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Imperial Cult, Greek Gods and Local Society in Demetrias (Thessaly) 

Abstract: The gradual establishment of Italians and Romans in the region of Ancient Demetrias in 
eastern Thessaly, following the decline of the Macedonian power in the second century BC, as well 
as their eventual contact with the local population and its authorities, composed the new socio-
political frame that also brought together for the first time Greek Gods and Roman Emperors. The 
aim of this paper is to shed light on the representations of the imperial power within the civic and 
sacred space of the city, following the honorific attitude displayed by local authorities and private 
individuals, as well as on its effect on shaping local political and religious identities. 
Keywords: Ruler’s cult; Imperial cult; Greek traditional cults; euergetism; honorific attitude; Koi-
non; elite. 

Religious and social transformations in Roman Mainland Greece have been elucidated over the past 
few decades by detailed studies carried out under the auspices of the Section of Greek and Roman An-
tiquities of the Institute of Historical Research in the National Hellenic Research Foundation.1 Roman 
Thessaly, however, has not yet received much attention. Besides Burrer’s monograph and a few – yet 
important – studies by members of the ‘Thessalian team’ of Lyon, most of the evidence either remains 
unpublished or is known only from preliminary archaeological reports.2 
As far as the Thessalian imperial cult is concerned, the issue is sporadically discussed in the seminal 
studies of M. Kantirea and Fr. Camia;3 the latter has also recently published a significant contribution 
on southern Thessaly.4 The authors have both stressed the complexity of the imperial cult in the East-
ern provinces, mainly due to the pre-existing and still prevalent local cults bestowed upon the Greek 
Gods and unfamiliarity of the local societies with Hellenistic royal cults that, by contrast, were well-
developed within the Hellenistic Kingdoms of Asia Minor and Egypt.5 

The cult of the ruling powers in Demetrias: Hellenistic predecessors 
Despite the undeniable validity of the last argument for the majority of Greek cities within the Mace-
donian Kingdom and its adjacent areas in Mainland Greece, Thessalian Demetrias is of exceptional 
significance because of its royal character and, most importantly, the practice of a local royal cult be-
stowed upon the royal founders of the city.6 Demetrias was founded in 293 in the inlet of the Pagasetic 
Gulf, the biggest natural port of Thessaly, by Demetrius Poliorketes, following a synoecism of local 
former Thessalian and Magnesian communities. The city soon became a Macedonian ‘naval base’, one 
of the three ‘fetters’ of Greece and eventually a cosmopolitan harbour, which actually constituted a 
‘seat (basileion) of the Macedonian kingdom’, founded to serve as a royal residence for the Antigonids.7 
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1 See, for example, Rizakis 1996; Rizakis et al. 2004; Rizakis – Camia 2008; Rizakis – Lepenioti 2010. 
2 Burrer 1993; Helly 1980; Helly 1983; Bouchon 2008a; Bouchon 2008b; Theocharis 1960, 81–83; Habicht 

1987, 274–276. 
3 Kantirea 2001; Kantirea 2007; Camia 2008; Camia 2011b; Camia – Kantirea 2010. 
4 Camia 2011a. 
5 Camia – Kantirea 2010, 375. 
6 On the royal cult in Demetrias, see Kravaritou 2013; also, Kravaritou 2011a, 120–121. 
7 Strab. 9.5; Plut., Dem. 53.3; Intzesiloglou 1996; Batziou-Efstathiou 2002; Kravaritou 2011a, 114–116. 
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The royal cult of its founders – Demetrios and Antigonos Gonatas –, along with heroes of the old local 
communities, was locally instituted during the third century BC. It should be stressed that the practice 
and ritual modalities of this joint cult provides the first post-classical evidence attesting to assimilation 
of the rulers – in this case, the Hellenistic Kings – into the local pantheon, next to pre-existing cults of 
local traditional divinities.8 Furthermore, apart from the institution of the royal cult with its evolution-
ary ritual context,9 a detailed study of the Macedonian policy regarding local cult affairs reveals a com-
plex and nuanced reality that involved an amalgam of old and new elements, this time on a wider scale; 
the reappraisal of old Magnesian (e.g. old poliadic Artemis Iolkia) and Thessalian cults (e.g. Thessalian 
Hermes Chthonios) through aggregation processes and associated negotiation patterns, next to newly-
introduced Macedonian cults (e.g. Heracles Kynagidas) and their Isiac counterparts are some of its 
highlights.10 
In addition, Demetrias’ first ruler cult demonstrates the initial public display of local post-classical ne-
gotiation patterns between local civic communities and ruling powers, through the Hellenistic diplo-
matic model of euergetism.11 The local epigraphic evidence reveals that the royal receptors of the cult 
are praised in advance for their benevolent attitude towards the traditional Gods, while new benefac-
tions are expected.12 It is widely known that these privileged interactions between the postclassical cities 
and the Hellenistic Kings formed the ideological framework which designated the ruler’s cult as the 
best mode of religious expression by the Greek communities throughout the Hellenistic period.13 Thus, 
a late third century stone base, which was discovered within the territory of the city of Demetrias, bears 
an inscribed private dedication to Antigonos Doson and Philip V;14 the inscription not only illustrates 
the ephemeral character of personalized local honours paid to royal benefactors, but also exemplifies 
the public display of honorific attitudes towards the next royal masters of Demetrias on behalf of pri-
vate individuals. Therefore, it is evident that by the end of the third century BC the population of 
Demetrias had already become familiar with significant parameters of the ruler cults, long before the 
arrival of the Romans and the first institution of the local imperial cult in the Roman East. 

Euergetism and honorific attitude in second and first century Demetrias 
From the early second century B.C. onwards epigraphic evidence attests to the gradual establishment of 
Italians and Romans in the region of Demetrias, following the progressive decline of the Macedonian 
power and the abandonment of the basileion by its royal masters.15 Their eventual contact with the lo-
cal population compose the new local socio-political frame, which put forward a renewed interest in 
the public display of honorific attitudes, this time first of all in favour of Roman benefactors.  
It is generally known that the first outgrowth of Roman benefaction towards the Thessalian ethne goes 
back to the declaration of Greek Liberty by Flamininus in 197 BC, which led to the establishment of 
autonomous Leagues of the Thessalians, Perrhaibians and Magnesians.16 Flamininus also enacted con-
stitutional laws for the Thessalians and even granted them back their rights to land and private proper-

                                                 
8 Kravaritou 2013, 271–275. 
9 Kravaritou 2013, 266–267 and 274–275. 
10 Kravaritou 2011a, 119–122; Kravaritou forthcoming a. 
11 Kravaritou 2013, 270–274. 
12 Meyer 1936, 367–376 (= McDevitt 1970, 1030A and B); republished in Kravaritou 2013, 267–271. 
13 See, for example, Chaniotis 2007, 153–171; and lately the studies in Iossif et al. 2011. 
14 SEG XII 308 (Demetrias. Late third century BC): Ἐτέαρχος Πύρρου | Κρὴς | βασιλεῖ Ἀντιγόνω[ι] καὶ Φιλίππωι. 
15 Helly 1980, 37–50; Helly 1983, 355–380; cf. Kravaritou forthcoming a. 
16 Polyb. 18,46,5: ἡ σύγκλητος ἡ Ῥωμαίων καὶ Τίτος Κοΐντιος στρατηγὸς ὕπατος, καταπολεμήσαντες βασιλέα Φίλιππον 

καὶ Μακεδόνας, ἀφιᾶσιν ἐλευθέρους, ἀφρουρήτους, ἀφορολογήτους, νόμοις χρωμένους τοῖς πατρίοις, Κορινθίους, Φωκέας, 
Λοκρούς, Εὐβοεῖς, Ἀχαιοὺς τοὺς Φθιώτας, Μάγνητας, Θετταλούς, Περραιβούς; cf. Helly 1980, 37–38. 
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ty, as is testified by epigraphic evidence from Chyrretiai and other Thessalian poleis.17 Thus, in accord-
ance to the established diplomatic model of euergetism, members of the contemporary Thessalian elite 
honoured him with statues. This is indicated, for example, by a private votive monument from Sco-
toussa; the dedicant, an ex-strategos of the neighbouring Thessalian Koinon praises Flamininus’ benev-
olence towards him and the whole city.18 
However, in Demetrias, a Roman garrison had been appointed in 197 BC in the former Macedonian 
basileion.19 In addition, the shift in political power after the contemporary creation of the first Magne-
sian Koinon instigated a turbulent period for a local society, which evidently suffered from internal 
tensions and contradictions. According to Titus Livius, the chief of the Magnetes, Eyrylochos, had ac-
tually displayed profound anti-Roman behaviour during the visit of the senatorial commission at De-
metrias in 192, accusing Romans of selfish policy;20 at the same time Zenon and the local philo-Roman 
party regarded Flamininus and the Romans as ‘divine’ benefactors, equating their benevolence towards 
the Magnetes to ‘that provided to them by the Gods’.21 This passage, where for the first time Greek 
Gods and Roman Emperors are brought together, perfectly demonstrates the ideological framework 
behind the local honorific and cultic attitude towards Imperial power for the centuries to come. This 
specific attitude is illustrated in the next centuries, by a series of inscribed statue bases and related ar-
chitectural material dating from the first century BC to the third century AD, which honour the Ro-
man Emperors as local ‘Gods’, ‘saviours’ and ‘benefactors’.22 
During the transitional time of the second century BC, the socio-political tensions described above 
made it clear that the Romans were not actually welcomed by the entire population, a fact that surely 
enabled the return of the Macedonians to Demetrias for another 25 years after the institution of the 
first Magnesian Koinon by Flamininus; it was after the battle of Pydna that the Macedonians aban-
doned Demetrias and released permanent control to the second Magnesian Koinon and the Romans.23 
After the battle of Pydna, the Romans displayed a renewed benevolent attitude towards the city and its 
population; a recently published senatus consultum, dated soon after 168 BC, attests to the distribution 
of former royal land to the Magnetes along with tax exemptions.24 This act of Roman euergetism took 
place in Demetrias almost 30 years after the original land re-distribution to the other cities of the Thes-
salian hinterland, which was enacted by Flamininus.25 
Following the reassessment of land-property, an administrative re-organisation also took place in De-
metrias as well as the entire region of eastern coastal Thessaly, following the creation of the second 
Magnesian Koinon in 167 BC.26 Second-century inscriptions mention the presence of local independ-
ent poleis and demes, indicating the replacement of the concentric geo-political model, imposed by the 
Macedonian synoecism, by a new one instituted by the Koinon.27 Also, specifically inscribed ‘Magne-
                                                 

17 IG IX (2) 89, 15–19 (Narthakion. 140 BC). IG IX (2), 338, 8–10 (Chyretiai. 196–194 BC). Πρβλ. Helly 1983, 
355; Graninger 2011, 30–32, 74. 

18 SEG XXIII 412 (Scotoussa. 189/188 BC): [Π]ραΰλος Φοξίνου | [Τ]ίτον Τίτου Κοΐνκτιον | [ἀ]ρετῆς ἕνεκεν καὶ 
εὐνοίας | [τ]ῆς εἰς αὑτὸν καὶ εἰς τὴν πόλιν. On Greek honorific attitudes towards Flamininus, see Kantirea 2007, 26–27. 

19 Polyb. 18,45; cf. Batziou-Efstathiou 2002, 13; Kravaritou 2011a, 123. 
20 Liv. 35,31,1–16. 
21 Liv. 35,31,15–16: Magnetas non libertatem modo, sed omnia quae hominibus sancta caraque sint T. Quinctio et 

populo Romano debere; nihil quemquam ab diis immortalibus precari posse, quod non Magnetes ab illis haberent. 
22 Theocharis 1960, 81–83 fig. 35; Habicht 1987, 274–276 pl. 22(3), 23(2), 27(1–3). 
23 Intzesiloglou 1996, 101–107; Batziou-Efstathiou 2002, 13–15; Kravaritou 2011a, 123. 
24 Batziou-Efstathiou – Pikoulas 2006, 79–80. 
25 IG IX (2) 89, 15–19 (Narthakion. 140 BC). IG IX (2), 338, 8–10 (Chyretiai. 196–194 BC). Πρβλ. Helly 1983, 

355. Graninger 2011, 30–32, 74. 
26 Intzesiloglou 1996, 101–107, fig. 1–3. 
27 For example, IG IX (2) 1101–1103; SEG XXIII 405, 1–9; see, in detail, Kravaritou 2013, 261–262 fn. 30, 33. 
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sian laws’ and a federal organization with common archons originating from all the poleis of the Koi-
non – Demetrias and the formerly-synoecized communities – and appointed by a common assembly 
and a synedrion were also instituted.28 
Besides the revival of independent communities, there is also important evidence for the revival of local 
traditional poliadic cults (Artemis Pagasitis, Artemis Neleia), suggesting the contemporary need for 
displaying continuity of traditional civic identities.29 For example, Artemis Iolkia, the poliadic divinity 
of the classical city of Iolkos was associated, according to legend, with the famous Argonautic expedi-
tion. After the establishment of the synoecism, Iolkos was synoecized to Demetrias and Artemis Iolkia 
became chief deity of the Macedonian royal city and symbol of its naval power along with the mythical 
Argo-ship. In the second century BC, the deity was declared tutelary divinity of the Magnesian Koi-
non, next to the traditional extra-urban Zeus Akraios of the Pelion summit and the oracular Apollo 
Koropaios;30 their cult places were visited by yearly public processions, symbolically demarcating the 
power of the Koinon over the biggest Thessalian port.31 They are also depicted on the Koinon’s coins, 
next to the famous Argo-ship and two healing divinities, the local Centaur Chiron and Asclepios.32 In 
addition, the Isiac cults, which had originally been introduced into royal Demetrias by Egyptian indi-
viduals, now gained an official cult seat, the Serapieion, and a civic priest.33 Last but not least, the cults 
of Demetrias and the other communities of the Koinon continued to be regulated by the calendar of 
Macedonian Demetrias originally used for royal foundations;34 it seems that its theophoric month 
names could be easily applied to a federal organisation and therefore this exclusively Macedonian ele-
ment was kept by the Koinon down to the Late Empire.35 
This second century reorganisation of the religious life of Demetrias would surely have needed material 
support. Contemporary epigraphic evidence puts forward prominent members of the local society, pur-
suing euergetic behaviour towards cult matters. For example, the official priest of Sarapis, Kriton son of 
Kriton, was honoured by the local group of the hypostoloi for making ‘large and extended expenses’ for 
the cult activities of the local Isiac deities;36 Kriton had been also appointed strategos of the Magnesian 
Koinon.37 Likewise, during the second half of the second century, many of the Koinon’s decrees pay 

                                                 
28 IG IX (2) 1100b, 10–11 (Demetrias. Second century BC): [ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -]ιαιος ἀπηλευθε|[ρώθη - - - - 

- - - - - - - - κατὰ τοὺς Μαγ]νήτων νόμους, …; IG IX (2) 1101, 3–8 (Demetrias. Second century BC): … προνοη|θῆναι 
δὲ ὅπως συντελεσθῇ τὰ ἐψηφισμένα τοὺς κοινοὺς | ἄρχοντας, τὸ δὲ ἐσόμενον εἰς ταῦτα ἀνήλωμα δοῦναι | τοὺς ταμίας, 
γράψα[ι] δὲ καὶ πρὸς τὰς πόλεις τὸ ἀντίγραφον | τοῦ ψηφίσματος Σῖμον τὸν γραμματέα. ἔδοξεν τοῖς | συνέδροις. ἔδοξεν 
καὶ τῆι ἐκκλησίαι (underlining is ours); cf. Intzesiloglou 1996, 102–103. 

29 IG IX (2) 1123 (Demetrias. Late second century BC): Δυνατὶς Μελανθίου | Ἀρτέμιδι Παγασίτιδι | νεβεύσα[σα]. IG 
IX (2) 1125 (Demetrias. Second century BC): Ἀντιφάντα | Πόλκου(?)| ἱερητεύσασα | Ἀφροδίτηι Νηλείαι; cf. Kravaritou 
2011a, 123. 

30 On the classical cult of Artemis Iolkia, Liampi 2005; on the Hellenistic temple of Iolkia in Demetrias, see Mar-
zolff 1976, 47–58; IG IX (2) 1125; IG IX (2) 1123; IG IX (2) 1109, B54–56; priestess of Artemis Iolkia: IG IX (2) 
1122 (Demetrias. Late second century BC): Διογένης [- - - - - - - - - - ] | τὴν ἑαυτοῦ γ[υναῖκα - - - -] | Μενάνδρου ἱε[ρη-
τεύσασαν] | Ἀρτέμιδι Ἰ[ωλκίαι]; second-century poliadic deities of the Magnesian Koinon: IG IX (2) 1125; IG IX (2) 
1123; IG IX (2) 1109, B54–56 (Demetrias. End of second century BC): . . . | ὀμνύω Δία Ἀκραῖον καὶ τὸν Ἀπόλλω[να] | 
τὸν Κοροπαῖον καὶ τὴν Ἄρτεμιν τὴν Ἰωλκίαν καὶ τοὺς ἄλ[λου]ς θε|οὺς πάντας καὶ πάσας, . . . 

31 Cult processions to the extra-urban sanctuary of Apollo Koropaios: IG IX (2) 1109. 
32 Rogers 1932 nos 324–355. 
33 On the third-century Egyptian priest of Isis at Demetrias, Stamatopoulou 2008 (=RICIS 112/0701) (Demetrias. 

ca. 250 BC). On the second-century Serapeion in Demetrias and the contemporary civic priest: IG IX (2) 1107b, 3–5 
(= RICIS 102/0703) (Demetrias. 117 BC); cf. Kravaritou forthcoming b. 

34 On the calendar months of royal foundations, see Trümpy 1997, 266–267; cf. Kravaritou 2011a, 121–122. 
35 For example, IG IX (2) 1105II (Demetrias. Second century BC). 
36 IG IX (2) 1107b. Cf. Kravaritou, forthcoming b. 
37 IG IX (2) 1105II, 1–2; IG IX (2) 1132, 1–4. Kravaritou, forthcoming b. 
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honours to high officials of the Koinon for their benevolence towards to city,38 some of whom had 
been appointed both to political and religious offices and they obviously belonged to the local political 
and economic elite.39 
Large scale euergetism procedures must surely have taken place within the significant reorganization of 
the urban and sacred landscape of Demetrias that took place from the last quarter of the second centu-
ry onwards. Archaeological evidence indicates a major destruction of Demetrias’ urban tissue around 
120 BC, ascribed to natural causes; this occasioned the abandonment of the whole area adjacent to the 
ex-Macedonian royal residence, along with the ‘sacred agora’, as well as the eventual shift of habitation 
towards the northern sector, close to the harbour (Fig. 1).40 Modest and luxurious houses and public 
baths excavated in that area reveal the current trends in private and public architecture, e.g. including 
Roman masonry which made extensive re-use of older stone material.41 Traces of Roman habitation 
north of Demetrias were also identified in the neighbouring site of Palaia/Kastro Volou (classical Iol-
kos?).42 Obviously, this reorganisation of urban space eventually led to the redefinition of local sacred 
space, including the relocation of older cults; for example, Artemis Iolkia abandoned its seat in the Hel-
lenistic ‘sacred agora’ and was relocated elsewhere in Demetrias, and probably at a later time at Palaia/ 
Kastro Volou.43  
Later on, a decree by the Koinon instructing the restoration of Apollo Koropaios’ oracle points to cult 
renovation in relation to the local socio-political texture.44 The decree is dated at the beginning of the 
first century BC and it could therefore slightly postdate the Mithridatic wars, which also provoked a 
troublesome period for the public monuments of Demetrias, including dismantlement of funeral mon-
uments in order to reinforce the wall-towers.45 The preamble states the reasons for the desired eukosmia 
(the piety of the polis towards the divinity, the venerable age of the oracle which was itself held in high 
esteem by the polis’ ancestors and also the great number of its foreign visitors, xenoi) confirming both 
the continuous respect for ancestral heritage and the adaptation of sacred space to present needs. Pro-
hibition against violation of sacred property is prescribed for the citizens, politai, other residents, 
metoikountes, and passing foreigners, endemountes xenoi, which illustrates the wide and diversified range 
of visitors. Among them we should also consider the individuals with Greek names originating from 
Italy and the Roman officials, soldiers and private individuals who were added to the socio-political 
frame of Thessaly already from the second century BC.46 
Some of these foreign individuals would surely also have contributed to the development of Demetrias’ 
new urban and sacred space and then become subjects of local honorific attitude. For example, towards 
the end of the second century BC, the Magnesian Koinon honours a Roman individual for benevolent 
attitude towards the city.47 

                                                 
38 For example, IG IX (2) 1103 (Demetrias. 130–126 BC): Μάγνητες Ἑρμογένην Ἁδύμ[ου] | Δημητριῆ τὸν 

γραμματέα [τῶν] | συνέδρων ἀρετῆς ἕνεκ[εν καὶ] | εὐνοίας τῆς εἰς αὑτούς. 
39 In IG IX (2) 1111 (Demetrias. Ca. 130–126 BC), for example, Lysias, son of Epiteles, had been appointed strate-

gos of the Magnesian Koinon; in addition, in IG IX (2) 1108 (Demetrias. Ca. 130–126) BC), Lysias, as priest of Zeus 
Akraios – one of the three tutelary deities of the Koinon –, held also the eponymous archonship in Demetrias. See, in 
detail, Kravaritou, forthcoming b. 

40 Marzolff 1996, 58, 62 and pl. 1; Batziou-Efstathiou 2002, 15, 36–40. 
41 See lately, Triantafyllopoulou 2012; cf. Stamatopoulou 2011–2012, 80–82. 
42 See lately, Skafida 2012; cf. Stamatopoulou 2011–2012, 79–80. 
43 Skafida 2012. 
44 IG IX (2) 1109, 1–94 (Region of Demetrias. End of second century BC). 
45 Batziou-Efstathiou 2002, 15, 17–19. 
46 Helly 1983, 361; cf. Kravaritou forthcoming a. 
47 IG IX (2) 1105III (Demetrias. End of second century BC). 
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During the first century BC, Roman officials were also honoured as benefactors in Demetrias, an ini-
tiative generally attributed to the local Greek elites.48 A stone base, which was found out of context, 
belongs to the honorific statue of Gnaeus Pompeius (probably erected on his passage during the war 
against the pirates);49 another stone base, which comes from the northern sector of Demetrias, belongs 
to the bronze statue erected for C. Caelius Rufus, identified as a political senatorial adversary of Julius 
Caesar.50 On top of voting public honours, the Magnesians – along with the Thessalians – also provid-
ed support to the Roman expeditions and civil wars.51 Magnesian support, Roman benefaction and 
Magnesian payment of honours illustrate the dynamic development and the display of local contempo-
rary trends in the late Hellenistic euergetism model.52 

Imperial cult and Greek Gods in Demetrias 
In the Imperial period the honorific statues erected for the new Roman benefactors in Demetrias bear 
imperial faces and the old ones are soon forgotten.53 Caelius’ bronze statue was in fact removed and its 
base was reemployed for a marble statue erected in honour of Julius Caesar, proclaimed ‘Imperator’ 
and ‘God’.54 The base was found in second use, in an Early-Christian basilica in the northern sector of 
Demetrias, and thus its original character remains unclear. A large series of contemporary honorific 
statues of Caesar known from many Greek cities and dated after the battle of Pharsalos has been at-
tributed to an initiative of the Delphic Amphictiony and thus rejects the cultic character of the statue;55 
also, there is no other evidence that could point to a potential introduction of Caesar into the local 
pantheon. Elements suggestive of a cult of Julius Caesar are only attested in the Roman colony of Cor-
inth.56 Therefore, the epithet ‘God’ – which is also attested in Carthaia of Ceos57 – has been attributed 
to the honorific vocabulary of the philo-Roman local elite of Demetrias, as a way to ensure privileges in 
advance.58 In fact, after the battle of Pharsalos, Caesar had obviously assigned the privilege of freedom 
to the Magnetes, as well as to all of his Thessalian allies.59  
Meanwhile, from the time of Caesar to the beginning of the Imperial period, the coins issued by the 
Magnesian Koinon continue to illustrate local traditional divinities (e.g. Artemis Iolkia, Zeus Akraios, 
Chiron, Apollo), which demonstrate the continuity of the Koinon’s traditional pantheon.60 Also, new 
cults of Greek Gods are attested during this period, such as that of Athena.61 Finally, there was a signif-

                                                 
48 See, Kantirea 2007, 27–32. 
49 IG IX (2) 1134 (Demetrias. 66–62 BC): [ὁ δῆμος(?) | Γναῖ]ον Πομπήϊον Γναΐο[υ υἱὸν] | τὸ τρίτον αὐτοκράτ[ορα] |  

τὸν ἑαυτοῦ εὐεργ[έτην]. On Greek honorific attitude towards Gnaeus Pompeius, see Kantirea 2007, 32.  
50 Arvanitopoulos 1929, 201 no. 424a fig. 26–27 (Demetrias. 52/51 BC): Δημητριεῖς Γάιον Καίλιον Γαΐου υἱὸν 

Ῥοῦφον, πρεσβευ|τὴν καὶ ἀντιστράτηγον, ἀποδεδειγμένον δὲ καὶ δή|μαρχον· τὸν ἑατῶν εὐεργέτην· ἀρετῆς ἕνεκεν | τῆς εἰς 
ἑατούς. 

51 Helly 1980, 48. 
52 Cf. Kantirea 2007, 25. 
53 For the honours bestowed upon the Roman emperors by the Magnesian Koinon, cf. Kravaritou in press. 
54 Arvanitopoulos 1929, 203, no. 424 (= SEG XIV 474) (Demetrias. 48 BC): Γάϊος Ἰούλιος Καῖσαρ αὐτοκράτωρ | 

θεός. 
55 Raubitschek 1954, 65–75. Πρβλ. Kantirea 2007, 32–36. 
56 See, in detail, Kantirea 2007, 35–36. 
57 IG XII (5) 557 (Carthaia. 45/44 BC): ὁ δῆμος ὁ Καρθαιέων | τὸν θεὸν καὶ αὐτοκράτορα | καὶ σωτῆρα τῆς 

οἰκουμένης | Γάϊον Ἰούλιον Καίσαρα Γαΐου | Καίσαρος υἱὸν ἀνέθηκεν. 
58 Kantirea 2007, 35. 
59 Plut. Caes. 48,1: Καῖσαρ δὲ τῷ Θετταλῶν ἔθνει τὴν ἐλευθερίαν ἀναθεὶς νικητήριον ἐδίωκε Πομπήϊον. 
60 Rogers 1932, 106–113 fig. 163–181. 
61 Habicht 1987, 273 no 5 pl. XXIII(1) (=SEG XXXVIII 461) (Demetrias. Late Hellenistic): Παρμένεα Ἀντιγόνου 

ε[ἱρ]|ητεύσασα Ἀθηνᾷ; cf. Kravaritou 2011a, 129. 
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icant change in popular belief: Hermes Chthonios, related to classical Thessalian eschatological beliefs, 
which had been adopted in the Macedonian multi-cultural Demetrias, begins to gradually disappear;62 
in addition, funerary stelai of both Greeks and Italians buried in Demetrias gradually become more 
modest.63 
Following the death of Caesar in 44 BC and the receipt of the title ‘Augustus’ by his stepson Octavius 
in 27 BC, the latter is honoured as ‘son of God’ and later as ‘God’64 on a panhellenic level. In Demetri-
as, from 27 BC onwards, the legendary figure of the Centaur Chiron is joined on the Koinon’s coins 
by Augustus, the ‘Sebastos of the Magnetes’;65 it should be noted that no traces of further local cultic 
honours are preserved. 
On the contrary, in the neighouring Thessalian Koinon, Augustus, who is depicted on federal coins as 
‘God, Caesar of the Thessalians’, seems to have received cultic honours in the capital of the Koinon, 
Larisa, as well as in other Thessalian cities (stelai, bases and, foremost, altars calling him ‘God’ and 
‘Saviour’).66 Livia, the new ‘Hera Ioulia’, also received an official cult with a female priest in Larisa.67 
Their introduction into the local and federal pantheon is confirmed by further depictions of Augustus 
on federal coins, along with Athena Itonia, the old tutelary divinity of the Thessalian Koinon, to whom 
Augustus had been appointed eponymous strategos.68 Finally, the celebration of Kaisareia in Larisa in-
troduced the imperial worship into federal calendaric time, while federal linear time was equally modi-
fied by the adoption of a new chronological era, the ‘etos sebaston’.69 Helly and Bouchon have already 
argued that the exaltation of Thessalian honours paid to Augustus coincide with the allocation of privi-
leges to the Thessalian Koinon (geographical expansion including the absorption of southern perioikoi 
and appropriation of their votes before the Delphic Amphictiony and the appellation ‘Sebasteoi’ at-
tributed to the Thessalians).70 
Consequently, the lack of Magnesian honours in Demetrias and its region towards Augustus should 
not be merely attributed to lack of evidence; instead we should probably also consider the inefficiency 
of Augustus’ euergetic attitude at a local level: his Thessalian politics favoured the Magnetes with au-
tonomy but deprived them of their Amphictionic votes. 
During the next centuries, similar personalized and therefore ephemeral honours were bestowed upon 
many Emperors on behalf of the authorities of the Magnesian Koinon. Similarly, in the first century 

                                                 
62 On Thessalian Hermes Chthonios, see Avagianou 2002; painted Hermes on the painted funeral stelai of Deme-

trias, in Arvanitopoulos 1928; Batziou-Efstathiou 2002, 43 fig. 54–55; Kravaritou 2011a, 119; in detail, Stamatopou-
lou 1999, 153–162. 

63 Helly 1983, 366–367. 
64 See, in detail, Kantirea 2007, 41–53. 
65 Rogers 1932, 113 fig. 182. 
66 Coins: Burrer 1994, 309. Obverse: Head of Augustus and legend ΘΕΟΣ ΚΑΙΣΑΡ ΘΕΣΣΑΛ | ITA; reverse: Head 

of Livia and legend ΗΡΑ ΛΕΙΟΥΙΑ. Stone bases, stelai, altars: IG IX (2) 604 (Larisa): [θεοῦ Σε]βαστοῦ | [Καίσαρο]ς 
Σωτῆρος ; cf. also IG IX (2) 93 (Echinos); IG IX (2) 424 (Pherai); IG IX (2) 425 (Pherai); IG IX (2) 612 (Larisa); IG 
IX (2) 677 (Atrax); IG IX (2) 730 (Phalanna); IG IX (2) 1288 (Halos); SEG XLIII 241 (Atrax); IG IX (2) 51 (Trikke); 
IG IX (2) 677 (Trikke); IG IX (2) 730 (Larisa). Πρβλ. Benjamin – Raubitchek 1959, 69. Kantirea 2007, 51–52. Bou-
chon 2008b, 436–437. 

67 IG IX (2) 333 (Larisa. Early first century AD): ὁ] δῆμος ὁ Λαρεισαίων [- - - - - - - -] | Δεξίππου, γυναῖκα δὲ 
Φιλίσκου τοῦ Ἀρι[σ]το[βού]λου υἱοῦ, ἱερητε[ύσ]ασαν Ἰου|λίας Ἥρας Σεβαστῆς. 

68 Rogers 1932, 30 fig. 18. Obverse: head of Augustus and legend ΣΕΒΑΣΤΗΩΝ ΘΕΣΣΑΛΩΝ. Reverse: figure of 
Athena Itonia. 

69 IG IX (2) 614b, 4–5 (Larisa. First century AD): ἄλλα Καισάρηα ἄνδρ[ας] | στάδιον καὶ ἀποβατ[ικῷ]; on the cal-
endar of the Thessalian Koinon, see Graninger 2008, 343–344; Kravaritou 2011b, 116–125; on the ‘etos sebaston’: 
Bouchon 2008b, 430–436, 445–463. 

70 Helly 1980, 43–44; Bouchon 2008b, 438–439; cf. Kantirea 2007, 52. 
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AD, Tiberius is related to the renovation of Demetrias’ public monuments. His name was inscribed on 
the scaene frons of Demetrias’ theatre, presumably accompanying his honorific statue.71 It is important 
that the monument, a victim of the late second century devastation of Demetrias, was actually renovat-
ed and reused during the first century AD, while it became a meeting place for the Magnesian Koi-
non.72 
Later on, the Emperor Claudius was depicted with the local Centaur Chiron on the coins issued by the 
Magnesian Koinon. He was also proclaimed eponymous archon, strategos, of the Koinon;73 this was 
most probably an honour attributed in absentia, as it happened with Augustus in the case of the Thes-
salian Koinon.74 Claudius in Delphi was also symbolically supervising manumission procedures and 
juridical affairs.75 
During the Flavian Dynasty, the Magnesian Koinon honoured Emperor Titus, as ‘God, son of God’ 
and ‘New Apollo, benefactor’, with a statue that was probably erected in the theatre;76 this is most 
probably a sign of his introduction into the local pantheon (association with Apollo Koropaios?). 
In the aftermath of the second century AD, the Magnesian Koinon erected a statue in honour of megis-
tos and theiotatos Septimius Severus.77 The Emperor is also depicted on coins of the Koinon, along with 
the tutelary Zeus Akraios;78 it has been argued that the assimilation of the Emperors with Zeus was in-
fluenced by imperial ideology, since Juppiter had been perfectly assimilated to the image of the Emper-
or as pater patriae, the victorious saviour of the world.79 Finally, an altar made of local marble, which 
was dedicated to the same Emperor and to the Olympian Gods by a Greek, displays similar honorific 
behaviour on a private level80. The dedicant, Secundus son of Menadros, was most likely a prominent 
member of the local society, as he was appointed Councillor of the Hadrianic Panhellenion at Athens; 
Chr. Habicht has argued that he could be the father of Philemon son of Secundus, an eponymous ar-
chon of the Magnesian Koinon.81 On the contrary, it has also been argued that he was not among the 
wealthy citizens of Demetrias, since he was not in possession of Roman citizenship and, therefore, was 
identified as an individual seeking to take advantage of his renowned office, in order to achieve a dis-
tinguished political career; his father’s name attests to his Greek origin, while his name illustrates his 
philoroman attitude.82 
According to the inscription, Secundus performed sacrifices seeking good omens, regarding the salva-
tion and victory of the Emperor; this had probably occurred on the occasion of one of his military 

                                                 
71 SEG XXIII 449 (Demetrias. 1–50 AD): [- - - - - - - - Σεβασ]τῷ Τιβερίῳ [- - - - - - - - -].  
72 Intzesiloglou 2011, 33–47, especially 40. 
73 Rogers 1932, 115, 362 fig. 184 (41–54 AD). IG IX (2) 1115, 1 (Demetrias): [στρατη]γοῦντος Καίσαρος 

Τ[ιβερίου Κλαυδίου(?), προστα]τεύοντος Λονγίνου παρὰ Μάρκου Τειτίου | [- - - - - - - - -]του τοῦ Κη̣φ̣ισο[- - - - - - - - -]. 
74 Bouchon 2008b. 
75 Bouchon 2008b. 
76 Theocharis 1960, 81 no. 3, fig. 35. Habicht 1987 pl. XXVII(3) (= SEG XXIII 450) (Demetrias. 79–81 AD): 

Μάγνητες θεὸν θεοῦ υἱὸν | Τίτον Καίσαρα νέον Ἀπ<ό>λλωνα εὐ|εργέτην. For the assimilation of Emperors with Greek 
Gods on local level, see in detail, Kantirea 2007, 37–38, 95–157. 

77 IG IX (2) 1137, 1–9 (Demetrias. 193–211 AD): τὸν μέγιστον καὶ | θειότατον Αὐτοκρά|τορα Καίσαρα Λούκι|ον 
Σεπτείμιον Σευ|βῆρον Περτίνακα Σε|βαστὸν τὸ κοινὸν | τῶν Μαγνήτων καὶ | οἱ σύνεδροι | τὸν εὐεργέτην. 

78 Rogers 1932, 118 fig. 189. 
79 Kantirea 2007, 15. 
80 Habicht 1987, 290 pl. XXVII(1) (= SEG XXV 680, 1–14) (Demetrias. Late second century AD): ἀγαθῇ τύχῃ |   

Θεοῖς Ὀλυμπίοις | καὶ τῷ μεγίστῳ | σωτῆρι Αὐτοκρά|τορι Λουκίῳ Σε|πτιμίῳ Σεουήρῳ | Περτίνακι Εὐσε|βεῖ Εὐτυχεῖ 
Σε|κοῦνδος Μενάν|δρου ὁ Πανέλλην | θύσας καὶ καλλιε|ρήσας ὑπὲρ τῆς | σωτηρίας αὐτοῦ | καὶ νείκης. 

81 Habicht 1987, 290. On the role played by the local elites in the Imperial cult, see Kantirea 2007, 159–189; cf. 
the studies in Rizakis – Camia 2008.  

82 For similar attitudes in the Roman East, see the studies in Rizakis 1996 and Rizakis et al. 2004. 
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campaigns. These are presumably sacrifices to the Gods, the second type of sacrifices related to the 
Emperors.83 The location of the altar in the theatre of Demetrias – in the Koinon’s meeting place84 – 
illustrates the diplomatic aspect of socio-political and religious behaviour among distinguished individ-
uals, local authorities and Roman power; it also indicates that Demetrias/the Koinon had by this time 
become a member of the Panhellenion.85 Finally, the altar offers important evidence for the existence of 
an imperial cult in Demetrias at the beginning of the third century AD. 
Later on, in 282 AD, Carus was proclaimed  kyrios of the Koinon, a fact that probably implies the rise 
of a renewed imperial civic patronage, including euergesies – mostly material support – on behalf of the 
Master and obligations of the local community;86 however, no signs of a potential cult paid to him have 
been preserved.  
Moreover, another third-century fragmentary inscription confirms the presence of a local imperial cult. 
The text refers to a ‘high priest of the Sebastoi’ – probably the high priest of the Magnesian Koinon – 
and to the organization of agonothesia, local public games in honour of the Emperors;87 in Demetrias, 
gladiators are also attested by the epigraphic evidence.88 The presence of Thessalian imperial high 
priests, who were members of the local political and economic elites, is also confirmed at Larisa, Me-
tropolis, Echinos and especially at southern Hypata;89 based on that observation, F. Camia has recently 
argued that Thessaly possessed more than one centres of imperial cult.90 Thessalian high priests were 
also operating on a provincial level, as agonothetai of the Delphic Pythia and were honored by the Am-
phiktyons for their extended benefactions;91 this indicates the direct involvement of Thessalians in the 
politics abroad, sanctioned by current trends in cult activity and euergetic behavior.92 Although the 
inscription conveys no further information on Demetrias’ imperial high-priest, it confirms the presence 
of a third-century local imperial cult and of wealthy individuals engaged in its promotion.93 
As far as all the other earlier statue bases honouring the Emperors as ‘Gods’ are concerned, these do not 
constitute on their own certain proof of the presence of a local imperial cult in Demetrias during the 
early empire, especially given the absence of secure information regarding their original context.94 Nev-
ertheless, as M. Kantirea has recently argued, the regular public display of imperial statues and dedica-
tions on public monuments illustrate the domination of Emperors over the civic space of almost all 
Greek cities.95 

                                                 
83 For the Greek ritual practices involved in the Imperial cult, see Price 1980, 28–43; Kantirea 2007, 181–184, es-

pecially 182. Camia – Kantirea 2010, 381. 
84 Intzesiloglou 2011, 40.  
85 Ferrary 2001, 17–35. 
86 IG IX (2) 1138, 1–6 (Demetrias. 282 AD): [τὸν] μέγιστον καὶ | [θειό]τατον κύριον ἡ|[μῶν] Καίσαρα Μ(ᾶρκον) 

Αὐρ(ήλιον) Κᾶ|[ρον τ]ὸν Σεβαστ[ὸ]ν τὸ | [κοινὸ]ν τῶν Μαγνήτων | [κ]αὶ οἱ σύ[ν]εδροι ; Habicht 1987 pl. 27(2). For the 
title κύριος, see Eilers 2002. 

87 Habicht 1987, 275, pl. XXIII(2) and fig. 52(9) (=SEG XXXVII 463) (Demetrias. Late Impirial times): [τὸν 
δεῖνα]α Ἡγησί[ου ὁ ἀγωνοθέ|τη]ς καὶ ἀρχιερ[εὺς τῶν Σε|βα]στῶν ἐπὶ τῷ [․․․․ ὁ δεῖνα | Συν]τρόφου, θέσει δὲ [τοῦ 
δεῖ|νος]․Υ, τῆς ἀγωνοθ[εσίας ὑπό | μνημα(?)]. 

88 Adrymi-Sismani 2004, 126, no cat. 28. 
89 For the role of Greek Imperial priesthood, see Kantirea 2007, 172–190; Camia 2008, 23–41; Camia 2011b, 

133–188. For Imperial priesthood in Thessaly, βλ. Camia 2011a; Camia 2011b, 154–162. 
90 Camia 2011a. 
91 For example, IG IX (2) 44, 5–8 (Hypata). 
92 Camia 2011a, 147–148. 
93 Cf. Camia 2011a, 146. 
94 Cf. Hojte 2005. 
95 Kantirea 2007, 89–158. 
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To sum up, in Roman times, the emotional bewilderment of Greek reality in the face of new political 
powers reflects on the religious attitude of the Magnesian Koinon, wavering between traditional deities 
and divinized Emperors.96 The accumulation of imperial representations and references to imperial 
names and titles, within the renovated urban and sacred space of Roman Demetrias, away from the 
Macedonian ex-royal sector and its public monuments that expressed royal ideology, perfectly illus-
trates the domination of Imperial power and ideology over Demetrias’ civic space, as well as its co-
existence with the traditional Greek Gods, both promoted by the Magnesian Koinon. At the same 
time, the coexistence in the city’s civic space of honorific monuments dedicated to both Roman and 
Greek local benefactors illustrates the transformation of the local society and the need of the powerful 
elites for public display of themselves and their masters, from the Late Hellenistic times onwards. All 
these gradually led to Demetrias’ transformation from a Hellenistic royal residence to an Imperial city. 
However, the extensive excavations of the last century, which shed considerable light on the impressive 
ruins of the Hellenistic royal city of Demetrias, along with Strabo’s citation on Demetrias’ shrinkage 
during Roman times, led modern research to promote the image of Roman Demetrias, as a city in total 
decline.97 The presence of officials of the imperial administration in Demetrias had for long been an 
embarrassing problem.98 Recent rescue excavations in the northern sector of the city have begun to 
challenge that view of Roman Demetrias (Fig. 1). Alongside modest Roman houses, impressive habita-
tion units with rich mosaic decoration, a Roman tavern and extensive bath installations have been un-
earthed.99 In addition, the existence of a Roman agora in the same area has been proposed, since a pair 
of equestrian statues was located there, along with large marble blocks, coming from a large votive exe-
dra bearing extensive manumission records dated to the late Hellenistic and to the Imperial period (se-
cond century BC to third century AD); these inscriptions also attest to the flourishing local presence of 
Greeks bearing Roman names as a result of the extended attribution of the Roman civitas from second 
century AD.100 Therefore, it is not a surprise that all manifestations of imperial power are actually lo-
cated in that area – most of them being reused as building material in a later basilica –, as well as in the 
renovated theatre of Demetrias, where the Koinon’s assemblies and public spectacles conjointly took 
place. 
Although, no numismatic evidence on a local neokoreia and no traces of a local Sebasteion have been 
discovered to-date, the concentration of relevant finds in the northern sector of Demetrias indicates 
that locus or loci of imperial cult should be sought in that area, either incorporated in other(s) 
prominent cult-seat(s) and public buildings (porticoes) or in the form of free standing monuments.101 
Away from the sector of the ex-basileion, Roman emperors were honoured along with traditional deities 
and members of the local elite – e.g. civic priests, eponymous archons of the Koinon, foreign 
benefactors – within a newly formed urban, political, sacred and eventually social landscape, which 
subtly balanced between local expectations, Roman imperialism and also parallel interventions;102 a 
private monument most probably attesting the intermarriage of a Graeco-Roman couple that con-

                                                 
96 cf. Kravaritou 2011a, 123–124. 
97 Strab. 9,5,19. Batziou-Efstathiou 2002, 15. 
98 IG IX (2) 1124 (Demetrias. Imperial times): Ἀσκλ[ηπιῷ] | καὶ Ὑγ[είαι]│Φιλόλ[- - - - - - - -] | Σεβασ[τοῦ(?)] 

{Σεβασ[τῶν](?)} | οἰκον[ό]|μο[ς] (underlining is ours). 
99 Triantafyllopoulou 2012, with detailed bibliography; cf. for the expansion of the Roman habitation towards the 

northern neighbouring site of Palia, see Skafida 2012. 
100 On the alleged place of the Roman agora in Demetrias, see Marzolff 1996, 56; also, Batziou-Efstathiou – Pikou-

las 2004–2009, 453. On the equestrian statues and the exedra with the manumission records, Marzollf 1996, 56; in 
detail, Habicht 1987, 277–287 pl. XXIV–XXVI; also, Marzolff 1987b, 49–61, fig. 9, pl. 9–18. 

101 On the topography and architecture of the imperial cult, see Price 1984, 133–169; Kantirea 2007, 89–158; 
Evangelidis 2008. 

102 IG IX (2) 1128 (Demetrias. Imperial period): Αὐρ(ήλιος) | Τειμασίθεος | Κενταύριος ὁ ἱερ[ε]|ὺς τῷ Ἀκραίῳ Δι[ί]. 
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secrates their son to the imported Hellenistic Sarapis and Isis after divine ordinance (prostagma) – a 
concurrent dogmatic trend in Isiac cults – highlights the dynamic evolution of local socio-religious 
patterns beyond cultural Romanisation or Hellenization.103 
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Özet 
Demetrias Kenti’nde İmparator Kültü, Yunan Tanrılar ve Toplumsal Yapı  

Antigonid Hanedanlığının önemli kraliyet merkezlerinden biri olan Demetrias kentinde iktidar kültü-
nün belirgin unsurları İ.Ö. 3. yüzyılda oluşmuştur. Bölgenin İ.Ö. 2. yüzyılın başından itibaren Roma 
etkisi altına girmesiyle birlikte T. Quinctius Flamininus gibi Romanın önde gelen yöneticileri de bu ik-
tidar kültüne dahil edilmiştir. Sonraki dönemlerde başka güçlü Romalılar «Tanrı», «Kurtarıcı» ve «Ha-
yırhah» olarak karşımıza çıkmaktadır. Pydna Savaşı’ndan sonra Makedon etkisinin bölgeden tamamen 
kaybolmasıyla birlikte otonomilerini kazanan Thessalia kentleri Magnesia Koinonu’nun himayesinde 
şekillenmiştir. Bununla birlikte Koinon merkezi olan Demetrias ve diğer kentlerde eski kültlerin tekrar 
canlandığına tanık olmaktayız. Koinon’da söz sahibi olan bazı soylular bu tanrıların rahipliğini üstlen-
miş ve kentlere çeşitli destek sağlamışlardır. 2. yüzyılın sonlarında Demetrias’ın mimari dokusunda bir 
Romalılaşma yaşandığı tespit edilmiştir. 
Augustus ile birlikte oluşan İmparator kültünün izleri Magnesia Koinonu’nun başlıca merkezi olarak 
konumunu sürdüren Demetrias’ta beklenilenden çok daha azdır. Augustus ve ardıllarının birlik ve kent 
çapında tanrı olarak tapınım gördüklerine dair herhangi bir delil yoktur. Bunun başlıca sebeplerinden 
biri Augustus’un Amfiktiyoni’de Magnesia Birliği’nin oyunu iptal etmesi olabilir. Flaviuslar Döne-
mi’nde İmparator Titus Birlik tarafından «Tanrı oğlu Tanrı» ve «Yeni Apollon, Euergetes» olarak onur-
landırılmıştır. İmparatorların yerel pantheon’a dahil edilmeleri Septimius Severus için de tespit edile-
bilmektedir. Bir imparator rahibi ancak 3. yüzyılda belgelenmiştir. Demetrias’ta Neokorluk ve İmpara-
tor tapınağına dair herhangi bir veri henüz ele geçmemiştir. Ancak kentin mimari dokusu ve Roma 
isimlerinin kullanımının çoğalması Demetrias’ın da bir Romalılaşma süreci yaşadığını kanıtlamaktadır. 
Anahtar sözcükler: İktidar kültü; İmparator kültü; Geleneksel Yunan kültleri; Euergetizm; Onurlandır-
ma geleneği; Magnesia Birliği; soylu sınıfı.  
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Fig. 1. Plan of Demerias adapted from Marzolff 1987a, plan 1, with indication (in shadow) of the northern 
post-hellenistic sector. 
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