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Sulaiman TAAN
Woman in Modern Libyan Literature: The Case of Ibrahim al-Kuni

Abstract: The aim of the present paper is to address the presence of women in the
works of Ibrahim al-Kaini. The importance of the study comes from two angles. The
first is that the issue of women has become a subject of literary study since the end of
the nineteenth century with the beginning of openness to modern Western thought,
and this issue has become a criterion through which one can evaluate the civilized
and intellectual state of society. The second angle is that Ibrahim al-Kini is a special
voice in the Arabic novel because he is the only novelist who talks about the world of
the Tuareg in the Libyan desert and their extension in other countries such as Algeria,
Mali and Niger.

Ibrahim al-Kiini’s devoted his entire literary production to documenting the legendary
and popular heritage of the Tuareg community, he is the only Tuareg novelist in the
world of the Arab novel. A number of issues are present in Ibrahim al-Kaini’s novels,
foremost of which is the question of existence and the fate of man, and the alienation
in which a person finds himself, and all of this comes through personalities who
are desperate to achieve happiness in a world constrained by harsh environmental
conditions.

Ibrahim al-Kini’s approach to the issue of women was characterized by focusing on
the mythical roots of the image of women, the role it plays in that society, and its
relationship to Al-Koni’s questions which are related to the search for human destiny.
It is clear that much of the customs, traditions and myths that founded Tuareg
society are rooted in the ancient religions of the African continent, based on the
bells and the myths and superstitions of the dichotomy of good and evil, to which
women also contribute. Because these societies have looked at women in terms of
their reproductive abilities and have become the symbol of fertility. Tuareg society
deals with women from a mythical angle and still preserves in many aspects of its
life the rituals of the matrilineal stage in which women have a great role, such as the
transfer of the leadership of the tribe to the sons of the chief’s sister. On a realistic
level, society is tolerant of romantic love relationships, but society never tolerates
any romantic relationship that goes beyond what society needs from woman: As to
give birth to children who will play the role of defending the tribe. For this reason,
we will notice in Ibrahim al-Kiini’s novels that any relationship between a man and
a woman that goes beyond this condition will lead to Disaster.In fact, the image of a
woman in terms of his relationship with a man is negative, because her presence in a
man’s life leads to a disaster.

In the novels of Ibrahim al-Kini, there are references to a number of rituals, including
human sacrifices to the gods. There are also a number of legends, such as the legend
of Tans and her brother Atlantis, in which the Tuareg explain the depletion of water
in the desert. But al-Kiini’s confinement to Tuareg society led to a major imbalance
in his novelistic world: We notice this in the repetition of a woman’s image from one
narration to another so that the reader can have an understanding of the image of
woman in that society, in order to satisfy a narration like the Magi.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Literature, Libyan Literature, Novel, Woman, Ibrahim
al-Kani.

Modern Libya Edebiyatinda Kadin: Ibrahim al-Kini Ornegi

Oz: Bu makalenin amaci, Ibrahim al-Kininin eserlerinde kadin varligini ele almaktir.
Calismanin dnemi iki agidan gelmektedir: Birincisi, kadin konusunun modern Bati
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diisiincesine agilmaya baslamasiyla birlikte on dokuzuncu yiizyilin sonundan itibaren
edebiyat arastirmalarinin konusu haline gelmesidir. Bu konu, toplumun medeni ve
fikri durumuna erisilmesinde bir &l¢iit haline gelmistir. ikincisi, Ibrahim al-Kiininin
Arap romaninda meshur biri olmasidir. Ciinkii Libya ¢éllerindeki Tuareg diinyasindan
ve bunlarin Cezayir, Mali ve Nijer gibi diger iilkelerdeki uzantisindan bahseden tek
romancidir.

Ibrahim al-Kiini, tiim edebi tiretimini, Arap romani diinyasindaki tek Tuareg romancisi
olarak, eserlerine Arap romani {iretimi icinde bir uzmanlik kazandiran Tuareg
toplulugunun efsanevi ve popiiler mirasini belgelemeye adanmistir. Ibrahim al-
Kini’nin romanlarinda insanin varolus ve kaderi sorunu ve insanin i¢inde bulundugu
yabancilasma basta olmak {izere bir¢ok konu yer almaktadir. Ve hepsi, zorlu ¢evre
kosullar tarafindan kisitlanmis bir diinyada mutluluga muhtag karakterler olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Ibrahim al-Kiini’nin kadin meselesine yaklasimi, kadin imajinin efsanevi kaklerine
ve bu toplumda oynadiklar: role odaklanarak temayiiz edilmistir. Bu, Ibrahim al-
Kiini'nin eserinde insan kaderini arama ile ilgili sordugu sorularla ilgilidir. Tuareg
toplumunu kuran gelenek, gérenek ve mitlerin biiyiik bir béliimiiniin kdklerinin
Afrika kitasinin ¢angallarina ve kadinlarin da katkida bulundugu iyi ve kot ikiligine
iliskin mitlere ve batil inanglara dayanan ilkel dinlerine dayandig1 aciktir. Ciinki bu
toplumlar kadina tireme yetenekleri acisindan bakmis ve dogurganligin simgesi haline
gelmistir. Bu nedenle Tuareg toplumu kadinlari mitolojik bir agidan ele almaktadir. Bu
toplum, kadinlarin biiyiik bir role sahip oldugu ana soyluluk déneminin ritiiellerini
yasaminin bir¢ok alaninda hald muhafaza etmektedir. Bunu, kabile liderliginin liderin
kiz kardesinin ogullarina devrinde fark etmekteyiz. Gergek su ki, toplum, kadinlari
cevreleyen efsanevi durum ve binicinin ath imajini tamamlamak i¢in bir kiz arkadasa
ihtiyag¢ duymasi nedeniyle romantik ask iliskilerine biiyiik olgtide hosgdriiliidiir.
Ancak toplum, savasc1 bir toplumun bir kadindan talep ettiginin Stesine gegen, yani
kabileyi savunma roliinii oynayacak ¢ocuklarin dogumu icin bir kataliz6r gorevi géren
romantik bir iliskiye asla miisamaha géstermez. Bu sebeple kadin ve erkek arasindaki
bu sarti asan herhangi bir iliskinin felakete yol acacagini Ibrahim al-Kani'nin
romanlarinda gérmekteyiz. Kadmlarla ilgili 4detlerden biri, iki kahramanin kendisi
icin giiresen bir kizin kalbini kazanmaya ¢alisirken yaptiklar: diiellodur. Aslinda, bir
erkekle olan iliskisi agisindan kadinin imaji olumsuzdur, ¢tinkii bir erkegin hayatindaki
varlig: bir felakete yol acar. Ayrica, falci ve sair gibi kurgusal eserlerinde rol oynayan
baska kadin karakterler de ortaya ¢ikmaktadur.

Ibrahim al-Kiini’nin hikdyelerinde, tanrilara insan kurban etme de dahil olmak iizere
bir siirii rittiele bircok génderme vardir ve bu durumda kabileden bakire bir kiz tanriya
sunulmak tizere segilir. Ritiieller arasinda, bilgelerin mezarlikta kendisi i¢in bir ¢adir
kuracak bir kiz1 sectigi, kehaneti cadilara ve falcilara geri dondiirmek icin atalarin
goriisiinii yoklama ritiieli de vardir. Belki de dini-islam ve pagan-Afrika arasindaki
Ortiismenin nedeni, tasavvuf tarikatlarinin, hurafelere olan inancin ve digerlerinin
yayillmasindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Ayrica, Tuareg’lerin nehirler ve goller tarafindan
dalgalanan ¢6ldeki suyun titkenmesini agikladig1 Tans ve kardesi Atlantis efsanesi gibi
birtakim efsaneler de vardir. Ancak al-Kiini'nin Tuareg topluluguna hapsolmasi, kurgus-
al diinyasinda biiyiik bir dengesizlige yol agmustir. Bir rivayetten digerine kadin imajinin
tekrarinda bunu fark etmekteyiz. Okuyucunun o toplumdaki kadin imaji hakkinda bir
kavrayisa sahip olmasi i¢in, Mecusi gibi bir rivayetle yetinmek miimkiindtr

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Edebiyati, Libya Edebiyati, Roman, Kadin, Ibrahim al-
Kani.
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