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Abstract

This research dealt with the term social realism in the novel text labelled “Hataun Maks®id” by the Iraqi
writer and critic Muhammad Saber Obaid. Social realism is an approach in which the writer of poetry, prose
or theatre focuses on the economic, social and cultural problems of society and prioritises the employment
of literary products in the service of society. Social realism, as an artistic approach, offers techniques that
the writer, who sees himself as a responsible member of his society and humanity and who sees it as his duty
to make a positive contribution to finding solutions to its problems, can adapt to the text he is fictionalising.
The political, social and economic changes brought about by the current developments affecting the Arab
geography and the problems produced by these changes have also entered the the literature. In the early
21st century, the political turmoil in Iraq and Syria following the invasion of foreign powers paved the way
for the emergence of semi-political and semi-religious organisations such as ISIS. These and similar
formations have paved the way for the worsening of the situation in countries already struggling with
political, social and economic instability. The novel "Hataun Makstid", which is the subject of the study, has
determined the transformation of the political chaos that emerged in Iraq in such a turbulent period into a
crisis with its social and economic dimensions as the main theme. The study attempts to question the
elements of social realism in this novel through an analytical examination of the author's use of style and
artistic devices in promoting social realism to depict the reality of Iraq in crisis. The author relies on the
concept of realism in drawing a realistic historical narrative that documents a number of negative problems
and issues affecting Iraq in the fictional time and space of the novel. His novel has a high level of plausibility,
sweetness of style, beauty of language, good execution and eloquence of imagery. This proved that the
fictional text had to have the energy to fulfil its social task. In fact, the author, driven by a deep sense of
responsibility towards society and its members, not only reconstructs the plot he deals with in the fictional
realm, but also does so in a manner that resonates with social reality. In this context, the novelist may
occasionally be given flexibility to delve deeper into issues of reality rather than poetic discourse.
Muhammad Saber Obaid's literary awareness and commitment to his nation impose on him the task of
adapting to the reality of his homeland, Iraq, and portraying it in an objective, responsible manner in the
light of the struggle against occupation, injustice, corruption, occupation, and the absence of freedom,
justice, and equality. Through the characters in the novel, the author effectively illustrates the predicament
of Iraqi citizens facing a crisis that leads to migration to more developed countries, creating a dialectic
between homeland and statelessness. The author highlights the weakening of citizens’ sense of belonging to
their homeland, which is at the root of these social problems before ISIS entered Iraqi territory, and conveys
the message that social degeneration was widespread even before the invasion. He was able to reveal all the
negativities and hidden truths in his homeland without breaking his connection with reality. Throughout
the process of achieving these objectives, the author establishes a more solid foundation for the message he
wishes to convey to his interlocutors by incorporating the reader into the literary universe he has created,
which is inspired by reality. The research concluded that the use of theoretical and methodological
frameworks pertaining to the concept of realism proves to be efficacious when employed by the author in
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their novel. These frameworks significantly impact the portrayal of the Iraqi reality that the author aims to

construct within the fictional realm of the novel.
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