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Atif: Kazan, Faruk. “Selamettin Toprak ve Arapca Siirleri.”, Artuklu Akademi 11/1 (Jun 2024), 189-210.
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Oz: Bu makale, Diyarbakr Silvan ilgesine bagh Tahik (Tagpinar) kéyiinde dogan ve Arapca ve Kiirtge siirleriyle tanian
Selamettin Toprak’in hayati, egitimi ve edebi kisiligi hakkinda bilgi vermektedir. Calismada Selamettin Toprak'mn
hayat1 ve ilmi kisiligi hakkinda malumatlar verildikten sonra onun Arapga siirleri muhteva ve edebi sanatlar agisindan
ele alinmustir. Siirlerinde klasik Arap edebiyatinin nazim sekillerini ve tislubunu kullandigy, ask, din, tasavvuf ve ahlak
gibi toplumsal konular: isledigi, hem Kiirt hem Arap edebiyatindan etkilendigi, sade ve anlasilir bir dil kullandigs,
bazen de Kiirtce deyim ve kelimelere yer verdigi gibi hususlar, calismanin elde ettigi snemli sonuglardir. Calismanin
sonunda, Selamettin Toprak’in Arapca siirlerinde bazi eksiklikleri oldugu, nahiv, sarf ve Arapca climle yapist
konusunda bazen hatalar yaptigi, siirin vezin ve kafiyesine uymak icin kurallar1 ihlal ettigi ifade edilmektedir.
Makalenin kaynaklari, Selamettin Toprak’in kendisiyle yapilan miilakatlar, siir kitaplar1 ve diger arastirmacilarin
calismalarindan olusmaktadir.
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Abstract: This article provides information about the life of Selamettin Toprak, who was born in Diyarbakir Silvan
district and is known for his Arabic poems. The article states that Selamettin Toprak had a madrasah training by his
father, worked as an imam in various villages, used the poetic forms and style of classical Arabic literature in his Arabic
poems, dealing with with love, religion, mysticism and morality topics. He was influenced by both Kurdish and Arabic
literature and sometimes used Kurdish idioms and words in his works. At the end of the article, it is stated that
Selamettin Toprak made some grammatical, morphological and syntactic mistakes in his Arabic poems, violating
philological rules in order to fit the rhyme and meter of the poem. The sources of the article consist of interviews with
Selamettin Toprak, his poetry books and the works of other researchers.

Keywords: Language, Literature, Arabic Poetry, Kurdish Poetry, Selamettin Toprak, Madrasa.
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Genigsletilmis Ozet

Selamettin Toprak, Kiirt ve Arap edebiyatina katkilariyla taninan, her iki dilde de eserler veren bir Kiirt sair olarak
bilinir. 1938 yilinda Diyarbakir'in Silvan ilgesine bagli Tagpinar kdyiinde diinyaya gelmistir. Siirleri, 6zellikle Kiirtge ve
Arapca olmak tizere, diller arast edebi bir koprii kurma becerisiyle dikkat ceker. Bu calisma, Toprak'in siirlerine
odaklanacak ve segilmis ornekler tizerinden bir inceleme sunacaktir. Arastirmanin kapsami, onun Arapga siirleri, bu
siirlerden etkilenen diger sairler, kullanilan diller ve benimsenen edebi stiller tizerine bir tartisma icerecektir. Kaynak
materyaller, Toprak ile gerceklestirilen roportajlar, onun siirsel yazilar1 ve diger arastirmacilarin calismalarimni
icermektedir. Yapilan réportajlar, Toprak'in Kiirtce iki énemli eserinin varligini ortaya koymustur: Hasan Ertusi'nin
(6.1491) dogumunu kutlayan ‘Mevlida nebi’ adli eser ve Arapca yazilmis iki siiri barindiran Kiirtce divan. Bu
calismada, soz konusu eserlerin semantik ve retorik analizleri gergeklestirilmistir.

Selamettin Toprak’in yasamyi, bir alim ve sair olarak, giintimiizde hala devam etmektedir ve kendisi yaklasik olarak 85
yasindadir. Birgok alim gibi, o da kirsal bir alanda, sehir hayatinin giiriiltiisiinden ve karmasasindan uzakta, inzivada
bir yasam siirmiistiir. Bu inziva, onun dogustan gelen yeteneklerini ve siir yazma becerisini gelistirmesi i¢in zengin bir
ortam saglamig, bu da onu edebi ve entelektiiel gabalari igin baz1 diinyevi zevklerden feragat etmeye itmistir.

Resmi belgelere gore Selamettin Toprak, 1944 yilinda dogmus olmasina ragmen, kendisi 1938 yilinda Diyarbakir'in
Silvan ilgesine bagli Taspinar koyiinde diinyaya geldigini ifade etmektedir. Babas: bolgede itibar goren bir alim olan
Molla Yasin Yusri'dir ve annesinin ad1 Zeynep'tir. Selamettin Toprak, babasindan aldig: klasik egitimin ardindan, geng
yaslarinda Bismil ilgesinin Tepe koyiinden Ibrahim’in kiz1 ile evlenmistir ve bu birliktelikten on cocuklar1 olmustur.
Askerlik gorevini tamamladig1 1965 yilindan sonra, fahri imam olarak hizmet etmeye baglamis, sonrasinda resmi imam
olarak atandi1 ve cesitli koylerde gorev yaptigi bilinmektedir. Emekliliginin ardindan Diyarbakir'in Kayapmnar
bolgesine yerlesen Toprak, ilk esinin vefatindan sonra 2010 yilinda yeniden evlenmis, ancak bu evlilikten ¢ocuk sahibi
olmamustir.

Molla Selamettin’in kariyerine Cermik ilgesinin Yukar1 Bizvan kéyiinde yerel imam olarak bagladig1 kaydedilmistir. Ug
yil stiren bu gorevin ardindan, Dicle ilcesindeki Sarmas koytinde, miiftiiliik gorevi yapan babasinin 6grencisi Ahmed
Aytekin'in tavsiyesi tizerine resmi olarak imamlik yapmaya baslamistir. Bu gorevde ii¢ yil gecirdikten sonra, bir
koyliiniin 6nceki bir fetvay: bahane ederek yaptig1 sikayet tizerine Sarmas koytinden ayrilmak zorunda kalmis ve Dicle
ilcesinin Koru koytine gitmek zorunda kalmustir. Burada on bes yil gorev yaptiktan sonra, Ergani ilgesinin Usluca
koytiine tayinini istemis ve burada on yil siireyle hizmet vermistir. Ardindan Ergani ilcesinin Yukar1 Koyyolu koytine
tasmnmis ve burada dort yil kalmustir. Daha sonra eski koyii Usluca’ya geri donmiis ve burada iki ila ti¢ yil daha
hizmetine devam etmistir. Sonrasinda Hangerli koyiine tayinini isteyerek burada bir yil goérev yapmustir. Bir
arkadasinin tavsiyesi tizerine Silvan ilgesinin Kendesli koyiine giden Toprak, emekli olana kadar burada hayatini idame
etmisgtir.

Selamettin Toprak, egitim hayatina babas1 Seyda Molla Yasin Yusri'den aldig1 geleneksel egitimle baslamistir. Babasi,
Nursin'deki Seyh Masuk’a bagli olmasina karsin, herhangi bir Sufi tarikatma intisap etmemistir. Toprak, Arapca,
Tiirkge ve Kiirtce dillerinde yetkinlik kazanmistir. Resmi egitimine gelince, ilkokuldan liseye kadar olan siireci
acikogretim araciligiyla tamamlamis ve bu sertifikalar sayesinde 1970 yilinda Diyarbakir'in Piran (Dicle) ilcesine bagl
Sarmas koytinde ilk resmi gorevine baslamustir.

Selamettin Toprak, iki degerli hocadan egitim almistir: Babasi, biiyiik Seyda Molla Yasin Yusri ve babasiin 6grencisi
olan Seyh Muhammed Said et-Tahiki (Yikilmaz). Babasinin yaninda hem medrese ilimlerini tahsil etmis hem de edebi
kisiligini gelistirmistir. Askeri vazifesini yaparken bile mektuplasmalar: siirler olmustur. Bu bsliimde, onun kisisel ve
mesleki yasaminin yanu sira sosyal, entelektiiel ve edebi yasaminin 6nemli donemlerine kisaca deginilmistir.

Selamettin Toprak, Kiirtce ve Arapga olmak tizere iki dilde siirler kaleme almistir. Siirlerinde genellikle Kiirtge agirlikl
bir dil kullanmistir. Arapca siirleri, geleneksel bent ve dize yapilarim takip eden almtilardan olusmaktadir. Eserleri,
mecazi ve hakiki agkin yan1 sira dini, mistik, ahlaki ve sosyal temalar1 da icermekte ve siklikla Kuran ve Hadislerden
alintilar yapmaktadir. Eserlerini etkileyen sairler arasinda imam Safii, ibn el-Farid ve Ibn Arabi gibi Arap edebiyatinin
onde gelen isimleri ile Molla Ceziri, Feqiyé Tayran ve Ahmed-i Hani gibi klasik Kiirt edebi figiirleri yer almaktadir. Siir
tarzi basit, sade ve anlasilir olup, duygularimi ve diistincelerini dogrudan ifade etmekten cekinmemistir. Ayrica, ironi ve
mizah unsurlarin da eserlerine dahil etmistir. Arapca baslayip Kiirtce biten yar1 Arapca yar1 Kiirtge siirler yazarak, her
iki dilde de yazma yetenegini sergilemis ve bu yetenekleriyle akranlarindan ayrilan bir siirsel ve kompozisyon
becerisine sahip olmustur.

Selamettin Toprak, siirlerinde aski merkezi bir tema olarak benimsemis ve bu temay1 edebi sanatlarin zenginligiyle
islemistir. Eserlerinde benzetme, metafor, tekrar, sorgulama, antitez ve betimleme gibi retorik figiirlerle dilin estetik
olanaklarimi genisletmistir. Arapca siirlerine Kiirtce ifadeler entegre ederek ve bazen Kiirtce kelimeler ekleyerek,
genellikle klasik Kiirt sairlerin yolunu izlemistir. Bu yaklasim, onun kalsik bir sair oldugunu gosterir. Ancak, Arapga
siirlerinde dilbilim kurallarna tam olarak uymada ve ciimle yapilarmi dilbilgisi, morfoloji ve sentaks agisindan
diizenlemede baz1 eksiklikler goze carpmaktadir. Olgii ve kafiye disiplinine siki sikiya bagh kalmak yerine, bazen bu
kurallar1 esnetmistir
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Giirlerinde, her dizede dort bsliimden olusan uzun dlgiiyii (Fa’ultin Fa'ultin Fa'uliin Fa'il) gibi klasik Arap edebiyatinin
formlarinmi kullanarak, istikrar, ciddiyet ve giic duygusu uyandirmustir. Her satirin sonunda degismeyen sesli kafiye
kullanimuyla (ilk siirde “¢)” ve ikinci siirde “s4” ile) uyum ve simetri hissi yaratmustir.
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Extended Abstract

Selamettin Toprak is known as a Kurdish poet who has contributed to both Kurdish and Arabic literature, producing
works in both languages. He was born in 1938 in Taspmnar village, which is part of Silvan territory in Diyarbakir. His
poems are particularly notable for their ability to bridge literary gaps between Kurdish and Arabic, highlighting his
skill in interlingual literary firmitue. This study focuses on Toprak’s poetry, offering an analysis through selected
examples. The scope of the research embodies the discussions on his Arabic poems, as well as the other poets influenced
by these poems, the languages used, and the adopted literary styles. The source materials comprise interviews
conducted with Toprak, his poetic writings, and various studies by other researchers. The interviews have revealed the
existence of two significant Kurdish works by Toprak: ‘Mawlida nabi’ a work celebrating the birth of Hasan Ertusi (d.
1491), and a Kurdish oeuvre containing two poems written in Arabic. This study has conducted semantic and rhetorical
analyses of these works.

The life of Selamettin Toprak, as a scholar and poet, continues to this day, and he is approximately 85 years old. Like
many scholars, he has lived a secluded life in rural areas, away from the noise and chaos of city life. This seclusion has
provided a rich environment for nurturing his innate talents and skills in writing poetry, leading him to forsake some
worldly pleasures for literary and intellectual endeavors.

According to official records, Selamettin Toprak was born in 1944, but he states that he was actually born in 1938 in
Taspinar village, which is part of the Silvan district in Diyarbakir. His father is Molla Yasin Yusree, a respected scholar
in the region, and his mother’s name is Zeynep. After receiving a classical education from his father, Selamettin Toprak
married a woman from Tepe village in the Bismil district at a young age, and they had ten children. After completing
his military service in 1965, he began serving as a voluntary imam, later becoming an official imam and serving in
various villages. After his retirement, Toprak settled in the Kayapinar region of Diyarbakir and remarried in 2010
following the death of his first wife, and he had no children from this second marriage.

Molla Selamettin’s career began as a local imam in the Yukari Bizvan village of the Cermik district. After three years, he
officially started serving as an imam in the Sarmas village of the Dicle district, on the recommendation of Ahmed
Aytekin, a student of his father who was serving as a mufti. After spending three years there, he had to leave Sarmas
village due to a complaint made by a villager using a previous fatwa as a pretext and was forced to move to the Koru
village in the Dicle district. He served there for fifteen years before requesting a transfer to the Usluca village in the
Ergani district, where he served for ten years. He then moved to the Yukar1 Kéyyolu village in the Ergani district and
stayed there for four years. Later, he returned to his former village of Usluca, where he continued to serve for another
two to three years. He then requested a transfer to the Hancerli village, where he served for a year. Following the advice
of a friend, he went to the Kendesli village in the Silvan district, where he lived until his retirement.

Selamettin Toprak began his educational journey with the traditional schooling he received from his father, Seyda Molla
Yasin Yusri. Although his father was affiliated with Sheikh Masuk in Nursin, he was not a member of any Sufi order.
Toprak became proficient in Arabic, Turkish, and Kurdish languages. Regarding his formal education, he completed the
process from primary school to high school through distance learning and, based on these certificates, started his first
official job in 1970 in the Sarmas village of the Piran (Dicle) district in Diyarbakar.

Selamettin Toprak was educated by two esteemed sheikhs: his father, the great Seyda Molla Yasin Yusri, and his
father’s student, Sheikh Muhammed Said et-Tahiki (Yikilmaz). He studied religious sciences at madrasa and at the same
time, developed his literary personality alongside his father. Even during his military service, their bilateral
correspondence took the form of poetry. This paper briefly touches upon his personal and professional life, as well as
the significant periods of his social, intellectual, and literary life.

Selamettin Toprak has written poems in both Kurdish and Arabic. He predominantly used Kurdish in his poetry. His
Arabic poems consist of quotations that follow traditional verse and stanza structures. His works encompass themes of
metaphorical and true love, as well as religious, mystical, moral, and social themes, often citing the Quran and Hadiths.
Among the poets who influenced his work are leading figures in Arabic literature such as Imam Shafi’i, Ibn al-Farid,
and Ibn Arabi, as well as classical Kurdish literary figures like Molla Jeziri, Feqiyé Tayran, and Ahmed-i Hani. His style
is simple, plain, and understandable, and he does not shy away from directly expressing his feelings and thoughts. He
has also incorporated elements of irony and humor into his works. By writing poems that start in Arabic and end in
Kurdish, he has demonstrated his ability to write in both languages, distinguishing himself with a unique poetic and
compositional skill.
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Selamettin Toprak has embraced love as a central theme in his poetry and has enriched this theme with the richness of
literary arts. In his works, he has expanded the aesthetic possibilities of language with rhetorical figures such as simile,
metaphor, repetition, interrogation, antithesis, and description. By integrating Kurdish expressions into his Arabic
poems and occasionally adding Kurdish words, he has generally followed the path of classical Kurdish poets. This
approach shows that he is a classical poet. However, there are some shortcomings in his Arabic poems in terms of
adhering to linguistic rules and structuring sentences in grammar, morphology, and syntax. Instead of strictly adhering
to the discipline of meter and rhyme, he has sometimes bent these rules.

In his poems, he has used classical Arabic literary forms, such as a long meter consisting of four parts in each line, to
evoke a sense of stability, seriousness, and strength. He has created a sense of harmony and symmetry with the
consistent use of vocal rhyme at the end of each line (with “an” in the first poem and “wa” in the second poem).
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