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A Roman Senator ‘redivivus’ and a new Asiarch: Two new Inscriptions from
Thyateira and Hierokaisareia

Abstract: The article is a publication of two new Greek inscriptions from Thyateira and Hiero-
kaisareia, both dating from the Roman Imperial period. The new inscription from Thyateira
contains the first epigraphical attestation of the Roman senator Domitius Florus previously known
only from a short reference in Dio Cassius, while the new inscription from Hierokaisareia honours
a previously unattested Asiarch.
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1. The senator Domitius Florus

Marble statue-base allegedly brought from Kayislar' c. 14 km SW of Thyateira as crow flies, today kept
in the Manisa Museum (copy 2000). H. 123; W. 57; Th. 60; letter-height 2-3 cm.

Date: Reign of Elagabalus or Severus Alexander.
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Domitius Florus, the most excellent legate of Asia, praetor of Romans, tribune, curator of the acts of the
sacred Senate, quaestor of Greece, her patron and benefactor, for his excellence in both words and deeds, the
most splendid and most eminent and greatest city of Thyateirenoi, through the care of Tib. Cl. Stratoni-
cianus Junior, his friend; the statue is six feet and ten digits high, equal in height to the statue [is the base].

l. 1: The new inscription records in the descending order the offices of one Domitius Florus, the
highest one being that of a senatorial legatus pro praetore of the proconsul of Asia,? preceded by three of-
fices discharged in Rome: of praetor, tribunus plebis, and curator actorum senatus/ab actis senatus,® the
lowest and last mentioned office being the one of a guaestor provinciae Achaiae. This is the first epi-
graphic attestation of the Roman senator Domitius Florus. Luckily, he is not completely unknown,
since we find a single mention of this personality in Dio Cassius (LXXIX 22.1): Aopitiog € Tic PADpog
niepidpopf) Oepameiog mPOg omovdapxiov, KAiTOl TPOTEPOV TOTE TA THG POVARG DITOUVALATA S1d XEIPOC
Exwv Kai dyopavouog €m avtoic dmodeixdfivon ddeihwv, eita mpiv apEon Thg éAmidog dice IIhawTiovov
EKTECOV, KATEOTAONTO Kol drjuapyog amedeixOn.* This passage demonstrates that the career of Domi-
tius Florus had commenced under Septimius Severus when he was entrusted with the office of curator
actorum senatus/ab actis senatus; after that he was in line for aedilship, but due to his association with
Severus’ praetorian prefect Gaius Fulvius Plautianus who fell from power and lost his life in 205, his
career suffered a temporary setback until the commencement of Macrinus’ reign, when in 217 Florus
became a #ribunus plebis. That is all Dio has to report on Domitius Florus. The new inscription from
Thyateira brings with it fresh evidence to the effect that Florus began his cursus honorum as a quaestor
provinciae Achaiae,” went on to assume the position of a curator actorum senatus, after a 15-year hiatus
became a tribunus plebis in 217, then under Elagabalus a praetor, to finally arrive in Asia as a legatus pro
praetore under the same Emperor or possibly under Alexander Severus.® As he was probably in his mid-
forties at that moment,” his career could have easily continued beyond that point.

l. 15-16: Tib. Cl. Stratonicianus Junior, Florus’ friend who took care of the setting up of his statue, is
already known. He was the son of Tib. Cl. Stratonicianus, strategos of Thyateira featuring on coins
minted under Elagabalus,® also mentioned as a dekaprotos, strategos and sitones in a recently published
honororific inscription from the same city.” In the last mentioned inscription, Stratonicianus Junior
and his brother T. Cl. Quirinus (also known as Celsus) are honoured by the council, the people and
the neoi of Thyateira as lampadarchai and dekaprotoi. Moreover, T. Cl. Quirinus Celsus appears alone
in another inscription from Thyateira, as the ¢irog of P. Aelius Aelianus whose honorific statue and
base he helped set up.'

2 A. v. Premerstein, s.v. legatus, RE X111, 1924, coll. 1143-1144.

3 For the last one, see W. Kubitschek, s.v. acta, RE I1, 1893, coll. 289, and E. Kornemann, s.v. curatores, RE V2,
1901, coll. 1795-1796.

* A certain Domitius Florus, who formerly had been keeper of the senate records and should by right have been aedile next,
but had, then, before he could enter on the office, been deprived of all hope of it because of Plautianus, now recovered his
standing, thanks to the vigorous canvassing of his followers, and was appointed tribune. On Domitius Florus, see PIRIII,
48 no. 147; Barbieri 1952, 51 no. 204; Potter 2006, 16; Scott 2008, 254.

> On quaestores active in provinces, see G. Wesener, s.v. quaestor, RE XXIV1, 1963, coll. 816-817. Before entering
the quaestorship, Florus might have been assigned one of the posts within the vigintivirate.

¢ The question remains as to the identity of the governor of Asia during Domitius Florus’ legateship. Candidates are
(M. Nummius Umbrius Primus Senecio) Albinus (c. 221), C. Aufidius Marcellus (219-222), Q. (Hedius) Lollianus
Plautius Avitus (c. 224), Q. Ai(acius Modestinus Crescentianus?) (222/235), Q. (Virius/Vibius Egnatius) Sulpicius
Priscus (222/235). Cf. Magie 1950, 1585; Thomasson 1984, coll. 234-235 nos. 183—184; Mennen 2011, 262.

7 He was probably born around 170-175 A.D.

STAM V.2, p. 312.

? Herrmann — Malay 2007, 4142 no. 25 (=SEG 57 1177; AE 2007, 1350).

"TAM V.2 927.
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1. 18-20: Last three lines, of which the third is completely lost today, contain some exceptional details
on the height of the honorific statue decreed to Domitius Florus by the city of Thyateira (6 feet 10
digits = c. 204 cm) and its base (equal in height to the statue). Since the base is only 123 c¢m high to-
day, it has lost about 80 cm of its original height, in other words, its crown and base mouldings. In his
most recent book, J. Ma (2013, 249-250) adduces similar specifications on the size of the statues
found in several Hellenistic honorific decrees, where the norm, for non-royal individuals, appears to
have been four cubits or 185 cm.

On the B&oic as the term for statue base, cf. Coulton 2005, 136 and 150-151.

2. The Asiarch Valerius -tus

Tiyenli, Kulakdede Mevkii (SE of Hierokaisareia).” Quadrangular marble base broken on bottom and
damaged on the sides and above. H. 74; W. 54; Th. 50; letter-height 2.5cm. Present location unknown
(copy 1994).
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With good fortune! The city (honours) Valerius [ Jtus, the asiarch; in
the year when Soteros, son of Soteros, and his colleagues were the ad-
ministrators of the estate of Menekrates. [P.?] Ael. Caecilianus of tribe
He[phais]tias supervises the works.

1. 2—4: The asiarch Valerius honoured by the city of Hierokaisareia was previously unknown; unfortu-
nately, his name is not completely preserved.
l. 5-7: The phrase oi mepi is often encountered in literary sources and inscriptions from the Greek

world dealing with boards of officials, both in the Hellenistic and Roman period;'* there are attesta-
tions in Lydia itself (TAM V.2 915; 1191; 1413; Sardis VII.1 60); Soteros, son of Soteros, is previously

! Four cubits is the size of the statue of the Ptolemaic courtier Aglaos of Kos on Paros (SEG 33 682 1. 22), and of
six more honorific statues: two each from Thessaly (IG IX.2 66a l. 10; 489a 1. 20), Akraiphia (IG VII 4130 . 38 and
4131 1. 11), and Pergamon (Jacobstahl 1908, 375-377 no. 1 1. 19 and 380 no. 2 I. 30). This may have been the normal
size of honorific statues in the Hellenistic period. On the other hand, Roman statues from Aphrodisias fall between 200
and 220 cm (cf. Smith et al. 2006, 29-30) and this agrees well with the height of the statue of Domitius Florus erected
in Thyateira.

12 For other inscriptions from the spot called Kulakdede Mevkii see Malay 1999, 69 no. 55.

13 We are grateful to M. D. Campanile for her advice on the matter of asiarchs. From the vast bibliography on this
subject, we single out Friesen 1993, 172-208; Campanile 1994; ead. 2004, 69-79; ead. 2006, 523-584; Kirbihler
2008, 109-149.

! The other use of the same construction is periphrastic, where it serves as the equivalent of the personal name
alone. Cf. Dubuisson 1977; Radt 1980, 47—58; eund. 1988a, 35-40; eund. 1988b, 108; Gorman 2003, 129—144.



614 Hasan Malay — Marijana Ricl

unattested; dioiketai, hitherto unattested in Roman Lydia,” constituted a board of public officials of
Thyateira entrusted with the management of an estate originally belonging to one Menekrates'® and
subsequently conveyed to the city in unknown circumstances (intestacy,”” confiscation, bequest). This
Mevekpatiaviy ovoia is probably mentioned because its funds were used to meet the expenses of the
erection of the honorific statue for the asiarch Valerius.'

1. 9: The simple verbal form émotarel is here most probably synonymous with épyemorarei:" it in-
forms us that (whether as the official superintendent of building-activities in Hierokaisareia or chosen
solely for this occasion) [P.] Ael. Caecilianus supervises the erection of the new honorific monument;*
a less likely possibility is that he exercised his epimeleia in some other branch of local administration.”!

1. 10: The name of the phyle, the first one known from Hierokaisareia, is damaged, but one is still able
to discern its first letter (H) and five ultimate ones (TIAAOZX), so that there should be no doubt that the
name of the phyle of [P.] Ael. Caecilianus was ‘Hpauotié. Previously, we only had at our disposal the
names of tribes of Saittai (TAM V.1 74; SEG 40 1063) and Sardeis (e.g. Sardis VII.1 12; 34; 56; 186;
SEG 41 1027), and Hephaistos was not among the eponym deities in either of these cities.” As far as
we know, there are only two cities with a tribe named after Hephaistos - Magnesia on the Maiandros
(IM 110b: ém Edbdnuov, unvog Iodredvog, xerpokpitar puriic Hoootiéddog) and Perge (IPerge I 115:
¢uAn ‘Hoaiotov).
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Ozet

Bir Roman Senatorii ‘redivivus’ ve Yeni bir Asiarkh: Thyateira ve Hierokaisareia’da Bulunmus

Yeni iki Yazit

Makalede, Thyateira ve Hierokaisareia kokenli Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi’ne tarihlenen iki yeni yazit

tanitilmakeadur. Ilk yazitta, Thyateira kenti, kendisini daha 6nce Cassius Dio’nun bir pasajindan tani-

digimiz Domitius Florus isimli bir Roma senatériinti onurlandirmaktadir. Yazit, s6z konusu senatériin

isminin gectigi ilk epigrafik belge olma 6zelligini tasimaktadir. Dio’nun verdigi bilgilere gore Septimius

Severus zamaninda curator actorum senatus/ab actis senatus olan Florus, Severus’un praefectus praetorio’su

olan ve sahip oldugu giicii kaybederek 205 yilinda hayatini kaybeden Gaius Fulvius Plautianus ile olan

iligkisi nedeniyle kariyerine 15 yillik bir ara vermek zorunda kalmis ve ancak 217 yilinda #ribunus plebis

olabilmisti. Florus icin dikilen heykelin ve kaidesinin tam 6l¢iilerini de veren bu yeni yazit senatériin

cursus kariyeri hakkinda Dio tarafindan verilen bilgileri daha da genisletmektedir. Ikinci yazitta ise,

Hierokaisareia kentinden olup daha énce higbir belgede rastlanmayan ve tam adi yazitin ilgili kisminin
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silik olmasi dolayisiyla bilinmeyen Valerius isimli bir asiarkbes’i onurlandirilmaktadir. Yazitta Mene-
krates isimli birisinin malini-miilkiinti yonetmekle sorumlu bir kurulun (dioiketai) varligs dikkat geki-
cidir. Yazarlar, Mevekpatiavr) oboia ifadesinden dolay1 yeni belgelenen asiarkbes’in heykelinin dikim
masraflarinin bu kisinin malvarligindan kargilanmis olabilecegini diistinmektedirler. Yazitlarin cevirisi
ise agagidaki gibidir:

1) Pek parlak, asil ve yiice Thyateira kenti patronlar: ve hayirhablar: olan Asia’nin legatusu, Romalilarin
praetor’u, tribunus (plebis), kutsal Senato nun iglerinin curator’n, Yunanistan’in quaestor’u Domitius Flo-
rusu sozlerindeki ve islerindeki fazileti nedeniyle onurlandirdr. Onun dostu Geng Tiberius Claudius Stra-
tonicianus (bu ise) ibtimam gisterdi. Heykel 6 ayak ve 10 parmak boyundadir. Kaidenin yiiksekligi ise (hey-
kelle) aynidsr.

2) Hayirls ugurlu olsun! Kent, Soteros oglu Soteros ve arkadaslarr Menekratesin miilkiiniin yoneticiligini
yaptigr yil asiarkhes Valerius’u ..... onurlandirmistrr. Hephaistias phyle’sinden P. Ael. Caecilianus ise (hey-
kelinin dikim isini) denetlemistir.

Anabhtar sozciikler: Thyateira; Hierokaisareia; Domitius Florus; Asiarkh; onur yazitlari.
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