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70. Geleneksel Sinoloji'den Cagdas Cin Arastirmalarina: Tiirkiye'deki Cin
Arastirmalarimin Gelisimi ve Ozellikleri

Oz

Avrupa, Asya ve Afrika kitalarmin kesisim noktasinda yer alan Tiirkiye, hem Dogu hem de Bat1 i¢in
siyasi, dini, tarihi gibi bircok acisindan ¢oklu kimlige sahiptir. 1930l yillarda Tiirkiye'de kurulan
Sinoloji kiirsiisiiniin baglangigtaki amaci, Cin'i aragtirmaktan ziyade Cin kaynaklari iizerinden Tiirk
tarihini aragtirmaktir. Bu durum, amaci sadece Cin’i arastirmak olan Avrupa ve Amerikan
Sinolojisinden farkhilhk gostermektedir. Ankara Universitesi'ndeki Sinoloji kiirsiisii, Sinoloji’nin
Tiirkiye'deki gelisme siirecinin somut bir 6rnegidir. Sinoloji kiirsiisiiniin kurulmasindan itibaren
gorev yapan tiim arastirmacilar Tiirkiye'deki Sinolojinin gelismesine 6nemli katkilar sunmuglardir.
Ote yandan, Tiirkiye'deki Cagdas Cin Calismalari ise Soguk Savas doneminde filizZlenmeye baglans,
ancak 21. yiizyila kadar hizl ve kapsaml bir gelisme saglayamamistir. Son yillarda, Tiirkiye'deki Cin
Calismalar1 Bati-merkezcilik yerine kendi konumunda 6n plana cgikmistir. Giinlimiizde ise
Tiirkiye'deki Sinoloji ve Cagdas Cin Calismalari karsiiklhi gelisme tlizerine vurgu yapmaktadir.
Geleneksel Sinoloji Tiirkiye'de {iniversitelerde gelistirilmeye devam etmektedir. Cagdas Cin
Calismalari ise Sinoloji'ye gore daha fazla platformda yer bularak hizla gelismeye devam etmektedir.
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Bununla birlikte, Cin'i daha kapsaml ve tarafsiz anlamak amaciyla gelistirilmesi gerekmektedir. Bu
calismada, Oncelikle Tiirkiye'de Sinoloji'nin kurulusundan giiniimiize kadar gelisim siireci ele
alinarak, Tiirkiye'deki Cagdas Cin Arastirmalarinin gelisimi ve bu alandaki calismalar analiz edilecek
ve Tiirk Sinolojisi ve Cin arastirmalarinin 6zellikleri kapsaml bir sekilde incelenecektir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Sinoloji, Tiirk Sinolojisi, Cin Aragtirmalari, Tiirkiye’deki Cin Aragtirmalar:

From traditional Sinology to Contemporary China Studies: The development of
Chinese Studies in Tiirkiye and its characteristics

Abstract

Tiirkiye is located at the intersection of Europe, Asia and Africa. For both the East and the West, it
has multiple identities and special meanings in terms of political, religious, historical and economic
dimensions. In the 1930s, Turkish Sinology was officially established and its initial purpose was to
study Turkic history through ancient Chinese classics, rather than China itself. This is obviously
different from European and American Sinology. The development history of the Sinology
Department of Ankara University is the epitome of Turkish Sinology in the 20th century. The
previous directors of the department of Sinology have made important contributions to the
development of Sinology. Tiirkiye’s Contemporary China Studies began to sprout during the Cold
War, but it did not achieve rapid and comprehensive development until the 21st century. In recent
years, Tiirkiye’s China Studies has been more prominent in its own position instead of Western-
centrism. At present, traditional Sinology and Contemporary China studies in Tiirkiye are in a state
of equal emphasis on development and mutual promotion: traditional Sinology has a lasting
attraction and has been developed iteratively in many universities, but we still cannot find an
academic school in this area; Contemporary China Studies in Tiirkiye is booming with more platforms
and achievements, and the research field is expected to expand. However, the comprehensive and
objective understanding of China needs to be further improved. This paper will firstly investigate the
development process of Turkish Sinology from its foundation to the present, and at the same time
analyze and evaluate the development achievements of Contemporary China studies in Tiirkiye, as
well as the characteristics of Turkish Sinology and Chinese studies.

Keywords: Sinology, Sinology in Tiirkiye, Modern China Studies, Development of China Studies in
Tiirkiye
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Extended summary

It has been more than 80 years since Sinology in Tiirkiye was officially established. Sinology began to
sprout during the Cold War, and has developed rapidly since the turn of the century. Through the
continuous efforts of several generations of scholars and the deepening of academic exchanges between
China and Tiirkiye, Sinology and Chinese studies have achieved fruitful results, and have distinctive
features that are closely related to Tiirkiye 's history and national conditions.

Tiirkiye is located at the intersection of Europe, Asia and Africa. For both the East and the West, it has
multiple identities and special meanings in terms of political, religious, historical and economic
dimensions. In the 1930s, Turkish Sinology was officially established and its initial purpose was to study
Turkic history through ancient Chinese classics, rather than China itself. This is obviously different from
European and American Sinology. The development history of the Sinology Department of Ankara
University is the epitome of Turkish Sinology in the 20th century. The previous directors of the
department of Sinology have made important contributions to the development of Sinology. Tiirkiye’s
Contemporary China Studies began to sprout during the Cold War, but it did not achieve rapid and
comprehensive development until the 21st century. In recent years, Tiirkiye’s China Studies has been
more prominent in its own position instead of Western-centrism. At present, traditional Sinology and
Contemporary China studies in Tiirkiye are in a state of equal emphasis on development and mutual
promotion: traditional Sinology has a lasting attraction and has been developed iteratively in many
universities, but we still cannot find an academic school in this area; Contemporary China Studies in
Tiirkiye is booming with more platforms and achievements, and the research field is expected to expand.
However, the comprehensive and objective understanding of China needs to be further improved.

First of all, from the perspective of the development of Sinology and China Studies, both of them were
inevitably limited to a certain extent at the beginning of their development. As far as Turkish Sinology
is concerned, its main purpose at the beginning of its establishment was to study Turkic history through
ancient Chinese classics and rebuild the national self-confidence of the Turks, rather than to study China
itself. Therefore, Sinology has become a tool for constructing the Turkish national historical view, which
has a far-reaching impact. For example, in 1997, Tiirkiye launched a "Turkish World History" research
project called “Project Exploration”, with the purpose of translating all the materials about the Xiongnu
and Turks in Chinese historical records into Turkish for the benefit of sinologists and historians.
Research and evaluation by scholars (Saritas, 2011). Therefore, Sinology has not escaped from the
stereotype of serving Turkic studies after decades of its establishment. Objectively speaking, this frame
limits the overall development of Turkish Sinology. As far as Sinology in Tiirkiye is concerned, it started
during the Cold War period, with a strong ideological color at the beginning, coupled with language and
geographical barriers, this period failed to produce works of great value.

Secondly, from the perspective of the research paradigm of Sinology and China Studies, Sinology was
initially influenced by German scholars, and was once influenced by the education model in Taiwan after
the Cold War; and China Studies used to look at China mainly through the Western thinking model until

Adres | Address
RumeliDE Dil ve Edebiyat Arastirmalar: Dergisi | RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies
e-posta: editor@rumelide.com | e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,
tel: +90 505 7958124 | phone: +90 505 7958124



RumeliDE Dil ve Edebiyat Arastirmalari Dergisi 2023.35 (Agustos)/ 1221

Geleneksel Sinoloji'den Cagdas Cin Arastirmalarina: Tiirkiye'deki Cin Aragtirmalarmin Gelisimi ve Ozellikleri / Li, T. & Gokeng
Giilez, S.

2010 gradually emphasize the country's position before and after. Specifically, Gabain and Eberhard
from Germany made important contributions to the establishment and development of Turkish
Sinology, enabling Turkish Sinology to reach the international level in a short period of time. Their
students have inherited German studies to a certain extent Paradigm.

Finally, from the point of view of the mutual relationship between Sinology and Chinese studies, the two
are in a state of equal emphasis on development and mutual promotion. Both Turkish scholars and
Chinese scholars believe that these two disciplines are still immature in Tiirkiye, and there is a big gap
compared with European and American sinology and Chinese studies, and there is no influential school
or genre yet. During the Cold War period, the development of Turkish Sinology was not deep enough,
and at the same time, the research on contemporary China gradually started. Objectively speaking,
Sinology at this time has not yet laid a solid foundation for Sinology. In today's Western academic circles,
especially in the American academic circles, social science research methods such as political science,
economics, and sociology are widely used in Sinology, and its academic influence has gained a certain
advantage over traditional Sinology.
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