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ABSTRACT

The transformation of the Ottoman army brought about the modernization process that followed the example of
the West since the 18t century. During this process, the restructuring efforts of the army necessitated the use of
modern methods in the training of the Ottoman infantry. The increased contribution of the rifled infantry in combat
also increased the importance of firearms training. Drills were carried out regularly and frequently in order for the
Ottoman infantry to use their modern firearms correctly and effectively. Training activities were carried out based
on the principles of order and drills since the reign of Mahmud I, and they continued according to the French
methods until the Prussian school of thought was adopted during the reign of Abdulhamid II. During the reign of
Abdulhamid I, when the German influence was instrumental throughout the army, infantry training methods were
updated according to methods adapted from Germany. Infantry rifles were replaced with German Mauser rifles
during this period, and combat training for the Ottoman Army was carried out fully in line with the German
methods. Infantry training gained a significant theoretical infrastructure during the reign of Abdulhamid Il, and
with the opening of the Infantry Shooting School during the Second Constitutional Era, it received the support of
practical training opportunities. This study examines the establishment and functioning of the Infantry Shooting
School and its impact on the transfer from the Ottoman Empire over to the Republic of Trkiye.
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Introduction

The invention of firearms and their use in wars was one of the vital developments that
fundamentally changed the history of warfare. When developments in production techniques
paved the way for the widespread use of firearms, the structure of armies developed in parallel
with the use of these weapons.

Having firepower was considered an important advantage from the 15" century onwards,
however the states entered into a race to increase this power. Thanks to the momentum gained
in production, the Ottoman Empire was among the states that could meet the firearms needs
of its army. These weapons changed the traditional structure of the Ottoman army based on
light cavalry units, and allowed the artillery and infantry classes to come into prominence. The
firepower provided by the artillery and rifled infantry was one of the most important factors in
the expansion of the Ottoman area of dominance. The strong and war-ready army required to
hold onto and manage this area was the most important backbone of the state. A strong army
would guarantee the power and dominance of the state, the consequences of having a
weakness in the army were directly related to the future of the state. (Westwood, 2005, p. 3-4;
Agoston, 2011, p. 283-284)

The military and technological developments that started to occur in Europe in the 18" century
began to threaten the Ottoman power on the Western borders. When the Russian threat that
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emerged in the East and the disruptions in state administration were combined with territorial
losses, the Ottoman army began to experience an increasing loss of power against its Western
rivals. The Ottoman government had to take radical measures to prevent the loss of power and
to stop moving in a bad direction. Thus, the military innovations that formed the basis of
modernization in the Ottoman Empire began to be implemented. The efforts that were initially
initiated to improve certain classes, later focused on the establishment of a new army from the
reign of Selim Ill. The need for a disciplined and war-ready army was attempted to be
implemented with the new order called the Nizam-1 Cedid. In this order modeled after the French
army, it was essential for the infantry to use their rifles effectively. The efforts made to establish
regular training and discipline led to an emphasis on drills and order. Although the Nizam-i1 Cedid
attempt was unsuccessful, it was a critical step in terms of indicating that change was
inevitable. The radical changes implemented in the following periods enabled the Ottoman
soldiers to be trained with the modern training methods implemented by their Western rivals
and to be equipped with similar weaponry. The compulsory military service system, in which an
ordinary person was issued a rifle and prepared to defend the homeland, was also an important
factor in the implementation of modern military training. The routine procedures, which were
updated and followed according to periodic needs, aimed to ensure that the infantry worked in
a coordinated manner like cogs in a machine, and thus to increase the combat capability of the
Ottoman army. The German Military Mission, which began its duties during the reign of
Abdulhamid Il, ensured that this goal was reshaped in the vision of the German military system.
Thanks to the emphasis put on military training during this period, an institutional basis was
created for the Ottoman infantry to be trained with new rifles and new methods. The foundations
of practical training, which could not be established during the reign of Abdulhamid II, were also
laid with the work that began during the Second Constitutional Era. (BOA, C.HR., 22/1093
21.11.1211[18.05.1797]; A{DVNSNMH.d., 11/154 20.05.1249[01.08.1834]; C.HR., 176/8756
13.02.1252[30.05.1836]; HR.MKT., 540/97 28.10.1282[16.03.1866]; Y.MTV., 16/34 12.02.1302,
Yesil, 2011, p. 28-31; Yildiz, 2009)

This study examines the establishment, activities and impact of the Infantry Shooting School
(Piydde Endaht Mektebi in Ottoman Turkish), which was an important stage in the practical
shooting training of the Turkish infantry, on its transition to the Republic as the Infantry Shooting
School (Piyade Atis Okulu in modern Turkish). The focus of the study is to monitor the changes
experienced in military training during Ottoman modernization through the example of practical
shooting training. The purpose of the study is to analyze the formation of the modern military
training infrastructure in the Ottoman Empire, and the takeover of Ottoman institutions by the
Republican government through the example of the Infantry Shooting School. Although general
information is provided concerning the classes and weapons that are not included in the job
description of this school in order to ensure the integrity of the subject, they are excluded from
the study. The issue of institutionalization of firearms training during the Ottoman Empire period
is also examined in order to reveal the historical basis of the study. In addition to archives and
research, sources from the period were also used to support the bibliography of the study in
order to reveal the emphasis placed on the subject by the institutions of the Ottoman and
Republican periods.

The transformation of the infantry class in the Ottoman army and the
institutionalization of firearms training

In the establishment and development of the Ottoman army, the place of the infantry soldier
was secondary to the cavalry. In accordance with the Turkish military tradition, the Ottoman
military force, consisting of light cavalry units with high mobility, developed over time with the
addition of infantry and other classes.

A governing approach open to the transfer of technology and information enabled the Ottoman
army to develop with improvements inspired by its rivals and geographical heritage since its
establishment. The development of the army made it essential to update its organizational
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structure, and there were periods when the war doctrine was renewed. At the same time, the
war tools and equipment used were also diversified. The use of firearms in the Ottoman army
from the 15" century onwards made it so that the importance of rifle-wielding infantry gradually
increased. In the 16™ century, 80% of the Janissaries used rifles, and this rate gradually
increased. This unit, which derived its combat capability from an organizational structure that
prioritized discipline and training, was composed of the favorite soldiers of the Ottoman Empire,
which was a gunpowder empire. However, among the reasons for the loss of power experienced
in the Ottoman army, the deterioration of the structure of the Janissary Corps was at the top of
the list. The loss of power observed from the 18" century onwards caused the Ottoman army
to enter a process of change different from previous times. The weakened Ottoman power,
which had been suppressing the West until then, was attributed to the deterioration in the army,
and solutions were sought to correct the bad situation. It was thought that thanks to the reforms
to be made, the army would regain its former power and the state would increase its resistance
on the defensive line it had retreated to. (Agoston, 2006, p. 40-52; Nelson, 2010, p. 5-9; Kolgak,
2023, p. 75-78)

When it was realized that the initial determinations that the old order had to be reestablished in
order to return to the old days of glory were not met in practice, it was understood that more
comprehensive changes were needed. Starting from the reign of Selim lll, the idea that change
through temporary solutions was not possible was strengthened, and it was accepted that the
order had to be completely changed in order to improve the military order. The Nizam-1 Cedid
Army, which means new order, was established modeled after the French army. While the
soldiers of the new order prepared for war with an emphasis on order and training, the training
done with new rifles during this preparation also brought about the end of the order. The new
training method implemented drew the reaction of the traditionalists who were against the
change, and this reaction was expressed by putting forward the French methods. One of the key
reasons for the rebellion against the Nizam-1 Cedid was the necessity to use bayoneted rifles’
as the heathens do. The fact that the rebels had even noticed the relationship between rifles and
training indicated that the new training methods that were accepted were suitable for the
requirements of the time. Because the new methods aimed to ensure that the soldier used his
rifle as if it were his own limb, through frequent and regular repetition. (Oz, 2011, p. 43-44; Yesil,
2011, p. 33-34)

Although the Nizam-I Cedid attempt was unsuccessful, it shed light on the work to be done in
the following period, and formed the basis of these works. Hence, thanks to the determination
of Mahmud I, the Janissary Corps, which was a persistent obstacle to innovation as the
representative of the old order, was abolished and a new army was established. In the Muallem
Asakir-i Mansdre-i Muhammediye Army, which was based on the principles of order and training,
particular attention was paid to ensure that there was no element that would be a reminder of
the old order, the Janissaries. Training was key in the structure established for the Mansare
Army. However, the most fundamental shortcoming of the new army was the lack of educated
and qualified officers who could command this army, and ensure that change is established.
Egyptian and French officers provided guidance in the training of the Mansdre soldiers, who
would receive training similar to the training of the French infantry. The lack of skilled, competent
and technically knowledgeable officers led to the employment of foreign experts in the work
carried out, while laying the foundations of new training institutions to train officers with
contemporary methods. The establishment of the Imperial Military College, where the modern
military education curriculum was adopted, aimed to train educated and qualified Ottoman

1 [..] When they came to Sheikh al-Islam Effendi and said, “[...] We are being trained like heathens and given uniforms and bayoneted
rifles, and today, in the military training of the Nizam-i cedid, it is obvious that they play the drums like heathens, and using soldiers
with words like heathens in their training is an analogy, and it is against the holy hadith, and we do not harm a single person’s
property, honor or grains, and if we are against this order of the Sultan, will we be tyrants?” When Sheikh al-Islam Effendi said, “If
you act according to this statement of yours, you are not tyrants,” he said, “Give me the holy fatwa, sir,” and took the fatwa in their
hands. [..] (Beyhan, 2003, p. 130).
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officers and to teach modern methods to the soldiers through these officers. (Uyar&Erickson,
2014, p. 273-275; Karadas, 2016, p. 160; Celik, 2022, p. 180)

The new practices implemented from the reign of Mahmud Il onwards initiated the process of
the Ottoman army transforming into a form similar to its Western counterparts. Since every step
taken during this process was an innovation, it created an ever-increasing need for education
for it to be accepted and established. While the institutional infrastructure of military training
was developing, the written sources that would support this structure were also being adapted
from the French originals as required by the French methods followed. The number of sources
such as regulations, field manuals and instructions, examples of which were rarely seen in
previous periods, increased day by day. While Ottoman officers continued their education in
higher education institutions that provided modern education, the training of the infantry class,
which constituted the main force of the army, was also gradually institutionalized. The field
manuals, which were written texts that ensured the institutionalization of education and were
widely used in European armies, now explained Ottoman soldiers how to fight, that is, how to
use their rifles. The efforts to institutionalize military education during the reign of Mahmud |l
continued to increase in the following periods. (Hisrev Mehmed Pasha, 1250[1834/1835], p. 11-
12; Ziya Sakir, 1957, p. 16-18; Askeri Kaninnameler, 2007, p. 45-46; Celik, 2008, p. 89-93; Oz,
2021, p. 50-51)

As new military practices were implemented during the modernization process, a serious effort
emerged to learn and teach innovation. Foreign officers who guided military innovations were
assigned at every stage, aiming to achieve rapid and effective results in the transfer of
knowledge. However, it was of course not possible to manage the entire process. The need for
an implementing elite working under the guidance of foreign experts had to be met by Ottoman
officers trained in modern military education institutions. Indeed, from the first graduates of the
War College onwards, educated Ottoman officers became the natural executors of the
modernization movement. One of the most difficult processes for Ottoman officers was the
transition to the Compulsory Military Service System. The Conscription Law (Kura
Kanunnamesi), which was updated periodically from 1843 onwards, regulated military service
as a civic duty by determining the duration of military service. The new regulation foresaw the
recruitment of young men who had previously had no connection with military service and their
assignment to defend the homeland. In this form, the new military system made it necessary
for ordinary people to be trained in accordance with the requirements of war. Skills in using
weaponry, which constitute the basis for combat training, were also prioritized as training
subjects. (Heinzelmann, 2009, p. 141-143; Moreau, 2010, p. 14-15)

The recruits who left their villages and joined the barracks would first understand what military
service meant and then be trained to gain basic skills, especially how to use weapons. In the
Ottoman Empire, where the literacy rate was quite low, this process required a very difficult
struggle. While implementing the requirements of the French system, which was taken as a
model, was a problem in itself, training villagers as soldiers led to a more painful process. The
spread of innovation from Istanbul to the countryside during the Tanzimat Period transformed
army centers into educational institutions implementing the modern education system. While
the Tanzimat process ensured the spread of new military regulations, the Crimean War was an
important test in terms of understanding the results of the work carried out. While French
methods were taken as an example and implemented in the modernization of the Ottoman
army, the alliance made with France and Britain in the Crimean War revealed that the efforts
made were inadequate. The Ottoman army, which had deficiencies in terms of unity of
command, coordination and joint operations, also had serious deficiencies in terms of the new
war equipment displayed in this war. As the military superiority of the Allies was seen closely, it
was understood that the new technology weapons and ammunition they possessed had to be
procured. The purchases that began during the Crimean War enabled the Ottoman army to use
the first examples of modern firearms. Since the purchases of weapons and ammunition
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continued after the war, training for new weapons was also added as a new burden to the
training efforts. (Cadirci, 2008, p. 106-107; Aksan, 2017, p. 339; Unal, 2008, p. 18-19)

Starting from the Crimean War, modern rifles were being procured and used, and innovations in
this field were also being followed. American rifles, which became export products after the
American Civil War, made a significant contribution to meeting the Ottoman army’s need for
modern infantry rifles. The firepower and speed provided by these weapons were also important
in terms of understanding the contribution of new technology to war. The new weapons used
by Prussia first against Austria and then against France ensured the establishment of the
German Empire, while also enabling Ottoman officials to focus on these weapons. German
weapons, which entered the inventory with the reign of Abdulhamid 11, also became the symbol
of a new military system in the hands of the Ottoman soldiers. The military model based on the
French method, which was followed until the reign of Abdulhamid Il, was attempted to be
established through the employment of foreign experts and the training that Ottoman officers
received in France and the War College. The difference between the Kaehler Mission, which
began its duty in 1882, and the foreign experts who came in previous periods was that it would
implement a radical model that would be applied throughout the army. Due to the importance
the Sultan gave to military education, it was particularly desired that an officer specialized in this
field be included in the mission. Colmar Freiherr von der Goltz?, who later joined the Kaehler
Mission, came to Istanbul in 1883 as an officer recommended by the German authorities in the
field of military education. Assigned as the Inspector of Military Schools, Goltz was
distinguished from other German officers by his unique style and understanding of education.
Goltz, who did not look down on others but determined education methods in accordance with
Turkish culture, established close relations with Ottoman officers and was effective in
establishing the Prussian System in the Ottoman army. Goltz Pasha, who became the head of
the Kaehler Mission in 1885, rose to the rank of field marshal in the Ottoman Empire. With the
work he carried out during his first 15-year term of office, Goltz Pasha gained a special place in
the modernization of the Ottoman army and especially in the reorganization of military
education according to contemporary methods. The main reason for this situation was that
Pasha followed a realistic and experience-oriented path in officer training. In addition to the
changes, he made to the curriculum in accordance with the requirements of the war, Goltz
pioneered the publication of publications so that officers could share their experiences with their
colleagues. This situation allowed Ottoman officers and especially staff officers to write studies
on the intricacies of the military profession and thus the expansion of Ottoman military
literature. While Goltz Pasha was closely involved in the training of officers, another member of
the mission, Lois von Kampfhdvener?, focused on the organization and training of the infantry
class in the German system. Under the guidance of these two German officers, the new
structure of the Ottoman infantry began to take shape step by step. The training of the Ottoman
infantry, which constituted the main force in the renewed army organization under the guidance
of German officers, continued according to the Prussian model. The infantry training manuals,
which were prepared in accordance with the French training manuals in the previous periods,
were updated in the new period by taking the German Infantry Training Manuals as an example.
The importance of the instruction in terms of infantry training was that it determined the primary
duties of the infantry soldier and small units such as squads, companies, battalions, and that

2 Generalfeldmarschall Wilhelm Leopold Colmar Freiherr von der Goltz (1843-1916): German and Ottoman field marshal. He came
to Istanbul with the Kaehler Delegation. He worked intensively on officer training. His first assignment lasted 15 years. In addition
to his military duties, he also served as an aide-de-camp to the Sultan. After the declaration of the Second Constitutional Era, he was
invited back as an advisor. He died in Baghdad, where he was the Commander of the Ottoman 6th Army, on April 19, 1916. For
detailed information about Goltz Pasha, see: Kis, S. (2017). Osmanli'da Alman Ekoli Von der Goltz Pasa (1883-1895). Palet Yayinlari.

3 Generalleutnant Lois Karl Adolf von Kamphdvener (1843-1927): German General and Ottoman Field Marshal. He served in the
Ottoman army for 27 years after his arrival in Istanbul with the Kaehler Delegation. In this respect, he is the German officer who
stayed in Istanbul for the longest time. In addition to his military duties, he also served as an aide-de-camp to the Sultan. For detailed
information, see: Ozyiirek, M. (2022). Louis Von Kamphoevener'in Osmanli ordusunun modernlestirimesine yonelik faaliyetleri
(1882-1909). In Tiirk Askeri Egitim ve Ogretim Tarihi Sempozyumu Bildirileri 16-17 Eylil 2021. Milli Savunma Universitesi Yayinlari.
(pp. 141-154).
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these duties were written texts of the effort to create a natural reflex at the soldier and unit level
by repeating them frequently in a way that would ensure coordination with larger units. It was
vitally important that the instructions in these texts were repeated and established in regular
and frequent trainings in peacetime. Because, if this training was carried out correctly and the
deficiencies of the relevant people were completed, it meant that the entire army, starting with
soldiers, could carry out its duties without difficulty in wartime. (BOA, Y.MTV,, 82/114
28.02.1311[10.09.1893], Y.MTV,, 171/54 13.08.1315[07.01.1898]; Y.MTV., 178/2
17.01.1316[07.06.1898]; Alkan, 2006, p. 157-160; Ortayli, 1998; Tirkmen, 2022)

In addition to the updates made to the general principles of infantry training, changes were also
made to the rifles to be used in training and combat. The modern infantry rifles of French,
Belgian, British and American origin, which entered the inventory after the Crimean War, began
to be replaced with Mauser infantry rifles purchased from Germany during the reign of
Abdulhamid II. The Mauser rifles used by the German army were famous for their superior
technology at the time, and unlike the rifles in the Ottoman army, they were not single-shot but
repeating rifles. In this respect, Mauser rifles significantly increased the firepower of the
Ottoman infantry. Since the infantry's basic duty in combat was to use their rifles quickly and
accurately, the most important factor affecting this ability was the features of the rifle in their
hands. The fact that the Ottoman army decided on a single diameter and model instead of using
different rifles of various diameters and models was also an important development in terms of
standardization. In particular, the fixing of the ammunition diameter to 7.65 mm was an
advantageous situation in terms of logistics and support services. The Mauser rifles that began
to be purchased in 1887 were distributed to all armies starting from the center. In addition to
the Mauser rifles, infantry weapons such as machine guns, pistols and hand grenades were also
imported from Germany. (HR.ID., 1147/9 06.01.1887; Y.MTV., 26/79 14.09.1304[06.06.1887];
Y PRK.ASK., 54/2327.07.1306[29.03.1889]; Y.MTV.,41/110 15.05.1307[07.01.1890]; Seel, 1981,
p. 976-984; Tirk, 2012, p. 21-24)

Every new weapon procured for the Ottoman army was also a sign of an intensive training
process. Within this framework, studies were initiated for the correct and effective use of
Mauser rifles, the main combat weapon of the infantry. As in German infantry manuals and
infantry training materials, translations were initially made from German guides and manuals
for the use of the new rifles. These sources, which provided detailed information for the soldier
to know his weapon, use it as required on the battlefield and preserve it meticulously, were the
most fundamental foundations of the theoretical part of infantry training. Studies prepared by
Ottoman officers specialized in this field were later added to these publications prepared under
the leadership of German officers. The selection, preparation and distribution of the sources to
the relevant places were closely monitored by all authorities, especially the Palace. It was aimed
to increase the number of publications by encouraging and rewarding Turkish and German
officers working in this field. With the increase in the sources used for the information and
documents used in the training of the soldier with the new weapons, the foundations of a highly
detailed literature in theoretical terms were also laid. The training materials, which were
previously translated from French and used, were now being translated from examples in
Germany. When translating texts such as the Field manual and Instructions, particular attention
was paid to make changes that were appropriate to the sensitivities of the Turkish soldier - in
Goltz Pasha's words, the Turkish method of warfare. The supply of educational materials, which
continued for a while with translations, continued with the addition of texts written by Ottoman
officers in this field. Thanks to copyrighted and translated publications, written sources that
could guide users and instructors on the use, maintenance and preservation of firearms
increased considerably during this period. (BOA, 1.AS., 530/22143 28.11.1293[15.12.1876];
Y.MTV, 131/25,16.05.1313; Y.PRK. ASK,, 153/20 08.03.1317[17.07.1889]; BOA, Y.MTV., 53/13,
03.01.1309[09.08.1891]; Y.MTV., 78/14, 02.11.1310[18.05.1893]; Y.MTV., 171/54, 13.08.1315;
Y PRK.ASK.,, 226/101, 29.12.1322[06.03.1905]; Tlrkmen, 2022)



ODUSOBIAD

1392

Some of the works prepared for the purpose of recognizing firearms during the reign of
Abdulhamid Il are shown in the table below (Table 1).

Table 1 Some the works published about Ottoman firearms during the reign of Abdulhamid |l

Writer Name Publication Place Date
Ahmed Refik ve Fenn-iEsliha Mekteb-i FUnan-i Harbiye-i 1300
Bekir Sidki Sahane Matba'asi
Mahmud Sevket Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i  Findn-  Harbiye-i 1302
Sahane Matba'asi
Bronzart Friedrich Mavzer Usllinde Mikerrer Atesli  Istanbul, Matba'a-i Osmaniye 1304
von Schellendorf Tufenkler (Mit. Hayri)
Ahmed Muhtar ve Killiyat-1 Fenn-i Esliha |11 Karabet Matba'asi 1306
Sevki
UsGki Endaht, Kism-1 Evvel Esliha-i Istanbul 1308
Hafife (MUt. Osman Hayri)
Mahmud Sevket Asakir-i sahanenin Piyade Sinfina Istanbul, Mekteb-i FinGn-1 1888
MahsUs 87 Modeli Mukerrer Atesli  Harbiye-i Sahéne Matba'asl
Mavzer Tifengi
Mahmud Sevket Mukerrer Atesli Tlfenkler Istanbul, Karabet Matba'asi 1308
Mehmed Lutfi Esliha-i Osmaniye MUuhendishane-i Berri-i Himayun 1309
Matba'asi
Mahmud Sevket Kiguk Capl Mavzer Tifenkleri Istanbul, Matba'a-i Orhaniye 1311
Hasan Tahsin Rehber-i Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i Funan-i Harbiye-i 1313
Sahane Matba'asi
Mahmud Sevket Kigtk Capli Mavzer Tufenklerine Istanbul, Matba'a-i Osmaniye 1321
Mahsus Atlas
Subhf ve Néci Rehber-i Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i FUnan-i Harbiye-i 1323

Sahane Matba'asi

During the reign of Abdulhamid Il, the Ottoman army, which transitioned to the Prussian school
of thought, also gained an institutional structure in terms of educational infrastructure with the
guidance of the German Reform Board. Ottoman officers who graduated from the Military
college, which is considered one of the most important examples of the modern education
system, were ready to transfer the knowledge they gained to the Ottoman soldiers. These
officers had a natural zeal to transform military service into a profession that could be pursued
through scientific methods. The breakdown of the traditional master-apprentice relationship
also paved the way for educated officers to have a say in the administration of the army and the
country. However, despite all efforts, it was not possible for the Ottoman army to provide
practical training at the unit level. While the Sultan's personal preferences ensured that
education rose to a contemporary level, they prevented this theoretical knowledge from being
learned in practice. Due to the Sultan's attitude, large units were not allowed to conduct practical
training such as maneuvers and drills, and the use of firearms was limited outside of test and
school training. The insistence of the German Mission and especially Goltz Pasha on this issue
was also fruitless. Although Goltz Pasha made several attempts for practical training of officer
and staff officer candidates, these remained as exceptions and could not be generalized. Similar
to Goltz's demands and complaints, Kamphovener Pasha also occasionally voiced the
deficiencies in the training of infantry soldiers and especially requested that firearms training be
carried out practically, but he was unsuccessful. (BOA, MB.I, 127/11 06.11.1300[08.09.1883];
MB.I, 127/13 07.11.1300[09.09.1883]; MTV., 46/141 29.04.1308[12.12.1890]; Y.MTV., 51/31
11.11.1308[18.06.1891]; Y.PRK.ASK,, 74/58 05.01.1309[21.08.1891]; Kara, 2016, p. 551-564;
Manav, 2017, p. 240-260; Ates, 2022, p. 115-118)

As a staff officer who was keen to share his experiences with his colleagues, Goltz Pasha wrote
about these experiences from the early stages of his career. While conveying his impressions
of the wars that were critical to the establishment of German unity and sharing his thoughts on
the principles of the military profession, he also drew attention to the importance of practical
training. The point that Goltz insistently emphasized was that the requirements of war should
be taken into consideration in the preparations to be made for the army to prepare for war,
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starting with the officers. Pasha's advice was that subjects not directly related to military service
should not be included in the training and that untested theoretical information should not be
included in the curriculum. He considered it necessary to prepare for war, which was an
extraordinary process that challenged all conditions and possibilities, to frequently repeat the
learned information with scenarios closest to combat conditions and to make it a reflex. In an
observation he made about the pre-Napoleonic period, Goltz complained that German officers
had turned the military profession into a kind of philosophy, and emphasized how dangerous
the consequences of this situation were. (Goltz, 1328[1910/1911], p. 20-21)

Goltz Pasha stated that his insistence on reinforcing theoretical knowledge with practical
training had not found a response in his work for the Ottoman army:

Sultan Hamid had prepared only a great deal of weapons and ammunition. These constituted the
minimum requirements of an army and could not organize and supply the forces that the Ottoman
government needed. Just as the Sultan had made a mistake in thinking that he would benefit from
the first move and initiative in case of need, he had also made a mistake in thinking that he would
ensure success in battle by merely giving the men good weapons. The training and education of
the soldiers, although they are of great importance in current battles, were not taken into
consideration. Maneuvers and combat drills were not performed, and very little was done with
blank shooting drills. The men who were not taken out of the barracks could only engage in initial
drills. (Golg Pasha, 1332[1913/1914], p 9)

The lack of practical training that led to the criticism of Goltz and other experts - especially the
limited shooting training to be given with firearms - caused the infantry training that was
reorganized with a modern understanding to remain at a theoretical level. Although the studies
conducted in this field provided a serious literature and a cadre of expert officers, experience
and the practical training that led to this were necessary for weapons training to be done
properly. The remaining part of firearms training could only be started after the re-declaration of
the Constitutional Monarchy. In addition to maneuvers and drills during the Constitutional
Monarchy period, the establishment of shooting schools for classes was also among the
practices implemented. (C:AS., 530/22143 28.11.1293[15.12.1876], Y. MTV, 16/15
12.01.1302[01.11.1884]; Y.MTV., 131/25, 16.05.1313[04.11.1895])

One of the important steps of the practical training activities that were implemented after the
dethronement of Abdulhamid Il was the Infantry Shooting School, which was opened for the
firearms training of the infantry class. This school would have an intensive course program that
aimed to provide theoretical and practical training in infantry weapons to infantry officers and
then to go to the continent, thus enabling the officers commanding the soldiers to increase their
experience in infantry weapons and guide their soldiers.

Establishment of the Infantry Shooting School

During the reign of Abdulhamid Il, the Ottoman army was reorganized in accordance with the
Prussian school of thought under the guidance of German experts. During this period, a serious
educational infrastructure was also created during the transformation of the army in terms of
doctrine, organization and equipment.

The military wing of the Union and Progress Party, which was influential in the declaration of the
Second Constitutional Era, consisted of officers who had been educated in modern educational
institutions and had adopted the Prussian System in particular. Some of these officers, such as
Mahmud Sevket Pasha, who was more senior than these officers and also commanded the
Action Army, had been in Goltz Pasha’s close circle. While Mahmud Sevket Pasha continued his
professional career as an officer specializing in firearms, he had worked on the inspection of
weapons purchased from Germany and had spent two promotion periods at the Mauser Rifle
Factory in Oberndorf. The good relations that the Pasha had established with the Germans, and
especially with Goltz Pasha, played an important role in the continuation of German influence
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during the Second Constitutional Era. After they came to power, Goltz Pasha’s students,
following his advice, tried to reconsider Ottoman military education with practical training that
would increase experience. Goltz Pasha, who was invited back to Istanbul during this period,
frequently expressed his satisfaction with the efforts of the young officers and the
implementation of his recommendations. The Second Constitutional Era, when maneuvers and
exercises began to be carried out at the army level, was a period in which the practical aspect
of military training developed. (BOA, I.TAL, 63/1, 02.04.1312[03.10.1894]; BEO, 490/3697,
07.04.1312[08.10.1894]; I.TAL, 284/74, 06.06.1320[10.10.1902]; I.AS, 89/42, 11.08.1327
[28.08.1909]; Pertev, 1326[1908-1909], p. 2-4; Pertev, 1328[1909-1910], p. 3-5; Yakut, 1998, p. 17;
Gencer, 2003, p. 60-62)

The Infantry Shooting School, which was planned as a training center for infantry officers and
was expected to provide theoretical and practical training in infantry weapons, was opened
approximately one and a half years after the declaration of the Second Constitutional Era. The
purpose of establishing the school was to strengthen theoretical military training in practice. In
order for Ottoman soldiers equipped with modern infantry weapons to use these weapons
correctly and effectively, they had to be familiar with the weapons. Although training activities
had been ongoing for years both at the Military College and on the continent to introduce rifles,
pistols, machine guns and similar infantry weapons, it was not possible to complete the training
process without shooting a weapon. The Sultan's attitude towards the use of weapons at the
unit level, limited to ammunition savings and safety measures, planned to be increased starting
with officers through the Shooting School. Similar shooting schools to this school established
for infantry training were also opened for the artillery class. Both artillery officers and battery
personnel would be trained in these schools, known as the Heavy Artillery Shooting School and
the Field Artillery Shooting School. (BOA, I.AS., 90/38, 20.08.1327[06.09.1909]; BEO, 928/36,
02.06.1328[15.08.1912]; MV, 153/18, 10.06.1329[08.06.1911]; Efe, 2021, p. 426-432)

Following the work that began in the days following the deposition of Abdulhamid II, it was
decided that the Shooting School would be established in Maltepe. As part of the preparations
for the expropriation of suitable land, state-owned lands were transferred to the school and
those belonging to individuals were expropriated by the Municipality. A building belonging to the
Sultan in Kagithane was allocated to the Shooting School to be used for organization and other
preparations until the construction work was completed. Although there were some setbacks
during the expropriation and construction process, the school was opened in the Maltepe district
of Istanbul on November 5, 1909, after a preparation phase that could be considered rapid.
Although it was moved to its new location in Sodanlik (Kartal) a year later, its known name
remained Maltepe Shooting School. Lieutenant colonel von Birn, who was appointed as the
director of the school, which would operate under the Infantry Schools Inspectorate in
accordance with the regulations, was a German officer who came to Istanbul as a teacher-
officer and was an expert in infantry training and the use of firearms. Von Birn, who also had
works on shooting training, was brought to the directorate with the aim of both benefiting from
his experience and establishing the theoretical infrastructure created in the German System with
the practical aspect of the same system.( BOA, MB.I, 136/77, 20.08.1327[06.09.1909]; I.AS,,
90/9, 03.08.1327 [20.08.1909]; SD, 654/31, 26.05.1329[25.05.1911])

Ali Mimtéaz, the Chief of the Staff, who translated one of the works of von Birn, based on the
work's overlapping with the Expeditional Law (Seferiye Kanunnamesi), emphasized the
importance of the author with the following statement.

[..]JHere, | congratulate the author of this small book, which contains all these important points in
the training and education of infantry and cavalry from both the point of view of the end and the
battle, in a very practical and concise manner, and | conclude my words by reiterating once again
the fact that the aim of us Ottoman officers, which is to restore the former glory and honor of the
Ottoman flag and the Ottoman army and to see this country always be an instrument of victory, is
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possible only by preparing ourselves and our troops in accordance with the necessities of battle,
not by occupying ourselves with secondary training and parades. (Fon Birn, n.d., p. 3)

These statements, in which Ali Mimtaz emphasized the importance of Von Birn's work, also
reflected the perspective of the period on military education. In another work, Von Birn
emphasized that training should be provided to prepare for war, and that the defense of the
Ottoman homeland was possible through this, and pointed out the new meanings attributed to
the homeland and military service:

In the battles of our time, fire management is primarily entrusted to platoon commanders, but in
some cases it is also transferred to the control of the unit commanders themselves. However, unit
commanders who acquire sufficient knowledge about ballistics and are able to apply this
knowledge in practice can be successful in managing the fire of their own units in a manner
appropriate to the conditions of war. My aim in writing this work is to train officers in these essential
duties. (Fon Birn, 1326[1908/1909], p. i)

The program of the Infantry Shooting School detailed the training of trainees individually and
together so that the infantry class, which would play the most critical role in the defense of the
homeland in terms of its current status and war doctrine, could use the weapons it possessed
effectively. When determining the staff of the Shooting School, care was taken to ensure that
this staff had a structure that was in line with the training objectives. The main duty of the entire
command staff, starting from the school director and ending with the company commanders,
was to work to ensure that the shooting training was carried out in accordance with the
program. The commander, assistant commander, company commanders and officers in the
school on temporary duty were primarily responsible for the duties described in the service
program. The officers to be accepted to the school as trainees were selected in such a way that
one captain from each infantry brigade, one lieutenant from each infantry regiment, one captain
from each cavalry brigade and one lieutenant from each cavalry regiment. In addition, if the
Ministry of War deemed it necessary, a separate training period could be opened for reserve or
reserve officers. Since the training program was based on the recognition of infantry weapons,
training on weapons was a priority. Lessons and conferences introducing weapons were
conducted by the main staff of the school. Shooting training was given after the weapons were
recognized. The Shooting Ranges Command was responsible for the disciplined and safe
continuation of shooting training. The duty of this unit was to make preliminary preparations for
proper shooting, to complete the physical requirements of the shooting areas and to mark the
ranges in accordance with the shooting procedures taught to the shooters. The most important
issue to be considered in the ranges was to take the necessary safety precautions correctly in
order not to cause any accidents. (Piyade Endaht Mektebi Hidmet Programi, 1327[1909/1910],
p. 5-6; Efe, 2021, p. 430-431)

Since the basis of the training provided at the Shooting School was shooting, the school was
based on two courses. In both of these shooting types, called training shooting and combat
shooting, weapons were fired. Training shooting taught the use of infantry weapons such as
rifles, machine guns and pistols. In addition to shooting with Ottoman squad weapons, lessons
were also conducted with these weapons in order to get to know the weapons used in other
armies. Combat shooting, on the other hand, aimed to enable the use of the weapons in question
under combat conditions and to ensure the coordination of the fire carried out with trainings
given at the individual, squad, team and company levels. Another difference between the two
shooting trainings was that combat shooting was carried out according to combat scenarios.
In addition to the shooting trainings carried out with rifles, attaching bayonets to rifles and
neutralizing the enemy with bayonets were also among the trainings given to the soldiers. Unlike
soldiers, pistol shooting training was also included in the program for officers and non-
commissioned officers. Preparation, safety and results were three important points to be
considered in the trainings carried out. The preparation phase was the preparation of targets
and their placement, making the terrain suitable for the scenario if any, and determining the
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personnel on duty. Since real bullets were used in the training, it was very important to take
safety precautions. Since the loaded guns were in the hands of the soldiers, officers and non-
commissioned officers were responsible for taking the necessary precautions in order to
prevent any accidents. Due to the importance given to shooting safety, doctors from the Medical
College gave training conferences for the first intervention in case of minor or major accidents
that might occur in the trainings. The last and most important issue, the result, meant keeping
records of the hit rates in the shots and the records of these rates between the personnel and
the unit. Shooting records and net lists were the books where the records in question were kept.
These records not only ensured that the success of the shooting training was monitored but
also were necessary records for repeating the shooting training of the unsuccessful soldiers
and units. The duty of repeating the training of the unsuccessful trainees, who were called bad
marksmen, was given to each officer at each level, from the assistant of the school commander
to the company commanders. (Piyade Endaht Mektebi Hidmet Programi, 1327[1909/1910], p.
12; Fon Birn, 1326[1908/1909], p. 3-4; Mehmed Bedi'i, 1328[1910/1911], p. 3-4)

The school curriculum also included routine training according to the duties undertaken by the
infantry in war and peace. Of these trainings, which were listed in detail in the Turkish and
German Infantry Field Manuals, the trainings that were essential for shooting training were those
that provided conditioning and mastery of the terrain. For this reason, gymnastic movements
and similar physical training methods were included in the training program to prepare the body
for training. In order to ensure mastery of the terrain, training was given, primarily in recognizing
the terrain, as well as in the construction of fortifications and trenches, and also in the
preparation of the trenches used by the hunter soldier. Condition and mastery of the terrain were
really important for the infantry who had to reach their target on foot. When the obstacles arising
from the terrain conditions were added to the physical difficulties encountered during long
marches, it was only possible for the soldier's body to get used to these difficulties through
training. (Piyade Endaht Mektebi Hidmet Programi, 1327[1909/1910], p. 13)

Although the staff responsible for the training carried out in accordance with the program was
renewed from time to time, no change was made in the purpose of the school's establishment
and program. Since it was an unchanging policy for the Ottoman administration to closely follow
the changes in the military field, developments concerning the Shooting School were also
closely monitored. Sending personnel to respective countries to learn about new weapons and
procedures was a preferred method. The most interesting example of this situation was the use
of machine guns, which were now accepted as infantry weapons in European armies, in the
Ottoman army as infantry weapons. The fact that personnel specialized in this field were sent
to familiarize themselves with the new machine guns used in Germany and Austria and that
training on these weapons began at the Shooting School later indicated that the school was
working in accordance with its founding purpose. Mehmed Arif Bey*, one of the prominent
names in the Ottoman army in the use of machine guns, was assigned to the Shooting School
to share his training and experience in this field with his colleagues. Mehmed Arif Bey later
published his knowledge of the use of machine guns as infantry weapons and his experiences
on this subject, especially during the Balkan War.( BEO, 3778/283334,05.07.1328[13.07.1910];
HR.TH, 374/83, 11.04.1909; HR.SFR.3.,621/25, 18.07.1910; HR.SFR.1., 157/98, 28.12.1910;
Omer Fevzi, 1326[1908/1909; Mehmed Arif, 1327[1909/1910]; Mehmed Arif 1329[1911], p. 5-6;
Taskaya, 2016; Bayindir, 2023)

The Infantry Shooting School, with its staff and internal operations being rearranged from time
to time, provided service with an intensive program until 1914. With the beginning of World War
, the school began to train Infantry Reserve Officers. This was a precaution to meet the potential
need for officers during the war. Although each class had its own technical requirements, those
with higher education and police officers were the infantry class' preferences for reserve

4 Colonel Mehmet Arif Bey, Turkish soldier. Also known as Ayici Arif. For detailed information about Mehmet Arif Bey, see: Eroglu,
N. (2014). Ayici Arif Atattirk'in okul ve silah arkadasi Miralay Mehmed Arif Bey hayati konusmalari ve eseri. Yeditepe Yayinevi.
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officers. The school, which continued to train reserve officers during the war, suspended
education due to the occupation that followed the signing of the armistice. (BOA, i.HB., 115/7
11.06.1330[28.05.1912]; ihtiyat Zabitani Kanunu, 1329[1911], p. 1-12; ihtiyat Zabiti Namzetlerine
MahsUs Ta'limatname, 1332[1913/1914], p. 2-22; Besikgi, 2013, p. 58-61)

Transferring the Infantry Shooting (Endaht) School to the Republic, and the
establishment of the Infantry Shooting School

The outbreak of World War | marked the beginning of a difficult period of struggle for the
Ottoman Empire. While the political and social tension caused by the defeat in the Balkan Wars
had not yet subsided, being on the brink of a new and all-out war required new measures.

Although different possibilities were considered, the point reached in Turkish-German relations
gave birth to the Ottoman-German Alliance in World War I. All of the Ottoman armed forces
participating in the war were organized according to German military principles, and with the
arrival of the Sanders Mission, which began its duty in 1913, German officers assumed duties
at the level of army commander. Throughout the war, and especially since 1915, due to the
unification of the command in the German General Staff, German influence continued to
increase on all fronts and in Ottoman units. (Semiz&Akdag, 2011; Uyar, 2019, p. 28-32; Alkan,
2020, p. 845-847)

During the Balkan Wars, the Infantry Shooting School, which also served for purposes other than
accommodation of immigrants and wounded, was used as a Reserve Officer Training Ground
from 1914. The school, which was used for services other than its primary duties throughout
the war, was remembered for the contact established with Ankara during the Armistice Period.
The activities of Infantry Major Yenibahceli Stkrl Bey, who was the director of the Infantry
Shooting School, were the most important reason for this situation. Stkrii Bey was an important
part of the secret activities carried out during the Armistice Period for the transfer of personnel,
materials and intelligence from Istanbul to Anatolia. Stkri Bey and the officers in his staff were
especially tasked with organizing the transitions from the Uskidar-Adapazari line to Anatolia.
Since shooting and similar military training activities could not be carried out outside of the
secret activities of the command echelon, the Shooting School remained idle during the
Armistice Period. (ATASE, BH, 196/32/11, 26.11.1912; BH, 353/2/14, 15.10.1912; BH, 49/4/31,
18.12.1912; BH, 262/304/26, 09.06.1913; ATASE, ISH, 29/0/69; 27.07.1335; ISH, 58/0/62,
14.02.1336; ATASE, ATA 7B, 29/0/83, 03.04.1920, ATA 7B, 29/0/93, 06.04.1920; ATA 7B,
29/0/94,07.04.1920; ATA ZB, 29/0/136, 29.04.1920; BCA, 11/39/12, 28.05.1930; BCA, 19/30/3,
16.05.1931; BCA, 38/59/5, 20.08.1933)

When the War of Independence ended and the Republic of Tirkiye was founded, a new
organization was started based on the military legacy of the Ottoman Empire. The staff that
continued to fight against enemy occupation had emerged from the approximately 10-year-long
war with serious experience and knowledge. The high command level of the Turkish Armed
Forces, led by Ataturk, agreed to use this experience to reorganize the Turkish army in line with
contemporary methods. This agreement also led to a review of military education. The ongoing
work in the Prussian System continued with the relocation of some military facilities and
institutions to the Ankara area. The Infantry Shooting (Endaht) School, which was moved to the
Gulsuyu district in 1919, was among the educational institutions affected by the change. The
school, which resumed its activities on October 6, 1923, continued to provide shooting courses
for infantry officers, taking into account their World War | experience. With the arrangements
made in the program, practical training in new weapons and equipment continued. Since
German officers were reemployed during this process, the Shooting (Endaht) School also
included German officers in its staff. The name of the school was changed to Infantry Shooting
School in 1928, and it was decided to move it to Cankiri in 1941. (Ates, 2024, p.40-41; Kara
Kuvvetleri Komutanlgy, t.y.)
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After agreeing on transferring the school, construction of the range and other buildings in Cankiri
began. After the transfer, which was completed in seven stages on May 9, 1941, the school
began education on May 10, 1941. After this date, construction and expropriation work
continued to complete the school's deficiencies. In his statements to the relevant parties and
the public on the occasion of the openings, Staff Brigadier Ziya Kayan, who was in command of
the school, stated that the historical mission of the school would continue in Gankiri, while also
pointing out the school's contributions to Cankiri. Initially, the school provided only shooting
training for infantry officers, and its expansion to provide services to non-commissioned officers
and personnel of other classes revitalized social and economic life in Cankiri. In addition, military
units in the vicinity began to benefit from the facilities of the Infantry Shooting School. (BCA,
95/63/1, 15.07.1941; 103/80/11, 26.10.1943; 104/4/14, 21.12.1943; 110/24/2, 28.03.1946,
Ates, 2024, p. 39)

The Shooting School, which continued its routine activities during World War II, was updated in
terms of curriculum and equipment in accordance with the new situation that emerged after the
war. The close relationship established between Turkiye and the USA and the start of American
aid to Turkiye were important reasons for this situation. Since the change that started in the
Turkish army with the inauguration of the he Joint American Military Mission for Aid to Turkiye
also affected the Shooting School, educational activities in line with World War Il experiences
and the American system were initiated. The activities of the school were closely followed by
the American Military Mission and the progress was monitored by visiting from time to time.
The capabilities of the school were also inspected by the government and military authorities
on various occasions. President ismet inonii expressed his satisfaction during the highest level
visit he made, and the same satisfaction was expressed by President Celal Bayar in the following
period. The Shooting School, where foreign trainees also received training from time to time,
became one of the important training centers of the Turkish Armed Forces in time. The
satisfaction with the school's work continued to be frequently expressed by Turkish and foreign
visitors at graduation ceremonies and organized programs. (DIiB, 8226/53616/17, 02.06.1941,
Celep, 2020, p. 3)

After moving to Gankiri, the Infantry Shooting School, whose curriculum was enriched and
whose scope expanded, entered a new era in 1946 when it was renamed the Infantry School.
From this date on, the Infantry School, which became a classroom school, continued its
activities in Cankiri until 1966. In 1966, the school was moved to Tuzla and housed in the
facilities that are still in use today. In addition to its main area of activity in Cankiri between 1941
and 1966, the school was also used for various courses and trainings. Among the training
activities that expanded considerably after it became an Infantry School, the Guerrilla Course,
which was carried out under the supervision of American officers, was the most well-known. A
Guerrilla Section was opened within the Infantry School, which was initiated as part of Turkiye's
preparations against the Soviet threat. Turkish officers who attended the first course, which
opened between June 1, 1949 and October 30, 1949, received guerrilla training under the
command of American Lieutenant Colonel Francois d’Eliscu. The Allies’ expectations from
Turkiye were to lure the enemy into mountainous terrain within the country in anticipation of a
Soviet attack from the East and to provide the ability to wear them down and slow them down
with guerrilla/commando tactics. As can be seen in the Guerrilla Course example, the activities
of the Infantry School were rearranged according to the conditions of the Cold War. The
guidance of American experts in this area continued for many years. (Cifci, 2022, p. 383-406;
Ates, 2024, p. 47,104)

After the Infantry Shooting School moved to Cankiri, the effects of war and the threat of
imminent war were felt in the training it provided. The experiences of World War |, which were
transferred from the Infantry Shooting (Endaht) School, were continued in education and
training by adding the experiences of World War Il and the arrangements for the precautions
required by the Cold War. The important contribution of the Infantry Shooting School to the
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Turkish Army was the learning of new technology, weapons and ammunition, and the lessons
learned from the wars based on these experiences.

Conclusion

Training the army for the requirements of modern warfare has been an intensive process since
the last century of the Ottoman Empire. This process, which began with learning new
technologies and methods used by rival armies, also brought with it different elements of
training.

The transformation that the Ottoman army went through since the reign of Mahmud Il was
based on learning from the West and implementing innovations. Order and training were the
two main principles of military modernization and were the main targets in the following periods.
The alliance with France and Britain in the Crimean War enabled the Ottoman administration to
become closely acquainted with the principles and physical elements of modern warfare. With
this war, emphasis was placed on purchasing new weapons for the modernization of the army,
while the application of French military methods continued. Modern warfare, which increased
the importance of the infantry, required that infantry training be continued in accordance with
this importance. Within the scope of the modernization efforts that continued until the reign of
Abdulhamid I, French methods were taken as the basis for the training of the infantry class,
which constituted the main strength of the army. The closeness that developed with Germany
during this period and, of course, the victories that Germany won against France ensured that
the Prussian System was taken as a model for the Ottoman army. Under the guidance of the
military delegation that arrived in 1882 and thanks to the works carried out much more
intensively than in previous periods, the Ottoman army was reorganized according to German
military methods. While these works were ongoing, German infantry rifles were also imported
and the modern infantry rifles in the Ottoman inventory were diversified. When German rifles
were accepted as staff weapons, the infantry's weapons training continued with these weapons.

During the reign of Abdulhamid II, while modern military education gained a serious theoretical
infrastructure, the desired level of practical training at the unit level could not be reached. Despite
all the insistence of Goltz Pasha, who was the head of the modernization work in military
educational institutions and the German Military Council, and other German officers, practical
training could not be started. The Sultan's concern about weapons training at the unit level was
the most important reason for this situation. Shooting training, which had been lacking since
the Second Constitutional Era, was able to be started. The Infantry Shooting (Endaht) School
was opened in 1909 as a pioneering training center for practical firearms training of the infantry
class. While shooting training was given to infantry officers who would command the Ottoman
infantry at this center, combat training of the infantry was also continued. The Shooting School,
which followed an intensive training program until World War |, began to be used as the Reserve
Officer School with the outbreak of war in 1914. The school, which remained idle during the
Armistice Period, was among the institutions transferred to the Republic of TUrkiye after the War
of Independence was won. Returning to its original form from the early years of the Republic,
Shooting (Endaht) School was renamed the Infantry Shooting School in 1928. This school,
where shooting courses were given to infantry officers, was moved to Cankiri in 1941. The
Shooting School, where shooting training was continued until 1946, was expanded in scope and
transformed into an Infantry School on this date.

The Infantry Shooting School, which was an important turning point in the training of the Turkish
army'’s infantry class, was an important center in terms of increasing weapon knowledge and
shooting skills during the Ottoman and Republican periods. It especially contributed to the fact
that infantry officers were able to get to know the weapons closely and guide the soldiers they
would command in using these weapons. The Infantry Shooting School, which was a product
of the modernization efforts initiated in the Ottoman Empire, continued to provide service after
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being reorganized in accordance with the policies of the Republican period. This center, which
provided shooting courses for Turkish officers, also formed the basis of the Infantry School, the
most important class school of the Turkish Armed Forces.

The Infantry Shooting School, where the historical course of the military heritage from the
Empire to the Republic is clearly traced, has also become one of the important examples of the
principle of continuity in the Turkish army. The change from the Infantry Shooting (Endaht)
School to the Infantry Shooting School and finally to the Infantry School - also when considered
in terms of the ability to adapt to new conditions and acceptances - constitutes a starting point
from which the changes that will occur in the future can be evaluated and predicted.
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Inceleme Makalesi Acik Erisim

Osmanl imparatorlugu’'ndan Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’'ne Piyade Endaht
Mektebi ve Tiirk piyadesinin uygulamali atis egitimi

Ali Serdar Mete'
1Atatiirk ilkeleri ve inkilap Tarihi Enstitiisii, Yeditepe Universitesi, istanbul, Tiirkiye

OZET

Osmanli ordusunun gegirdigi degisim 18. ylzyildan itibaren Bati'nin 6rnek alindigi bir modernizasyon surecini
dogurdu. Bu stlregte ordunun yeniden yapilanmasi igin ydrdtilen galismalar Osmanli piyadesinin egitiminde
modern usullerin kullaniimasini zorunlu kildi. Tifekli piyadenin muharebedeki katkisinin artmis olmasi, atesli silah
egitiminin dnemini de artirmisti. Modern atesli silahlarla donatilan Osmanli piyadesinin bu silahlari dogru ve etkili
bir sekilde kullanabilmesi icin dizenli ve sik tekrarlanan talimler uygulanmaya baslandi. Il. Mahmud déneminden
itibaren nizam ve talim esasina gore surdurdlen egitim ¢alismalari Il. Abdilhamid doneminde Prusya Ekolu kabul
edilene kadar Fransiz usullerine gore surdurdldd. Alman etkisinin ordunun tamaminda hissedildigi Il. Abdilhamid
déneminde piyade egitimi Almanya’dan uyarlanan usullere gore giincellendi. Piyade ttifeklerinin de Alman Mauser
tlfekleriyle degistirildigi bu donemde, Osmanli piyadesinin muharebe editimleri tamamen Alman usullerine gore
yapilir oldu. Il. Abdulhamid donemdi ciddi bir teorik altyaplya kavusan piyade egitimi, Il. Mesrutiyet doneminde
Piyade Endaht Mektebi'nin acilmasi sayesinde uygulamali egitim imkaniyla desteklendi. Bu ¢alismada Piyade
Endaht Mektebinin kurulusu, isleyisi ve Osmanli imparatorlugu'ndan Tirkiye Cumhuriyetine devrindeki etkisi
incelendi.

ANAHTAR KELIMELER

Askeri modernlesme, piyade egitimi, atis egitimi, atis okulu
Giris

Ateslisilahlarinicadi ve savaslarda kullaniimaya baslanmasi savas tarihini temelinden degistiren
hayati gelismelerden biri oldu. Uretim tekniklerindeki gelismeler atesli silahlarin yaygin olarak
kullaniimasinin onund aginca ordularin yapisi da bu silahlarin kullanimina paralel sekilde gelisti.

Ates glcune sahip olmak 15. ylzyildan itibaren dnemli bir avantaj sayilirken bu gtict artirmak da
devletler arasinda bir yarisa donlsti. Uretimde vyakalanan ivme sayesinde Osmanli
Imparatorlugu ordusunun atesli silah ihtiyacini karsilayabilen devletler arasindaydi. Osmanli
ordusunun hafif suvari birliklerine dayanan geleneksel yapisini da degistiren bu silahlar topgu ve
piyade siniflarinin 6n plana gikmasini sagladi. Topgunun ve tufekli piyadenin sagladigi ates guicu
Osmanli hakimiyet alaninin genislemesinde en dnemli etkenlerden biri oldu. Bu alani elde tutmak
ve yonetmek icin ihtiyagc duyulan guclu ve savasa hazir ordu devletin en onemi dayanagiydi.
Guclu ordu devletin gicunin ve hakimiyetin teminatiyken, orduda yasanacak bir zafiyetin
sonuglari da devletin gelecegiyle dogrudan ilgiliydi.(Westwood, 2005, s. 3-4; Agoston, 2011,
5.283-284)

18. yuzyildan itibaren Avrupa'da gorulmeye baslanan askeri ve teknolojik gelismeler, Bati
sinirlarinda Osmanli gicunu tehdit eder hale geldi. Dogu'da beliren Rus tehlikesi ve devlet
yonetiminde yasanan aksakliklara toprak kayiplar da eklenince Osmanli ordusu Batili rakipleri
karsisinda giderek artan bir gu¢ kaybi yasamaya basladi. Osmanli yonetiminin guc kaybina engel
olmak ve kotu gidisati durdurabilmek igin koklu tedbirler almasi gerekti. Osmanli'da
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modernizasyonun temeli olan askeri yenilikler de boylece hayata gegiriimeye baslandi. Onceleri
bazi siniflarin iyilestiriimesi icin baslatilan galismalar Ill. Selim doneminden itibaren yeni bir ordu
teskil edilmesi Uzerinde yogunlasti. Savasa hazir ve disiplinli bir orduya duyulan ihtiya¢ Nizam-i
Cedid olarak adlandirilan yeni dlzenle hayata gegirilmeye ¢alisildi. Fransiz ordusunun ornek
alindigi bu dizende piyadenin tufegini etkili bir sekilde kullanmasi esasti. Duzenli egitim ve
disiplinin yerlesmesiicin gosterilen gayret ta'lim ve nizam vurgusuna sebep oldu. Nizam-1 Cedid
denemesi basarili olamasa da degisimin kacinilmaz olduguna isaret etmesi bakimindan, kritik
bir adimdi. Takip eden donemlerde hayata gegirilen koklU degisiklikler Osmanli askerinin Batili
rakiplerinin uyguladi§i modern egitim metotlariyla egitilmesini ve benzer silahlarla techiz
edilmesini sagladi. Siradan bir insaninin eline tufek verilerek vatan savunmasina hazirlandig
zorunlu askerlik sistemi de modern askeri egitimin hayata gecirilmesinde 6nemli bir faktordu.
Donemsel ihtiyaglara gore guncellenerek takip edilen rutinler, piyadenin bir makinenin diglileri
gibi koordineli ¢alismasini saglamayi ve dolayisiyla Osmanli ordusunun savas kabiliyetini
artirmayi hedeflemekteydi. Il. Abdilhamid doneminde goreve baslayan Alman Askeri Heyeti, s0z
konusu hedefin Alman askeri sisteminde yeniden sekillenmesini sagladi. Bu donemde askeri
eg@itime verilen onem sayesinde Osmanli piyadesinin yeni tlfekler ve yeni usullerle egitilecegi
kurumsal bir zemin de olustu. Il. Mesrutiyet doneminde baslayan ¢alismalarla 1. Abdilhamid
doneminde vyerlestirilemeyen uygulamali eg@itimin de temelleri atildi.(BOA, C.HR., 22/1093
21.11.1211[18.05.1797]; A{DVNSNMH.d., 11/154 20.05.1249[01.08.1834]; C.HR., 176/8756
13.02.1252[30.05.1836]; HR.MKT., 540/97 28.10.1282[16.03.1866]; Y.MTV., 16/34 12.02.1302,
Yesil, 2011, s. 28-31; Yildiz, 2009)

Bu calismada, Turk piyadesinin uygulamali atis egitiminde onemli bir agama olan Piyade Endaht
Mektebi'nin kurulusu, faaliyetleri ve Piyade Atis Okulu olarak Cumhuriyet'e intikalindeki etkisi
incelenmistir. incelemenin odak noktasi Osmanli modernlesmesinde askeri egitimde yasanan
degisimin uygulamali atis egitimi ornegiyle izlenmesidir. Calismanin amaci; Osmanli
Imparatorlugu'nda modern askeri egitim altyapisinin olusumunu ve Osmanli kurumlarinin
Cumhuriyet yonetimi tarafindan devralinmasini Piyade Endaht Mektebi 6rnegi Uzerinden analiz
etmektedir. Bu okulun gorev tanimi disinda kalan siniflar ve silahlar hakkinda konu bittnligunu
saglamak acgisindan genel bilgi verilse de c¢alismanin disinda birakilmistir.  Osmanli
iImparatorlugu doneminde atesli silah egitimlerinin kurumsallasmasi meselesi de incelemenin
tarihi zeminini ortaya koyabilmek icin incelenmistir. Arsivler ve arastirmalarin yaninda donemin
kaynaklari da Osmanli ve Cumhuriyet donemi kurumlarinin konuya verdigi onemi ortaya
koyabilmek icin galismanin kaynakcasini desteklemek maksadiyla kullaniimistir.

Osmanh ordusunda piyade sinifinin gegirdigi degisim ve atesli silah egitiminin
kurumsallagmasi

Osmanli ordusunun kurulusu ve gelisiminde piyade askerinin yeri stvariye gore ikinci plandaydi.
Turk askeri gelenegine uygun olarak hareket kabiliyeti yuksek hafif stvari birliklerinden olusan
Osmanli askeri guct, zamanla piyade ve diger siniflarin eklenmesiyle gelisti.

Teknoloji ve bilgi transferine acik bir yonetim anlayisi, Osmanli ordusunun kurulusundan itibaren
rakiplerinden ve cografi mirastan esinlenilerek yapilan iyilestirmelerle gelismesini sagladi.
Ordunun gelisimi teskilat yapisinin guncellemesini gerekli kildigi gibi harp doktrininin de
yenilendigi donemler oldu. Bununla birlikte kullanilan harp arag ve geregleri de ¢esitlendi. 15.
ylUzyildan itibaren atesli silahlarin Osmanli ordusunda kullanilmaya baslanmasi tifek kullanan
piyadenin giderek Oneminin artmasini sagladi. 16. yuzyllda Yenicerilerin %80 tufek
kullanmaktaydi ve bu oran giderek artti. Savas kabiliyetini disiplini ve egitimi on planda tutan
teskilat yapisindan alan bu birlik, bir barut imparatorlugu olan Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun en
gozde askerlerinden mutesekkildi. Bununla birlikte Osmanli ordusunda yasanan gu¢ kaybinin
sebepleri arasinda Yeniceri Ocagrnin yapisinin bozulmasi ilk siralarda yer aldi. 18. ytzyildan
itibaren izlenen gug kaybi, Osmanli ordusunun oncekilerden farkli bir degisim sureci igine
girmesine sebep oldu. Bu zamana kadar Bati'yi baskilayan Osmanli gucunun zayiflamaya
baslamasi, ordudaki bozulmaya baglanmis ve kotu gidisati dizeltmek icin gareler aranmisti.
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Yapilacak islahatlar sayesinde ordunun eski gictne kavusacagi ve devletin gekildigi savunma
hattindaki direncini artiracadi distndlmusti.(Agoston, 2006, s. 40-52; Nelson, 2010, s. 5-9;
Kolcak, 2023, s. 75-78)

Eski ihtisamli gunlere donmek igin eski duzeni yeniden hakim kilmak gerektigi seklindeki ilk
tespitlerin uygulamada karsiligi olmadigi gorulince daha kapsamli degisiklikler gerektigi
anlasiimisti. Ill. Selim doneminden itibaren gegici ¢ozumlerle bir degisimin mumkun olmadigi
fikri guglenerek askeri dizeni iyilestirmek icin dlzeni tamamen degistirmek gerektigi kabul
edildi. Yeni duzen anlamina gelen Nizam-1 Cedid Ordusu, Fransiz ordusu ornek alinarak kuruldu.
Yeni duzenin askerleri nizam ve ta’lim vurgusuyla savasa hazirlanirken bu hazirlik sirasinda yeni
tufeklerle yapilan talimler dizenin sonunu da getirdi. Uygulanan yeni egitim metodu degisime
karsl olan gelenekgilerin tepkisini gekmis, bu tepki Fransiz usulleri 6ne surulerek dile getirilmisti.
Nizam-1 Cedid’e karsi baslatilan isyanin en dnemli gerekgelerinden biri kefere gibi harbelii tiifeng®
kullanmak zorunluluguydu. Tufek ve egitim arasindaki iligkinin isyancilar tarafindan fark edilmis
olmasi bile kabul edilen yeni egitim metotlarinin ¢agin gereklerine uygun olduguna isaret
etmekteydi. Zira yeni usuller sik ve duzenli tekrarlarla askerin tifegini kendi uzvuymuscasina
kullanmasini saglamayi hedeflemekteydi. (Oz, 2011, s. 43-44; Yesil, 2011, s. 33-34)

Nizam-1 Cedid denemesi basarisiz olsa da takip eden donemde yapilacak calismalara isik
tutarak bu calismalarin temelini olusturdu. Nitekim Il. Mahmud'un kararlliyi sayesinde eski
duzenin temsilcisi olarak yeniligin karsisinda israrci bir engel olan Yenigeri Ocagi kaldirilarak yeni
bir ordunun kurulmasi mumkun oldu. Nizam ve ta'lim esasina dayanan Muallem As&kir-i
Mansdre-i Muhammediye Ordusu’'nda, Yenigeriler'i yani eskiyi hatirlayacak higbir unsurun
bulunmamasina oOzellikle dikkat edildi. Manstre Ordusu igin olusturulan yapida egitim gok
onemli bir yere sahipti. Ancak, yeni ordunun en temel eksigi bu orduya komuta edecek ve
degisimin yerlesmesini saglayacak egitimli ve nitelikli subaydi. Fransiz piyadesinin talimlerine
benzer egitimler yapacak olan Mansure askerlerinin bu egitimlerine Misirli ve Fransiz subaylar
rehberlik etti. Hinerver, kemalperver ve mutefennin subay eksikligi yapilan ¢alismalarda yabanci
uzmanlarin istihdam edilmesine sebep olurken ayni zamanda c¢addas usullerle subay
yetistirilmesi icin yeni egitim kurumlarinin da temelinin atilmasini sagladi. Modern askeri egitim
mufredatinin kabul edildigi Mekteb-i Harbiye-i Sahane'nin kurulusuyla egitimli ve nitelikli Osmanli
subayinin yetistiriimesi ve bu subaylar sayesinde modern usullerin askere ogretiimesi
hedeflenmisti.(Uyar ve Erickson, 2014, s. 273-275; Karadas, 2016, s. 160; Celik, 2022, s. 180)

[I. Mahmud doneminden itibaren hayata gecirilen yeni uygulamalar Osmanli ordusunun Bati'daki
orneklerine benzer bir forma donusmesi surecini baslatti. Bu sureg iginde atilan her adim bir
yenilik oldugundan bunlarin kabulu ve yerlesmesi igin surekli artan bir egitim ihtiyacini dogurdu.
Askeri egitimin kurumsal altyapisi gelisirken bu yaplyi destekleyecek yazili kaynaklar da takip
edilen Fransiz usullerinin gerektirdigi gibi Fransizca asillarindan uyarlanmaktaydi. Daha onceki
donemlerde orneklerine az rastlanan nizamname, talimname ve tarifname gibi kaynaklarin sayisi
her gecen gun daha da artti. Osmanli subaylari modern egitim veren ytksek okullarda 6grenime
devam ederken ordunun asil gucunid olusturan piyade sinifinin egitimleri de giderek
kurumsallasti. Egitiminin kurumsallasmasini saglayan ve Avrupa ordularinda yaygin olarak
kullanilan yazili metinlerinden olan talimnameler artik Osmanli askerlerine nasil savasacaklarini
yani tufeklerini nasil kullanacaklarini anlatiyordu. Il. Mahmud doneminde askeri egitimin
kurumsallagsmasini saglayan calismalar sonraki donemlerde artarak devam etti. (Hisrev
Mehmed Pasa, 1250[1834/1835], s. 11-12; Ziya Sakir, 1957, s. 16-18; Askeri Kaninnameler,
2007, s. 45-46; Celik, 2008, s. 89-93; Oz, 2021, s. 50-51)

51 Seyhi'l-islam Efendi'ye gellp, [..] Bizlere kefere gibi ta'lim olunup ve urba ve harbeli tifeng verilmekle ve el-yevm Nizam-i cedid
askeri ta'limlerinde, kefere gibi tranpete galdiklari dahi asikar olup ve ta’limlerinde kefere gibi sozler ile asker kullanmak tesbih olup
hilaf-1 hadis-i serif olmagla, bir ferdin malina ve ‘irzina ve bir habbesine ziyanimiz olmayarak, bu emr-i padisahinin hilafinda olundukta,
bizler zorba olur muyuz?” deyince, Seyhi'l-islam Efendi: "bu takriririniz izre hareket eder iseniz zorba degilsiniz” deyince, “ver efendi
fetva-yi serifi” deylip, fetvayi ahz ediip [..] (Beyhan, 2003, s. 130).
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Modernizasyon sureci iginde yeni askeri uygulamalar hayata gegirildikge yeniligin 6grenilmesi
ve Ogretilmesi icin de ciddi bir gayret ortaya cikti. Askeri yeniliklere rehberlik eden yabanci
subaylar her asamada gorevlendirilerek bilginin transferinde hizli ve etkili sonu¢ almak
hedeflendi. Ancak butun sureci yonetmek elbette mumkin degildi. Yabanci uzmanlarin
rehberliginde c¢alisan bir uygulayici elite duyulan ihtiyag modern askeri egitim kurumlarinda
yetisen Osmanli subaylariyla karsilanmaliydi. Nitekim, Harblye Mektebi'nin ilk mezunlarindan
itibaren mektepli Osmanli subaylari modernlesme hareketinin de dogal yurtttcusu haline geldi.
Osmanli subayi igin en zor sureglerden biri Zorunlu Askerlik Sistemine gecis oldu. 1843'ten
itibaren donem donem guncellenerek uygulanan Kura Kanunnamesi askerlik suresini
belirleyerek askerlik hizmetini bir vatandaslik odevi seklinde duzenlemisti. Yeni duzenleme daha
once askerlikle ilgisi bulunmayan genc erkeklerin silah altina alinarak vatan savunmasinda
gorevlendirilmelerini ongortyordu. Bu haliyle yeni askerlik sistemi siradan insanlarin savasin
gereklerine uygun olarak egitilmesini zorunlu kilmaktaydi. Savas egitiminin temelinde yer alan
silah kullanma becerisi de egitim konularinin ilk sirasinda yer almaktaydi. (Heinzelmann, 20009,
s. 141-143; Moreay, 2010, s. 14-15)

Koyunden c¢ikip kiglaya katilan acemi asker once askerligin ne demek oldugunu anlayacak daha
sonra silah kullanmak basta olmak Uzere temel kabiliyetleri kazandiriimak maksadiyla
egitilecekti. Okur-yazar oraninin oldukca dusuk oldugu Osmanli imparatorlugu’'nda bu sirec
oldukga zorlu bir mucadeleyi gerektirmekteydi. Model alinan Fransiz sisteminin gereklerini
uygulamak bile basli basina bir meseleyken koylUlerin asker olarak egitiimesi daha sancili bir
sureci dogurmustu. Tanzimat Donemi’'nde yeniligin istanbul’dan tasraya dogru yayilmasi ordu
merkezlerini modern egitim sistemini uygulayan egitim kurumlarina donudstirmustd. Tanzimat
sureci yeni askeri duzenlemelerin yayginlasmasini saglarken, ydratulen galismalarin
neticelerinin anlasiimasi bakimindan Kinm Harbi onemli bir sinav oldu. Osmanli ordusunun
modernizasyonunda Fransiz usulleri ornek alinmis ve uygulanmisken Kirim Harbi'nde Fransa ve
Britanya ile yapilan ittifak sarf edilen gayretin yetersiz oldugunu ortaya koydu. Komuta birligi,
koordinasyon, musterek harekat bakimindan eksikleri bulunan Osmanli ordusunun bu savasta
sergilenen yeni harp arag-gerecleri agisindan da ciddi eksikleri de ortaya gikti. Muttefiklerin askeri
dstlnltgu yakindan gorulirken sahip olduklart yeni teknoloji Grdnt silah ve mihimmatin temin
edilmesi gerektigi de anlasildi. Kirnm Harbi surerken baslayan satin almalar Osmanli ordusunun
modern atesli silahlarin ilk orneklerini kullanmasina vesile oldu. Silah ve muhimmat alimlari
savastan sonra da devam ettiginden yeni silahlarin egitimi de egitim calismalarina yeni bir yuk
olarak eklendi.(Cadirci, 2008, s. 106-107; Aksan, 2017, s. 339; Unal, 2008, s. 18-19)

Kirnm Harbi'nden itibaren modern tifekler temin edilerek kullanilmaya baslanirken bu alanda
yenilikler de takip ediliyordu. Amerikan i¢ Savas’'ndan sonra ihrag Grlini haline gelen Amerikan
tufekleri Osmanli ordusunun modern piyade tufegi ihtiyacinin karsilanmasinda onemli bir katki
sagladi. Bu silahlarin sagladigi ates gucu ve hiz yeni teknolojinin savasa katkisinin anlasiimasi
bakimindan da onemliydi. Prusya’nin once Avusturya'ya daha sonra da Fransa'ya karsi kullandigi
yeni silahlar Alman imparatorlugu’'nun kurulusunu saglarken Osmanli ilgilisinin de bu silahlara
yogunlagsmasina vesile oldu. II. Abdilhamid donemiyle birlikte envantere giren Alman silahlari
Osmanli askerinin elinde yeni bir askeri sistemin de sembolu oldu. Il. Abdulhamid donemine
kadar takip edilen Fransiz usuliine dayali askeri model yabanci uzmanlarin istihdam edilmesi ve
Osmanli subaylarinin Fransa'da ve Harbiye'de aldiklari egitimler sayesinde yerlestiriimeye
calisiimistl. 1882'de goreve baslayan Kaehler Heyeti'nin onceki donemlerde gelen yabanci
uzmanlardan farki ordunun tamaminda uygulanacak koklU bir modeli uygulamaya koyacak
olmaslydi. Padisah’in askeri egitime verdigi onemin de etkisiyle bu alanda uzmanlasmis bir
subayin heyet icinde bulunmasi ozellikle istenmisti. Kaehler Heyeti'ne sonradan dahil olan
Colmar Freiherr von der Goltz® Alman makamlarinin askeri egitim alaninda tavsiye ettigi bir subay

® Generalfeldmarschall Wilhelm Leopold Colmar Freiherr von der Goltz (1843-1916): Alman maresali ve Osmanli Musiri. Kaehler Heyeti
ile Istanbul'a geldi. Subay egitimi konusunda yogun galismalar yapti. llk gorevi 15 yil stirdl. Askeri gorevlerinin yani sira padisah
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olarak 1883'te istanbul’a geldi. Askeri Okullar Mifettisi olarak gérevlendirilen Goltz, kendine has
tarz ve eg@itim anlayisiyla diger Aliman subaylarindan ayriimaktaydi. Yukaridan bakmayan bilakis
egitim metotlanni Turk kalttrdne uygun sekilde belirleyen Goltz'un Osmanli subaylariyla kurdugu
yakin iliski Prusya Sistemi'nin Osmanli ordusunda yerlesmesinde etkili oldu. 1885te Kaehler
Heyeti'nin basina gegen Goltz Pasa'nin Osmanli'daki ritbesi musirlige kadar yukseldi. 15 yillik ilk
gorev suresi boyunca yurtttugu calismalarla Osmanli ordusunun modernizasyonunda ve
ozellikle askert egitimin cagdas usullere gore yeniden duzenlenmesinde Goltz Pasa ozel bir yere
kavustu. Bu durumun temel sebebi Pasa'nin subay egitiminde gergekgi ve tecrtbeyi on plana
¢lkaran bir yol izlemesiydi. Goltz savasin gereklerine uygun olarak mifredatta yaptigi degisiklere
ek olarak subayin tecrubelerini meslektaslariyla paylagsmasi icin yayinlar yapilmasina onculuk
etti. Bu durum Osmanli subayinin ve ozellikle kurmay subaylarin askerlik mesleginin incelikleri
uzerinde ¢aligsmalar kaleme almalarini ve dolayisiyla Osmanli askert literaturinun genislemesine
de imkan vermisti. Goltz Pasa subaylarin egitimiyle yakindan ilgilenirken heyetin diger bir Uyesi
Lois von Kampfhévener’ de piyade sinifinin Alman sisteminde diizenlenmesi ve egitiimesi
dzerine yogunlasmisti. Bu iki Alman subayin rehberliginde Osmanli piyadesinin yeni yapisi adim
adim sekillenmeye basladi. Alman subaylarin yonlendirmeleriyle yenilenen ordu teskilatinda asil
gucu teskil eden Osmanli piyadesinin egitimlerine Prusya modeline gore devam edildi. Daha
onceki donemlerde Fransiz talimnamelerine uygun olarak hazirlanan piyade talimnameleri yeni
donemde Alman Piyade Talimnameleri ornek alinarak guncellendi. Piyade egitimi agisindan
talimnamenin dnemi, piyade neferinin ve manga, boluk, tabur gibi kiiguk birliklerin asli vazifesinin
belirlenmesi, bu vazifelerin daha buyuk birliklerle koordinasyonu saglayacak sekilde sik sik
tekrarlanarak nefer ve birlik seviyesinde bir dogal refleks olusturma gayretinin yazili metinleri
olmasiydi. Bu metinlerdeki talimatlarin baris zamaninda duzenli ve sik yapilan egitimlerde
tekrarlanarak yerlesmesi hayati derecede onemliydi. Zira bu egitimlerin dogru yapilarak ilgililerin
eksiklerinin tamamlanmis olmasi savas zamaninda neferden baslayarak butin ordunun
vazifesini  zorlanmadan yapabilmesi anlamina geliyordu. (BOA, Y.MTV, 82/114
28.02.1311[10.09.1893], Y.MTV,, 171/54 13.08.1315[07.01.1898]; Y.MTV., 178/2
17.01.1316[07.06.1898]; Alkan, 2006, s. 157-160; Ortayl, 1998; Turkmen, 2022)

Piyade egitiminin genel esaslarinda yapilan guncellemelere ek olarak talimlerde ve muharebede
kullanacagi tlfeklerde de degisiklige gidildi. Kinm Harbi'nden itibaren envantere giren Fransiz,
Belgika, Britanya ve Amerikan menseili modern piyade tufekleri, Il. Abdilhamid doneminden
Almanya'dan alinan Mauser (Mavzer) piyade tifekleriyle degistiriimeye basladi. Alman
ordusunun da kullandigi Mavzer tifekleri donemin sartlarinda Ustin teknolojisiyle meshur
olmasinin yaninda Osmanl ordusundaki tifeklerin aksine tek atimli deg@il mukerrer atesli
tufeklerdi. Bu yonuyle Mavzer tifekleri Osmanli piyadesinin ates gucunu ciddi oranda artirmis
oldu. Piyadenin muharebedeki temel vazifesi tufegini hizli ve isabetli bir sekilde kullanmak
oldugundan bu kabiliyeti etkileyen en onemli husus elindeki tifegin ozellikleriydi. Osmanli
ordusunda gesitli cap ve modellerde farkli tiifekler kullanmak yerine tek cap ve modelde karar
kilinmis olmasi standardizasyon agisindan da 6nemli bir gelismeydi. Ozellikle mihimmat gapinin
7,65 mm'ye sabitlenmesi lojistik ve destek hizmetleri acisindan avantajl bir durumdu. 1887'den
itibaren alinmaya baslayan Mavzer tifekleri merkezden baslanarak tim ordulara dagitildi.
Mavzer tifeklerine ek olarak, makineli tifek, tabanca ve el bombasi gibi piyade silahlar da
Almanya’dan ithal edildi.( HR.ID, 1147/9 06.01.1887, Y.MTV,, 26/79
14.09.1304[06.06.1887]Y.PRK.ASK,,  54/23  27.07.1306[29.03.1889], Y.MTV.,, 41/110
15.05.1307[07.01.1890]; Seel, 1981, s. 976-984 ; Tiirk, 2012, s. 21-24)

yaverligi de yapti. Il. Mesrutiyet'in ilanindan sonra tekrar danigsman olarak davet edildi. Osmanl VI. Ordusu Kumandani olarak
bulundugu Bagdat'ta 19 Nisan 1916'da vefat etti. Goltz Pasa hakkinda detayl bilgi igin bkz. Kis, S. (2017). Osmanli'da Alman Ekolli
Von der Goltz Pasa (1883-1895). Palet Yayinlari.

7 Generalleutnant Lois Karl Adolf von Kamphévener (1843-1927): Alman Generali ve Osmanli Misiri. Kaehler Heyeti'yle istanbul'a
gelisinden itibaren Osmanli ordusunda 27 yil gorev yapti. Bu yéniyle en uzun siire istanbul'da kalan Alman subayidir. Askeri
gorevlerinin yaninda Padisah yaverligi de yapmistir. Detayl bilgi bkz. Ozyiirek, M. (2022). Louis Von Kamphoevener'in Osmanli
ordusunun modernlestirimesine yonelik faaliyetleri (1882-1909). Tiirk Asker? Egitim ve Ogretim Tarihi Sempozyumu Bildirileri 16-17
Eyliil 2021 iginde, Milli Savunma Universitesi Yayinlari. (s. 141-154).
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Osmanli ordusu igin temin edilen her yeni silah yogun bir egitim surecinin de habercisiydi. Bu
gercevede piyadenin ana muharebe silahi olan Mavzer tiufeklerinin dogru ve etkili sekilde
kullanmasi icin c¢alismalar baslatildi. Alman piyade talimnameleri ve piyade egitim
materyallerinde oldugu gibi yeni tufeklerin kullanimi igin de onceleri Almanca rehber ve
kilavuzlardan tercimeler yapildi. Askerin silahini tanimasi, savas alaninda gerektigi gibi
kullanmasi ve silahini titizlikle muhafazasi icin detayli bilgiler veren bu kaynaklar piyade
egitiminin teorik kisminin en temel dayanaklariydi. Alman subaylar oncultgunde hazirlanan bu
yayinlara daha sonra bu alanda uzmanlasmis Osmanli subaylarinin hazirladigi galismalar da
eklendi. Kaynaklarin se¢imi, hazirlanmasi ve ilgili yerlere dagitimi Saray basta olmak tzere tum
makamlar tarafindan yakindan takip edilmekteydi. Bu alanda c¢alisma yapan Turk ve Alman
subaylar tesvik edilip odullendirilerek yayinlarin sayisinin da artirlmasi hedeflenmekteydi.
Askerin yeni silahlarla egitiminde kullanilan bilgi ve dokimanlar igin basvurulan kaynaklarin
cogalmasiyla teorik acidan oldukca detayll literaturin temelleri de atilmis oldu. Daha once
Fransizca'dan tercime edilerek kullanilan egitim materyalleri artik Almanya’daki 6rneklerinden
gevrilmekteydi. Talimname ve Tarifname gibi metinler tercime edilirken Turk askerinin
hassasiyetlerine -Goltz Pasa'nin tabiriyle, Turk usdl-i harbine- uygun degisiklikler yapilmasina
dikkat ediliyordu. Bir muddet tercimelerle surdurulen egitim materyali temini, bu alanda Osmanli
subaylari tarafindan yazilan metinlerin de eklenmesiyle sirdid. Telif ve tercime yayinlar
sayesinde ategsli silahlarinin kullanimi, bakimi ve muhafazasi hakkinda kullanicilara ve egiticilere
rehberlik edebilecek yazili kaynaklar bu dénemde oldukga artti.( BOA, I.AS., 530/22143
28.11.1293[15.12.1876],  Y.MTV,,  131/25, 16.05.1313; Y.PRK.  ASK,  153/20
08.03.1317[17.07.1889]; BOA, Y.MTV., 53/13, 03.01.1309[09.08.1891]; Y.MTV., 78/14,
02.11.1310[18.05.1893]; Y.MTV,, 171/54, 13.08.1315; Y PRK.ASK,, 226/101,
29.12.1322[06.03.1905]; Ttrkmen, 2022)

[l. Abdulhamid doneminde atesi silahlarin taninmasi maksadiyla hazirlanan eserlerden bazilari
asadidaki tabloda (Tablo 1) gosterilmistir.

Tablo 1 Il. Abdilhamid doneminde Osmanli atesli silahlari hakkinda yayinlanmis bazi eserler

Yazari Ad Yayin Yeri Tarihi
Ahmed Refik ve Bekir Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i  FUnGn-1  Harbiye-i Séhane 1300
Sidki Matba'asi
Mahmud Sevket Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i  FUn(n-1  Harbiye-i Séhane 1302
Matba'asi
Bronzart Friedrich von  Mavzer Usdliinde Mikerrer Atesli  Istanbul, Matba'a-i Osmaniye 1304
Schellendorf Tifenkler (Mit. Hayri)
Ahmed Muhtar ve Killiyat- Fenn-i Esliha |11 Karabet Matba'asi 1306
Sevki
Us(l-i Endaht, Kism- Evvel Esliha-  Istanbul 1308
i Hafife (Mt. Osman Hayri)
Mahmud Sevket Asakir-i sahanenin Piyade Sinifina Istanbul, Mekteb-i Fin(n-1  Harbiye-i 1888

Mahs(s 87 Modeli Miukerrer Sahane Matba'asi
Atesli Mavzer Tifengi

Mahmud Sevket Mukerrer Atesli Tufenkler Istanbul, Karabet Matba'asi 1308

Mehmed Lutfi Esliha-i Osmaniye Muhendishane-i Berri-i Hdmayun 1309
Matbaasi

Mahmud Sevket Kigtk Capli Mavzer Tufenkleri Istanbul, Matba'a-i Orhaniye 1311

Hasan Tahsin Rehber-i Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i  FUnGn-1  Harbiye-i Séhane 1313
Matbaasi

Mahmud Sevket Kiictik Capl Mavzer Tiifenklerine  Istanbul, Matba’a-i Osmaniye 1321

Mahsus Atlas

Subhi ve Néci Rehber-i Fenn-i Esliha Mekteb-i  FUn(n-1  Harbiye-i Séhane 1323

Matba'asi

[l. Abdulhamid doneminde Prusya EkolU'ne gegisi saglanan Osmanli ordusu, egitim altyapis
bakimindan da Alman Islah Heyeti'nin yonlendirmeleriyle kurumsal bir yapilya kavustu. Modern
egitim sisteminin en onemli orneklerinden kabul edilen Harbiye’den mezun olan Osmanli
subaylari kazandiklari bilgi birikimini Osmanli askerine aktarmak igin hazirdi. Bu subaylar
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askerligin fenni usullerle strdurtlebilecek bir meslek haline gelmesinde dogal bir gayrete sahip
oldu. Geleneksel usta-girak iliskisinin kirilmasi mektepli subaylarin ordu ve Ulke yonetiminde s6z
sahibi olmalarinin da 6nund agtl. Bununla birlikte tum ¢abalara ragmen Osmanli ordusunun birlik
seviyesinde uygulamali egitim yapmasi mumkun olmamisti. Padisahin sahsi tercihleri egitimin
gagdas bir seviyeye yukselmesini saglarken bu teorik bilginin uygulamali olarak 6grenilmesine
engel olmustu. Padisahin tutumundan dolayr budyuk birliklerin - manevra ve tatbikat gibi
uygulamali egitimler yapmasina musaade edilmemis, test ve okul egitimleri disinda atesli
silahlarin kullanimi sinirlandinimisti. Bu konuda Alman Heyeti'nin ve 0zellikle Goltz Pasa'nin
israrlar da sonugsuz kalmisti. Goltz Pasa subay ve kurmay subay adaylarinin uygulamali
egitimleri icin birkac tesebbuste bulunmus olsa da bunlar istisna olarak kalmis ve genele
yayllmasi mumkun olmamisti. Goltz'un talep ve sikayetlerine benzer olarak Kamphovener Pasa
da piyade askerilerin egitiminde eksik kalan hususlari zaman zaman dile getirmisg, 6zellikle atesli
silah egitiminin uygulamali olarak yapiimasini istemis olsa da basarili olamamisti.( BOA, MB.I.,
127/11 06.11.1300[08.09.1883]; MB.i., 127/13 07.11.1300[09.09.1883]; MTV., 46/141
29.04.1308[12.12.1890], Y.MTV, 51/31 11.11.1308[18.06.1891]; Y.PRK.ASK, 74/58
05.01.1309[21.08.1891]; Kara, 2016, s. 551-564; Manav, 2017, s. 240-260; Ates, 2022, s. 115-
118)

Goltz Pasa, tecribelerini meslektaslariyla paylasmaya 0zen gosteren bir kurmay olarak
kariyerinin ilk donemlerinden itibaren bu tecrtbeleri kaleme aldi. Alman Birligi'nin kurulmasinda
kritik oneme sahip savaslardaki izlenimlerini aktarirken de askerlik mesleginin esaslar tUzerine
dusuncelerini paylasirken de uygulamali egitimin onemine dikkat cekti. Goltz'un altini israrla
¢izdigi husus, subaylardan baslayarak ordunun savasa hazirlanmasi igin yapilacak hazirliklarda
savas halinin gereklerinin goz ontnde bulundurulmasi gerektigiydi. Pasa'nin tavsiyesi askerlikle
dogrudan ilgili olmayan konularin egitimlere dahil edilmemesi ve denenmemis teorik bilgilerin
muufredatta bulunmamasiydi. Tim sartlari ve imkanlar zorlayan olaganUstu bir slre¢ olan
savasa hazirlanmak igin 6grenilmis bilginin muharebe sartlarina en yakin senaryolarla sik tekrar
edilerek refleks olarak yapilir hale gelinmesini gerekli goriyordu. Napoleon oncesi donem
hakkinda yaptigi bir tespitte Alman subaylarin askerlik meslegini bir gesit filozofluga
donusturdugunden yakinan Goltz, bu durumun ne kadar tehlikeli sonuglar dogurdugunu
vurguluyordu. (Goltz, 1328[1910/1911], s. 20-21)

Goltz Pasa teorik bilginin uygulamali egitimlerle pekistiriimesi konusundaki israrinin Osmanli
ordusu icin yaptigi calismalarda karsilik bulamamis oldugunu soyle ifade etmekteydi:

Sultan Hamid yalniz bircok esliha ve muhimmat hazirlamisdi. Bunlar bir ordunun ihtiyacat-i
ibtidaiyesini teskil etmekte olub hikumet-i Osmaniye’nin muhtac oldugu kuvvetleri tanzim ve ikmal
edemiyordu. Padisah, hin-i ihtiydcda ilk hareket ve tesebblisten istifade edecedini zannederek nasil
yanilmis ise efradin eline muharebede yalniz glizel bir silah vermek suretiyle te’'min-i muvaffakiyet
edecegdini farz ederek oylece hata etmisdir. Efrddin ta’lim ve terbiyesi, simdiki muharebelerde haiz-
i ehemmiyet oldugu halde nazar-i dikkate alinmamisdir. Manevralar, muharebe ta'limleri
yapdirilmadigi gibi bos atis ta'limleri de ¢ok az yapdiriimisdir. Kislalardan disari ¢ikarilmayan efrad
yalniz ibtidai ta'limlerle istigal edebiliyorlardi. (Golg Pasa, 1332[1913/1914], s. 9)

Goltz ve diger uzmanlarin elestirilerine sebep olan uygulamali egitim eksikligi- ozellikle atesli
silahlarla verilecek atis egitimlerinin sinirli tutulmasi- modern bir anlayigla yeniden dizenlenen
piyade egitiminin teorik dizeyde kalmasina sebep olmustu. Bu alanda yapilan galismalar ciddi
bir literatlr ve uzman subay kadrosunun ortaya ¢ikmasini saglasa da silah egitiminin layikiyla
yapilabilmesi igin tecriibe ve bunu doguran uygulamali egitim sartti. Atesli silah egitiminin eksik
kalan kismina ancak Mesrutiyet'in yeniden ilanindan sonra baslanabildi. Mesrutiyet doneminde
manevra ve tatbikatlarin yaninda siniflar icin atis okullarinin tesisi de hayata gecirilen
uygulamalar arasindaydi.(CAS., 530/22143 28.11.1293[15.12.1876]; Y. MTV, 16/15
12.01.1302[01.11.1884]; Y.MTV., 131/25, 16.05.1313[04.11.1895])


Yazar
Fazla kaçmış bir boşluk.
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ll. Abdulhamid'in tahttan indirilmesinden sonra hayata gegirilen uygulamali egitim faaliyetinin
onemli adimlarindan biri piyade sinifinin atesli silah egitimleri icin agilan Piyade Endaht Mektebi
oldu. Bu okul, piyade subaylarinin piyade silahlari konusunda teorik ve pratik olarak egitim
aldiktan sonra kitaya gikmasini amaclayan yogun bir kurs programina sahip olacak ve bdylece
askere komuta eden subaylarin piyade silahlari konusunda tecribelerini artirarak askerlerine
rehberlik edebilmesini saglayacakti.

Piyade Endaht Mektebi’'nin kurulusu

Osmanl ordusu Il. Abdilhamid doneminde Alman uzmanlarin rehberliginde Prusya Ekolu'ne
uygun olarak yeniden dlzenledi. Bu donemde ordunun doktrin, teskilat ve techizat bakimindan
dontsUmu sirasinda ciddi bir egitim altyapisi da vicuda getirilmis oldu.

Il. Mesrutiyet'in ilaninda etkili olan ittihdd ve Terakkinin askeri kanadi, modern egitim
kurumlarinda yetismis ve ozellikle Prusya Sistemi'ni benimsemis subaylardi. Bu subaylardan
daha kidemli olan ve Hareket Ordusu'na da kumanda eden Mahmud Sevket Pasa orneginde
oldugu gibi subaylarin bir kismi Goltz Pasa'nin yakin ¢evresinde bulunmustu. Mahmud Sevket
Pasa mesleki kariyerini atesli silahlar konusunda uzmanlasmis bir subay olarak surdururken
Almanya’'dan alinan silahlarin  muayenesinde c¢alismis ve Oberndof'taki Mauser Tifek
Fabrikasr'nda iki terfi donemi gegirmisti. Pasa’nin Almanlar ve 6zellikle Goltz Pasa ile kurdugu iyi
iliskiler 1. Mesrutiyet doneminde Alman etkisinin slrmesinde 6nemli rol oynadi. iktidara
gelmelerinden sonra Goltz Pasa'nin ogrencileri, onun tavsiyelerine uyarak, Osmanli askeri
egitiminin tecrubeyi artiracak uygulamali egitimlerle yeniden ele alinmasina calisti. Bu donemde
tekrar Istanbul'a davet edilen Goltz Pasa genc subaylarin gayretinden ve tavsiyelerinin hayata
geciriliyor olmasindan duydugu memnuniyeti sik sik dile getirmekteydi. Ordu seviyesinde
manevra ve tatbikatlarin da yapilmaya baslandigi Il. Mesrutiyet donemi askeri egitimin pratik
yoninin gelistigi bir donem oldu. (BOA, I.TAL, 63/1, 02.04.1312[03.10.1894]; BEO, 490/3697,
07.04.1312[08.10.1894]; I.TAL, 284/74, 06.06.1320[10.10.1902]; I.AS, 89/42, 11.08.1327
[28.08.1909]; Pertev, 1326[1908-1909], s. 2-4; Pertev, 1328[1909-1910], s. 3-5; Yakut, 1998, s. 17,
Gencer, 2003, s. 60-62)

Piyade sinifi subaylarina mahsus bir egitim merkezi olarak planlanan ve piyade silahlari
konusunda teorik ve pratik egitim vermesi ongorulen Piyade Endaht Mektebi II. Mesrutiyet'in
ilanindan yaklasik bir buguk yil sonra agildi. Mektebin kurulus gayesi teorik askeri egitimin
pratikte de guclendirilmesiydi. Modern piyade silahlariyla techiz edilen Osmanli askerinin bu
silahlar dogru ve etkili bir sekilde kullanabilmesi icin silahlari iyi taniyor olmasi gerekmekteydi.
TUufek basta olmak Uzere tabanca, makineli tlifek ve benzeri piyade silahlarini tanitmak igin hem
Harbiye'de hem de kitada egitim calismalari yillardir strse de silahla atis yapmadan egitim
surecinin tamamlanmasi soz konusu degildi. Padisah'in birlik seviyesinde silah kullanimina karsi
tutumu, muhimmat tasarrufu ve emniyet tedbirleriyle sinirflanmis olan uygulamali egitimlerin
Endaht Mektebi sayesinde subaylardan baslanarak artirilmasi planlanmisti. Piyade egitimi igin
kurulan bu atis okulunun benzerleri Topcu sinifi icin de acildi. Agir Topgu Endaht Mektebi ve
Sahra Topcu Endaht Mektebi adlariyla bilinen bu okullarda hem topcu subaylari hem de batarya
personelleri  egitilecekti.(BOA, 1.AS, 90/38,  20.08.1327[06.09.1909;BEO,  928/36,
02.06.1328[15.08.1912]; MV, 153/18, 10.06.1329[08.06.1911]; Efe, 2021, s. 426-432)

[l. Abdulhamid'in tahttan indirilmesini takip eden gunlerde baslatilan calismalarin ardindan
Endaht Mektebi'nin Maltepe'de kurulmasi kararlastinimisti. Uygun arazinin istimlakinin istimlaki
icin hazirliklar kapsaminda devlete ait arazilerin okula devredildi ve sahislara ait olanlarin
Sehremaneti eliyle kamulastirildi. insaat isleri tamamlana kadar teskilatlanma ve diger
hazirliklarin ydrattlmesinde kullanilmak Gzere Endaht Mektebi'ne Kagithane'de Padisah’a ait bir
bina tahsis edildi. istimlak ve insaat sirecinde bazi aksakliklar yasansa da okul, hizl
denilebilecek bir hazirlik asamasindan sonra, 5 Kasim 1909'da istanbul'un Maltepe semtinde
acildi. Bir yil sonra Soganlik'taki (Kartal) yeni yerine tasinmis olsa da bilinen adi Maltepe Endaht
Mektebi olarak kaldi. Nizamnamesi geregince Piyade Mekatibi Mufetisligi'ne bagli olarak hizmet
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verecek olan mektebin mudurltgune getirilen Kaimmakam von Birn, 6gretmen-subay olarak
Istanbul'a gelmis, piyade egitimi ve atesli silah kullanimi konularinda uzman bir Alman subayiydi.
Atis egitimi konusunda eserleri de bulunan Von Birn, muduriyete getirilerek hem tecrtbesinden
faylanmak hem de Alman Sistemi'nde olusturulmus teorik altyapiyr yine ayni sistemin
uygulamali yoniyle yerlestirmek amaclanmisti.( BOA, MB.i., 136/77, 20.08.1327[06.09.1909];
I.AS., 90/9, 03.08.1327 [20.08.1909]; SD, 654/31, 26.05.1329[25.05.1911])

Von Birn'in bir eserini tercime eden Erkan-1 Harb Kolagasi Ali Mimtaz, Seferiye Kanunnamesi
ile ortisen eserden yola ¢ikarak maellifinin 6Gnemini su ifadelerle vurgulamaktaydi.

[Jiste piyade ve sivarinin gerek endaht ve gerekse muhdrebe nokta-i nazérindan ta'lim ve
terbiyesindeki butiun bu nukkat-r muhimmeyi gayet ameli ve micmel bir surette ihtiva eden su
kliclk kitabr cem ve telifteki muvaffakiyetten dolayr muellif-i kitabr sayan-1 tebrik goérdr ve biz
Osmanli zabitleri igin gaye-i emel olan Osmanli sancaginin, Osmanli ordusunun eski san ve serefini
iade ile ani vatan igin daima bir alet-i zafer gérmekligin gerek kendimizi ve gerekse kit'alarimizi
ikinci derecede ta'limler, resm-i gecidlerle ile isgal dedil ancak muhéarebatin icabatna tevfikan
hazirlamakla kabil olabilecedi hakikatini bir daha tekrar ile sézlerime nihayet veririm. (Fon Birn, t.y,
s. 3)

AliMidmtaz'in Von Birn'nin eserinin onemini vurguladigi bu ifadeler ayni zamanda donemin askeri
egitime bakis acisini yansitmaktaydi. Von Birn bir baska eserinde egitimin savasa hazirlanmak
icin yapllmasi gerektigini ve bu sayede Osmanli vatanin mudafaasinin mimkin oldugunu
vurgulayarak vatan ve askerlik hizmetine yuklenen yeni anlamlara da isaret etmekteydi:

Zaman-i1 hazir muharebatinda ates idaresi esasen takim kumandanlarina mevdu’ ise de bazi
ahvalde dahi bizzat kita’ kumandanlarinin yed-i idaresine gecer. Ancak fenn-i balistik hakkinda
mikdar-1 kafi ma‘lumat iktisab eyleyib de bu ma’lumatini bilfi’l tatbike muktedir olabilen kita’
kumandanlari, kendi kit'alarinin ahval-i harbiyeye muvafik bir siretde atesini idare etmege muvaffak
olabilirler. iste bu eseri kaleme almakdan maksadim dahi zabitani isbu vazife-i asliyelerinde
yetisdirmek emeline ma'tufdur.(Fon Birn, 1326[1908/1909], s. i)

Mevcudu ve harp doktrini bakimindan vatan midafaasinda en kritik roli oynayacak olan piyade
sinifinin sahip oldugu silahlari etkili bir sekilde kullanabilmesi icin Piyade Endaht Mektebinin
programi kursiyerlerin tek tek ve birlikte egitimini detaylandirmisti. Endaht Mektebi'nin kadrosu
belirlenirken bu kadronun egitim hedeflerine uygun bir yapida olmasina dikkat edildi. Mektep
mudurdnden baslayarak bolik komutanlarina kadar tim komuta heyetinin ana vazifesi atis
egitimlerinin programa uygun sekilde yapiimasi igin ¢alismakti. Kumandan, kumandan muavini,
bolik kumandanlari ve gecici gorevle mektepte bulunan subaylar oncelikli olarak hizmet
programinin tarif ettigi gorevlerle mukellefti. Kursiyer olarak okula kabul edilecek subaylar; her
piyade livasindan bir yuzbasi, her piyade alayindan bir milazim, her stvari livasindan bir ylzbasi,
her stvari alayindan bir mulazim gelecek sekilde secilmekteydi. Ayrica, Harbiye Nezareti gerekli
gorirse redif veya ihtiyat subaylarina ayri bir egitim donemi acilabilecekti. EGitim programinin
temelinde piyade silahlarinin taninmasi bulundugundan silahlarla ilgili egitimler oncelikliydi.
Silahlari tanitan dersler ve konferanslar okulun esas kadrosu tarafindan yuritilmekteydi.
Silahlarin taninmasini muteakiben atis egitimleri veriimekteydi. Atis egitimlerinin disiplinli ve
guvenli sekilde surdurdlmesinden Endaht Yerleri Kumandanhdgi sorumluydu. Bu birimin gorevi
atiglarin dizgun yapilmasl igin on hazirlik yapmak, atis mahallerinin fiziki ihtiyacglarini
tamamlamak ve aticilara ogretilen atis usullerine uygun olarak poligonlari isaretlemekti.
Poligonlarda en ¢ok dikkat edilen husus herhangi bir kazaya sebebiyet vermemek igin emniyet
tedbirlerinin dogru alinmasiydi. (Piyade Endaht Mektebi Hidmet Programi, 1327[1909/1910], s.
5-6; Efe, 2021, s. 430-431)

Endaht Mektebi'nde verilen egitimin temelinde atis oldugundan okul iki ders tzerine kuruluydu.
Ders Endahti ve Muharebe Endahti adi verilen bu iki atis tlrtinde de silahlarla ates edilmekteydi.
Ders Endahtryla tufek, makineli tufek ve tabanca gibi piyade silahlarinin  kullanimi
ogretilmekteydi. Osmanli kadro silahlariyla yapilan atislarin yaninda diger ordularda kullanilan
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silahlarin taninmasi igin bu silahlarla da ders endahti yapilmaktaydi. Muharebe Endahti ise tek
er, manga, takim ve boluk seviyesinde yapilan egitimlerle s6z konusu silahlarin savas sartlarinda
kullanilabilmesini ve icra edilen atesin koordinasyonunun saglanmasini amaglamaktaydi. iki atis
egitimi arasindaki diger fark Muharebe Endahti'nin harp senaryolarina gore icra edilmesiydi.
TUfekle yapilan atis egitimlerine ek olarak tifege singu takiimasi ve stinguyle dismanin etkisiz
hale getiriimesi de askerlere verilen egitimlerdendi. Askerlerden farkli olarak subay ve
astsubaylar igin tabanca atis egitimi de program dahiline alinmisti. Yapilan egitimlerde hazirlik,
emniyet ve netice dikkat edilmesi gereken U¢ onemli noktaydi. Hedeflerin hazirlanmasi ve
yerlerine yerlestiriimesi, arazinin varsa senaryoya uygun hale getirilmesi ve gorevli personelin
belirlenmesi hazirlik asamasiydi. Yapilan egitimlerde gergek mermiler kullanildigindan emniyet
tedbirlerinin alinmasi ¢ok onemliydi. Dolu silahlar asker elinde bulundugu igin herhangi bir
kazaya meydan vermemek igin subay ve astsubaylar gerekli tedbirleri almakla gorevliydi. Atis
emniyetine verilen dnem sebebiyle yapilan egitimlerde meydana gelebilecek kicuk ve buyutk
kazalarda ilk mudahale icin Tibbiye Mektebi'nden gelen doktorlar egitim konferanslari
vermekteydi. Son ve en onemli konu olan netice, atiglardaki isabet oranlarinin ve bu oranlarin
personel ve birlik arasindaki kayitlarinin tutulmasini ifade etmekteydi. Atis clizdanlari ve netayic
listeleri s6z konusu kayitlarin tutuldugu defterlerdi. Bu kayitlar atis egitimlerinin basarisinin takip
edilmesini sagladigi gibi basarisiz olan asker ve birligin atis egitimlerinin tekrarlanmasi igin de
gerekli kayitlardi. Fena nisanci olarak adlandirlan basarisiz kursiyerlerin egitimlerinin
tekrarlanmasi gorevi de okul komutaninin yardimcisindan bolik komutanlarina kadar her
seviyede subaya ayri ayri verilmisti.( Piyadde Endaht Mektebi Hidmet Programi, 1327[1909/1910],
s. 12; Fon Birn, 1326[1908/1909], s. 3-4; Mehmed Bedi'i, 1328[1910/1911], s. 3-4)

Okulun mufredatinda piyadenin savasta ve barista Ustlendigi vazifelere gore rutin egitimler de
yer almaktaydi. Turk ve Alman Piyade Talimnameleri'nde detayli olarak siralanan bu egitimlerden
atis egitimi igin elzem olanlar kondisyon ve araziye hakimiyeti saglayan egitimlerdi. Bu sebeple
vlcudun egitime hazirlanmasi icin jimnastik hareketleri ve benzer beden egitimi yontemleri
egitim programina alinmisti. Araziye hakimiyeti temin etmek icinse basta arazinin taninmasi
olmak Uzere, tahkimat ve siper insasi ve ayrica avcl askerinin kullandigi boy c¢ukurlarinin
hazirlanmasi egitimleri verilmekteydi. Hedefine yurlyerek varmak zorunda olan piyade igin
kondisyon ve arazi hakimiyeti gercekten dnemliydi. Uzun yurdyUslerde ortaya cikan fiziki zorluga
arazi sartlarindan dogan engeller de eklendiginde askerin bedeninin bu zorluklara alismasi ancak
egitimle mimkin olmaktayd.( Piydde Endaht Mektebi Hidmet Programi, 1327[1909/1910], s.
13)

Programa uygun olarak surdurdlen egitimlerden sorumlu kadro zaman zaman yenilense de
mektebin kurulus gayesi ve programinda bir degisiklik yapilmadi. Askeri alanda yasanan
degisimin yakindan takip edilmesi Osmanli yonetimi igin degismeyen bir politika oldugundan
Endaht Mektebi'ni ilgilendiren gelismeler de yakindan izlendi. Yeni silah ve usullerin 6grenilmesi
icin personelin ilgili Ulkelere gonderilmesi tercih edilen bir yontemdi. Bu durumun en ilgi ¢ekici
ornegdi, Avrupa ordularinda artik piyade silahi olarak kabul edilen makineli tifeklerin Osmanli
ordusunda da piyade silahi olarak kullaniimaya baslanmasiydi. Bu konuda uzmanlasan
personelin Almanya ve Avusturya'da kullanilan yeni makineli tifekleri tanimasi igin gonderilmesi
ve daha sonra Endaht Mektebi'nde bu silahlarla ilgili egitimlerin baslamasi, mektebin kurulus
maksadina uygun c¢alistiina isaret etmekteydi. Osmanl ordusunun makineli ttfek kullanimda
one c¢ikan isimlerden biri olan Mehmed Arif Bey® bu alanda aldigi egitimi ve tecriibelerini
meslektaslariyla paylasmak Uzere Endaht Mektebi'nde gorevlendirilmisti. Mehmed Arif Bey,
makineli tufeklerin piyade silahi olarak kullaniimalari hakkindaki bilgilerini ve ozellikle Balkan
Savas’nda bu konuda edindigi tecribeleri kaleme alarak bilahare vyaymnladi.( BEO,
3778/283334,05.07.1328[13.07.1910];, HR.TH, 374/83, 11.04.1909; HR.SFR.3.621/25,

8 Miralay Mehmet Arif Bey, Tlrk asker. Ayici Arif adiyla da bilinir. Mehmet Arif Bey hakkinda detayli bilgi igin bkz. Eroglu, N. (2014).
Ayici Arif Atatlrk'tin okul ve silah arkadasi Miralay Mehmed Arif Bey hayati konusmalari ve eseri. Yeditepe Yayinevi.
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18.07.1910; HR.SFR.1., 157/98, 28.12.1910; Omer Fevzi, 1326[1908/1909; Mehmed Arif,
1327[1909/1910]; Mehmed Arif 1329[1911], s. 5-6; Tagkaya, 2016; Bayindir, 2023)

Piyade Endaht Mektebi, kadrosu ve i¢ isleyisi zaman zaman yeniden dlzenlenerek 1914'e kadar
yogun bir programla hizmet verdi. |. Diinya Savasi'nin baslamasiyla birlikte okulda Piyade ihtiyat
Zabiti yani piyade yedek subayi yetistirilmeye baslandi. Bu durum savas sirasinda ortaya gikmasi
muhtemel subay ihtiyacini karsilamaya yonelik bir tedbirdi. Her sinifin kendine has teknik
gereklilikleri olmakla birlikte yuksek tahsil gormus olanlar ve polisler yedek subaylik i¢in piyade
sinifinin tercihleriydi. Savas surecinde yedek subay yetistirmeye devam eden okul mutarekenin
imzalanmasinin ardindan gelen isgal sebebiyle egitim-6gretime ara verdi. (BOA, i.HB., 115/7
11.06.1330[28.05.1912]; ihtiyat Zabitani Kanunu, 1329[1911], s. 1-12; ihtiyat Zabiti Namzetlerine
MahsUs Ta'limatname, 1332[1913/1914], s. 2-22; Besikgi, 2013, s. 58-61)

Piyade Endaht Mektebi'nin Cumhuriyet'e devri ve Piyade Atis Okulu'nun kurulusu

|. Dinya Savasi'nin patlak vermesi Osmanli imparatorlugu icin zorlu bir micadele doneminin
baslangici oldu. Balkan Savaslari’nda yasanan hezimetin dodurdugu siyasi ve toplumsal
gerginlik hentz azalmamigken yeni ve topyekun bir savasin esiginde bulunmak yeni tedbirler
gerektiriyordu.

Farkliihtimaller degerlendirilmis olsa da Turk-Alman iliskilerinin geldigi nokta |. Dinya Savasi'nda
Osmanli-Alman lttifak/ni dogurdu. Savasa katilan Osmanli silahli kuvvetlerinin tamami Alman
askeri esaslarina gore duzenlenmis, 1913te goreve baslayan Sanders Heyeti'nin gelisiyle Alman
subaylar ordu kumandani seviyesinde gorevler Ustlenmisti. Savas boyunca ve ozellikle 1915ten
itibaren komutanin Alman Genelkurmay'inda birlestiriimesi sebebiyle Alman etkisi tum
cephelerde ve Osmanli birliklerinde etkisini artirarak stirdi.( Semiz ve Akdag, 2011; Uyar, 2019,
s. 28-32; Alkan, 2020, s. 845-847)

Balkan Savaslari sirasinda gogmenlerin ve yaralilarin konaklamasi gibi maksadi haricide gorevler
igin de hizmet veren Piyade Endaht Mektebi, 1914'ten itibaren Ihtiyat Zabit Talimgahi olarak
kullanildi. Savas boyunca asli gorevlerinden farkl hizmetler igin kullanilan mektep, Mutareke
Donemi'nde Ankara ile saglanan irtibatla anildi. Piyade Endaht Mektebi'nin mudurd olan Piyade
Binbasi Yenibahceli Sikri Bey'in faaliyetleri bu durumun en onemli sebebiydi. Stkrd Bey,
Mitareke Doneminde Istanbul'dan Anadolu’'ya personel basta olmak Uzere malzeme ve
istihbarat sevki igin surdurdlen gizli faaliyetlerin onemli bir pargasiydi. Stkrt Bey ve maiyetinde
bulunan subaylar 6zellikle Uskiidar-Adapazari hattindan Anadolu’ya gegisleri organize etmekle
gorevlendirilmisti. Komuta kademesinin gizli faaliyetleri disinda atis ve benzeri askeri egitim
faaliyetleri yapilamadigindan Endaht Mektebi, Mitareke Donemi'nde atil durumda kaldi. (ATASE,
BH, 196/32/11, 26.11.1912;, BH, 353/2/14, 15.10.1912; BH, 49/4/31, 18.12.1912, BH,
262/304/26, 09.06.1913; ATASE, ISH, 29/0/69; 27.07.1335; ISH, 58/0/62, 14.02.1336; ATASE,
ATA ZB, 29/0/83, 03.04.1920; ATA ZB, 29/0/93, 06.04.1920; ATA ZB, 29/0/94; 07.04.1920; ATA
ZB,29/0/136,29.04.1920; BCA, 11/39/12,28.05.1930; BCA, 19/30/3, 16.05.1931; BCA, 38/59/5,
20.08.1933)

stiklal Savasi sona erip Turkiye Cumhuriyeti kuruldugunda Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun askert
miras| Uzerinde yeni bir teskilatlanma baslatildi. Disman isgaline karsi mucadeleyi surduren
kadro yaklasik yaklasik 10 yil stren savaslardan ciddi bir tecrtbe ve bilgi birikimiyle ¢ikmisti.
Ataturk basta olmak uzere, Turk Silahli Kuvvetlerimin yuksek komuta kademesi s6z konusu
tecribeyi Turk ordusunun, c¢addas wusuller goz o©onunde bulundurularak, yeniden
duzenlenmesinde mutabikti. Bu mutabakat askeri egitimin de yeniden gozden gegirilmesini
sagladi. Prusya Sistemi'nde devam eden calismalar, bazi askeri tesis ve kurumlarin Ankara
civarina tasinmasiyla surdurtldt. 1919'da Gulsuyu semtine nakledilen Piyade Endaht Mektebi
de degisimden etkilenen egitim kurumlari arasindaydi. 6 Ekim 1923'ten itibaren yeniden faaliyete
baslayan mektepte, |. Dinya Savasl tecribeleri goz ontnde bulundurularak, piyade sinifi
subaylariigin atis kurslari verilmeye devam edildi. Programda yapilan duzenlemelerle yeni silah
ve ekipmanlarin uygulamali olarak egitimine devam edildi. Bu suregte Alman subaylar da
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yeniden istihdam edildiginden® Endaht Mektebi'nin kadrosunda da Alman subaylara yer verildi.
1928'de adi Piyade Atis Okulu olarak degisen mektebin 1941°'de Cankir'ya tasinmasina karar
verildi.(Ates, 2024, s.40-41; Kara Kuvvetleri Komutanlig, t.y.)

Okulun nakli kararlastirildiktan sonra Gankiri'da poligon ve diger binalarin insaatina baslandi.
insaat calismalar siirerken yedi sefer halinde 9 Mayis 1941'de tamamlanan nakilden sonra okul
10 Mayis 19471'de egitim-0gretime basladi. Bu tarihten sonra da okulun eksiklerinin
tamamlanmasi icin insaat ve istimlak ¢alismalari devam etti. Okul komutanlginda bulunan
Kurmay Tugbay Ziya Kayan aglilislar vesilesiyle ilgililere ve halka verdigi beyanatlarda okulun
tarihi misyonunun Gankir’'da devam edecegini belirtirken okulun Cankir'ya katkilarina da isaret
etmekteydi. Baslangicta sadece piyade subaylarinin atis egitimlerinin verildigi okulun giderek
astsubaylara ve diger siniflarin personellerine de hizmet verecek sekilde genislemesi Cankiri'da
toplumsal ve ekonomik hayati canlandirmisti. Bununla birlikte civardaki askert birlikler de Piyade
Atis Okulu'nun imkanlarindan faydalanmaya baslamisti. (BCA, 95/63/1, 15.07.1941; 103/80/11,
26.10.1943; 104/4/14,21.12.1943; 110/24/2, 28.03.1946, Ates, 2024, s. 39)

[l. Dlnya Savasl sirasinda rutin faaliyetlerini strdiren Atis Okulu, savastan sonra ortaya ¢ikan
yeni duruma uygun olarak mifredat ve techizat bakimindan gtncellendi. Turkiye ile ABD
arasinda tesis edilen yakin iligki ve Turkiye'ye Amerikan yardimlarinin gelmeye baslamasi bu
durumun onemli sebeplerindendi. Amerikan Askeri Yardim Heyeti'nin goreve baslamasiyla Turk
ordusunda baslayan degisim Atis Okulu'nu da etkilediginden Il. Dinya Savasi tecribelerine ve
Amerikan sistemine uygun egitim faaliyetleri baslatiimisti. Okulun faaliyetleri Amerikan Yardim
Heyeti tarafindan da yakindan takip edilmekte ve zaman zaman ziyaretler gergeklestirilerek
gidisat izlenmekteydi. Okulun kabiliyetleri gesitli vesilelerle hukumet ve askeri makamlar
tarafindan da denetlenmekteydi. Cumhurbaskani ismet inonl en Ust diizeyde gergeklestirdigi
ziyarette memnuniyetini belirtmis, ayni memnuniyeti sonraki donemde Cumhurbaskani Celal
Bayar da ifade etmisti. Yabanci kursiyerlerin de zaman zaman egitim gordigu Atis Okulu
zamanla Tudrk Silahli Kuvvetleri'nin onemli egitim merkezlerinden biri haline geldi. Okulun
calismalarindan duyulan memnuniyet TUrk ve yabanci ziyaretciler tarafindan mezuniyet
torenlerinde ve dizenlenen programlarda sik sik dile getirilmeye devam etti. (DIB,
8226/53616/17,02.06.1941; Celep, 2020, s. 3)

Cankirr'ya tasindiktan sonra mufredati zenginlesen ve kapsami genisleyen Piyade Atis Okuly,
1946'da Piyade Okulu adini alarak yeni bir doneme girdi. Bu tarihten itibaren bir sinif okuluna
donusen Piyade Okulu'nun Gankirr'daki faaliyetleri 1966'ya kadar stirdi. 1966'da okul Tuzla'ya
tasinarak gunimuzde de kullaniimakta olan tesislere yerlestirildi. 1941-1966 vyillari arasinda
Cankirrda asil faaliyet alani olan atis egitimlerinin yaninda okul ¢esitli kurslar ve egitimler icin de
kullanildi. Piyade Okulu’'na donustukten sonra oldukca genisleyen egitim faaliyetleri arasinda,
Amerikan subaylarin nezaretinde surdurulen, Gerilla Kursu en bilineniydi. Turkiye’nin Sovyet
tehdidine karsi yaptigi hazirliklar kapsaminda baslatilan Piyade Okulu binyesinde bir Gerilla
Kismi aciimisti. 1 Haziran 1949-30 Ekim 1949 tarihleri arasinda agilan ilk kursa katilan Tdrk
subaylart Amerikali Yarbay Francois d’Eliscu komutasinda gerilla egitimi aldi. Muttefiklerin
Turkiye'den beklentisi; Dogu'dan baslayacak bir Sovyet saldirisi ihtimali dustnulerek dismani
dlke icinde daglik araziye cekmek ve gerilla/komando taktikleriyle yipratarak yavaslatma
kabiliyetinin kazandiriimasi kursun temel amaciydi. Gerilla Kursu orneginde gordldugu gibi
Piyade Okulu’'nun faaliyetleri Soguk Savas'in sartlarina gore yeniden dlzenlenmisti. Amerikali
uzmanlarin bu alandaki yonlendirmeleri de uzun yillar devam etti. (Cifci, 2022, s. 383-406; Ates,
2024,s. 47,104)

Piyade Atis Okulu'nun Cankir'ya tasindiktan sonra verdigi egitimlerde savas ve yakin savas
tehdidinin etkileri hissedildi. Piyade Endaht Mektebi'nden aktarilan I. Dunya Savasi tecrubelerine
bu donemde Il. Dinya Savasi tecrubeleri ve Soduk Savas'in gerektirdigi tedbirlere yonelik

9 Atatiirk déneminde istihdam edilen Alman subaylar hakkinda detayli bilgi igin bkz. Resul, A. (2024). Tirk ordusunda son Alman
General Hilmar von Mittelberger. Timas Yayinlari.
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duzenlemeler de eklenerek egitim-ogretime devam edildi. Piyade Atis Okulu’nun Turk ordusuna
onemli katkisi da bu tecrtbelerden yola c¢ikilarak yeni teknolojinin, silah ve muhimmatin ve
bunlarin savaslardan alinan derslere uygun olarak 6grenilmesi oldu.

Sonug

Ordunun modern savasin gereklerine gore editilmesi Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun son ylzyilindan
itibaren yogun mesai harcanan bir sure¢ oldu. Rakip ordularin kullandigr yeni teknoloji ve
usullerin 6grenilmesiyle baslayan bu sureg beraberinde egitimin farkl unsurlarini da getirdi.

Osmanli ordusunun Il. Mahmud doneminden itibaren gecirdigi degisimin temelinde Bati'yi
ogrenmek ve yenilikleri uygulamak yer aliyordu. Nizam ve ta’lim askeri modernlesmenin iki ana
prensibi olarak takip eden donemlerde de esas hedefti. Kinm Harbi'nde Fransa ve Britanya ile
yapilan ittifak, Osmanli yonetiminin modern savasin prensipleri ve fiziki unsurlarini yakindan
tanimasini sagladi. Bu savasla birlikte ordunun modernizasyonu igin yeni silahlarin alimina
agirlik verilirken Fransiz askeri usullerinin uygulanmasina devam edildi. Piyadenin onemini
artiran modern savas, piyade egitiminin de bu oneme uygun olarak sdrdurtlmesini
gerektiriyordu. Il.  Abdulhamid donemine kadar surduridlen modernizasyon c¢alismalari
kapsaminda ordunun asil giicinu olusturan piyade sinifinin egitiminde Fransiz usulleri esas
alindi. Bu donemde Almanya ile gelisen yakinlik ve elbette Alimanya'nin Fransa'ya karsi kazandigi
zaferler Osmanli ordusu i¢in Prusya Sistemi'nin model alinmasini sagladi. 1882'de gelen askeri
heyetin rehberliginde ve daha onceki donemlerden ¢ok daha yogun bir sekilde surdurtlen
calismalar sayesinde Osmanli ordusu Alman askeri usullerine gore yeniden teskilatlandirldi. Bu
calismalar strerken Alman piyade tufekleri de ithal edilmis ve Osmanli envanterindeki modern
piyade tufekleri cesitlenmisti. Alman tlfekleri kadro silahi olarak kabul edilince piyadenin silah
eg@itimi de bu silahlarla surdurdlda.

ll. Abdulhamid doneminde modern askeri egitim ciddi bir teorik altyaplya kavusurken, birlik
seviyesinde uygulamali egitimlerde istenilen seviyeye ulasilamadi. Askeri egitim kurumlarindaki
modernizasyon galismasinin ve Alman Askeri Heyeti'nin basinda olan Goltz Pasa ve diger Alman
subaylarin tum israrlarina ragmen uygulamall egitime gegilememisti. Padisah’in  birlik
seviyesinde silah egitiminden duydugu endise bu durumun en onemli sebebiydi. Il. Mesrutiyet
doneminden itibaren eksik kalmis olan atis egitimleri baslatilabildi. Piyade Endaht Mektebi,
piyade sinifinin uygulamali atesli silah egitiminde oncu bir editim merkezi olarak 1909'da acild!.
Bu merkezde Osmanli piyadesine kumanda edecek piyade subaylarinin atis egitimleri verilirken
piyadenin muharebe egitimleri de surdurdldd. |. Dinya Savasrna kadar yodun bir egitim
programi takip eden Endaht Mektebi, 1914'te savasin patlak vermesiyle ihtiyat Zabit Mektebi'ne
olarak kullaniimaya basladi. Mitareke Donemi'nde atil durumda kalan mektep istiklal Savasi'nin
kazanilmasiyla Turkiye Cumbhuriyeti'ne devredilen kurumlar arasinda yer aldi. Cumhuriyet'in ilk
yillarindan kurulustaki formuna donen Endaht Mektebi 1928'de Piyade Atis Okulu adini aldu.
Piyade subaylarinin atis kurslarinin verildigi bu okul 1941'de Cankiri'ya tasindi. 1946'ya kadar atis
egitimlerinin surdurdldidgu Atis Okulu bu tarihte kapsami genisletilerek Piyade Okulu'na
dondsturdldd.

TUrk ordusunun piyade sinifinin egitiminde 6nemli bir donim noktasi olan Piyade Endaht
Mektebi, Osmanli ve Cumhuriyet donemlerinde silah bilgisi ve atis kabiliyetlerinin artinlmasi
agisindan 6nemli bir merkez oldu. Ozellikle piyade subaylarinin silahlari yakindan taniyarak
kumanda edecekleri askerlerin bu silahlari kullaniminda rehberlik edebilmelerine katki sagladi.
Osmanlida baglatilan modernlesme calismalarinin bir Urtnd olan Piyade Endaht Mektebi,
Cumhuriyet doneminin politikalarina uygun olarak yeniden dizenlenerek hizmet vermeye devam
etti. Turk subaylari igin atis kurslari verilen bu merkez ayni zamanda TUrk Silahli Kuvvetleri'nin
en onemli sinif okulu olan Piyade Okulu'nun da temelini teskil etti.

Imparatorluk'tan Cumhuriyet'e kalan askeri mirasin tarihi seyrinin agikca izlendigi Piyade Endaht
Mektebi, Turk ordusunda devamlilik esasinin da onemli orneklerinden biri oldu. Piyade Endaht
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Mektebi'nden, dnce Piyade Atis Okulu'na son olarak da Piyade Okulu’na dogru yasanan degisim
-yeni sartlara ve kabullere uyum saglama kabiliyeti agisindan bakildiginda da- gelecek
donemlerde yasanacak degisimin degerlendirilerek ongorulebilecedi bir hareket noktasi teskil
etmektedir.

Yazar katki oranlari

Calismaya 1. Yazar: %100 oraninda katki saglamistir.

Cikar catismasi beyani

“Osmanli imparatorlugundan Turkiye Cumhuriyetine Piyade Endaht Mektebi ve Tirk
piyadesinin uygulamali atis egitimi” baslikli makalemizin herhangi bir kurum, kurulus, kisi ile mali
cikar catismasi yoktur.
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