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Editor’s Note

EDITOR’S NOTE

The Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies presents its latest issue, analysing
contemporary and diverse issues in the Middle East. This issue features analytical
and theoretical studies addressing topics related to Algeria, Ethiopia, Israel,
Palestine, Lebanon, Cyprus, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Tiirkiye.

The first article, titled “The Issue of Food Security in Algeria: A Critical Analytical
Reading of the Reasons for Failure”, is authored by Adel Inezarene and Ariouat
Intissar. The study critically examines food security in Algeria, concluding that the
country's policies have been insufficient in achieving self-sufficiency in food
production. Inezarene and Intissar argue that one of the primary causes of this
failure is the rentier structure of the Algerian economy. To address this issue, the
authors propose that Algeria should reduce its dependence on rentier practices,
adapt modern techniques to enhance food security, and develop rural development
and agricultural policies.

The second article, written by Betslot Addisu, Nani Debele, and Esayas Bamlack
Bishaw, is titled “Turkey’s Trade and Foreign Direct Investment in Ethiopia: An
Insight into Challenges from 2012-2023.” This study focuses on the challenges
affecting economic relations in Turkey’s trade activities in Ethiopia. By evaluating
Turkey’s trade with Ethiopia in the context of foreign direct investment, the
research incorporates unique primary data derived from in-depth interviews. The
researchers conducted interviews with policymakers, businesspeople, and trade
experts, presenting critical primary data to the literature for the first time. Their
findings reveal that Turkish investors in Ethiopia face numerous challenges,
including bureaucratic hurdles, unstable policies, currency fluctuations,
corruption, and inflation. These issues are identified as major factors negatively
impacting foreign direct investment.

In the article titled “Crossing the Rubicon: The Munich Syndrome and Forcing Israel
to Peace, 1970-1978”, Menderes Kurt examines the obstacles and challenges to
peace in Israel, investigating why peace has become an anomaly in the country. The
author explores the impact of the 1938 Munich Agreement, which sought to
prevent the occupation of Czechoslovakia through concessions by Germany, the
United Kingdom, France, and Italy, but paradoxically weakened decision-making in
foreign policy. The study delves into how the Munich Syndrome has hindered
Israel's decisions on peacemaking and discusses potential ways to overcome this
impediment.

The fourth article, titled “The Southern Border of Lebanon: Conflict, Occupation,
and Territorial Disputes” and authored by Yasin Atlioglu, analyses the period of
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Editor’s Note

escalating violence following Hamas’s Operation Al-Agsa Flood on October 7, 2023,
and the subsequent Gaza massacre by Israel, with a focus on the Israel-Lebanon
tensions. Written prior to Israel’s attacks on Lebanon, this article emphasises on
the risk of the conflict spilling into Lebanese territory and escalating into a broader
war. Athoglu argues that understanding the Hezbollah-Israel conflict requires
examining the century-long history of disputes, border violations, and military and
political struggles along Lebanon’s southern border.

The next article, “Coercive Diplomacy and the S-300 Missile Crisis in the TRNC
Press” by Alper Giilbay, evaluates the security issues between the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) and the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus (GCASC) in the context of air defence systems. Glilbay examines the political
crisis triggered by the GCASC’s acquisition of Russian-made S-300 missiles,
interpreting it through the lens of Tiirkiye-Greece tensions. The study highlights
this crisis as a potential threat to military and strategic balances in the Eastern
Mediterranean. The author argues that Tiirkiye employed a “coercion strategy”
during the crisis, while Greece pursued “escalation politics,” analysing how these
bilateral policies were shaped by NATO and global power interventions.

The sixth article, titled “Contextualizing Turkey’s Changing Policies in the Middle
East between 2002 and 2023: A Constructivist Approach” by Ahmet Ucagac,
explains Tiirkiye’s policy changes toward the Middle East during this period
through the lens of constructivist theory. Using process-tracing methodology, the
author concludes that while tactical changes were observed, Tiirkiye maintained a
consistent trajectory in its traditional foreign policy during this time.

The article “Federal Solution Models: The UAE’s Internal Balances and Inter-
Emirate Conflict Zones” by Ismail Sar1 analyses the theoretical foundations and
practical applications of federalism in the UAE, with a focus on conflict zones
between the Emirates. By comparing the historical roots of federalism with
contemporary examples, the study examines Abu Dhabi’s leadership role in the
UAE and its relationships with other Emirates, shedding light on how these
dynamics influence regional politics.

This issue also features book reviews, including “Yemen: Poverty and Conflict” by
Ali ihsan Yildizli, “Security Politics in the Gulf Monarchies: Continuity Amid Change”
by Ayse Nur Kanli, and “The United Nations Security Council: A Critical Perspective”
by Davut Bingol.

We hope you enjoy reading this edition.

Associate Professor Dr i. Ayta¢ KADIOGLU
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Editérden

EDITORDEN

Tirkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergisi Ortadogu’'nun giincel ve farkl sorunlarini
analiz eden yeni sayisiyla karsinizda. Bu sayimiz Cezayir, Etiyopya, Israil, Filistin,
Libnan, Kibris, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri (BAE) ve Tiirkiye’yi konu edinen hem
analitik hem de teorik ¢alismalara ev sahipligi yapmaktadir.

Bu saymmizin ilk makalesi Adel Inezarene ve Ariouat Intissar tarafindan yazilan
“Cezayir'de Gida Giivenligi Sorunu: Basarisizhgin Nedenlerine Iliskin Elestirel
Analitik Bir Okuma” baslikli makalesinde Cezayir'deki gida giivenliginin kritigini
yapmakta ve llkedeki politikalarin gidada iilkenin kendi kendine yeterliligini
saglama hedefini gerceklestirmede yetersiz kaldigi sonucuna varmaktadir.
Inezarene ve Intissar’in arastirmasi, bu basarisizligin 6n 6énemli nedenlerinden
birinin Cezayir ekonomisindeki rant¢i yapi oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Yazarlar, bu
sorunun ortadan kaldirilmasi i¢in Cezayir ekonomisinin rantg1 bagimliligindan
kurtarilmasi, modern tekniklerin gida giivenliginde daha aktif sekilde
kullanilmasinin saglanmasi ve kirsal kalkinma ve tarim politikalar: gelistirilmesini
Oonermektedir.

Saymin ikinci makalesi Betslot Addisu, Nani Debele ve Esayas Bamlack Bishaw
tarafindan yazilan “Tiirkiye'nin Etiyopya'daki Ticareti ve Dogrudan Yabanci
Yatirimlar:: 2012-2023 Arasi Zorluklara Dair Bir Bakis” makalesi Tiirkiye'nin
Etiyopya’da yiiriittiigi ticari faaliyetlerdeki ekonomik iliskileri etkileyen zorluklara
odaklanmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Etiyopya’nin ekonomik kalkinmasina dogrudan
yabanc1 yatirnmlar baglaminda Tiirkiye ile ticaretini degerlendirirken, ilk defa elde
edilen ve analiz edilen derinlemesine miilakatlardan faydalanmaktadir.
Arastirmacilarin politikacilar, is insanlar1 ve ticaret uzmanlariyla yapmis oldugu
goriismeler literatiire ilk kez sunulan kritik birincil verileri ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
arastirma Tirk yatirnmcilarinin Etiyopya’daki biirokratik problemler, istikrarsiz
politikalar, doviz kuru dalgalanmalari, yolsuzluk ve enflasyon sorunlar1 nedeniyle
bircok sorunla karsilastig1 ve bu sorunlarin dogrudan dis yatirimi etkileyen en
onemli etmenlerden oldugu sonucuna varmistir.

Menderes Kurt “Rubicon'u Ge¢mek: Miinih Sendromu ve israil'i Barisa Zorlama,
1970-1978” adh makalesinde Israil’deki barisa engel olan durum ve sorunlari
giindeme getirerek barisin  Israilde neden anomaliye doniistiigiinii
arastirmaktadir. Yazar, Almanya, Birlesik Krallik, Fransa ve Italya arasinda
Cekoslavakya’'nin isgalini 6nlemek amaciyla verilen tavizi 6ngéren 1938 yilinda
imzalanan Miinih Anlagmasi’nin ters etki yaparak dis politika ile ilgili karar almada
zayifliga neden oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Miinih Sendromu’nun
Israil'in baris yapma kararlarini nasil engelledigini ve bunu asmanmn potansiyel
yollarini konu edinmektedir.
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Bu sayimizin dérdiincii makalesi “Liibnan’in Giiney Siniri: Catisma, Isgal ve Toprak
Ihtilafi” baglikh makalesiyle Yasin Athioglu tarafindan kaleme alinmistir. Bu makale
7 Ekim 2023 tarihinde Hamas tarafindan baslatilan Aksa Tufani Operasyonu ve
Israil'in Gazze soykirimi ile catisma siddetinin tirmandigi dénemi Israil-Liibnan
gerilimine odaklanarak analiz etmektedir. Yazarin Israil’in Liibnan saldirilar1 heniiz
baslamadan yazmis oldugu bu makale, catismanin Liibnan topraklarina sigrama ve
daha genis ¢aplh bir savasa donme ihtimali tizerinde durmustur. Athioglu, Hizbullah-
Israil catismasinin temel nedenlerini anlamak icin Liibnan’in giiney smirinin
yuzyllik tarihi boyunca ortaya ¢ikan catisma, smir ihlalleri, askeri ve siyasi
miicadelelere bakilmasi gerektigini savunmaktadir.

Sonraki makale “Zorlayici Diplomasi ve KKTC Basminda S-300 Fiizeleri Krizi”
baslig1 ile Alper Gililbay tarafindan yazilmistir. Giilbay bu makalede Kuzey Kibris
Tirk Cumhuriyeti (KKTC) ve Giliney Kibris Rum Yénetimi (GKRY) arasindaki
giivenlik problemini hava savunma sistemleri baglaminda degerlendirmektedir.
Giilbay GKRY’nin Rus yapimi S-300 fiizeleri satin almasinin ardindan ortaya ¢ikan
siyasi krizi Tiirkiye ve Yunanistan gerilimi tizerinden okumakta ve bu krizin Dogu
Akdeniz’'de askeri ve stratejik dengeleri sarsma potansiyeli olan bir tehdit
oldugunu savunmaktadir. Yazar, Tiirkiye'nin kriz boyunca “zorlama stratejisi”,
Yunanistan'in ise “tirmandirma siyaseti” stratejisi glttiigiinii 6ne siirerek, ikili
politikalarin NATO ve kiiresel giiclerin de miidahaleleriyle nasil sekillendigini
analiz etmektedir.

Bu sayimizin altinci makalesi Ahmet Ucagac tarafindan kaleme alinan “Tiirkiye’nin
2002-2023 Arasi Donemde Ortadogu’da Degisen Politikalarinin
Baglamsallastirilmasi: Insaci Bir Yaklasim” baglikli calismadir. Ugagac bu calismada
Tirkiye’nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik 2002-2023 yil1 arasi politika degisimlerini sosyal
insac1 kuram ile aciklamaktadir. Yazar, Tiirkiye’'nin Ortadogu politikasini stire¢
izleme yontemi kullanarak analiz ederken, bu dénemde taktiksel degisimler
goriilmesine ragmen geleneksel dis politikada tutarh bir seyir izledigi sonucuna
varmistir.

Ismail Sar tarafindan yazilan “Federatif C6ziim Modelleri: BAE'nin Ii¢ Dengeleri ve
Emirlikler Arasi Catisma Alanlar1” bashikli makale BAE'de federalizmin teorik
temellerini ve pratik uygulamalarini Emirlikler arasindaki ¢atisma alanlarina
yogunlasarak analiz etmektedir. Federalizmin tarihsel kokenleri ve gilinlimiiz
ornekleri tzerinden Kkarsilastirma yapan bu calisma, 6zellikle Abu Dabi’nin
BAE’deki liderlik rolii ve diger emirliklerle yirittigi iliskilerin bolgesel
politikalara nasil yon verdigini ortaya koymaktadir.
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Bu sayimizda ayrica Ali ihsan Yildizli tarafindan yapilan “Yemen: Poverty and
Conflict”, Ayse Nur Kanlh tarafindan yapilan “Security Politics in the Gulf
Monarchies: Continuity Amid Change” ve Davut Bing6l tarafindan yapilan
“Birlesmis Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi: Elestirel Bir Bakis” adli kitaplarin kitap
incelemeleri yer almaktadir.

Keyifli okumalar dilerim.

Dog. Dr. i. Ayta¢ KADIOGLU
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