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This study aimed to measure the attitudes of social work students in Türkiye. 
Although the use of hearing aids and implants is common in Türkiye, the rate of those who 
have severe hearing problems or who cannot hear at all is 1.1% of the total population. 
It is important to determine the attitudes of social work students towards the deaf, 

clinical practice with deaf clients at the micro level and the political practices that target 
the deaf community at the macro level. The Attitudes to Deafness Scale (AD Scale) was 

were analysed using the SPSS statistical package. Attitudes toward deaf people were used 
as the dependent variable. Socio-demographic characteristics of the students and some 
characteristics related to knowledge, and thoughts about the participation of deaf people in 
social and work life were the independent variables. The results show that the participants 
have relatively positive attitudes towards deaf people. Additionally, students have positive 
opinions about the capabilities of deaf individuals in both social and work life. Gender 

towards deaf people. 

Research Article
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Attitudes as an internal state are not directly observable, but are the source of observable responses. 

are available to deaf students. An ignorance of their required support needs and a reduced representation 

world. Studies showing negative attitudes towards the deaf in the literature associate these attitudes with 

positive attitudes towards the deaf show that having knowledge about the deaf and deaf culture, having 

INTRODUCTION
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Hypothesis
The research hypothesis that guided this study are as follows: 

towards deaf people.

attitudes are likely to be.

ATTITUDES OF SOCIAL WORK STUDENTS TOWARDS DEAF 

-

of attitude change in relation to people who are deaf in Turkish culture.

-
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METHOD

Procedure

st, 2nd rd th grade social 

The Attitudes to Deafness Scale (AD Scale)

appendix.
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 The rest of the questionnaire consists of four subgroups of questions about the characteristics of the 

Data Analysis

related to knowledge, and thoughts about the participation of deaf people in social and work life were the 

Ethical considerations

RESULTS

Participants 
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Table 1.

Demographics n %
Gender

Male
Age
18

21.1
20
21
22

18

Where they live most

Year in the university
1
2

Socio-Economic Status

Middle
High

t

areas and students living in urban areas towards deaf individuals (  
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Table 2. 

Mean Statistics p
Gender

.002
Male
T o t a l 1.28

Age
Where they live 
most

88.21
SES

Middle
High

The second hypothesis dealt with the relationship between the knowledge of university students about deaf 
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Table 3.

n Mean p
Know a deaf people
Yes 12.21

Knowledge about 
deaf culture
There is little 
knowledge
Yes

88.02
Knowledge about 
sign language
There is little 
knowledge
Yes
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Table4.

Mean Statistics p
Deaf people able to drive 
safely 

.001

Agree

Deaf people can do higher 
education 

2 .018
1

Agree

Deaf people can live alone 
and take care of themselves 

1 .002

Agree

Deaf people can go shopping 
alone

8 .000

Agree

Deaf people can lead in 
work life 

1.0 .000

Agree

Deaf people are able to work 1.0
2.0

Agree

Deaf people can be 
managers

2 .000
8

Agree 100

Deaf people able to 

communication skills

8 .000
20

Agree
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DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION

attitudes towards deaf individuals. 

 & Akyol 
Çoksan

The second hypothesis considered the relationship between attitudes and knowledge of university students 

 At the end 

with deaf people strengthens positive attitudes towards deaf people and can provide a cultural understanding.

toward deaf people than those who did not have deaf friends. 

in the undergraduate population. 
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propositions and the attitude towards deaf individuals.  In general, this suggests that the attitude scale is valid, 

people in work life was quite high and is encouraging.  The results bode well for the future of people who 
are deaf in T
participation of the deaf in the labor force in T , but we know that the labor force participation rate of 

The question arises as to how can students have positive attitudes in a country where sign language was 
 

a century.  After the reintroduction of sign language, the increasing visibility of sign language and the deaf 
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rd

well educated individuals in this research.
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Limitations 

how university students perceive deaf people.
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