, taxes of trans-
iting ships, and taxes paid to the harbors.® Polybius informs us about the importance of the city
in the commercial activities between the Black Sea and the Aegean, and which products were
bought and sold as the part of this trade. He mentions that besides being essential suppliers of
cattle and slave trade, the trade centers of the Black Sea also supplied luxury products such as
salty fish, honey and bee wax. He notes that in return olive oil and wine were bought from the
Aegean, and wheat was bought and sold in both areas.” He emphasizes that Byzantion was the
center that benefited most economically from this commercial exchange.

Karamut 2007, 10.
Kiziltan 2014, 72.

Hdt. 4.88; Strabo 7.6.2.
Arslan 2010, 375-77.
Polyb. 4.38.5-7.
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Holding a key point between the Black Sea and the Aegean and the Mediterranean,
Byzantion held an advantage regarding maritime trade that gained momentum, especially in
the Hellenistic period. According to Polybius, it was not possible to enter or exit the Black Sea
without the city’s consent.!® It is known that earlier, around 409-408 BC, there was a custom’s
station near Chrysopolis (modern Uskiidar), close to where the current Maiden’s Tower is lo-
cated. Any ship intending to enter or exit the Bosphorus had to pay out a 10% tax as “passing
rights.”!! Providing information about the city’s harbors, Dionysios Byzantios mentions that
Byzantion had three harbors in antiquity, whereas Dio Cassius states that it had two harbors.!?
However, no structural remains of great importance belonging to these harbors have survived
to the present day. The first of the two main harbors within the historical scope of this study,
which held great economic importance for Byzantion, is Prosphorianus. It is located in the East
(Sirkeci Pier). The second harbor is Neorion (Bah¢ekapt) to the west of the first. It is believed
that the Prosphorianus Harbor, dating from the fifth century BC, was located east of the area
currently occupied by the Sirkeci railway station. The studies carried out along the coastline in
the area covering the line between Sarayburnu and Sirkeci, where the city was first founded,
demonstrate that a section approximately 250 m wide was intentionally filled in from the
Byzantine period on. It is believed that the earlier harbors were located in and around the
Sirkeci Station where the fill layer is most intense.'> The stamps as archaeological evidence,
recovered from the excavations carried out in the area referred as Prosphorianus Harbor (North

Entrance and Eastern Shaft), confirm the ancient sources.'*

Sinope was founded by Milesian colonists on a peninsula of the southern shore of Pontos
in the seventh century BC. It was the most important city in the Black Sea in antiquity as stated
by Strabo. In the fourth and third centuries BC, the city became an important center that pro-
duced and exported olive oil and wine to other cities. As one of the most important ancient
wine producers on the south shore of the Black Sea, Sinope stamped the amphorae it pro-
duced from the middle of the fourth century BC to the first quarter of the second century BC.1
The Sinopean amphorae, mostly studied in detail by Russian archaeologists, were classified
chronologically under three main types, each containing four or six subgroups. As a result of
these studies, 164 magistrates and 256 producers - active between 375-203 BC for a total period
of 172 years - were identified on the stamps.'” The Sinopean stamps presented in the catalogue
have been dated according to the chronologies developed by N. Conovici'® and Y. Garlan.'

Chersonesus was founded in the fifth century BC on the northern shore of the Black Sea
and on the southwest side of the Crimea peninsula by colonists from Heraclea Pontica, which
is located on the southern coast of the Black Sea. The city had lands suitable for grape cultiva-
tion and animal husbandry, although located on rocky terrain. The stamped amphorae from
Chersonesus, assumed to have contained wine, were produced between the years 330-150 BC,

10" polyb. 4.38.1-3.

I Miiller-Wiener 1998, 3; Dion. Byz. 20; see also Xen. 1.1.22.

12 Dion. Byz. 41; Cass. Dio 75.10.2.

13 Miiller-Wiener 1998, 2, 4; Miiller-Wiener 2002, 57-58; Arslan 2010, 428-29.
4 Cagnis 2019, 151.

15 Akurgal 1956, 48; Strabo 12.3.11.

16 Cankardes-Senol 20006, 44.

17" Fedoseev 1999, 31-39, tables 1-2.

18 Conovici 1998, 21-51.

19 Garlan 2004, 76-85.
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for a period longer than 180 years. After the identification of 130 magistrate names, the studies
have shown that a 50-year chronological gap still exists.?

Among the stamps examined within the scope of the study, no examples of stamps belong-
ing to other amphora producers in the Black Sea region such as Amastris, Heraclea Pontica, the
Myrsileias group or Dioscurias were encountered. This may be explained by the short period
of production activities in some of these centers. Also, amphorae were not exported much
but rather produced for local consumption. Finally, the distance between some centers and
Byzantion and sometimes preferences in trading were factors for their absence.

Conclusion

The stamps presented in this study were found as a result of the rescue excavations in the
scope of Marmaray Project carried out between 2004 and 2012 date back to the Hellenistic
period. These finds provide new information on the commercial activities of Byzantion and its
connections with other cities through the study of amphora stamps. A total of 73 stamps from
Sinope and Chersonesus documenting the trade relationship between these cities at the
certain level have been examined. 51 examples from Sinope (cat. nos. 1-51) were identified,
and 42 of them were restored and dated. Many symbols depicted on the stamps such as the
cornucopia, acrostyle, vine leaf, male head, sword, eagle on a dolphin, kantharos, bunch of
grapes, lion, horse, bull, scepter, oenochoe, amphora, trident, satyr or the club seem to belong
to the city magistrate, the producer or the city. The dating of the stamps allows us to assume
a commercial relationship between Sinope and Byzantion between 355 and 190 BC. From the
date Sinope started to produce stamped amphorae until the beginning of the second century
BC - the Hellenistic period - Byzantion shows a commercial connection with Sinope, which
played a very active role in Black Sea trade in this period. The stamps of Group II (dated be-
tween 333-296 BC) and the stamps of Group III (dated between 295-280 BC) form the densest
groups numerically among the Sinopean stamps that chronologically fall into five groups. The
stamps of these groups in question (Groups II and III) are dated to the time period when the
military campaigns of Alexander the Great and his successors took place. It was the time when
the products of the cities producing wine and amphorae were in great demand in the centers
of the Eastern Mediterranean.

The productions centers such as Rhodes and Knidos began to be especially seen in
the Eastern Mediterranean markets. Throughout this period, Byzantion seems to have pre-
ferred products from Sinope, one of the most important production center in the Black Sea
due to its geographical proximity. Among the stamps examined in the study, 17 stamps are
from Chersonesus, and 13 of these were restored and dated (figs. 52-64). The scarcity of
Chersonesus stamps unearthed during the Sirkeci Station excavations may be explained by the
distance between this production center and Byzantion. The commercial relationship between
Byzantion and Chersonesus between 325-273 BC is thus proven through the dates inferred
from the typology of the stamps.

Considering the chronological distribution of the stamps of these cities, a particular den-
sity in the stamps dated between 333-280 BC in Sinope and 325-285 BC in Chersonesus can
be observed. This implies intensive commercial relations between both cities and Byzantion
within these time spans. However, the data obtained covers findings from a very small area

20" stolba 2005, 166-67.
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in Byzantion. Although the findings shed some light on the history of Byzantion’s trade, they
do not allow us draw conclusions on all the commercial relations of the city. It is, however,
possible to conclude that Sinope and Chersonesus shipped wine to Byzantion and also that
Sinopean and Chersonesean products were consumed in the city between the end of the
fourth century BC and the beginning of the second century BC through the study of Sinopean
and Chersonesean stamps. The results provided by the stamped amphora handles of these two
centers are very important since they reveal the first evidence of imported products held by
amphorae shipped to Byzantion in the Hellenistic period.

Sinopean amphora stamps in the catalogue are dated according to the classification devel-
oped by Conovici,?! whereas the Chersonesian stamps are dated based on the classification by
Katz.?? Dating the stamps is essential to determine the time period testifying to extensive trade
between the cities. The Chersonesian stamps consist of new die examples (cat. nos. 52-57 and
59-64). Five Sinopean stamps mentioned here, already published in a previous study, are not
included in the catalogue.?

Catalogue

Sinopean Stamps

1.2% Exc. Etd. No. BMK'® 12 / 4223. Context: BMK E/3 bottom of the shaft. Rectangular, 5.1 x 1.8 cm,
Clay: 10 YR 6 / 6 brownish yellow.2° Slip: 10 YR 7 / 6 yellow. Date: 333-296 BC.

AToAL0d®DPOV
actuvopov vine leaf
Tev0pa
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Apollodoros 11

with the producer Theuthras II Thymocharios (son of
Thymocharios ).%” FIG. 1

2. Context: SMK?® B / 6. Rectangular, 49 x 1.9 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 6 brownish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 7 /
6 yellow. Date: 279-258 BC.

AocTtuvopov
Aptotiovog satyr

[@]vaiag

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Aristion
Aristippos with the producer Thyaias.?? FIG. 2

21 Conovici 1998, 21-51.

2 Katz 1994, 159-60.

23 Cagnis 2019, 160-61.

All the photographs of the stamps are in their actual size (1/ 1.

Bostancibast Marmaray Excavation Site (East).

Munsell Soil Color Charts, 1994.

27 Garlan 2004, 51, 125.

Sirkeci Station Marmaray Excavation Site (North Entrance).

292 Garlan 2004, 170-71, cat. nos. 269-75; Canarache 1957, 113-14, cat. nos. 233-36.
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3. Context: BMK / BH3® G-H / 4-5. Rectangular, ? x 2.0 cm, Clay:
5 YR 5 / 8 yellowish red. Slip: 7.5 YR 8 / 2 pinkish white. Date:
279-258 BC.

[Attd]rov dotv-

vou[obvTog].
[@iA]ov male head FIG. 3
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Attalos and the producer Philon II.
4. Context: BMK / BH G-H / 2-3 bottom of Wall 116. Rectangular, 49 x 1.6 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 6
brownish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown. Date: 279-258 BC.
[Att]dlov dotv -
VOLLOUVTOG

[---]oc ? male head

The stamp bears the name of Attalos; the last two letters of the
producer’s name have been preserved. FIG. 4

5. Context: BMK / BH E / 3. Rectangular, ? x 2.1 cm, Clay: 7.5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 75 YR 7 / 4
pink. Date: 295-280 BC.
Bopug
AOTUVOLOV.

[E]xota[i]o[v] male head

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Borys I with the
producer Hekataios.3! FIG. 5

6. Exc. Etd. No. BMK'11 / 4348. Context: BMK / BH H-G / 4. Rectangular, 6.1 x 2.7 cm, Clay: 5YR 7/ 6
yellowish red. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: 295-280 BC.
Bopvog [d]otv-

vopobvtog male head

[Zvoriovog

sword FIG.
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Borys I with the producer Sinopion.3?

7. Context: SMK / C-4. Rectangular, 5.1 x 2.4 ¢cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 5 YR 7 / 6

reddish yellow. Date: 295-280 BC.

Alotuvopoiv-]

t0¢ Bopvog male head

dikwvog

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Borys I with the
producer Philon.33

30 Bostancibast Marmaray Excavation Site/Big Ring (Eastern Shaft).

31 Garlan 2004, 148; Conovici 1998, 65, cat. no. 59; Pridik 1917, 87, cat. no. 515.
32 Garlan 2004, 148, 150, cat. no. 184.
33 Garlan 2004, 148, 150, cat. no. 187; Pridik 1917, 65, cat. nos. 67-69.
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8. Context: SMK / D-4. Rectangular, 4.5 x 2.2 ¢cm, Clay: 2.5 YR 5/ 8
red. Slip: 25 YR 5 / 8 red. Date: 295-280 BC.

[Aliov
[Ac]tovépov symbol ?

Novunviov

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Dios (Herakleidos)
with the producer Noumenios 34

9. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4471. Context: BMK/BH F / 4 trench.
Rectangular, 5.2 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow.
Slip: - . Date: 355 / 350-335 / 330 BC.

"Emi 'Evon(

Nwdkro( eagle on a dolphin FIG. 9

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Endemos with the producer Nimaktes.?
10. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4575. Context: BMK G / 1. Rectangular,

6.0 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 /
3 very pale brown. Date: 333-296 BC.

[Emié]Amov

dotuvo-kantharos FIG. 10

[mov] [----t]og
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Epielpes I; a few letters of the producer’s name
have been preserved.3°

11. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4338. Context: BMK/BH G / 5.
Rectangular, 59 x 2.7 cm, Clay: 5YR 8 / 4 pink. Slip: 75 8 / 3
pink. Date: 279-258 BC.

Actovop[ov]

‘Eotwaiov ‘Hp[a]-symbol?
KXeidov

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Hestiaios I with the producer Herakleides.

FIG. 11

12. Context: BMK / BH H-I / 3. Rectangular, ? x 1.7 c¢m, Clay:
S5YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 10YR 8 / 2 very pale brown.
Date: 279-258 BC.

[Eoti]aiov

[Aot]uvopov
[Tott]aiov kantharos FIG. 12

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Hestiaios I with the producer Histiaios.?”

3 Garlan 2004, 130-38, cat. nos. 127-31; for other examples referring to this astynomos, see Conovici 1998, 61, cat.
no. 41.

% Garlan 2004, 102; for other examples referring to this astynomos, see Garlan 2004, 102-3, cat. nos. 4-9.

36 Garlan 2004, 118; for other examples referring to this astynomos, see Pridik 1917, 88-89, cat. nos. 550-59.

37 Garlan 2004, 158; see also Monachov et al. 2016, 177, cat. no. 15.
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13. Context: SMK / D-5. Rectangular, 59 x 2.5 ¢m, Clay: 5 YR 7/ 6
reddish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 1 white. Date: 333-296 BC.

bunch of grapes Hpoxhieido[v]

kantharos Actovo[pov] lion
‘Edaiot[iov FIG. 13
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Herakleides I with the producer Hephaistios.3®
14. Context: SMK / D-4. Rectangular, 5.3 x 2.4 c¢cm, Clay: 2.5 YR 6 / 8 light red. Slip: 75 YR 7 / 6
reddish yellow. Date: 333-296 BC.
‘Hpoxkeidov cornucopia
AoGTUVOHOL

T'havkia lion

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Herakleides I with
the producer Glaukias.?’ FIG. 14

15. Context: SMK C / 4. Rectangular, 59 x 2.4 cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 5 YR 8 / 3
pink. Date: 333-296 BC.
Beapimvog

Aoctuvopo(v) vine leaf

Zayapig
N[o]Jounviov bunch of grapes? FIG. 15
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Thearionos Philonos with the producer Sagaris
Noumenios. 40
16. Context: BMK / BH E / 3 inside Canal 22. Rectangular, 5.4 x 2.1 cm, Clay: 75 YR 7 / 8 reddish
yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 4 very pale brown. Date: 295-280 BC.
Mikpiov dotuv[o-]
povvtog horse to left

Tev0p[a]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Mikrias I with the FIG. 16
producer Theuthras.4!

17. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4347. Context: BMK / BH G / 3-4. Rectangular, 5.7 x 2.2 cm, Clay:
5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 8 / 1 white. Date: 295-280 BC.
Aotuv[opov]
Mvnoikke[ovg] bunch of grapes

‘Exataiov

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Mnesikles I with the FIG. 17
producer Hekataios.

38 Garlan 2004, 130; see also Pridik 1917, 89, cat. no. 569.
3 Garlan 2004, 130; see also Pridik 1917, 89, cat. nos. 567-68.
40 Garlan 2004, 131; Conovici 1998, 59, cat. no. 33; see also Pridik 1917, 79, cat. no. 362.

41 Garlan 2004, 147-48, cat. no. 175; Conovici 1998, 37, 66, cat. nos. 65-66; Pridik 1917, 93, cat. nos. 659-60;
Canarache 1957, 379, cat. no. 383; Monachov 1993, 131, cat. no. 44; Monachov et al. 2017, 49, table 5, cat. no. 40.
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18. Context: BMK / BH F-G / 3. Rectangular: 5.1 x 2.3 cm, Clay:
5 YR 8/ 4 pink. Slip: 7.5 YR 8 / 4 pink. Date: 295-280 BC.

[M]vnouchéong
[Aot]uvo bunch of grapes pov
[..... lof.....] FIG. 18

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Mnesikles I; one letter of the producer’s name has
been preserved. 2

19. Exc. Etd. No. BMK'11 / 4349. Context: BMK / BH H / 4. Rectangular, 6.7 x 2.7 cm, Clay: YR 7/ 8
reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 7 / 4 pink. Date: 295-280 BC.

Aoctuvopov
MvneikAéong
[cennn. Juov bunch of grapes

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Mnesikles I; the
last letters of the producer’s name have been preserved.*3 FIG. 19

20. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4607. Context: BMK E / 5; Rectangular, 55 x 1.8 ¢m, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8
brownish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown. Date: 333-296 BC.
Mvriclog
a[o]tovopo( satyr

[Apyen]tore(

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Mnesis I with the FIG. 20
producer Archeptolemos. 4

21. Context: BMK / BH I / 3-4. Rectangular, ? x 2.0 ¢m, Clay:
5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: 295-
280 BC.

symbol ? [IT]Jacyépovg dotv- :
[V]opov. Attelg FIG. 21
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Pasichares with the producer Attis.*>
22. Context: SMK D / 6. Rectangular, 4.7 x 2.2 cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 8
reddish yellow. Slip: - . Date: 333-296 BC.
[Marai]kov
ao[tv]vo-
[nov] bull
[...]Jot[...v]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Pataikos; a few letters of the producer’s name have
been preserved.

FIG. 22

42 Garlan 2004, 152, 154, cat. no. 204; see also Pridik 1917, 74, cat. no. 259.

43 Garlan 2004, 152-54 cat. nos. 194-204; see also Conovici 1998, 68-70, cat. nos. 72-81.
44 Garlan 2004, 113; see also Conovici 1998, 57, cat. nos. 23-26.

% Garlan 2004, 87, 143-45, cat. nos. 156-64.

40 Garlan 2004, 132, cat. nos. 111-12.
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23. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’11 / 4344. Context: BMK / BH H / 5.
Rectangular, 49 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 5 YR 8 / 4 pink. Slip: 75 YR 8 /
3 pink. Date: 257-190 BC.

Aotovopov male head with turban

IMoAvkpotog ' FIG. 23
00 Anuntpiov
[Alya[0]ov
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Polyktor II Demetrios with the producer Agathon.?”
24. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4570. Context: BMK / BH bottom of

the shaft. E / 5. Rectangular, 5.0 x 2.5 ¢cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8
brownish yellow. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: 333-296 BC.

[MoAvydppov

[&]otuvo- kantharos, leaf
FIG. 24

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Polycharmos; a few letters of the producer’s name
have been preserved.48

25. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4339. Context: BMK / BH G / 3.
Rectangular, 5.4 x 2.2 cm, Clay: 10 YR 8 / 4 very pale brown.
Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown. Date: 333-296 BC.

IToodeiov

100 ‘Hoiotoddpov FIG. 25
doTuvopo(dvtog) scepter
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Posideios I Hephaistodoros. There is no producer’s

name.49

26. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4342. Context: BMK / BH E / 2.
Rectangular, 5.1 x 2.2 cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: - .
Date: 333-296 BC.

[[Toot]deiov

[to0] ‘Hoaroto(ddpov)? scepter FIG. 26
[doT]UvOpHOL

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Posideios I Hephaistodorou. There is no producer’s
Ame 30
name.

47 pridik 1917, 77, cat. nos. 315-16; Canarache 1957, 139, cat. no. 322.

48 Garlan 2004, 135.

49 pridik 1917, 77, cat. no. 325, 84, cat. no. 451, 139, cat. no. 17; Garlan 2004, 126, cat. nos. 94-96.
50" pridik 1917, 77, cat. no. 325, 84, cat. no. 451; Garlan 2004, 126, cat. nos. 94-96.
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27. Context: BMK / BH E-F / 1-2. Rectangular, 4.7 x 2.0 cm, Clay:
10 YR 7 / 6 yellow. Slip: 2.5 Y 8 / 3 pale yellow. Date: 333-
296 BC.

[TToot]dg[iov]

[t]od ‘Hoorot0dm- scepter

[plov dotuvo[pov] FIG. 27

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Posideios I Hephaistodorou. There is no producer’s
51
name.

28. Exc. Etd. No: BMK’12 / 4465. Context: BMK F / 5-6.
Rectangular, 59 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow.
Slip: 25Y 8 / 3 pale yellow. Date: 333-296 BC.

‘Hporotiov tod bunch of grapes
IMocewviov kantharos FIG. 28
Kepapéwmg

The stamp belongs to the astynomos Posideios I Hephaistodoros. The stamp bears the pro-
ducer’s name Hephaistios with the patronym Poseidonios (son of Poseidonios) and the eponym
Kepapéng.>

29. Context: SMK / D-4. Rectangular, 5.7 x 3.1 cm, Clay: 5YR 7/ 6
reddish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 7 / 4 very pale Brown. Date: 333-296
BC.

‘H[¢aiot]iov bunch of grapes

o0 Nov-kantharos

FIG. 29

pnvio[v]
The stamp bears the producer’s name Hephaistios I with the patronym Noumenios (son of
Noumenios).>?

30. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4343. Context: BMK / BH F / 1.
Rectangular, 4.6 x 1.9 cm, Clay: 7.5 YR 5 / 8 strong Brown. Slip:
75 YR 8 / 4 pink. Date: 333-296 BC.

‘Hporoti[ov T00] .
[Moog[1dwviov] FIG. 30

The stamp belongs to the astynomos Posideios I Hephaistodoros. The stamp bears the name of
the producer Hephaistios with the patronym Poseidonios (son of Poseidonious).>*

31. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4622. Context: BMK E / 5. Rectangular,
6.4 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow. Slip: 25Y 8/ 3
pale yellow. Date: 333-296 BC.

Kepapéwmg

‘Hporotiov tod kantharos FIG. 31

Bevddpov

51 Garlan 2004, 126-27, cat. nos. 94-96; see also Pridik 1917, 77, cat. no. 325, 84, cat. no. 451.
52 Garlan 2004, 126-29, cat. nos. 92-101.

53 Garlan 2004, 127, cat. no. 97.

Garlan 2004, 127, cat. no. 97.

o)
N
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The stamp belongs to the astynomos Posideios I Hephaistodoros. The stamp bears the name of
the producer Hephaistios I with the patronym Theudoros (son of Theudoros) and the eponym
Kepopémg.>

32. Context: BMK / BH F / 3. Rectangular, 6.0 x 2.8 cm, Clay: ¢
5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown.
Date: 295-280 BC.

Alo]tovopov

IMvBokAéovg FIG. 32

Meviokov male head with beard

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Pythokles, and the name of the producer
Meniskos.>

33. Context: BMK / BH H / 4-5. Rectangular, ? x 2.7 cm, Clay: YR
7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 4 very pale brown. Date:
295-280 BC.

[DiA.......]
Aoctu[vopov] symbol ? e
IIpvté[viog] FIG. 33

Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp, so restoration is not possible.

34. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4350. Context: BMK / BH F / 1-2.
Rectangular, 5.1 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow.
Slip: 75 YR 7 / 4 pink. Date: 295-280 BC.

DoépPavtog :
kantharos Actov[opov] FIG. 34
Tev0pa

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Phorbas II with the fabricant Teuthras.

35. Context: BMK / BH F-G / 1. Rectangular, 5.5 x 2.2 cm, Clay:
5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 8 / 2 pinkish white. Date:

[ceneen. [&oTv-] symbol ?

vopov bunch of grapes FIG. 35
TTocdwvio(

Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp, so restoration is not possible.

36. Context: BMK / BH G / 2 North of Wall 116. Rectangular,
?x 2.1 cm, Clay: 75 YR 6 / 4 light brown. Slip: 10 YR 7 / 4 very
pale brown. Date: -

[ceeenee ] :
Anunt[piov]? ' FIG. 36 7
[ceeinnn ]

55 Garlan 2004, 50, 126.
56 Garlan 2004, 151; see also Pridik 1917, 79, cat. nos. 351-52.
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37. Context: SMK / D-6. Rectangular, 5.5 x 2.0 cm, Clay: 25 YR 6/ 8
light red. Slip: 7.5 YR 7 / 4 pink. Date: -

e
[Actv]vopov retr.
[o-eeene]

Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.

38. Context: SMK / D-6. Rectangular, ? x 2.6 ¢cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 6 reddish
yellow. Slip: 5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Date: -

[ ]
[ ]
[ ] oenochoe, amphora

The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible.

39. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4340. Context: BMK / BH G / 5 Rectangular,
?x ? cm, Clay: 10 YR 8 / 4 very pale brown. Slip: 5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow.
Date: 295-280 BC.

[cormeirreen ]
[commeiniien ]
[ ] horse to left

The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible.>’

40. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4341: Context: BMK / BH F / 5.
Rectangular, 4.0 x 1.9 c¢m, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip:

- . Date:
[ Slat[a......]
[¢]oTtuvopov
[ ]

Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.

41. Context: BMK / BH F-G / 1-2. Rectangular, ? x 2.0 cm, Clay:
5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown.
Date: -

[ ]
[doTuvo]uov kantharos
[ Tv

FIG. 41

FIG. 38

FIG. 39

FIG. 40

The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible. Only few letters have been

preserved on the stamp.

57 See fig. 16.
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42, Context: BMK / BH F / 1-2. Rectangular, ? x 2.2 ¢cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 6 red-
dish yellow. Slip: 5 YR 8/3 pink. Date: -

[ 1g
[ ]
S ] trident

FIG. 42
The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible. Only

one letter has been preserved.

43. Context: BMK / BH G-H / 1 inside Site 11. Rectangular, 2.0 x ?
cm, Clay: YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: -

[ lovpt retr.

kantharos [.......... Jewdo(

The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible. FIG. 43
Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.

44. Context: BMK / BH F / 3, Rectangular, ? x 2.7 cm, Clay: 10 YR8/ 4
very pale brown. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 4 pink. Date: -

[....]o[......]
[......]9[.......0]v
[ ] rose ?

The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible.
Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.

45. Context: BMK / BH H-I / 1 inside Site 12. Rectangular, 2.3 x ?
cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: - . Date: -

[ ]
[ Jro[-] ? _ ;
[ ] FIG. 45

46. Context: BMK / BH G / 3 South of Wall 103. Rectangular,
? X 2.4 cm, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 2
pinkish white. Date:

[ v dot- bunch of grapes
[ ]dor- kantharos
[corene Jaot( FIG. 46

The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible.

47. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4672. Context: BMK E / 4. Rectangular,
49 x 2.1 c¢m, Clay: 10 YR 6 / 8 brownish yellow. Slip: - . Date:
355/ 350-335 / 330 BC

Ao[..cu..... 1-
[coeirnne | retr. FIG. 47
[onnn Jto[..]
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Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp. The right side of the stamp has the eagle on

a dolphin symbol, common on Sinopean stamps and coins issued under the rule of the Persian
Achaemenid Empire.>®

48. Context: BMK/BH E / 3 inside Canal 22. Rectangular, 2.1 x ? cm, Clay:
5 YR 8/ 4 pink. Slip: - Date: 257-190 BC.

AcTovopov

Emi[ty?]of....... ]

Nov[owpdtng]?
The stamp has mostly been broken, so restoration is not possible.

49. Context: SMK / D-6. Rectangular, 4.5 x 2.2 ¢cm, Clay: 2.5 YR 6 / 6 light red. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 2
white. Date: -

[....]plovog
Aoctuvo[pov]vto- retr.
¢ KoA[A]wo [t...]
[...0...]vo

club

Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.>”

50. Context: BMK / BH H-I / 3-4. Rectangular, 1.5 x ? cm, Clay: 7.5 YR 5 / 8 strong brown. Slip:
75 YR 8/ 2 pinkish white. Date: -

PN ]
I ]
I ]

FIG. 50
Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.

51. Context: BMK / BH G-H / 3. Rectangular, ? x 1.8 cm, Clay: YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 25Y 8/ 3
pale yellow. Date: -
[ ] male head
[Ac]tovou-

Only few letters have been preserved on the stamp.

FIG. 51

58 Conovici 1998, 51; see also Fedoseev 2015, 363, cat. nos. 2-3.
59 Fedoseev 2008, 283, cat. no. 2.
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Chersonesean Stamps

52. Context: SMK D / 6, Rectangular, 4.8 x 1.3 cm, Clay: 25 YR7/6
light red. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 4 pink. Date: 285-272 BC.

Aydbov
I'vabwvog

aotovo[pwv]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Agathon Gnathon.%

53. Exc. Etd. No. BMK'12 / 4625. Context: BMK E / 4 bottom
of the shaft. Rectangular, 2.0 x ? cm, Clay: 75 YR 6 / 1 gray.
Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown. Date: 285-272 BC.

A[r]or[og]
Xopeiov

Aoc[tv]vop[ov]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Apollas Khoreios.

54. Context: BMK / BH G / 2. Rectangular, 1.2 x ? ¢cm, Clay:
25 YR 6 / 8 light red. Slip: 5 YR 8 / 2 pinkish white. Date:
300-285 BC.

Aopotéreio[g]
aotuvopo[v]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Damoteleios.%?

55. Context: BMK / BH F / 2. Rectangular, ? x 1.4 cm, Clay:
5 YR 7 / 8 reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: 300-
285 BC.

[A]apotéreiog
[&]oTuvoHOD

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Damoteleios.

56. Context: BMK / BH F / 4. Rectangular, 1.0 x ? cm, Clay:
75 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 6 / 1 gray. Date: 300-
285 BC.

[Aa]potéreliog]
[doTVvopovL]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Damoteleios.

FIG. 52

FIG. 53

FIG. 54

00 Katz 1994, 83, no. 1, table 1, cat. nos. 1.1, 1-4; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 2.1; see also Pridik 1917, 103, cat.

no. 842; Fateev 2014, 235, table 5; Monachov et al. 2017, 48, table 5, cat. no. 20.

0l Karz 1994, 86, cat. no. 11, table 6, cat. nos. 1.11, 4-6; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 2.3; Katz et al. 2002, 119,

cat. no. Ae2; Fateev 2014, 237, cat. no. 11; Monachov et al. 2017, 60, table 7, cat. no. 46.

02 Karz 1994, 92, cat. no. 35, table 14, nos. 1.35, 1-4; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 1.33; Vnukov and Jefremov

2017, 95, cat. no. 193; Monachov et al. 2017, 48, table 5, cat. no. 11.
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57. Context: BMK / BH F / 3. Rectangular, 1.4 x ? cm, Clay: 75 YR7 /6
reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 6 / 1 gray. Date: 300-285 BC.

[Aap]otédeiog
[dot]ovopo[v]

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Damoteleios.

58. Context: SMK C / 4. Rectangular, 2.0 x ? ¢cm, Clay: 25 YR 7/ 6
light red. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 4 pink. Date: 325-315 BC.

Evxhe[ida]
aotuv[Opov]
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Eukleidas.®3
59. Context: BMK / BH HI / 3-4 between Site 2 and the Wall

116. Rectangular, 1.5 x ? cm, Clay: YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip:
10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown. Date: 315-300 BC.

‘Hpoxhi[eiov]

doto[vopov] . FIG . 59
4

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Herakleios.®

60. Context: SMK C / 5. Rectangular, 6.0 x 1.1 cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 8
reddish yellow. Slip: 10 YR 8 / 3 very pale brown. Date: 315-
300 BC.

[Hpa]xieiov
[&]otu[vopov]
61. Context: SMK D / 4. Rectangular, 1.4 x ? cm, Clay: YR 7 / 8 red-
dish yellow. Slip: 5 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: 300-285 BC.
[HpJéa dotuvo-
[n]odvrog

The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Hereas.®

62. Context: SMK C / 5. Rectangular, ? x 2.0 cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 6 red-
dish yellow. Slip: -. Date: 285-272 BC.
[Hpo]kpdre-

[og] doTVV-

[6pov Nevunvilov monogram ?

03 Katz 1994, 94, no. 44, table 17, cat. nos. 1.44, 1-3; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 1.3; Katz et al. 2002, 121, cat.
no. Ae53; Stolba 2005, 168, table 2; Hannestad 2005, 185, fig. 5; Fateev 2014, 238, cat. no. 44; Monachov 2016;
Monachov et al. 2017, 56, tables 6.1, 59, 7.32.

04 Rary 1994, 94, nos. 47-48, tables 18-19, cat. nos. 1.47-48, 1-4, 8-10; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 1.13; Lungu
1994, 147, cat. no. 64; Katz et al. 2002, 121, cat. no. Ae55; Hannestad 2005, 185, fig. 5; Finkielsztejn 2011, 59, table
1, cat. no. 3.5; Fateev 2014, 238, nos. 47-48; Monachov 2016, 325, fig. 6, cat. no. 39; Monachov et al. 2017, 48, table
5.8, 56, table 6.3.

05 Katz 1994, 95, no. 51, table 22, cat. no. 1.51, 3; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 1.35; see also Fateev 2014, 235,
table 5.10-18; Monachov et al. 2017, 48, table 5.12-13.
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The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Herokrateos and the producer Noumenios (son of
Noumenios).%

63. Exc. Etd. No. BMK’12 / 4351. Context: BMK / BH F / 1.
Rectangular, 1.9 x ? cm, Clay: 5 YR 7 / 6 reddish yellow. Slip:
75 YR 8 / 6 reddish yellow. Date: 315-300 BC.

Zvpi[okov]
aoTuv[Opov]
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Syriskos.?”
64. Context: SMK C / 5. Rectangular, 1.1 x ? cm, Clay: 25 YR 6/ 8
light red. Slip: 75 YR 8 / 3 pink. Date: 315-300 BC.

[Zo]kpi[tov]

[ao]Tuv[opov]

FIG. 64
The stamp bears the name of the astynomos Sokritos.®®

65. Context: SMK D / 7 trench. Rectangular, ? x 0.8 cm, Clay: 2.5 YR8/ 4
pink. Slip: 7.5 YR 8 / 2 pinkish white. Date: -

[doTov]opHon FIG. 65
66. Context: BMK / BH F / 3. Rectangular, 1.1 x ? cm, Clay: 75 YR 7 / 6
reddish yellow. Slip: 7.5 YR 6 / 1 gray. Date: -
actuv[opov]

67. Context: BMK / BH F / 3. Rectangular, ? x 1.1 cm, Clay: 75 YR 7/ 6
reddish yellow. Slip: - Date : -

[doTov]OpHOD

FIG. 67

68. Context: BMK / BH F / 3. Rectangular, ? x 1.1 cm. Clay: 10R 4 / 8
red. Slip: - Date: -

[&]oTuv[opov] FIG. 68

66 Katz 1994, 97-98, no. 56, table 24, cat. no. 1.56, 2; Katz 2007, 442, table 10, cat. no. 2.7; Fateev 2014, 239, no. 56;
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Site plan of Sirkeci Excavations
(Istanbul Archaeological
Museum Excavation Archive)

FIG. 70

Excavation area in

Sirkeci Station overview
(Gur-Dizgilin and Emre 2018, 31).











