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Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article

Afrika Kitasi’'nda Tiirk Sivil Toplum Kuruluslarinin Artan Etkileri

The Growing Influence of Turkish Civil Society Organizations on the African Continent

Serhat Orakg1 0z: Tiirkiye’nin Afrika iilkeleriyle olan iliskilerinin gelisim seyrini sadece diplomasi,
) ticaret ve giivenlik gibi konular tizerinden izlemek son derece 6nemli bir iliskiler agini

Sf‘h‘; Universitesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve 4y 1q) etmek anlamina gelmektedir. Oysa Tiirkiye'nin Afrika’ya agcihminin énemli bir

uslararas: Iligkiler Boliimii, Istanbul,

Tiirkiye, serhatorakci@gmail.com ayagini sivil toplum ve onlarin Afrika iilkeleriyle iliskilerinin gelismesinde kalkinma ve
insani yardim gibi alanlarda tstlendikleri sivil faaliyetler olusturmaktadir. Tirk sivil
toplum sektoriiniin Afrika cografyasinda son yillarda artan etkilesimi tamamen sorunsuz
olmasa da son derece dikkat ¢ekicidir. Bu yiizden Tiirkiye-Afrika iligkilerinin sivil toplum
ayagl onem arz etmekte ve zaman zaman analiz edilmeyi gerektirmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin
devlet olarak Afrika’ya yonelen siyaseti Tiirk STK’larin kitadaki yol haritasini etkilerken
STK’larin gerceklestirdikleri proje ve uygulamalar ise devletin dis politika yénelimlerine
etki edebilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sivil Toplum Kuruluslari, STK, Tiirkiye-Afrika iliskileri

Gelis Tarihi/Received: 12.09.2024 . . . N . . . . . .
Kabul Tarihi/Accepted: 19.11.2024 Abstract: Considering Tiirkiye’s increasing connections with African countries in a

Yayimlanma Tarihi/ Available Online: recent period only from the perspective of diplomacy, trade and security means

05.12.2024 neglecting an important network of relations related to civil society sector. Definitely, an
important pillar of Turkey's new Africa policy is the civil society activities they
undertake in areas such as development and humanitarian aid in the development of
Turkey's relations with African countries. The increasing interaction of the Turkish civil
society sector in the African countries noteworthy and it requires to be analyzed since
Turkey's state policy towards Africa affects the road map of Turkish NGOs in the
continent, while the projects and practices of Turkish NGOs active in the African
continent can be affected by the foreign policy orientation Tiirkiye.

Keywords: Civil Society Organizations, INGOs, Tiirkiye-Africa Relations

Extended Abstract

The increasing interaction of the Turkish civil society sector in the African continent in recent years is
extremely noteworthy; for that, explaining Tirkiye’s current relations with African countries solely
through diplomacy, trade, and security means neglecting a highly significant network of relations. Civil
society organizations, as also known non-governmental organizations (NGOs), can operate at local,
national, or international levels, as well as participate in cross-border operations and be involved in
various international projects. In terms of quick mobility and diversity in their activities, NGOs have
become significant actors in global development over the recent years. They play important roles and
become effective in the foreign policy-making processes of states as well.

In 1998, Tirkiye aimed to advance its political, diplomatic, commercial, cultural, and humanitarian
relations with the countries of the African continent by embarking Africa Action Plan. African
countries entered the agenda of Turkish foreign policy in concrete way. Especially after 2003, Ankara
began to increase its high-level diplomatic contacts and trade relations with the countries of the
continent. In parallel to diplomatic contacts and trade, Turkish non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) working in the development and humanitarian aid sector undoubtedly began to play
significant roles in preventing poverty and protecting disadvantaged groups in African countries.

Cite as(APA 7): Orakg, S. (2024). Afrika Kitasi’'nda Tiirk sivil toplum kuruluslarinin artan etkileri. Turkish Journal of African Studies, 1(1), 1-13.
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It is observed that the activities of Turkish NGOs in African countries have contributed to Tiirkiye’s
growing diplomatic and commercial relations with African countries over the past twenty years. The
distribution of Turkish NGOs on the African continent has started to show an extremely large diversity
in a short time. In addition to the well-known big aid organizations, many small-scale charities are
currently showing a tendency to integrate into the aid sector on the African continent. The declaration
of “Africa Year” in 2005, and Tiirkiye’s acceptance as a strategic partner by the African Union in 2008
have had a significant impact in the contacts of Turkish NGOs with African countries and their more
active orientation towards the continent.

It is observed that Turkish NGOs, which generally carry out projects in education, health, emergencies,
and development projects (such as water wells, microfinance provision, support for agricultural
production, etc.) in African countries, are still in the process of institutionalization and largely operate
through cooperation with local partner institutions. Active Turkish NGOs in African countries have
significant visibility in the healthcare sector. Thanks to projects such as surgical programs, health
screenings, and hospital or clinic management, the Turkish NGO sector is seen to have gained a
positive image in the eyes of Africans. The visibility of Turkish NGOs is more prominent in countries
like Somalia, Sudan, and Niger, where there are humanitarian crises due to political instability.

The ability of Turkish NGOs to establish new bridges between African countries and Tiirkiye and to
continue their humanitarian aid efforts ultimately depends on the success of Tiirkiye’s Africa policy,
which has been pursued since 2005 and has now gained prominence in foreign policy. Turkish NGOs
are generally contributing positively to Tirkiye-Africa relations by increasing Tiirkiye’s visibility in
African countries. Therefore, the civil society aspect of Turkey-Africa relations is significant and
occasionally requires analysis because Turkey's state policy towards Africa influences the roadmap of
Turkish NGOs on the continent, while the projects and implementations carried out by these NGOs can
affect the state's foreign policy orientations.

1. Giris

1998 yilinda Tirk dis politikasinin giindemine giren Afrika kitasi ile siyasi, diplomatik, ticari, kiiltiirel
ve insani alanlarda iligkilerini ilerletmek isteyen Tiirkiye, olusturdugu Afrika Eylem Plani
dogrultusunda ihmal ettigi kita iilkeleri ile iliskilerini yeniden yapilandirma arayisina girmistir.
Ozellikle 2003 yili sonrasinda Ankara yeni bir siyaset olusturarak kita iilkeleriyle iist diizey
temaslarini arttirmaya baslamistir. Basta Cin olmak iizere kiiresel aktorlerin ilgisinin kitaya
yonelmeye basladigl bu donemde acilan yeni elciliklerle Tiirkiye'nin Afrika’daki diplomatik misyon
sayis1 44’e cikartilmigtir. Etiyopya, Sudan, Senegal, Somali, Tunus gibi 22 iilkede Tiirkiye Is birligi ve
Koordinasyon Ajansi Bagkanlhigi’'na (TIKA) bagh calisma ofisleri acilmistir. Ayrica Tiirkiye Maarif Vakfi
ve Yunus Emre Enstitiist kitada Tiirkiye’nin gériinen yeni ylizleri olmaya baslamistir.

Devlet kurumlarinin genisleyen iliskiler aginin paralelinde Tiirk Hava Yollari’'min (THY) Afrika
baskentlerine diizenledigi sefer sayilarinda ve tasidigl yolcu sayisinda da miithis bir artis
go6zlemlenmistir. Ticari iligkilerin gelismeye baslamasiyla Tirkiye'nin Afrika ile gerceklestirdigi ticaret
hacmi 30 milyar dolar1 asarken Tirk menseili sirketler de Afrika tlilkelerinde insaat, tekstil, gida gibi
farkl is kollarinda yatirimlar gerceklestirmeye baslamislardir.

Yukarida saydigimiz gelismeler yasanirken siiphesiz kalkinma ve insani yardim sektoriinde calisan
Tirk sivil toplum kuruluslar1 (STK) da Afrika iilkelerinde yoksullugun 6nlenmesi ve dezavantajh
gruplarin korunup kollanmasi hususlarinda o6nemli roller istlenmeye baslamiglardir. Afrika
halklarinin ytizlestigi kronik sorunlarla miicadelesine destek saglayan Tiirkiyeli sivil olusumlar bir
yandan Tirk halkinin vicdanimi temsil ederken diger bir yandan insani yardim ilizerinden Afrika
halklar ile Turkiye arasinda yeni kopriler kurdular. Bu goriis makalesi Turk sivil toplumunun Afrika
tilkelerindeki genisleme siirecini ve etkinliklerini Tiirkiye-Afrika iliskilerine katkilar1 baglaminda
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analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu minvalde makalede sivil toplum kavrami iizerinden hareket edilerek
Tirkiye’de STK’larin gelisim siireci ve Afrika ile temas noktalar1 degerlendirilecektir.

2. Sivil Toplum Kavrami ve Sivil Toplum Kuruluslar: (STK)

Siyaset bilimci ve sosyologlarin giderek daha fazla ilgi duydugu ve giiniimiizde devlet ile piyasanin
paralelinde yiikselen “lgiincii sektor” seklinde ya da zaman zaman yasama, yiriitme, yargl ve
medyadan sonra “beginci gii¢” olarak da adlandirilan sivil toplum (civil society-société civile) olgusu
devlet-karsit1 bir konumlandirmaya sahip olsa da bu kavram ilk olarak bu durumun tam tersine devlet
ile 6zdes kullanilmistir. Antik Yunan’da Aristoteles’in civilis seklinde degindigi kavram sivil olmak,
yurttas olmak yani devletin bir iiyesi olmak anlamina gelmekteydi (Demirel, 2009, s. 14). Ancak
modern liberal diisiince baglamda ilk kez John Locke tarafindan kullanilip kullanilmadig tartisilan bu
kavramin Hegel-Marks c¢izgisinde devlete karsi konumlandirihst ve burjuva c¢ikarlar ile
iliskilendirilmesi ise Bati toplumlarindaki modern doniisiime paralel olarak 17.-18.yy’lardan itibaren
gerceklesmistir (Erdem, 1997, s. 208).

Giintimiizde Bat1 siyaset cizgisinde olumsuz cagrisimlarla anilan devlet otoritesinin baski ve tekeli
karsisinda ozgiirlestirici bir role sahip olan sivil toplum, devlet (siyasal toplum) karsisinda bireysel
ozgtrliklerin korunmasi ve sistemin demokratik isleyisi icin alternatif ve devlet-karsiti bir algilamaya
sahiptir. Bu nedenle 6zellikle modernlesme sonrasi Bati iilkelerinde sivil toplum olusumlarina y6nelik
biiyiik bir ilgi artis1 ve bu artisin paralelinde ise faaliyet ve operasyonlarina gore genis yelpazede bir
cesitlenme s6z konusu olmustur. Benzer bir ilgi Soguk Savas’in son evresinde baslayan
demokratiklesme dalgasiyla birlikte Turkiye’de de hissedilmeye baslamistir.

Bati’da sivil toplum olusumlari icinden 6zellikle I. Diinya Savasi esnasinda ve hemen sonrasinda ulusal
diizeyde faaliyet gosteren hiikiimet disi kuruluslarin (NGO) yaninda insani yardim ve kalkinma
yardimi saglama amaci gozeten ulus-lstii etkiye sahip uluslararasi hiikiimet disi kuruluslar yani
uluslararasi ¢apta faal sivil toplum kuruluslari (USTK) konsepti ortaya ¢ikmistir. Biiyiik cogunlugu Bati
mengseli olmak iizere bugiin kiiresel capta faal Oxfam International, Sinir Tanimayan Doktorlar (MSF),
Save the Children, World Vision ve Amnesty International gibi USTK statiisiine giren kuruluslarin
sayis1 oldukea fazladir. Bu yapilar genellikle hiikiimetleri belirli bir amaca yoneltmek icin ¢alisan lobi
kuruluslari (advocacy) ve hizmet saglayici (operational) STK’lar seklinde ikiye ayrilmaktadir. Ne var ki
¢ogu kurum bu iki tiir yaklasimi birlestirme egiliminde oldugundan bdylesine keskin bir ayrim yapmak
gecerliligini yitirmektedir.

Hiikiimet dis1 kuruluslar ya da orgiitler olarak da tanimlanan sivil toplum olusumlar1 mahalli, ulusal ya
da uluslararasi1 arenada faaliyet gosterebilecek degisik Olceklere sahiptirler. Tek g¢alisan kurumlar
oldugu gibi semsiye bir koalisyon icinde yer alan kurumlar bulunmaktadir. STK olusumlari
kurulduklari tlkelerinin sinirlari icinde mahalli ve ulusal diizeyde koordine olabildikleri gibi sinir otesi
operasyonlara dahil olarak wuluslararasi arenada da ¢esitli koordinasyonlarin iginde yer
alabilmektedirler. INGO-Uluslararas1 Hikiimet Dis1 Kuruluslar olarak tanimlanan USTK’lar Birlesmis
Milletler (BM), islam Isbirligi Teskilat1 (IIT) ya da Afrika Birligi (AfB) gibi ulus-iistii 6érgiitlerin yaninda
bolgesel orgiitler ve hatta AFRICOM gibi askeri kurumlarla da zaman zaman koordinasyon icine
girebilmektedirler. Ulus-iistii veya bolgesel orgiitler insani yardim ve kalkinmayr oOnceleyen
calismalarinda daha fazla uyum, isbirligi, verimlilik ve bilgi paylasimi elde etmek i¢in zaman zaman
USTK veya ulusal ve mahalli STK olusumlariyla koordinasyon gerceklestirmektedirler.

Bu baglamda 6zellikle BM’'nin UNDP, WHO, OCHA, UNICEF, WFP gibi alt kurumlarinin sahada yerel,
ulusal ya da uluslararasi STK olusumlariyla koordinasyon yaptig1 ve isbirligine gittigi bilinmektedir.
Hatta 6rgiit tiiziigiiniin 71.maddesi geregince BM Ekonomik ve Sosyal Isler Konseyi (ECOSOC)
biinyesinde STK olusumlarina gézlemci ve danisman statiisii verilmektedir. Orgiitiin ilk kuruldugu
yillarda 41 STK’nin sahip oldugu bu statii 90’h yillarda 700 kadar STK’ye verilmistir (UN). Giliniimiizde
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de ise diinya genelinde 6.500’e yakin STK ECOSOC kapsaminda goézlemci ve danisman statiiye
sahipken Tirkiye’de 42 dernek ve vakif bu statiiye sahiptir (UN NGO Branch).

Somali, Afganistan, Giiney Sudan, Suriye, Orta Afrika Cumhuriyeti, Demokratik Kongo Cumhuriyeti,
Yemen ve Libya gibi genis capli cok-boyutlu krizlerin yasandigi bolgelerinde BM kurumlari ve bélgesel
orgiitler STK olusumlariyla koordinasyon ve isbirligi yapmak durumundadirlar. Bu iilkelerdeki
kalabalik miilteci ve yerinden edilmis IDP statiisiindeki insanlarin ihtiya¢larinin yaninda devlet
kurumlarinin fonksiyonlarini yitirmis olmasi nedeniyle basta gida ve su temini olmak lizere egitim,
saglik, barinma, hijyen ve sanitasyon calismalarinda genis ¢apli operasyonlarin gergeklestirilmesi
gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle gorev dagilimi ve isboliimii yapilarak bu biiyiik insani operasyonlar devlet-
dis1 sivil olusumlarla birlikte yiirtitiilmektedir.

Ne var ki BM’ye bagli insani ve kalkinma yardim sistemi hala biiylik oranda Batili STK’lara baglh olarak
islemeye devam etmektedir. Ornegin islam cografyasindaki STK olusumlar1 gerek kurumsallasma
eksikligi ve BM gereksinimlerinin karsilanamamasi gerekse de sistemin isleyisini iyi bilmediklerinden
ya da ideolojik sebeplerden 6tiirii BM sistemine entegre ol(a)mamaktadirlar. islam cografyasinda BM
kurumlar ile koordineli ¢alisabilen STK sayis1 bu nedenle bir elin parmaklarini gegmemektedir. Son
yillarda bu konuda daha istekli olundugu goériilmekle birlikte Islam cografyasindaki sivil olusumlarin
daha ¢ok Islam Isbirligi Tegskilati (IIT) gibi kurumlarla koordinasyon ve isbirligine dahil olmaktadirlar.

2.1. Tiirkiye’de sivil toplum olgusunun déniisiimii

Selcuklu ve sonrasinda Osmanl mirasi olarak yaygin bir vakif kiiltiiriine sahip olan Tiirkiye’'de ise sivil
(civil) kavrami Ziya Gokalp ile medeni seklinde karsilik bulurken kavramin bir toplum cesidi olarak
sosyo-politik bir anlam kazanmasi sonralar1 cereyan etmistir (Demirel, 2009, s. 14). S6z konusu bu
baglamda sivil toplum kavramu ilk olarak 70’li yillarda devlet-karsiti sol ¢evreler tarafindan tedaviile
sokulmus ve dzellikle 80 sonrasi Soguk Savas’'in bitiminde farkli ¢evrelerin benimsemesiyle popiilerlik
kazanmistir (Demirel, 2009, s. 9). Caha’ya (2003, ss. 9-10) gore ise popiilerlik kazanan olgulari tekeline
alarak dontstiirme egilimindeki devletci refleks 28 Subat siirecinde sivil topluma yo6nelik bdyle bir
bakis sergileyerek “devletci sivil toplum” olgusunu tesis etmistir. Bu durumda ortaya c¢ikan sey sivil
toplumun 6zgiin anlamindan kopuk olarak devlette kaydi tutulan sivil kurumsallagsmalar toplulugu
yani STK’lasma olmustur. Bugiin Tirkiye’de sivil toplum dendiginde daha ¢ok sivil vatandaslarin
bilingli 6rgiitlenmesi sonucu ortaya ¢ikan, goniilliiliikk esasina dayal, kiar amaci giitmeyen ve devletin
ilgili birimlerinde kaydi tutulan yasal dernek ve vakif tiirti olusumlar biitiinti anlasilmaktadir.

STK sektori Soguk Savas'in bitmesi ve Avrupa Birligi'ne iiyelik siireciyle birlikte Tiirkiye’de gelisim
gostermeye baslamistir denilebilir. 84 milyon niifus icinde STK iiye sayist 12 milyona tekabiil
etmektedir ki bu da her 10 kisiden 4’iiniin STK tiyesi oldugu gelismis iilkelere gére geride kalmaktadir
(Koseoglu, 2022). Tiirkiye’de sivil toplum c¢atis1 altinda oldukca degisik tiirde olusumlar yer
almaktadir. Dernekler, vakiflar, sendikalar, konfederasyonlar, meslek orgiitleri, birlikler, odalar,
kooperatifler, ¢cevre ve hayvan haklar1 savunuculari, lobi ve ¢ikar gruplari, akademik topluluklar vb.
goniilliilliik esasi ile bir araya gelmis, kdr amaci glitmeyen ve hiikiimet-disi olan sivil olusumlar bu
gruba dahildir. Buradan da anlasilacagi lizere STK'lar ii¢ temel esas lizerinde durmaktadir: devlet-
disilik yani sivillik; gonilliiliik ve kar amaci giidiilmemesi.

Ulkemizde kayith STK sayis1 100 binin biraz iizerindedir. Bunlarin icerisinde hatir1 sayilir sayida
kooperatif, sendika ve meslek orgiitii yer alirken 6 bin civarinda dernek ve vakif yer almaktadir.
Tirkiye’deki sivil toplum yapisi ve tiirlerini anlamak adina yapilan bir sivil topografya siniflandirmast
(Yasama Dair Vakif Yada, 2015, ss. 20-24) calismasina gore dezavantajli bireylerin konumunu
gliclendirmek i¢in kurulan 6z orgilitler; doga, hayvan ve insanlarin haklarini savunmaya yonelik
kuruluslarin yaninda siyasi yonelimli, hayirsever, himayeci, uzman, yaptirma-yasatma ve
glizellestirme motivasyonlu, bir kiiltiirel veya etnik kokene dayali hemseri topluluklari, sosyallesme
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amaciyla bir araya gelen, bir sanat ve spor becerisi etrafinda bir araya gelen, meslek veya sektdr
eksenli, pazar eksenli tesekkiiller seklinde sivil toplum kuruluslarini siniflandirmak miimkiindiir.

Tirkiye’de 90’lardan sonra STK sektoriinde bir canlanma yasandig1 goriilmektedir. Bazi yorumculara
gore bu canlanmadaki etkenlerden biri Tiirkiye'nin Avrupa Birligi'ne adaylig1 ve Kopenhag kriterleri
dogrultusunda gerceklestirdigi reformlardir. Bu reformlar 6zellikle STK’larin uluslararasilasmalarina
yonelik imkanlari genisletmistir (Bulut, 2016, s. 7). Bu STK’lardan bazilari ise son yillarda uluslararasi
hiiviyet kazanarak Afrika kitasina yogun ilgi duymaya baslamis Afrika tilkelerinde yasanan insani kriz
ve kalkinma-altyap1 sorunlarina yonelik projeler gerceklestirmeye baslamislardir. Bu ¢alismanin ilgi
odagini da Afrika kitasina yonelme egilimi gosteren bu tiir Tiirk STK’lar1 tegkil etmektedir.

3. Afrika Ulkelerinde Kronik Sorunlar ve Uluslararasi STK’larin Rolii

Dis yardimlar (foreign aid) devletler nazarinda dis politikaya yardimci bir enstriiman olarak
goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda devletler kamu ya da kendi STK’lar1 eliyle iilke disina yonelik yaptiklari
kalkinma ya da insani yardimlar iizerinden ulusal markalama yapmaktadirlar (iletisim Baskanhg,
2022, s. 13). Ornegin resmi kalkinma yardimlarinin (RYK) kisi basina diisen miktarinda OECD
tilkelerini gegen Tiirkiye “diinyanin en comert iilkesi” imaji tizerinden bir markalama yapmaktadir. Bu
nedenle sadece kamu kurumlar eliyle degil sivil alandaki kurum ve kuruluslarin topladiklar: bagislarla
dis yardima sunduklari katkilar 6nemli gériilmeye baslamigtir.

Hizli mobilize olabilmeleri ve faaliyet alanlarindaki ¢esitlilik a¢isindan son yirmi yilda Sivil Toplum
Kuruluslari (STK’lar) oynadiklari rollerle global kalkinmada 6nemli aktoérler haline gelirken devletlerin
dis politika yapim siireclerinde de etkin hale geldiler. Diinya Bankasi, gelismemis iilkelere aktarilan
kalkinma yardimlari fonlar1 toplaminin en az %15’inin sivil toplum olusumlar1 iizerinden aktarildigini
belirtmektedir (Shah, 2005). 2022 yilinda kiiresel ¢apta resmi dis kalkinma yardimlar1 (RKY) devletler
bazinda toplam 213 milyar dolar seviyesine seyrederken sivil toplum kuruluslarinin kalkinma
yardimlar1 toplamda 55 milyar dolar seviyesinde seyretmistir. Ayni yil Afrika iilkelerinin kita disi
devletlerden almis oldugu yardimlar 70 milyar dolar iken uluslararasi sivil toplum kuruluslar
vasitasiyla aldiklari dis yardim miktar1 4 milyar dolar dolaylarinda gergeklesmistir (Our World in
Data).

Ulkelerin yaptiklar1 dis yardimlarin objektif esaslara gére yapildigim séylemek zor goriinmektedir. Dis
yardim ile ulusal ¢ikarlar arasinda gti¢lii bir bag oldugu tsti ortiilii bir sekilde kabul gérmektedir. Bu
nedenle STK’larin da dahil oldugu dis yardim konseptinin ¢ikar temelli kullanimi yardim olgusunu
yumusak gii¢ sahasina gekmektedir (Iletisim Baskanhigi, 2022, s. 27). Akademik calismalar Soguk Savas
sonrasl yasanan gelismelere paralel olarak STK faaliyetlerinin arttigina isaret etmektedir. Buna gore
Soguk Savas sonrasi Afrika hiikiimetlerinin ekonomik ve politik degisim vaatleri basarisizliga
ugradikca halk tabaninda dis yardim ihtiyaclar derinleserek sivil olusumlara alan ag¢ilmistir. Bu
minvalde bugiin Afrika’da faaliyet gosteren uluslararasi yapidaki sivil toplum kuruluslarinin sayisi da
on binleri asmis vaziyettedir. Her ne kadar son yillarda Cin, Rusya ve Tiirkiye gibi dis aktorlerle
yogunlasan iliskiler dolayisiyla “Yiikselen Afrika” sdylemi lizerinden kita icin olumlu bir imaj ¢izilse de
Afrika kitas1 diinya ortalamasina gore hala sosyo-ekonomik gostergelerin diisiik seyrettigi ve kalkinma
sorunlarinin kendini gésterdigi bir cografyadir.

Kita tlkelerinde temiz su ve elektrik gibi temel ihtiyaclara egitim ve saglk gibi temel hizmetlere
ulasamayan milyonlarca insan bulunmaktadir. 1,5 milyara yaklasan kita niifusunun %60’1nin giinliik 2
dolar gelir seviyesi ve altinda yasadig1 tahmin edilmektedir. Sosyo-ekonomik verilerdeki bu gerilik ve
devletlerin kirilgan yapilar1 nedeniyle karsilasilan insani ve dogal krizlere miidahale noktasinda dis
yardim ihtiyaci zaman zaman kendini hissettirmektedir. Dogal felaketlerin yaninda kitada bazi
tilkelerde yasanan catisma ve i¢ savas durumlari nedeniyle kitlesel go¢ ve yer degistirmeler
yasanmaktadir ki boylesi durumlarda kolektif miidahaleler gerektirmektedir. Afrika kitasi iklim
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degisikliginden en fazla etkilenen yerler arasinda yer almakta iklim degisikligine bagh sebeplerden
otlri yasanan kuraklik ve sel felaketleri iklim miiltecileri yaratmaktadir.

Diinyanin farkh tlkelerinden yonetilen USTK’lar Afrika iilkelerinde egitimden sagliga ve hatta tarim
gibi cok farkli faaliyetler icinde gormek miimkiindir. Eskiye nazaran daha biiyiik biitcelerle
operasyonlarimi yliriiten USTK’lar artik devlet politikalar1 icinde de 6nemli yer tutmaktadirlar. Batili
devletler 6zellikle de Amerika gelismemis iilkelere aktardigi dis kalkinma yardimlarin1 STK’lar
lizerinden ylriitmeyi tercih ederken kiiresel gii¢c haline gelen Cin, Hindistan ve Brezilya son yillarda bu
minvalde hareket etme egilimleri baslamistir. Bu yonde bir egilimin gelismesi elbette Afrika’nin
yolsuzluk sicilinin de etkisi vardir. Afrika hiikiimetlerine giivenmeyen kesimler kalkinma yardimlarini
‘devletten devlete yardim anlayisinin’ yaninda STK’lar eliyle yardima kaydirmayi tercih etmektedirler
(Chege, 1999, s. 6).

USTK’lar bulunduklari cografyalara basta insan kaynagi, finansman, tecriibe paylasimi ve teknoloji
transferi yaparak o cografyanin sosyo-kiiltiirel doniisiimiinde etkili olmaktadirlar. Afrika kitasinin
gecirdigi sosyo-kiiltiirel degisimler incelendiginde insani yardim ¢alismalarinin da kitay1 derinden
sarsan sOmirgecilik donemine kadar uzandigr goriilmektedir. Uzun somiirgecilik déneminde insani
yardim faaliyetleri paralelinde misyonerlik faaliyetleri yiiriiten kilise merkezli kurumlar ve
misyonerler Afrika’da biiylik bir sosyo-kiiltiirel dontisiim gergeklestirmistir. Bu kurumlar yiirtittiikleri
saglik ve egitim faaliyetleriyle ozellikle Sahra-alti Afrika’da Hiristiyanligin yayilmasinda ve
Batililasmanin kabul gérmesinde etkili olmuslardir. II. Diinya Savasi’'nin ardindan ise misyoner kilise
merkezli yardim kurumlarinin paralelinde daha sekiiler goriiniime sahip USTK'lar boy gdstermeye
baslamistir.

Devletlerin ulasamadig kirsal bolgelerde halkla yakin temas kuran USTK’lar hi¢ sliphesiz gittikleri bu
yerlerde gerek actiklar1 okul ve hastanelerle gerekse fiziksel varliklari ile sosyo-kiiltiirel degisime yol
acmaktadir. Bu yiizden giiniimtiizde Batili iilkeler kalkinma yardimlarinin biiyiik bir kisminm1 STK’lar
aracilifiyla kanalize ederken USTK’lar dis politika yapim stlirecinin dnemli bir araci olarak da
gorilmektedir. Son yillarda ilgili literatiirde “soft power” (yumusak gili¢) kavrami iizerinden
degerlendirilen STK’larin etki giicti dis politika yapiminda karar alicilarin es gegemeyecegi ve tllkelerin
disardaki goriiniim ve imajlarim etkileyen bir konsepttir. Ozkan’a (2015, s. 85) gore kalkinma
yardimlar: Tiirk dis politikasinda yeni acilim yapilan bélgelerde etkin bir sekilde 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir.
Ornegin Tiirkiye’nin Somali’de son derece olumlu bir imaja sahip olmasinin temelinde 2011 yilinda bu
tilkeye yonelik yuriitilen ve Tirk STK'larinin da dahil oldugu insani midahale operasyonlar1 yer
almaktadur.

1990 yilinda Joseph S. Nye yumusak giic kavramini cazibenizle istediginizi saglama kabiliyeti olarak
tanimlamistir. Nye'ye gore sert giic askeri ve ekonomik gilicten kaynaklanirken yumusak giic bir
tlkenin siyasi fikirleri ve kiltlriiniin ¢ekiciliinden kaynaklanir (Yilmaz, 2017, s. 154).
Akademisyenler bir iilkenin kiltiiriini, siyasi degerlerini ve dis politikasim1 s6z konusu iilkenin
yumusak gii¢ kapasitesini besleyen {i¢ unsur olarak zikretmektedirler. Bu baglamda Tiirkiye'nin sahip
oldugu tarihi ve kiltiirel derinlik ve STK’lar lizerinden hayat bulan dayanisma kiiltliri elinde zengin
bir malzeme olarak belirginlik kazanmaktadir. Osmanl Vakif kiiltiirtinde 6rnekleri goriilen sadaka tasi,
zekat kuyusu, zimem defteri gibi ornekler Tiirk halkinin yardimlasma kiiltiriindeki zenginliklere
isaret etmektedir (Yumusak & Altun, 2016, s. 213).

USTK’larin artan 6nemini daha yeni anlamaya baslayan Tiirkiye’de de bu yonde bir egilim dikkati
cekmektedir. Bu nedenle Tiirk STK'lar1 giderek daha fazla diizeyde Tiirkiye'nin dis insani yardim ve
kalkinma yardimlarinda ve dolayl olarak da dis politikada yer almaktadirlar. Tirkiye sinirlar1 disinda
faaliyet gosteren USTK kapsamina giren sivil olusumlarin devlet kurumlariyla koordinasyonun
saglanmasi icin 2009 yilinda TiKA biinyesinde ‘Sivil Toplum Kuruluslart Isbirligi ve Koordinasyon
Birimi’ kurulmustur. Daha 6nceki yillarda Tiirk STK'larin eliyle gerceklesen dis yardimlar TIKA
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raporlarina girmezken son yillarda bu veriler de Tiirkiye'nin sagladigi dis kalkinma yardimlarinin igine
dahil edilmeye baslamistir. Yine son doénemde kamu fonlarindan sivil olusumlara aktarilan
finansmanda belirgin bir artis goriilmektedir ve kamu-STK ortaklifiyla yiiriitiilen projeler hayata
gecirilebilmektedir. Ornegin saghk taramasi ya da ameliyat program yiiriiten STK’lara saglanan
doktor gorevlendirmeleri, yol ve kargo iicretlerinin karsilanmasi gibi destekler Tiirk STK’lara kitada
daha rahat hareket etme imkani tanimaktadir (Comak, 2011, ss. 214-215).

Akademisyenlere gore Tiirk STK’lar1 devlet kurumlariyla olan isbirliginde giindem olusturma, bilgi
paylasimi, network saglama ve zaman zaman da karar alma siireclerine dahil olmak gibi bariz roller
oynamaktadirlar (Turhan & Bahcecik, 2020, s. 13). Hatta bu rollerin kapsamini genisletme
egilimindeki akademisyenlere gore Tiirk STK'lar1 son yillarda ¢atismalar1 dnleme ve baris insasi
slireclerinde  devletler arasi ylriitilen diplomatik iliskileri tamamlayici roller bile
iistlenebilmektedirler (isbilir, 2021, s. 5). Bu nedenle STK'lar1 degerlendirirken sadece gida kolisi
temin eden dernekler seklinde bir algilamadan kacinarak profillerine ve potansiyellerine daha
kapsaml bakmak gerekmektedir.

3.1. Afrika iilkelerinde degisen STK algis1

Afrika llkelerinde degisik faaliyetler gosteren USTK’lar kadin siinnetleri, silahsizlanma, egitim ve
saglik gibi bircok alanda inisiyatif alirken Afrika kamuoyunda USTK’lara ve daha genel anlamda dis
yardimlara bakisin son yillarda olumludan olumsuza evrilmeye basladig1 da gozlenmektedir. Boylesine
stipheli bir bakis a¢isinin olusmasinda USTK’larin devletler iizerinde politik baski kurma girisimlerinin
artmasi, politik ajandalara angaje olmalari, diisiik proje verimliligi ve yiliksek idari masraflar gibi
hususlarin pay1 vardir. Ornegin 2010 yilinda yasanan Haiti depremi sonrasinda Amerika Kizil Ha¢’inin
topladig1 fonlarin %25’ine tekabiil eden 125 milyon dolar1 depremzedeler yararina kullanmak yerine
kurumun idari islerinde kullandigi ve yaptigi finansal raporlamalarla kamuoyunu yanmlttigi ifsa
edilmisti (Bahgecik, 2021, s. 13). Baska bir ornekte ise LGBT’ye agir cezalar getiren Uganda Batili
devletlerce baski altina alinarak LGBT haklarinin iilkede taninmasi icin tehditlere maruz birakilmis,
Norve¢ ve Danimarka gibi ilkeler Uganda’ya sagladiklar1 yardimlar1 sonlandirdiklarini
duyurmuslardir (Plaut, 2014).

Esasinda yukarinda zikredilenlere benzer vakalarin sayis1 Afrika tilkeleri 6zelinde azimsanmayacak
derecede fazla olmasina ragmen ya ifsa edilememekte ya da basina yansimamaktadir. Bu realite
onemli bir ikileme isaret etmektedir ki Afrika devletleri bir yandan kalkinma yardimlarina ihtiyag
duyarken bir yandan da USTK’larin girisimlerini istemez hale gelebilmektedirler. Ve hatta USTK'larin
bir ilkedeki varligi ve faaliyetleri insani diizlemden ¢ikartilarak hizla siyasal diizleme
tasinabilmektedir. Ozellikle Arap Bahari sonrasinda sivil toplum iizerinde etki eden dis giiclerin
etkileri daha ciddi ele alinmaya baslamistir. Ornegin bu dogrultuda hareket eden Etiyopya hiikiimeti
yerel STK'larin disardan aldiklari fonun toplam fonlari igindeki payinin %10’u gecemeyecegi kararini
yasalastirmistir (Anderson, 2017).

Halklarinin goziinde otoritelerinin sarsilacagini diisiinen bir¢ok devlet USTK'lar1 denetleme geregi
duyarak Insani Yardim Bakanliklar kurarak bu kurumlar vasitasiyla USTK’lar iizerinde denetleme,
koordinasyon ve gerekli durumlarda baski kurmay:1 amacladilar. Olumsuz alg1 ve siipheler nedeniyle
tilkede islerin ters gittigi durumlarda USTK'lar hizla istenmeyen yabanci haline doniisebilmekteler.
Ornegin Sudan’da Devlet Bagskami Omer el Besir'in Uluslararasi Ceza Mahkemesi'nde Darfur’da
soykirim suglamasiyla yargilandig1 2009 doneminde devletin verdigi ilk tepki davaya kanit sagladiklari
gerekcesiyle Save the Children, MSF gibi 10 farkli USTK'nin tilkeden kovulmasi olmustur (Sudan
Tribune, 2009).

Esasinda bu baskilama ¢abalar1 sadece USTK’larla ilgi olmayip genel olarak sivil toplum alanini
devletlerin denetimine sokulmak gibi iistii ortiilii bir amag¢ icermektedir. Finans kaynaklarinin
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denetiminin yaninda c¢alisan yabanci personeller igin sinirlama getirilmesi gibi uygulamalar
yurirliktedir. Freedom House’'un konuya iliskin yaptig1 6zel bir raporlamada son 15 yilda aralarinda
Sudan, Etiyopya, Tunus, Uganda gibi iilkelerin bulundugu 12 Afrika tilkesi STK'lar1 sinirlayici yasalar
hayata gecirmislerdir. 7 iilke bu yonde yasalar1 yiiriirliige sokmak icin beklerken Nijerya, Kenya ve
Angola’nin dahil oldugu 6 iilkede ise kisitlayici yasalar mahkeme yoluyla iptal edilmistir (Musila, 2019,
s. 4).

USTK’larin yaptig1 projeleri basili ve gorsel medyanin yaninda sosyal medya yayginlastirmasi ve
dramatik gorsel ve soylemlerin tekrar1 nedeniyle Afrika kitasinin sadece kuraklik, kitlik, terérizm,
catisma ve go¢ gibi olumsuzluklarla 6zdes hale gelmesi elestirilen temel hususlardan biridir. Bu
yaklasim temsilci konumundaki tilke liderlerini ve halki rahatsiz edecek boyutlara vararak tepkilere
yol agmaktadir. Ancak daha ¢ok fon ve bagis¢i saglamak adina dramatik bir Afrika gorseli paylasma
kolayhiginin Afrika {ilkelerinde faal Tirk STKlarin da kaginabildigi bir yaklasim olmadigi
gozlemlenmektedir (Kavak, 2023).

Devletlerin sagladig1 temel hizmetlerden mahrum iicra kéy ve kasabalara giderek magdur olmus
insanlarin yaralarim1 saran USTK'larin gelismemis tlkelerde yiriittiigii faaliyetler son dénemlerde
akademik calismalara konu olsa da Tiirkiye’de bu alanda yapilan ¢alisma sayisi hala oldukca
yetersizdir. Politik ve dini motivasyonlar1 bir kenara birakildiginda tartisilan temel konu USTK’larin
gelismemis tlilkelerdeki varliginin gercekten yararli mi yoksa sanilanin tersine yararsiz mi olduklaridir.
Genel olarak yapilan yorumlar ise o6zetle USTK'lara giivenen, devletlerin ihmal ettigi bolgelerde
aldiklar riskler ve yaptiklar1 calismalar dolayisiyla takdir edenler ile USTK’lar1 yararsiz, i¢ islerine
miidahil ve Afrika’nin sorunlar1 gercek anlamda anlamadiklar seklinde elestiren iki zit goriis etrafinda
toplanmaktadir (Anderson, 2017). Afrika tllkelerinde ve gelismemis iilkelerde USTK'lara karsi
gelistirilen kaygilarin tamamen yersiz oldugunu séylemek zorken elbette biitiin USTK’lar1 ayni kefeye
koyan anlayis da bir o kadar sakincali gériinmektedir.

4. Afrika Kitasi ve Tiirk Sivil Toplumu

2024 yih baslarinda Uganda’ya yapacagim bir ziyaret icin bindigim istanbul-Entebbe ucaginda
ontimdeki koltukta oturan ve ceketinin sirt boliimiinde “Kalem Dernegi-Turhal” yazili bir yardim
calisani dikkatimi ¢ekmisti. Sohbetimiz esnasinda Uganda’da destekledikleri yetimhanelerin oldugunu
0grenirken beni hemen yaninda oturan baska bir dernek temsilcisi ile tanistirdi. Béylece ismini ilk kez
duydugum o kurumun da gene Uganda da bir asevi islettigini 6grendim. 2018 yilinda Uganda’yi
kapsayan bir saha calismas1 30 kadar Tiirk STK’sinin farkli 6lgeklerde de olsa Uganda’da faaliyet
gostermis oldugu tespitine yer vermektedir (Aras, 2018) ki aradan gecgen seneler i¢cinde bugiin bu
sayinin daha da artmis olmas1 muhtemeldir.

Kisa bir kisisel gozlem igeren ugak kesitinden de anlasilacag iizere Tirk STK’larinin Afrika kitasinda
dagilimi birkag y1l 6ncesine gore artik son derece biiyiik bir cesitlilik gostermeye baglamistir. IHH,
Yerytizii Doktorlari, Goniilliiler ve Cansuyu gibi adlar1 herkesce bilinen biiylik yardim kuruluslarinin
yaninda ¢ok sayida kiiciik 6lcekli dernek ve vakif Afrika kitasindaki yardim sektoriine eklemlenme
egilimi gostermektedir. Elbette bu yeni durum Afrika’daki Tiirk STK’larinin dagilim, proje ve etki
Olgclimlemelerinin takibini de zorlastirmaktadir.

Konumuza iliskin olarak Tiirk STK'larin Afrika tilkelerindeki faaliyetlerinin Tiirkiye'nin son yirmi yilda
Afrika iilkeleriyle artan diplomatik ve ticari iliskileriyle dogru orantih bir sekilde arttig1 gorilmektedir.
Isbilir'e gore (isbilir, 2021, s. 23) Tiirkiye’nin Afrika’ya acihm politikalar1 dogrultusunda kitaya artan
ilgisi bu dogrultuda sivil kapasitenin gelisimini de tetiklemistir. Sayica artan STK’larin Afrika kitasina
yonelik faaliyetlerinde gerek Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanhgi’'na bagh Tiirkiye Is birligi ve Kalkinma Idaresi
Baskanlhigi'nin (TIKA) sagladigi fonlar gerekse de Tiirkiye’'nin kaydettigi ekonomik biiyiimesinin bir
sonucu olarak biitgce bazinda artislar goriilmektedir. Boylesine yogun bir ilgiyi Tiirkiye’'nin son yirmi
yilda Afrika iilkeleriyle gelistirdigi iliskilerden bagimsiz ele almak oldukga gii¢ gériinmektedir.
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Tirk STK’larin Afrika iilkeleriyle temaslarinda ve kitaya daha aktif yonelimlerinde 1998 yilinda ilk kez
glindeme tasinan Afrika A¢ilimi, 2002 yilindan sonra bu ac¢ilima hiz verilmesi, 2005 yilinin Tiirkiye’de
“Afrika Yili” ilan edilmesi ve 2008 yilinda Tirkiye’'nin Afrika Birligi tarafindan Stratejik Ortak olarak
kabul gérmesinin biiyiik etkisi vardir. Bu kapsamda Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in yaptig
Afrika turlar ve diizenlenen Afrika-Tiirkiye Isbirligi Zirveleri medya organlarinda Afrika’ya iliskin
glindemlerin daha genis yer bulmasini saglamistir. Tiirkiye'nin Afrika siyasetinin genislemesi ve
derinlesmesi neticesinde Tiirkiye'de Afrika farkindalig1 yiikselise gecerken artan isbirlikleri sayesinde
tanitim, vize islemleri ve lojistik gibi alanlarda da STK’larin lehine gelismeler yasanmistir. Elbette
olumlu addedilebilecek tiim bu gelismeler vesilesiyle Tiirk STK’larin da Afrika iilkeleriyle daha fazla
temas noktasi saglamasi ve insani kalkinma diizleminde projeler tislenmeleri gerceklesmistir.

Tirk STK'larin Afrika kitasindaki goriinirliklerin artis géstermesinde kuskusuz Tiirkiye’'nin elgilik
sayisim kita iilkelerinde 44’e ¢ikartmasi, TIKA'nin Afrika iilkelerinde 22 calisma ofisi agmasi ve
THY’nin kita genelinde 60 civarinda lokasyona ucus gerceklestirmesinin biiyiik pay1 vardir. Bu ii¢
unsur lojistik ve ulasim kolayligi, devlet nazarinda himaye ve prestij sagladigindan STK’larin Afrika
tilkelerinde daha rahat hareket etmelerinin éniinii agmistir.

Afrika kamuoyunda USTK’lara bakisin degistigi ve giiven sorununun olustugu bir ortamda Tiirk
STK'lar Afrikalilarin yiizlestigi saglik, gida yetersizligi, temiz suya ulasim gibi kronik sorunlarla
miicadele ederken ayni zamanda Tiirk halkinin vicdanini temsil etmektedirler. Tiirk STK ¢alisanlarinin
saha c¢alismalarinda giydikleri kiyafetlerde, hayata geg¢irdikleri projelerin tabelalarinda ya da
dagittiklar1 malzemelerde genellikle ay yildizli Tlirk bayragi 6zellikle 6n plana ¢ikartarak kullandiklar:
gorilmektedir. Boylesi bir tutum yapilan projenin ya da verilen yardim malzemesinin Tiirkiye halki
tarafindan desteklendigi vurgusu yapmak icindir. Bu kurumlar insani yardim ¢alismalar1 vesilesiyle
Afrikalilarla birebir temas kurarak Afrika iilkeleriyle Tiirkiye arasinda yeni kdpriiler tesis edebilen bir
konumda olduklarinin bilinciyle hareket etmektedirler.

TIKA tarafindan hazirlanan ve belirli araliklarla kamuoyu ile paylasilan kalkinma yardimlari raporlar
lizerinden Tiirkiye'nin sagladig1 toplam dis yardimlar icinde Tiirk STK’larin tuttugu yeri tespit etmek
bir nebze miimkindir. Kurumun 2022’de yayinladig: Tiirkiye Kalkinma Yardimlar1 Raporu verilerine
gore Turkiye’'nin toplam kalkinma yardimi (resmi ve 6zel akimlar toplami) 2005 yilinda 601 milyon
dolar iken bu rakam 2019 yilinda 8,6 milyar dolar ile Cumhuriyet déneminin en yiiksek seviyesine
ulagmustir (TIKA, 2022, s. 11).

Turkiye'nin kalkinma yardimlar1 2022 yilinda bir nebze diiserek 7,9 milyar dolar seviyesinde
gerceklesmistir. STK’larin insani ve kalkinma alaninda kullandiklar fon ise 2018 yilinda tarihi zirve
yaparak toplamda 826 milyon dolara kadar ytkseldigi goriiliirken aradan gegen yillar icinde STK
akimlar1 343 milyon dolara kadar gerilemistir. 2022 yilinda STK’larin insani yardimlar i¢cin kullandigi
fon 152 milyon dolara kalkinmaya ayirdiklar: fon ise 191 milyon dolar seviyesinde ger¢eklesmistir.
llgili raporun Afrika iilkelerine yonelik verileri incelediginde 2021 yihna gore Afrika iilkelerine
saglanan Resmi Kalkinma Yardimlarinin (RKY) 99 milyon dolardan 59 milyon dolara geriledigi
goriilmektedir. Somali 26 milyon dolar ile Tiirkiye’den en c¢ok kalkinma yardimi alan {ilkeler
siralamasinda Suriye’den sonra ikinci sirada yer alirken listenin devaminda Gambiya, Sudan,
Moritanya, Giiney Sudan, Nijer ve Cibuti gibi tilkeler yer almaktadir (TiKA, 2022, s. 13-26).

Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi Afrika’da faal Tirk STK’lar1 artik birka¢ kurumla sinirh degildir. Gerek
Istanbul ve Ankara gibi biiyiik sehirlerden gerekse de Konya, Tokat gibi Anadolu sehirlerinde
orgiitlenerek Afrika iilkelerine insani yardim alaninda a¢ilim yapan kurum sayisi bir hayli artis
gostermistir. Sosyal medyanin etkin kullanimi sayesinde fon toplama kolaylig1 elde edilmesi de bu
cesitlenme de biiytik bir rol oynamaktadir. Afrika iilkelerinde genellikle egitim, saglik, acil insani
yardim ve kalkinma projeleri (su kuyusu, mikro finans saglama, tarimsal iiretime destek vb.)
gerceklestiren Tiirk STK’larinin kurumsallasma siire¢lerinin halen devam ettigi ve biiyilik oranda yerel
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partner kurumlarla isbirligi lizerinden hareket ettikleri goézlenmektedir. Yetismis yetkin personel
sayisinin azligl, uzmanlasma eksigi ve kitanin cografi genisligi ve kiltiirel cesitliligi ise Tiirk
STK’larinin etkilerini sinirlayan etkenlerin basinda gelmektedir.

Afrika’da faal bazi Tiirk STK'larin diger bir belirgin 6zelligi ise dini ve insani beklentileri terkipleyerek
hareket eden cemaat tabanl kuruluslar seklinde 6rgiitsel yapiya sahip olmalaridir. Aziz Mahmut Hiidai
ve Ismailaga gibi Tiirkiye’de genis cemaat tabanina sahip yapilarin Afrika iilkeleri iizerinden
cemaatlerini genisletme ve kiiresellesme arayislarina sahit olmaktayiz (Kutluer & Ekici, 2022). Bu
durum Afrika ihtiyaclarinin m1 yoksa cemaat ihtiyaclarinin mi éncelendigi gibi bir sorunsali karsimiza
cikartmaktadir ki bu tamamen baska bir ¢alisma konusu olacak kadar kapsamli bir analize muhtactir.

Afrika iilkelerinde faal Tiirk STK'larin Afrika lilkelerinde saglik sektoriinde énemli bir goriiniirliige
sahiptir. Ameliyat programlari, saglik taramalari, hastane veya klinik isletmeciligi gibi projeler
sayesinde Tiirk STK sektorii Afrikalilar nazarinda olumlu bir imaj elde ettigi goriilmektedir. Bu
kuruluslarin fonlarinin genellikle dini kapsamli bagisa giren sadaka, fitre, zekat, adak ve akika gibi
ibadetlere endeksli olmasi ister istemez bu kuruluslara dini bir gériiniim vermektedir. Bu durumun bir
tezahiirii olarak faaliyet yelpazelerinde ramazan gida kumanyasi dagitimi, zekat ve fitre dagitimi
temelli nakit para yardimi, kurban kesimi, Kur’an-1 Kerim dagitimi ve Kur’an kursu isletmek gibi dini
icerikli faaliyetler uzun bir liste olusturmaktadir.

Temiz suya erisimin hala ciddi bir sorun teskil ettigi Sahel kusag1 gibi yerlerde ise Tiirk STK
faaliyetlerinin yiizey ve derin su kuyusu agmaya yoneldigi goriilmektedir. Bagiscisinin adini yasatmak
adina yore halklarinin asina olmadigl uzun isim tabelalan ile siislenen bu kuyular Tirk STK’larin
Afrika kitasindaki faaliyetleri arasinda ciddi bir yer tutmaktadir. 2015 yilinda IHH insani Yardim
Vakfr'nin su kuyularinin uydu koordinatlarini belirlemek ve etkinliklerini degerlendirmek adina
Darfur bolgesinde yaptigimiz bir saha gezisinde farkli STK’lar eliyle ayni lokasyonda acilmis ¢ok sayida
atil vaziyette kuyunun varligina sahit olmustum. Verimsizlik iceren bu durum tzerine yaptigimiz
incelemeler proje tekrari iceren bu durumun denetim eksikligi, isbirligi yapilan yerel STK'nin yerel
yonetimlerle girdikleri angajman, yore halkinin kétii kullanim ve ihmallerinden kaynakli oldugu tespit
edilmisti.

Diger bir elestirel hat ise bu kurumlarin istisnalar hari¢ uzun vadeli ve kalici ¢dziimlerden ¢ok
reaksiyoner bir hareket tarzini benimsemis olmalaridir. Bu nedenle Tiirk STK’larin gériiniimii Somali,
Sudan, Nijer gibi insani krizlerin yogunlastig1 iilkelerde daha fazla 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. TIKA'nin
kamuoyu ile paylastig1 degerlendirme raporlarinda da Tiirk STK'larin en fazla yardim sagladig tilkeler
genellikle belli bash iilkeler olmaktadir. Bu tablo Tiirk STK'larin Afrika sorunlarina biitiinciil bir bakis
acis1 gelistiremediklerini Tirkiye'nin dini ve tarihi baglarinin bulundugu daha yakin cografya
sayilabilecek niifus ¢ogunlugu Miisliiman tlkelerde faaliyetlerini yogunlastirdiklarin1 géstermektedir.
Ornegin Somali’de oldukca etkili olan Tiirk STK’larin iilke icindeki dagihmina bakildiginda bélgesel
fark hemen goze carpmaktadir. Mogadisu etrafinda kiimelenen Tiirk STK'larinin iilkenin Somaliland ya
da Puntland gibi bolgelerindeki etkisi oldukca az hissedilmektedir. Gene benzer sekilde Somali'nin
komsular Cibuti, Kenya ve Etiyopya’da Tiirk STK'larin varligi sinirh diizeyde kalmaktadir.

Tokat'in Turhal ilcesinden yola koyularak Uganda’ya ulasan Kalem Dernegi gibi heniiz
kurumsallasmasi ve bolgesel uzmanlig1 olmayan kiiciik dernek ve vakiflarin Afrika kitasina yonelmesi
cesaretlendirici ve ilgi ¢ekici olsa da bu durum kaynak kullanimi ve verimlilik acisindan bir handikaba
isaret etmektedir. Planlama, denetleme ve etki olusturma gibi mekanizmalarin yetersizligi veya proje
tekrari gibi durumlar kaynak israfina davetiye cikartabilmektedir.

Son yillarda Afrika’da sayilarn giderek artan bazi Tiirk STK’larin yukarida da deginildigi gibi Afrika
kamuoyunun hassasiyetlerine aykiri sekilde son derece olumsuz bir Afrika imajin1 medya tekrarlari
lizerinden pekistirdikleri gozlemlenmektedir (Kavak, 2023, s. 247). Bagis miktarini arttirmak adina bir
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tabak sicak yemekle, bir gida kolisi ile Afrika kitasindaki tiim a¢ insanlarin doyuruldugu ya da verilen
bir canta ile tiim genglerin geleceklerinin kurtarildig1 gibi genellemeler dikkat cekici boyuttadir.
Afrika’y1 kurbanlastiran bu tutumun esasinda bir is modeli haline geldigi goriilmektedir. Kullanilan
soylemlerde tistii ortilii bir sekilde bile olsa Afrika icin bir kurtarici imaji ¢cizmeleri siklikla karsilasilan
bir durumdur. Gerc¢egi tam olarak yansitmayan bu yaklasimlar nedeniyle STK'lara destek veren
bagiscilarda da yanilsamalar yasamaktadir.

5. Sonug¢

Uluslararasi sivil toplum kapsamina giren Uluslararas: Hikiimet Dis1 Kuruluslar (USTK'lar) gelismis
tilkelerde dis politika uygulamalarinda yer bulmakta ve dis kalkinma yardimlarinin saglanmasinda
aracl rol oynamaktadirlar. Benzer bir egilimin son yillarda Tiirkiye’de de ivme kazandigi USTK
kapsamina girecek Tiirk STK faaliyetlerinin dis kalkinma yardimlari raporlarina dahil edildigi ve
devlet tarafindan takip edildigi gozlenmektedir. Bu minvalde Tirkiye Afrika {ilkeleri ile siyasi,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel iligkilerini arttirmaya yonelik arayisini stirdiiriirken Sivil Toplum Kuruluslar: da
bu siirecte etkin sekilde yer almaktadirlar. Bu minvalde Tiirk STK'larin Afrika kitas1 iilkelerindeki
goriuntrliigii ve faaliyet cesitlerinde bir artis yasanmustir.

Afrika kitasinda disaridan gelen USTK’lara yonelik olumsuz algilamalar giderek artsa da Tiirk STK’lar1
simdilik bu alg1 degisiminden olumsuz etkilenmemektedir. Ancak bu durumun nasil devam edecegi
Tirk STK’larinin kitada gosterecekleri performansa bagh oldugunu belirtmek gerekmektedir. Proje
tekrarlari, kaynak israfi, verimsizlik gibi ciktilarin artmasi ya da politik giindemlerle donanmalari
halinde Tiirk STK’larina ydnelik olumlu algilamalar da elbette aniden degisime ugrayabilir. Bunun
olmamasi1 i¢in STK’larin kurumsallasmasi, faaliyet alanlarini taniyarak uzmanlasmasi ve gerek
Tirkiye'deki gerekse de faaliyet gosterdikleri iilkelerdeki yetkili merciler ile koordinasyon igin
calismalar1 gerekmektedir.

Tirk STK'larin Afrika iilkeleri ile Tirkiye arasinda yeni kopriiller kurmasi ve insani yardim
calismalarini devam ettirebilmesi son kertede Tiirkiye'nin 2005 yilindan beri yiiriittigii ve artik dis
politikada belirginlik kazanan Afrika siyasetinin de basarisina baghdir. Tirk STK’lar1 Afrika
tilkelerinde Tiirkiye'nin goriiniirligiinii arttirarak Tirkiye-Afrika iliskilerine genelde olumlu katki
saglarken Tirkiye'nin benimsedigi yeni Afrika siyaseti dogrultusunda attifi adimlarin da Tirk
STK’lara Afrika kitasinda yeni alanlar actigi gézlemlenmektedir.

STK'larin Tirk dis politikasinin etki alaninin Afrika iilkelerine yayllmasinda daha etkin roller
oynayabilecegi ve oOzellikle Afrikalilarla sicak temas saglayarak daha yakindan iliskiler tesis
edebilecekleri asikardir. Ozellikle TIKA gibi kamu kurumlarinin STK’lar ile daha entegre ¢alismalar ve
insani-kalkinma yardimlar1 alaninda STK’larin y6nettigi fonlarin biiylimesi son yillarda yasanan bazi
olumlu gelismelerdir. Bu olumlu tablonun paralelinde Tiirk STK’larin Afrika iilkelerinde ytriittiikleri
calismalarin cografik dagilimi, zayif kurumsallasmalar ve insa ettikleri Afrika imaji1 tizerine bazi
elestiriler de getirmek miimkindur. Kita ile 2000°li yillarda tanisan STK'larin uzun vadeli kalici
projeler ylriitmesi, yeni ofisler acarak kurumsallasmasi, faaliyetlerini kita icinde daha genis bir
cografyaya yaymalari ve daha saglikh bir Afrika yaklasimi gelistirmeleri elbette daha genis bir zaman
aralig1 gerektirmektedir.
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1.Introduction

In the tumultuous early months of 1900, Major Aziz Bey, an Ottoman military attaché, embarked on a
remarkable journey to South Africa. Tasked with observing the operations of the British army during
the South African War, Aziz Bey’s assignment offered a rare and compelling perspective on a conflict
that shaped the course of colonial history. Stationed in British camps alongside Field Marshal Lord
Roberts, Aziz Bey’s insights, though not directly recorded, have been preserved through the writings of
contemporary war correspondents like James Francis Harry St. Clair-Erskine and Colonel Lionel James.
During his time in South Africa, Aziz Bey observed and recorded both admiration and criticism for the
Boer fighters. He described the Boers’ combat tactics with vivid metaphors, likening their approach to
the cunning of a fox and the swiftness of a hare, reflecting the agility and strategy that repeatedly
challenged British forces. His experiences as a foreign observer were not without difficulties; he faced
logistical and financial challenges, and his commitment to maintaining neutrality in the midst of a
highly polarised conflict added further strain.

This article explores Major Aziz Bey’s role and contributions as an observer in the South African War,
shedding light on the interplay between Ottoman and British perspectives in a conflict pivotal to the
imperial dynamics of the early twentieth century. The research draws on primary sources, including
periodicals, war correspondents' accounts, and personal correspondence to reconstruct Aziz Bey’s
experiences. Ottoman archival records and historical documents further provide context on the
objectives behind his deployment and the Ottoman Empire’s policy in South Africa. Through this
combined methodological approach, this study demonstrates how Aziz Bey’s observations enhance
our understanding of Ottoman foreign policy at the turn of the century.

2.0ttoman Influence in Sub-Saharan Africa

By utilising its dominance over North African regions like Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya, the Ottoman
Empire forged important and strategic links with Muslim sultanates in sub-Saharan Africa (Hazar,
2011). These connections extended to various states including the Emirate of Harar in the Horn of

Africa; the Funj and Darfur sultanates in modern-day Sudan; Kanem-Bornu, Bagirmi, Bulele, and Wadai
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in Chad; Hausa states and the Kano Sultanate in present-day Nigeria and Niger; and the Zanzibar
Sultanate along the East African coast (Gokgedik, 2024; Ozdemir, 2017; Peacock, 2012).

The Ottoman influence in these regions was multifaceted. In military and defence matters, the
Ottomans provided support against European colonial powers and local threats. For example, they
provided guns and trained local men to defend the Emirate of Harar against incursions by the
Portuguese and the Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia. Additionally, the Ottomans captured Mombasa
from the Portuguese in the late sixteenth century, demonstrating their strategic military reach in the
region (Hess, 1969; Ozgiin, 2018; Pankhurst, 1997). Diplomatically, the Ottomans maintained their
influence through emissaries and special missions. Notably, Sultan Abdiilhamid II dispatched
Muhammad Basala to regions like Morocco and Bornu to promote the power and prestige of the
Ottoman Caliphate. This helped strengthen the Ottomans’ religious and political ties across the
continent (Deringil, 1991).

The Ottoman Empire’s role in international diplomacy was also evident at the Berlin Conference of
1884-1885, where it held observer status. This participation showed its interests and influence in
Africa amid the European colonial scramble (Minawi, 2016). Despite the Berlin Act of 1885 facilitating
European expansionism, the Ottomans maintained their ties with African Muslim sultanates into the
early twentieth century. In the early years of the Turkish Republic, Muslims from Madagascar and
Mauritius contributed money to Ankara, demonstrating this long-lasting tie (Minawi, 2016). Overall,
the Ottoman Empire’s involvement in Africa was marked by strategic military alliances, diplomatic
missions, and religious leadership, ensuring its presence and influence in the region throughout
various historical periods.

This influence is further featured by an 1862 request from the Cape Muslim minority in South Africa,
who petitioned the Cape Governor to bring in a scholar from a Muslim state (Orakei, 2007). The British
Parliament and Queen Victoria became involved, forwarding the matter to Miisiiriis Pasha, the
Ottoman envoy in London, who then brought it to Sultan Abdiilaziz’s attention. In 1863, Sultan
Abdiilaziz appointed Abu Bakr Effendi to travel to the Cape Colony to address internal religious
conflicts among Muslims living there. Abu Bakr Effendi addressed these conflicts by founding two
Ottoman theological schools in Cape Town, one for boys and another for girls, to educate the
community. Fifteen days after his arrival, the boys’ school was established and enrolled more than
three hundred students within just twenty days, including descendants of the renowned Islamic leader
Tuan Guru (Imam Abdullah Qadhu Abdus Salaam) (Ugar, 2001). Abu Bakr Effendi also visited other
cities in South Africa, along with Mauritius and Mozambique, in response to requests from Muslim
communities in these regions (Orakgi, 2007).

Abu Bakr Effendi, seeking to forge strong connections with South African Muslims, acquired
proficiency in both English and Afrikaans, a dialect of Dutch.! Effendi authored two notable works:
Bayan ud-din (1869), a concise translation of Ibrahim b. Muhammed el-Halebi’s Miilteka’l-Ebhur, and
Marasid ud-din, both composed in Afrikaans with Arabic script. Bayan ud-din, recognised as one of the
earliest examples of Arabic-Afrikaans or Ajami literature, was published in Istanbul in 1877 with 1,500
copies distributed among Muslims in the Cape, while Marasid ud-din was never published (Bruinessen,
2000). Effendi’s students, while accustomed to Afrikaans, were only able to read Arabic script for

1 Originated in South Africa and Namibia, Afrikaans is a language that has primarily evolved from Dutch. It developed from
the Dutch dialects that Dutch immigrants brought to the Cape of Good Hope in the seventeenth century. Later, it was
impacted by the languages of native African communities, slaves, and other settlers. Afrikaans, one of South Africa's eleven
official languages, is unique while having a close relationship to Dutch. Approximately 7 million people speak it as their first
language today, and many more speak it as a second language, particularly in South Africa and Namibia. Compared to Dutch,
Afrikaans is renowned for having a simpler syntax and a distinct lexicon. For many South Africans, particularly Afrikaner,
‘Coloured’, and other Afrikaans-speaking populations, it is an essential component of their cultural identity (Ponelis, 1993;
Roberge, 2002).
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religious reasons and did not actually speak Arabic. Additionally, they were unfamiliar with the Latin
script used for Afrikaans (Cornelissen, 2013). Effendi’s letters, which included information about the
Cape Colony's economy, politics, history, topography, climate, and culture, were published in the
Turkish newspaper Mecmua-i Fiinun between 1863 and 1880, providing valuable insights to Ottoman
intellectuals (Orakgi, 2007). Up to his death in 1880, he carried on with his religious and educational
pursuits.

The Ottoman Empire’s connections with South African Muslims were also greatly improved by Abu
Bakr Effendi, which had a huge effect on the Muslim population in Cape Town. Sixty Muslims in the
Cape Colony thanked Sultan Abdiilaziz in 1863 for bringing the Islamic scholar Effendi to the Cape
Colony (Ugar, 2001). Following Effendi’s arrival, the Ottoman Sultan’s name was mentioned in Friday
sermons, and Cape Muslims began celebrating the Sultan’s birthday (Ugar, 2001). For instance, in
1867, they marked Sultan Abdiilaziz’s birthday with great ceremony, demonstrating the Ottoman
Caliph-Sultan’s charismatic influence (Ucar, 2001). Effendi’s presence cemented the Ottoman Sultan's
religious sway over the Muslim community in Cape Town, and subsequently in Port Elizabeth and the
Transvaal. In 1882, Abdullah Agmat, one of Effendi's pupils, founded the Ottoman Cricket Club in Cape
Town, which is still going strong today. Effendi, as the sole Islamic scholar selected by the Ottoman
authorities to educate non-Ottoman communities abroad, held significant importance for both the
Ottoman Empire and the Muslim population of South Africa (Argun, 2000).

After Abu Bakr Effendi passed away, his sons took up his Islamic initiatives in South Africa. Achmed
Ataullah Effendi became the head of the Kimberley Ottoman Hamidiye School and later led the
Ottoman Theological School in Cape Town, demonstrating his strong connections with Indian Muslim
communities (Orakei, 2007). His brother, Hisham Nimetullah Effendi, who received his education in
Turkey, was a distinguished scholar. He authored religious texts in Afrikaans and played a key role in
fostering ties between the Ottoman Caliphate and the Muslim community in South Africa (Argun,
2000). The Ottoman Empire supported these efforts by funding mosque constructions and establishing
schools and mosques across the region (Orakei, 2007).

The rulers of the Ottoman Empire were mainly driven by religious and political motives in their efforts
to support South African Muslims. The Ottoman Empire attempted to put pressure on Britain,
especially after 1878, by using the caliphate’s stature as a major Islamic power (Ozcan, 1997). At the
time, Britain governed a substantial Muslim population within its dominions, most notably in India.
Indian immigrants, who began arriving in South Africa in 1860, made up the majority of the country’s
Muslim population. Through his pan-Islamist policies, Sultan Abdiilhamid II significantly politicised
Islam, using the caliphate's power to subvert British interests. Pan-Islamic propaganda found a key
platform in South Africa. With the help of its intellectuals and consular agents, the Ottoman Empire
sought to foster positive ties with the Muslims of South Africa (Orakgi, 2007). In 1899, Abdiilhamid II
intensified the pressure on Britain by dispatching a military observer to South Africa’s armed forces as
part of his strategy.

3.The South African War: The Dawn of Modern Guerrilla Warfare and British Imperial Hubris

European settlement in South Africa commenced in 1652 when Jan Van Riebeeck, on behalf of the
Dutch East India Company (DEIC), founded a supply station at the Cape of Good Hope. This marked the
beginning of a significant European presence in the region. The British annexation of the Cape Colony
in 1806, during the Napoleonic Wars, initiated enduring British-Boer? hostility. The tension was
further intensified by the abolition of slavery in 1833, which caused labour shortages and led to the
Great Trek of the Afrikaners (Boers) seeking autonomy. This migration resulted in the establishment

2 The term ‘Boer’ refers to Dutch-descended farmers who settled in South Africa, while the term ‘Afrikaner’ represents a
broader and more inclusive identity adopted by the Boers over time. While ‘Boer emphasises the agricultural sector,
‘Afrikaner’ encompasses all Dutch-descended South Africans.
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of the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (also known as the South African Republic or Transvaal) in 1852
and the Oranjevrijstaat (Orange Free State) in 1854.

The discovery of the world’s richest diamond deposit in 1871 and the richest gold deposit in 1886
within the smallest Afrikaner states heightened British-Boer tensions. These discoveries culminated in
the First Boer War (1880-1881), followed by the South African War (Second Boer War) from 1899 to
1902. The British Empire, recognising South Africa’s economic and strategic significance, exerted
increasing pressure on the Boer republics from the 1870s onwards. The growing demands and threats
from Britain galvanised Boer nationalism, ultimately leading to conflict. The war between the
formidable British Empire and the diminutive Boer states was described by Pakenham as ‘the longest,
the costliest, the bloodiest and the most humiliating war for Britain between 1815 and 1914’ (1979, p.
3).

The first African ‘freedom struggle’ of the twentieth century was the South African War, which lasted
from 1899 to 1902. It was also considered as the most pivotal conflict in the European scramble for
Africa and blueprint for modern colonial ventures in Africa (Nasson, 2010, p. 27; Wessels, 2011, p.
137). Additionally, this battle marked the twentieth century's first guerilla struggle against colonialism
(Pakenham, 1979). The war incurred a cost exceeding 200 million pounds, twenty times the expected
amount, leading to an increase in income tax (Warwick, 1983). For nearly three years, Britain armed,
assembled, and maintained the largest army ever deployed overseas (Smith, 1996). 88,000 Boer
soldiers and 450,000 British Empire soldiers participated in the battle (Warwick, 1983). The conflict
led to the deaths of around 22,000 British soldiers, 7,000 Afrikaner combatants, and more than 15,000
coloured and African people (Warwick, 1980). The British significantly outspent the Boers on
weaponry, investing 1,000 pounds each Boer fighter, whereas the Boers spent merely fifteen pence
each British soldier (Smith, 1996).

The Second Boer War was precipitated by Britain’s demands for political rights for British immigrants
in the Transvaal, which were rejected. Initial Boer victories led to a shift towards guerrilla warfare
following British occupation of the Boer republics. The British response, led by Lord Kitchener,
included scorched-earth tactics and the establishment of concentration camps for Boer civilians and
Africans, resulting in significant civilian casualties (Wessels, 2011). The Treaty of Vereeniging in 1902
concluded the war, making the Transvaal and Orange Free State British colonies.

Although the war underscored Britain’s military and financial dominance, it was achieved through
brutal methods against resilient Boer forces. By the end of the war, tens of thousands of Africans and
Afrikaners had been placed in concentration camps (Lowry, 2000). More than 50,000 civilians, both
black and white, died in these camps during the conflict. Approximately 28,000 Afrikaner civilians,
including nearly 22,000 children, died out of a total Boer population of 219,000 in the Transvaal and
Orange Free State (Wessels, 2011). Sixty-six refugee camps were set up to accommodate Africans, with
the primary goal of utilising them as a source of manual labour. The conditions in these camps were
typically more severe than those experienced by white civilians (Lowry, 2000). Here, more than
14,000 Africans lost their lives (Warwick, 1980). By the end of the war, the camps were home to no
fewer than 140,000 African people (Wessels, 2011). Later in his memoirs, Paul Kruger, the President
of the South African Republic (1883-1902), stated:

The war in South Africa exceeded the limits of barbarism. I have fought against many barbarous
Kaffir tribes in the course of my life; but they are not so barbarous as English, who have burnt
our farms and driven our children into destitution, without food or shelter (Kruger, 1902, cited
as Nasson, 2010).

Despite their victory, the British made a significant political error by establishing gruesome
concentration camps. These camps, notorious for their horrendous conditions, even stirred the British
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conscience and divided public opinion. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, a British statesman and leader
of the Liberal Party, condemned the British tactics as ‘methods of barbarism’ (Lowry, 2000, p. 2).

Many new technologies were used throughout the conflict, such as machine guns, magazine-fed rifles,
and automatic handguns. Additionally important were the traditional means of transportation and
communication including steamships, railroads, horses, and the telegraph (Warwick, 1980). Britain
gained crucial experience fighting the highly experienced and well-armed Boer commandos, who were
proficient marksmen and snipers, during this battle. It is possible that the First World War would have
had a different conclusion without the lessons learnt from this previous battle (Craig, 2024).

The Anglo-Boer War was not only a ‘white man’s war’ or a ‘gentleman’s war’, as is commonly believed.
It had a major effect on hundreds of thousands of people from different ethnic groups. Since just one-
fifth of South Africans were white at the start of the conflict in 1899, it was essentially a ‘South African
War’ (Warwick, 1980). Despite their early intents to the contrary, both the British and Boer forces
used non-Europeans from the beginning of the conflict (Nasson, 1999). Non-Europeans were used in
defensive or passive capacities as spies, messengers, blockhouse watchmen, transport drivers, scouts,
guards, and servants. These groups included Blacks, Asians, and Coloured people (Siwundhla, 1984).
But as the conflict continued, the British increasingly employed non-Europeans in combatant roles,
with an estimated 30,000 black soldiers fighting alongside British forces by the war’s end (Warwick,
1980; Wessels, 2011). The Boers’ failure to secure significant African support was a major factor in
their defeat (Nasson, 2010).

The Cape Colony had a population of 2,939 coloured people, while Natal, the Transvaal, and the Orange
Free State had 4,618 natives. Lord Kitchener stated that as of November 1900, 10,053 non-Europeans
were reported to be involved in the conflict (Siwundhla, 1984). An estimated 120,000 African, Indian,
and coloured men participated in non-combatant capacities, and 14,000 of them were commando
auxiliary (Nasson, 2010). The number of Africans recruited by the British army ranged from 10,000 to
30,000. A British major observed that they were ‘fighting black men, not white ones’ as Boers also
armed African people (Nasson, 2010). In this fierce battle, at least 20,000 black people lost their lives.

4.The South African War’s Impact on Early Twentieth Century Geopolitics

The campaign had a considerable international impact and left a lasting legacy. The point to which the
war drew public attention was incredible. More people throughout the world were aware of it than
anything else that had happened in South African history at the time, owing to a newly globalising
world that fostered an international public opinion (Lowry, 2000). It was not yet another of ‘Victoria’s
small battles’, given the unparalleled global press coverage and advances in telegraphy and
photojournalism. Indeed, the South African War was one of the few major wars fought by major
powers in the early twentieth century that were closely followed by the international media.
Syndicated news agencies competed for valuable and dramatic scoops. At the end of the nineteenth
century, war was the most attractive and reputable topic for all news agencies (Lowry, 2000, p. 269).

The conflict was observed by America, France, Germany, and Japan, along with the British and Boer
troops; the Boer soldiers were accompanied by Norwegian and Russian attachés (Evans, 2000). It also
made a strong impression on the Ottoman Empire despite the fact that the empire was geographically
distant from the far southern region of Africa. The Ottoman press covered the struggle broadly.3 The
Ottoman Sultan Abdiilhamid II requested to station major Aziz Bey as an observer. Aziz Bey, who
served as the military attaché in Washington, was ordered to observe the conflict from the British

3 For a more detailed examination of the topic, see Karadag, E. (2024). Positioning in turbulent times: Ottoman intellectuals
and the South African War (1899-1902). South African Historical Journal. https://doi.org/10.1080/02582473.2024.2380279.
The article explores Ottoman intellectuals’ pro-British stance during the South African War (1899-1902), focusing on Ismail
Kemal Vlora’s writings. It examines their support for British imperialism and their views on colonialism, imperialism, and
civilisation, highlighting the war’s global impact and its significance for the Ottoman discourse.
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camp in the Transvaal during his tenure under Marshal Lord Roberts (BEO, 1734/ 130001, 1 Recep
1319). On 26 February 1900, he was dispatched to South Africa with a stipend of 200 lira to carry out
his duties in this role (irade Hususi, 2 Rebiulahir 1317, no. 9; irade Hususi, 26 Sevval 1317, no. 43).

Figure 1

A Document from the Ministry of Finance (Maliye) for the Allocation of a Daily Allowance to Major Aziz Bey,
Currently in Paris and Serving as the Military Attaché at the Embassy in Washington, for his Visit to the British
Camp in Transvaal to Observe the State of the War, Dated 19 February 1900
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Source: The Ottoman Prime Minister’s Archive, BEO 1443 - 108207, 13 Sevval 1317.

5.Shifting Alliances and Strategic Calculations: Ottoman-British Relations and the South African
War

Even though Istanbul observed the war with the British forces, the empire remained impartial.
According to Ottomans, if Boers won the war, South African Muslims could have experienced more
religious restraints, same as the practices during the Dutch East Indian Company’s administration
(Ugar, 2001).

In addition, one of Great Britain's main goals prior to the idea of realpolitik taking front stage in
Europe was the notion of Ottoman development supported by Europe (Mardin, 1983). From the
British point of view, the global presence of the Ottoman Empire was crucial since the Ottomans were
occupying the routes to India and the eastern Mediterranean. During the nineteenth century, London
supported the integrity of the Ottoman territories to maintain the balance of power in Europe (Cigek,
2006). Additionally, Turkey was seen by British policymakers as a stopgap between Russia, England’s
then-powerful foe, and England. One of the key policies of the British statesmen was the Ottoman
progress with European support (Mardin, 1983). So, London made an enormous endeavour to ‘reform’
the Ottoman Empire.

However, beyond the middle of the nineteenth century, ties between the Ottomans and the British did
not remain cordial. After a number of significant incidents, the British public’s perception of the
Ottoman reforms grew more dubious. These incidents were the Herzegovina uprising (1875-1877),
the April uprising in Bulgaria (1876), the Ottoman defeat in the Russo-Turkish War of 1878, the
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Congress of Berlin (1878), and the Armenian incidents in Istanbul (1896) (Cicek, 2006). By 1876, the
response to these events had caused pro-Turkish sentiment in Britain and throughout Europe to turn
anti-Turkish, partly due to propaganda from Radical-Liberal groups in Britain (Badem, 2010).
Consequently, British policy shifted towards a strategy aimed at fragmenting the Ottoman Empire.
This approach was intended to facilitate British acquisition of Ottoman territories (Cicek, 2006;
Mardin, 1983). For instance, the Stop the War Committee condemned Turkey’s actions in Armenia and
Bulgaria, describing it as a ‘campaign of extermination’, similar to how the South African War was
criticised. The networks established by the Pro-Boers were later utilised to create the Balkan
Committee in 1903 (Perkins, 2015).

For the Ottoman Empire, a stronger Britain could leverage its position to create significant challenges
in global politics (Orakei, 2007). Conversely, a weakened Britain would be less inclined to intervene in
Ottoman internal affairs, especially as British influence waned over Muslims in its own territories (The
Ottoman Prime Minister’s Archive, Y.A. Hus. 400/127). As the Caliph of all Muslims, Ottoman Sultan
Abdiilhamid II was convinced that a single statement from him could seriously undermine British
authority in India as he remarked, ‘It is a well-known fact that a word from me as the Caliph of all
Muslims would be sufficient to inflict considerable harm on British rule in India’. Abdiilhamid II
proposed that Russia, Germany, and France should use the 1899-1902 South African War to hold
Great Britain accountable for its oppression of Indians and its aggressive actions against other nations.
He lamented that this opportunity was missed but remained confident that Indian Muslims would
eventually succeed in breaking free from British rule (Karpat, 2001).

I[stanbul sought to gauge British military strength, particularly given the modern equipment used by
the British army in contemporary conflicts. England was a potential adversary, and the Ottomans
wanted to assess Britain's capabilities during its vigorous engagements. To achieve this, Sultan
Abdiilhamid II dispatched a war observer to South Africa to accompany British forces. This move was
also intended to signal to London that the Ottomans were closely monitoring British activities.
Consequently, Abdiilhamid II sent one of his army officers to South Africa for this purpose.

6.Major Aziz Bey’s Role and Reflections

According to an article published in The San Francisco Call on 18 February 1900, Major Aziz Bey was
placed there to monitor the British army’s activities throughout the conflict (The San Francisco Call,
Vol 87, No 80, 18 February 1900, 13). He was sent to South Africa on 26 February 1900. Under the
commander-in-chief, Field Marshall Lord Roberts, Major Aziz Bey spent six months in British camps
following the South African War.
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Figure 2

The San Francisco Call’s Article on Major Aziz Bey’s Assignment to Monitor the Conflict in South Africa

Source: The San Francisco Call, Vol 87, No 80, 18 February 1900, 13.

Major Aziz Bey’s views on the South African campaign can be gleaned from the contemporary accounts
of war correspondent James Francis Harry St. Clair-Erskine, the 5t Earl of Rosslyn. Writing for The
Sphere and the Daily Mail, Erskine detailed Major Aziz Bey’s perspective on the combat capabilities of
the Boer forces in his book Twice Captured: A Record of Adventure During the Boer War. Erskine
claimed that Major Aziz Bey aptly described the Boers’ fighting strategies with a striking metaphor: ‘Le
Boer se batte (bat) ldchement. Il se cache comme un renard, et il court comme un lievre!’ “The Boer is
fighting cowardly. He hides like a fox, and he runs like a hare!” (Rosslyn, 1900, p. 466). This vivid
description underscores the perceived elusive and evasive nature of the Boer fighters, reflecting a
keen observation of their unconventional warfare strategies.

Colonel Lionel James, in his book High Pressure: A Record of Activities in the Service of the Times
Newspaper, shares vivid accounts of his experiences with Major Aziz Bey, whom he describes as ‘an
eccentric Turk’” who became an invaluable ally on the battlefield. James recounts how Aziz Bey,
dissatisfied with the constraints of neutrality, was eager to join the fight, wanting to ‘slip the irksome
role of a neutral’ and become a warrior. His enthusiasm led him to accompany James into the heat of
battle (James, 1929, p. 173).

James provides several anecdotes about Aziz Bey, painting a picture of his unique personality and
unorthodox methods. These stories not only offer insights into Aziz Bey’s character but also highlight
his role in the conflict. However, it is important to approach these accounts with caution, as James’s
narrative may contain embellishments or subjective interpretations as many historical data could do,
potentially casting a fictionalised light on Aziz Bey’s actions and intentions.

Through Anthopoulos Pasha, the Ottoman Ambassador to London, Aziz Bey wrote two separate letters
to Constantinople outlining his financial situation. Since sending coded telegrams was prohibited in
the British quarter, and using an open telegram would tarnish the empire’s reputation, he opted to
write a letter instead. Aziz Bey noted that the other war observers were provided with travel expenses
and a semi-annual stipend, placing them in a more advantageous financial position compared to his
own (The Ottoman Prime Minister’s Archive, Y. MTV 202/3; Ugar, 140 Yillik Miras, 280).
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Figure 3

Allowance for Major Aziz Bey, Tasked with Overseeing Military Operations in South Africa, Dated 19 April 1900, in
French
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Figure 4

Allowance for Major Aziz Bey, in Charge of Monitoring Military Operations in South Africa, Dated 21 April 1900, in
English
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I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 19th
instant enclosing the receipts, signed by you, for the amount
of £107. 1. 5. due to Cormandant Aziz Bey, for which we thank
you.

We have, in accordance with your instructions, utilised
this amount as follows:~-
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Source: The Ottoman Prime Minister’s Archive, HR. SFR. 3.491/ 67/5.
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Figure 5

Major Aziz Bey, Turkish Military Attaché, Pretoria, 1900

Source: National Archives of South Africa, TAB Photo Ref. 32833.
Figure 6
Major Aziz Bey is Shown Second from the Right in the Back Row of the Photograph of the Foreign Attachés
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Major Aziz Bey went to Cape Town during the period of inaction. He received the Queen’s South Africa
(QSA) Medal with three clasps (Diamond Hill, Johannesburg, and Cape Colony) as a form of recognition
for his service during the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). These medals and clasps were generally
awarded by the British to soldiers and individuals who took part in specific campaigns or battles
during the war. His award of the QSA Medal in 1901 suggests that, despite being from a different
country, he was recognised for his involvement in specific engagements or locations that were
significant in the British campaign. This unusual recognition for a foreign officer also highlights the
complex alliances and international interest in the South African conflict during that era. In the recent
auction, the QSA awarded to Aziz Bey was sold for a hammer price of GBP 4,200. The final totals for the
transaction amounted to GBP 5,410, which translates to R 119,040, USD 6,720, and EUR 6,070. This
information is sourced from a discussion on the Anglo-Boer War Forum (AngloBoerWar.com, n.d.).

Figure 7 and 8
Aziz Bey’s Three-Clasp Medal, Bestowed by British Queen Victoria

(Turkish Military
Attaché)
Major Aziz Bey

Source: AngloBoerWar.com, n.d.
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Figure 9

Document of Granting Medal to Major Aziz Bey
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Figure 10

The Acceptance and Conferment of the Medal Awarded to Colonel Aziz Bey, Aide-De-Camp to his Imperial Majesty,
by the British Government, Dated 11 October 1901
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7. .From Diplomatic Discontent to Domestic Duty: The Evolving Role of Aziz Bey Post-1908

Aziz Bey was called to Constantinople in August 1900, while the war was still ongoing. He resumed his
duty as Washington military attaché. According to Lionel James, this capacity suited his quaint
temperament ideally. However, Aziz Bey was angry with Abdiilhamid II due to the reason that his
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salary was paid spasmodically. Thus, he wrote insulting epithets about Abdiilhamid upon the
postcards in Turkish script. One of them reached the Ottoman Sultan and he was ordered to return to
Constantinople and Aziz Bey was dismissed.

After the 1908 Young Turk Revolution, Aziz Bey became sub-chief of the Istanbul police. Lionel James,
who maintained a friendship with Aziz Bey, found him with the civilian kit in this capacity. James
expressed that Aziz Bey was average looking in comparison to his ‘pristine friend the popinjay sabreur
of the Mount Nelson Hotel’ (James, 1929, p. 174). During the South African War, the British used the
Mount Nelson Hotel as their headquarters for coordinating military strategies. Prominent figures such
as Lords Roberts, Kitchener, and Buller were regulars within its halls. Winston Churchill, stationed
there as a war correspondent, described the hotel as ‘an excellent and well-appointed establishment,
which is especially appreciated after a sea voyage’.

Figure 11

Mount Nelson Hotel, Cape Town, South Africa
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Aziz Bey’s frustration over irregular salary payments and subsequent use of insulting epithets about
the Sultan reflect the strained relationship between the Ottoman government and its overseas
representatives. This episode underlines the bureaucratic dysfunction and personal grievances that
were prevalent in the late Ottoman administration. His dismissal after one of these disparaging
messages reached the Sultan illustrates the precarious nature of political and diplomatic positions in
an era of intense autocratic control.

8.Conclusion

In conclusion, 1899-1902 South African War, through the observations of Major Aziz Bey, provides a
crucial lens into the Ottoman Empire’s strategic mindset and its evolving role in global politics at the
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turn of the twentieth century. Major Aziz Bey’s appointment to South Africa during the war not only
reflect the Ottoman Empire’s keen interest in staying relevant amidst a rapidly changing geopolitical
landscape but also reveal its nuanced approach to managing both internal and external challenges. The
empire’s decision to deploy an observer, despite its own domestic and external crises, underscores its
commitment to understanding and influencing global events. By examining Major Aziz Bey’s insights,
one gains a deeper appreciation of how the Ottoman Empire sought to navigate and adjust to the
complexities of international relations, shedding light on its broader strategic ambitions and policy
orientations. Further exploration of Major Aziz Bey’s observations promises to enrich our
understanding of Istanbul’s African policy and its broader geopolitical strategies during this
transformative period.
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Abstracts: The shifting alignments and realignments, coupled with the divergence of
interests, have resulted in a new and complex geopolitical configuration in the greater
Horn region. In this evolving political landscape, the foreign policy strategies of non-
regional actors, each armed with their own set of tools and fundamentally competing
interests, have been thrown into disarray by the region’s changing geopolitical dynamics.
Within this fluid and unstable environment, Tiirkiye, regarded as one of the region's
emerging active balancers, is striving to secure its core interests through a range of
foreign policy instruments—ranging from soft power to hard power, and from "smart"
power to historical legacy. Ankara’s "win-win" foreign policy strategy for the wider Horn
region has succeeded in instilling hope among many observers that Tiirkiye will emerge
as a true new balancer, capable of addressing Africa’s needs. The purpose of this study is
to demonstrate how Tiirkiye employs a combination of hard power, soft power, and
smart power instruments to protect its core strategic interests in the changing

geopolitical landscape of the greater Horn region. Considering this context, the study
aims to explore the evolving geopolitics of the region in relation to Tiirkiye’s efforts to
safeguard its core strategic interests. To address this complex issue, the study employs a
qualitative research method and an analytical interpretive approach to examine relevant

documents and secondary literature.
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1. Introduction

Since the official declaration of Tiirkiye’s policy of “opening up to Africa” in the late 1990s, the
economic, strategic, diplomatic, and cultural interactions between Tiirkiye and sub-Saharan Africa
have entered a new phase. In 2005, the Turkish government designated the year as the “Year of
Africa.” That same year, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan made a landmark state visit to Ethiopia
and South Africa, marking a significant milestone in the diplomatic history of Tiirkiye’s relations with
sub-Saharan Africa. This visit was notable as Erdogan became the first Turkish leader to undertake an
official state visit to a country located south of the Sahara. The Turkish Embassy in Addis Ababa is
widely acknowledged as the leading diplomatic mission in the region. As a result, since 2005, it has
become evident that sub-Saharan Africa, along with Central Asia, the Balkans, and the Middle East, has
become a key focus of Tiirkiye's new foreign policy direction.

In Tiirkiye’s increasing engagement with sub-Saharan Africa, Ankara has achieved remarkable
successes in the greater Horn region, unlike in other parts of the continent. There are two main factors
that explain the overarching narratives surrounding Tiirkiye’s swift progress in the greater Horn
region. First, Tiirkiye has a rich historical background, characterized by enduring political and cultural
ties with the nations of the greater Horn of Africa—Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Kenya, and
Sudan. In this context, as Tiirkiye sought to become a significant player in the geopolitical and geo-
economic dynamics of the greater Horn region, it reassessed its historical role as a form of non-
coercive influence (Telci, 2022, p. 77).

Second, like its historical background, Tiirkiye's deeply ingrained religious heritage also plays a
significant role in its emergence as a formidable actor in the region. In this context, it is frequently
observed that Ankara seeks to establish more amicable relations with countries in both the Middle
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East and the greater Horn of Africa by leveraging the historical ties between these regions and the
Ottoman Empire (Telci, 2022, p. 77).

Tirkiye’s increasing presence in the political, economic, and diplomatic arenas of the greater Horn
region has added momentum to the pursuit of alternatives in these key sectors. Ankara’s growing
interest in reaching out to new markets and potential strategic allies in the region has helped to
solidify its relationships (Ozkan, 2012; Orakei, 2022). Above all, the rising geopolitical, geostrategic,
and geo-economic significance of the greater Horn region has further heightened Ankara's interest,
prompting it to invest considerable energy into making the region a foreign policy priority.

Table 1

Tiirkiye’s Core Interests in the Greater Horn of Africa and Strategies Employed by Tiirkiye

Greater Horn  Tiirkiye’s Core interest areas in the Greater Horn Strategies / Instruments Employed
Nations Nations by Tiirkiye
Market Commercial Military Energy Historical Soft Hard
Port Base Legacy power Power

Somalia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ethiopia Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Djibouti Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes
Sudan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Kenya Yes No No No No Yes Yes
Eritrea Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes

S. Sudan Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

Source: The authors

It is evident that Ankara’s engagement with the geopolitical and geo-economic landscape of the Horn
region has increased dramatically since 2010. In this vein, Tiirkiye became a representative member of
the East African Community in 2010. While Ankara has also emerged as a primary security advocate
for Somalia, it further solidified its presence by opening its largest overseas military base in Somalia in
2017 (Hussein & Coskun, 2017). Additionally, Ankara pledged to rebuild the devastated Suakin port
along Sudan’s Red Sea coast in 2017 (Kiiciikgécmen & Abdelaziz, 2017). However, this initiative was
disrupted by the regime change and the deteriorating political situation in Sudan. Although Tiirkiye’s
role as a strategic ally and economic partner in sub-Saharan Africa (Demirtas and Piringgi, 2024) in
general, and the greater Horn region in particular, has strengthened, there have been growing
challenges to Ankara’s strategic interests in the region. The primary challenge to Tiirkiye’s increasing
geo-economic and geostrategic interests in the greater Horn region stems from the region’s unstable
geopolitical landscape, which results from the multipolarity of the global order. In light of this context,
the present study aims to address key questions related to the changing geopolitics of the greater Horn
region in relation to Tirkiye’s strategic interests. To address this complex issue, a qualitative research
method, combined with an analytical interpretive approach, is employed to examine documents and
secondary literature. The following research questions guide this paper: In what ways does the
evolving geopolitical landscape of the greater Horn region impact Tiirkiye's strategic interests? To
what extent have historical instruments contributed to the protection of Ankara's core strategic

33



Turkish Journal of African Studies, 1(1) 2024, 32-45

interests in the Horn of Africa? How have soft power and hard power instruments, or a hybrid of both,
contributed to Tiirkiye's ability to safeguard its strategic interests in the broader Horn region?

To address these questions and examine the challenges posed by the changing geopolitics of the
greater Horn region to Tiirkiye’s strategic interests, this paper is organized into four sections. The first
section explores the shifting geopolitical landscape of the greater Horn region. The second section
analyzes the role of historical instruments in shaping Turkish foreign policy toward the broader Horn
region. The third section examines how soft power tools have contributed to the protection of
Ankara’s strategic interests in the region. Finally, the fourth section discusses the hard power
instruments that Tiirkiye has employed to safeguard its foreign policy objectives in the region.

2. The Shifting Geopolitics of the Greater Horn Region

The evolving nature of regional alignments and shifting geopolitics in the Greater Horn of Africa
creates significant geostrategic and geo-economic uncertainties for both local and foreign players. The
region is particularly sensitive to geopolitical realignments due to the presence of numerous extra-
regional and extra-continental actors with diverse and often competing interests. These global and
emerging regional actors find it relatively easy to influence the political dynamics of the Greater Horn
for two main reasons. First, the actions and motivations of local powers are continually shaped and
disrupted by both natural and man-made crises, resulting in persistent instability in the regional
balance of power. Second, the region’s geographic proximity to the volatile Arabian Peninsula means
that instability in the peninsula directly impacts the geopolitical alignments of the Greater Horn.

The critical challenge in the geopolitical dynamics of the Greater Horn region lies in the fact that local
actors do not drive the region’s geopolitical configuration. Instead, foreign powers dictate the region’s
geopolitical alignments and realignments (Telci, 2022, pp. 73-87). At times, conflicting interests
among these foreign actors generate regional tensions, while in other cases, their rivalries escalate
into proxy wars. The ongoing civil war in Sudan exemplifies the latter scenario (Mohammad, 2023).
Furthermore, it is essential to recognize that the growing geopolitical instability in the broader Horn
region stems from a range of factors, including illicit arms trafficking, piracy, disputes over maritime
access, water resource concerns, challenges in water management, and money laundering. The
region’s stability has been significantly undermined by the presence of fragile states like Yemen and
Somalia—strategically located on either side of the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait—and, more recently, Sudan.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), coupled with the establishment of its maritime base in Djibouti,
adds another layer of complexity to the already tense geopolitical situation in the Horn. This is
particularly evident in efforts to secure the Gulf of Aden’s vital maritime routes. China’s growing
military presence in the region is primarily driven by its global commercial maritime objectives and
expanding economic ventures in East African ports. Beijing’s engagement reflects its imperative to
protect critical shipping channels and safeguard its increasing investments in the region (Gambino,
2020). The Red Sea and Western Indian Ocean regions are undergoing significant strategic shifts due
to emerging regional conflicts. These include the collapse of Yemen, the civil war in Sudan, Israeli
aggression in Palestine and the wider region, and fractures within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
(Sharfi, 2022, pp. 244-245).

Nevertheless, it is essential to recognize that these conflicts offer only a limited perspective on the
evolving strategic power dynamics in the region. Naval forces from the United States, Europe, the
Middle East, and Asia maintain a significant presence in the Horn of Africa, regularly engaging in
critical regional events such as the Yemen War, the Sudan Crisis, the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza,
Ethiopia’s internal unrest, Somalia’s fragmentation, and the water resource dispute between Egypt and
Ethiopia (Sharfi, 2022, p. 245).
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In the geopolitical landscape of the Greater Horn region, uncontrollable factors such as armament,
technology, multinational organizations, and terrorism transcend state borders and intertwine with
the region's geopolitical framework. These forces operate beyond the reach of national laws and
regulations. Consequently, post-modern colonial entities wield more power and wealth than the
collective capacities of many smaller nations in the region. Major international powers often assert
their dominance when the security of their interests is at risk, thereby dictating the actions of smaller
nations. Few states in the region possess the strength to resist or withstand such external influences.
As a result, instead of expending resources addressing every potential threat posed by distant actors,
the leaders of these smaller nations tend to wait for directives from more powerful regional or
international players (Munene, 2023, p. 3).

The geopolitical dynamics of the Greater Horn of Africa face an additional challenge in the form of
power projection. Politically and economically turbulent, the region has become one of the most
critical areas globally, where the power projection efforts of emerging and global powers are
frequently contested. A key illustration of this dynamic is the exportation of Middle Eastern rivalries to
the Greater Horn, which has significantly jeopardized the region’s security. In particular, the
geopolitical landscape of the Horn of Africa has been shaped by power projection strategies and the
competition among Middle Eastern powers to establish military bases. These activities have
continually disrupted and reshaped regional alignments (Telci & Horoz, 2018, pp. 143-166). As is often
the case, rival Middle Eastern states, driven by divergent interests, are increasingly drawn to the
geopolitically strategic Horn of Africa. However, the countries of the Greater Horn are not merely
passive observers in these developments. On the contrary, they actively leverage the involvement of
Middle Eastern and other external powers, using their strategic positions to influence outcomes. This
strategic maneuvering has fostered greater political integration between the Greater Horn and the
Middle East. As a result, the growing militarization of the Horn of Africa by Middle Eastern states,
coupled with the region's deeper integration into Middle Eastern security dynamics, has placed
unprecedented strain on the stability of the Horn of Africa (Yimer & Erko, 2023, p. 78).

The geopolitical landscape of the Greater Horn region is characterized by aid-dependent geopolitics.
Nations in this region increasingly rely on foreign aid, which, in turn, undermines their capacity for
independent decision-making. This growing dependence on external donors, international financial
institutions, and development agencies—many of which pursue their own interests and impose
numerous conditions—further strains the region’s geopolitical environment. As a result, aid often
functions as a tool for exerting geopolitical influence, transforming recipient nations into proxies. This
reliance intensifies the vulnerability of individual countries, creating opportunities for dominant states
to exploit this dependency to their advantage while perpetuating instability in the region.
Consequently, the act of soliciting aid exacerbates the degree of reliance, granting geopolitical leverage
to external powers that appear to thrive on maintaining the Horn of Africa's fragile state. Moreover,
the region faces an increasing risk of extra-continental powers advancing their interests through proxy
relationships. This trend poses significant threats to the long-term stability of the Horn and
undermines the sovereignty of individual states. The resulting entanglement with external rivalries
weakens regional autonomy and diminishes the capacity of local actors to address their internal and
cross-border challenges effectively (Yimer, 2021; Munene, 2023, p. 4).

The Greater Horn region is a highly valuable geopolitical target for powers seeking to exert influence.
In other words, it is one of the most sought-after geopolitical “preys” on the planet for global
“predators.” This is largely due to the region's strategic significance, driven by security concerns and
commercial rivalries. The competition in the Horn of Africa involves global actors that benefit from the
current international status quo, including the United States, its European allies, Japan, Australia,
Israel, and South Korea. With their advanced economies and strong military capabilities, these nations
aim to maintain the existing international system, which supports their alliances and interests. Their
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engagement with the resource-rich African continent often prioritizes their own benefits while
overlooking the pressing issues facing the region. At the same time, other regional and global players,
such as Russia, China, India, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Iran, have been expanding their involvement in
Africa. It is worth noting that certain actors, such as Tiirkiye and Qatar, have engaged with the
continent through peace and development agendas, offering a distinct approach compared to others.
However, the largely unregulated competition among these powers exacerbates the geopolitical
instability of the region. Proxy wars, arms smuggling, the empowerment of non-state actors, rentier
politics, and money laundering are all factors that worsen the security landscape and undermine
stability in the Greater Horn.

The inability of states in the Greater Horn of Africa to effectively govern their territories, combined
with the rise of non-state militant groups, significantly contributes to geopolitical change and
instability in the region. The broader Horn of Africa has increasingly become a safe haven for non-state
actors, primarily due to the limited capacity of governments to regulate their territories and their
frequent struggles to exert influence beyond their borders. Consequently, the interplay of state
weakness with the influence of global and regional entities has further eroded the region's geopolitical
and geo-economic stability (Aidi, 2020).

3. Tirkiye and the Horn of Africa: A Historical Perspective

The Horn of Africa has historically been a focal point for the rivalries of several international and
regional security actors. The region has a well-established history of hosting military bases for both
regional and global entities (Medani, 2012). Following the 9/11 attacks, there has been a temporary
increase in competition among international and regional security actors for military bases in the sub-
region (Lefebvre, 2012). The increase in pirate attacks during the 2000s and concerns about maritime
security have played a significant role in shaping the involvement of foreign actors in the security
affairs of the region (Yimer & Amour, 2020). The region's security dynamics have been significantly
impacted and worsened by the uneven military buildup and external involvement with conflicting
interests. Tiirkiye perceives the increasing rivalry in military base establishment as a significant
obstacle to its expanding commercial and geopolitical interests in the region. Ankara is concerned
about the growing military and commercial competition in the wider Horn region, specifically due to
the increased engagement of Middle Eastern regional powers. Therefore, in order to overcome the
increasing competition from neighboring competing players, Tlrkiye formerly relied on the historical
heritage of the Ottomans in the region as an essential rhetorical tool.

In this regard, it is apparent that Ankara prides itself on being the only country from emerging actors
in the Horn region with strong historical legacy. Unlike other rival Middle East actors, Tiirkiye
appeared in the North East Africa region in 1517 during the time of the Ottoman ruler Sultan Selim I.
In 1585 the Ottoman Sultan's suzerainty extended from Mogadishu to the port of Mombasa,
encompassing the entire coastal region (Omar, 2001, p. 19). In the mid-16th century, the Ottoman
Empire formed a province known as Habesh Eyalet, with its administrative center located in Suakin.
The Habash Eyalet encompassed present-day territories such as Eritrea, Djibouti, and certain regions
of Sudan, Northern Somalia, and portions of eastern Ethiopia (Donelli, 2018, p. 49). In addition,
Tirkiye played a prominent role in the global anti-colonial resistance movement of the 1950s and
1960s by recognizing and supporting the newly independent nations in the broader Horn region of
Africa and across the continent. Therefore, these historical attachments of Ankara with greater Horn
region give Tiirkiye better chance than other rival actors to establish a friendly strategic alliance with
nations in the region. For instance, in the 2015 state visit, President Erdogan said:

The relations between Tiirkiye and Ethiopia dates back to 16th century. Memluk Turkish State
and the Ottoman Empire established the first relations with this vast territory called Abyssinia
and these relations have continued for centuries. There still are many families of Turkish origin
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in Harar [in eastern Ethiopia]. We never have and never will forget the support of the Harar
Turks for the Ottoman Empire during World War One (Presidency of the Republic of Tiirkiye).

The above explanation of President Erdogan shows how Tiirkiye try to use major historical ties as an
important rhetoric fodder to advance the modern era core strategic interests of the country in Ethiopia
and the greater Horn region in general. Furthermore, while conceptualizing the historical bases of
Tirkiye’s relations with Ethiopia, President Erdogan stated the following:

Prophet Muhammed of Islam and his friends were subjected to serious torture in Mecca. As the
torture got unbearable, Prophet Muhammed advised some of his companions to migrate to
Abyssinia. 15 of the first Muslims travelled here on a boat and sought shelter from King Necasi.
Although people of Mecca demanded their return, King Necasi did not hand them over, as was
his reputation 'reliable and fair'. He told the Muslims that they could stay as long as they
wanted. This incident has a very important place in Islamic history. What matters here is that a
Christian king, a Christian state protected the first Muslims with great tolerance. Such
solidarity between Muslims and Christians in the 7th century in 615 is very significant. Since
that time, since the 7th century, Ethiopia has always been the land of tolerance and respect for
difference. That's why Ethiopia is a reliable and trustworthy country (Presidency of the
Republic of Tiirkiye).

Another crucial factor that could strengthen Ankara's position in the strategic competition within the
Greater Horn region is the narrative of Westernism and Islam. As previously mentioned, President
Erdogan highlighted the historical religious role of a Christian king, stating: “When the Muslims were
being oppressed, Prophet Muhammad considered Abyssinia a secure zone and said, ‘The king in
Abyssinia is reliable and trustworthy; you will go there™” (Presidency of the Republic of Tiirkiye). In
this context, alongside the historical legacy of the Ottomans in the region, religion has played—and
will likely continue to play—a pivotal role in Tiirkiye's diplomatic engagements with the Greater Horn
region specifically and the African continent more broadly.

4. Securing Tiirkiye’s Core Interests in the Greater Horn of Africa through Soft Power

Tirkiye’'s aspiration to expand its trading partners, coupled with its declining relationships with
traditional Western allies, has fueled a growing interest in the Greater Horn region and sub-Saharan
Africa as a whole. This interest stems from Ankara's strategy to offset diminishing interactions with
traditional allies by forging new alliances. In its pursuit of stronger ties with Africa, Ankara has
strategically employed soft power. Soft power is defined as “the ability to have influence by co-opting
others to share some of one’s values and, as a consequence, to share some key elements on one’s
agenda for international order and security” (Nye, 2005; Colin, 2011). Over the past two decades,
Tirkiye has significantly increased its investment in soft power across sub-Saharan Africa (Siradag,
2022, pp- 1-14). The Greater Horn region has benefited from this enhanced engagement. Tiirkiye's soft
power initiatives encompass a broad spectrum of activities, including educational programs, funding
for medical facilities, aid diplomacy, airline diplomacy (Némeckova & Varkockova, 2024), and cultural
and religious diplomacy (Eyrice Tepeciklioglu, 2023, p. 191). These efforts have collectively
strengthened Tiirkiye's influence and fostered positive relations in the region.

Tirkiye’s expanding influence in Africa is characterized by distinctive attributes that align with a win-
win strategic roadmap. By adopting this approach to foster bilateral relations with African nations,
Ankara has positioned itself as a prominent emerging actor on the continent, attracting the interest of
regional stakeholders. Furthermore, in developing Ankara's win-win strategic framework for
engagement with Africa, President Erdogan frequently references the historically favorable relations
between the Ottoman Empire and the continent. As President Erdogan stated, “Our ancestors have
never had a colonial post in Africa in their millennial history [...]. Our ancestors, who established states
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that spread across three continents, have never acted with imperialist purposes in other regions” (Tih,
2017). This perspective underscores Tiirkiye's commitment to building equitable and mutually
beneficial partnerships with African nations, distinguishing its approach from other global actors.

The trade relationship between Tiirkiye and Africa serves as a clear reflection of the win-win strategic
roadmap that Ankara has established with the continent (Bayram, 2020, p. 42). In line with this
principle, Ethiopia and Tiirkiye signed a cooperation agreement in August 2021 during the state visit
of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed to Ankara. The two countries entered into multiple cooperation
agreements across various sectors during this visit, including an agreement in the domains of
hydrocarbons and mining. This agreement has the potential to significantly enhance the already strong
commercial ties between Ethiopia and Tiirkiye, which are supported by over 200 Turkish enterprises
and have an estimated value of two billion dollars. The agreement encompasses a wide range of
activities, including the advancement and promotion of gas and oil exploration and exploitation, the
joint identification and development of projects related to the construction and maintenance of gas
infrastructure, and the application of gas technologies. Additionally, it provides for bilateral
cooperation in areas such as information exchange, training programs on hydrocarbons and minerals,
and participation in conferences and workshops (Devecioglu, 2021).

Bilateral cooperation between Tiirkiye and Somalia is also witnessing remarkable growth. In March
2024, Ankara and Mogadishu signed an offshore oil and natural gas cooperation deal (Sezer, 2024).
Similarly, on February 7, 2024, Tiirkiye's Defense Minister Yasar Giiler and Somalia's Defense Minister
Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur finalized a decade-long defense and economic cooperation agreement
aimed at strengthening bilateral relations and promoting regional stability (Maruf, 2024).

Additionally, Ankara is actively pursuing free trade agreements (FTAs) with countries in the wider
Horn region to foster favorable conditions and enhance economic cooperation. In this regard, Tiirkiye
is currently engaged in substantive FTA negotiations with Somalia. Simultaneously, Tirkiye is
expediting its ongoing FTA discussions with Djibouti, a strategically significant nation in the Horn of
Africa. Furthermore, the FTAs established with Sudan will take effect upon ratification by the
respective legislative bodies (ITA, 2024).

Tirkiye’s engagement in Africa goes beyond trade relations, leveraging substantial investments in
infrastructure development as a critical component of its soft power strategy. Ankara allocates billions
of dollars to the construction of essential infrastructure, including airports, railways, and roadways.
Significant resources have also been directed towards expanding Turkish Airlines' network across the
continent. Currently, Turkish Airlines operates flights to 41 African countries, serving a total of 61
destinations. This extensive network has significantly enhanced connectivity between Africa and
Tirkiye, further strengthening economic and diplomatic ties.

Investing in the construction of new mosques, masjids, and other houses of worship, as well as
maintaining existing ones, is a key strategy employed by Tiirkiye to strengthen its cultural and
religious influence. For instance, in Djibouti, the largest mosque in East Africa was built by Tiirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi (TDV). Similarly, TDV is involved in the reconstruction and refurbishment of the Mosque
of Islamic Solidarity in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia. This mosque is the largest in the Horn of
Africa. The role of religion in Turkish foreign policy has grown significantly, paralleling the expansion
of operations by faith-based Turkish non-governmental organizations abroad. This trend underscores
the observation that “Turkiye’s use of religion as a form of soft power gradually increased in the last
two decades after [..] the Justice and Development Party assumed power in 2002” (Eyrice
Tepeciklioglu, 2023, p. 193). Moreover, institutions such as the Turkish Red Crescent (Kizilay),
Tirkiye's Presidency of Religious Affairs (Diyanet), Tiirkiye's Disaster and Emergency Management
Authority (AFAD), and the Turkish Maarif Foundation play pivotal roles in Ankara's soft power
diplomacy with the nations of the Greater Horn region (Yimer & Erko, 2023, p. 88).
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Turkish media and films have significantly bolstered Tiirkiye's influence by establishing offices and
news centers in several African nations, thereby enhancing its soft power. To strengthen its media
diplomacy efforts, Tiirkiye's official news agency, Anadolu Agency (AA), has expanded its presence
across Africa. AA opened its first office on the continent in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital, marking the
beginning of its operations in Africa. [t now maintains offices in numerous African capitals, including
countries such as Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, Morocco, Nigeria, Somalia, South Africa, and Sudan. In 2020,
Tirkiye's state broadcaster TRT began airing programs in Swahili, aiming to engage African audiences
further. Tiirkiye’'s growing media presence in Africa not only strengthens Ankara's diplomatic ties with
African nations but also supports its foreign policy objectives by shaping African perspectives on
Tirkiye. Additionally, Turkish media’s prominence helps bridge reciprocal information gaps and
construct a favorable narrative about Tiirkiye in African nations (Eyrice Tepeciklioglu, 2023, pp. 194-
195).

An additional notable aspect of Ankara's soft power strategy to advance its mutually beneficial policy
agenda in the Greater Horn region and Africa as a whole is the Turkish government scholarship
program. This initiative has enabled hundreds of students from the Greater Horn region to benefit
from educational opportunities. These scholarships, offered to international students at the higher
education level, should not be viewed in isolation from other soft power instruments; rather, they are
designed to complement and reinforce them. In essence, Tirkiye leverages higher education
scholarships as a strategic tool to establish and promote its soft power on a global scale, fostering
long-term relationships and enhancing its influence worldwide.

Additionally, “development aid projects” and “humanitarian diplomacy” are widely employed as key
instruments in Tiirkiye's soft power projection. The absence of conditionality in Tiirkiye's assistance
has significantly enhanced recipient nations’ trust in Ankara’s political agenda, which is rooted in
mutual respect and non-interference. Over time, numerous African nations have come to regard
Tirkiye as a vital ally and a viable alternative to counterbalance Western dominance (Marcou, 2022).
Ankara has also strategically utilized travel diplomacy as an essential tool of soft power to strengthen
ties with the Greater Horn region and Africa at large. Since the official declaration of Tiirkiye's open-
door policy towards Africa, Turkish officials—including ministers, the president, public emissaries,
and business leaders—have made numerous visits to various African nations. This proactive
engagement underscores Tirkiye’s commitment to fostering robust and mutually beneficial
partnerships across the continent.

5. Securing Interests through Hard Power: Tiirkiye and the Greater Horn of Africa

To safeguard its fundamental strategic interests in the greater Horn of Africa region, Tiirkiye is
increasingly integrating hard power into its soft power foreign policy approach, aiming to promote
Ankara's national interests in the area. In global political transactions, power refers to the ability to
exert influence over others in order to advance one's national interests. Hard power can be defined as
the capacity to influence others through "coercion" rather than “persuasion.” In contrast, soft power is
the ability to “persuade others to do what one wants” (Wilson, 2008, p. 114). As previously noted,
Tirkiye's foreign policies towards Africa are increasingly blending soft and hard power. This
deliberate integration of both forms of power to advance national interests is referred to as “smart
power,” as defined by Ernest ]. Wilson. Wilson describes “smart power” as “the capacity of an actor to
combine elements of hard power and soft power in ways that are mutually reinforcing, such that the
actor’s objectives are advanced effectively and efficiently” (Wilson, 2008, p. 115).

In recent years, Ankara has aggressively employed soft power tactics to safeguard its national
interests in the broader Horn of Africa region. Additionally, Tiirkiye has begun to establish its hard
power presence in this strategically vital area in a methodical and cautious manner. The growth of the
Turkish arms industry and the effectiveness of Turkish military technology (Fukuyama, 2021) are key
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factors that position Tiirkiye as a formidable force, capable of effectively leveraging hard power to
protect its strategic interests in the greater Horn region. Ankara’s significant technological
advancements have enabled it to engage confidently in diplomatic transactions with nations in the
region. The reliability and high performance of Turkish drones, in particular, have garnered significant
appeal from several governments, fostering strategic alliances with Ankara. Moreover, Tiirkiye's
increasing success in military vehicle production has become an additional means of exercising hard
power and safeguarding its strategic interests in the broader Horn region (inang, 2021). By
capitalizing on its investments in military technology and expanding its market reach, Ankara has
effectively used the African market's demand for Turkish-made military hardware as a “bargaining
chip” in political and economic negotiations.

Tirkiye has strategically demonstrated its pragmatic approach by utilizing both soft power and hard
power, or a combination of the two, to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes. In other words, Tiirkiye
has sought to showcase the pragmatic nature of its win-win strategic roadmap through a complex
pattern of employing both hard and soft power. Ankara’s commitment to this strategy was evident in
2011 when Erdogan visited the capital city of Mogadishu and pledged a comprehensive assistance
package to the Republic of Somalia. Following this humanitarian intervention, Tiirkiye reopened its
embassy in Mogadishu later that same year. In 2017, Tiirkiye established its largest military base
outside its borders in Somalia (Cannon and Rossiter, 2019, pp. 167-188). Ankara not only supplied
advanced Turkish weaponry to the Somali Armed Forces but also constructed a defense university,
Camp TURKSOM, in Mogadishu to provide military training for Somalia. This move marks a significant
step towards Ankara’s geopolitical objectives in the Horn of Africa. While the shift from humanitarian
aid to building a military presence may seem to contradict the peaceful nature of soft power, it
highlights the close relationship between these two aspects in Tiirkiye’s foreign policy.

As a result of increasing Turkish investments in both soft and hard power infrastructure in the greater
Horn of Africa, Ankara has become an active economic, political, and military actor in the region (Telci,
2021). Tirkiye's growing assertiveness in the Horn is clearly demonstrated during key moments
marked by significant events. For instance, on January 1, 2024, following the signing of the Ethiopia-
Somaliland Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for partnership and cooperation, Tiirkiye
reaffirmed its strong support for Somalia. In a solidarity statement, Oncii Keceli, spokesperson for the
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, wrote on X: “We reaffirm our commitment to the unity,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of the Federal Republic of Somalia. We emphasize that this
position is also a requirement of international law” (Keceli, 2024). In response, Farhan Jimale,
Somalia's Director of Communications and Public Relations, issued the following statement: “Thank
you, brotherly Tiirkiye, for your steadfast solidarity with our government. We appreciate your support
and commitment to the unity, sovereignty, and territorial integrity of the Federal Republic of
#Somalia...” (TRT World, 2024). In contrast, on October 13, 2023, in a televised address, Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed stated: “Ethiopia’s existence as a nation is linked to the Red Sea,”
emphasizing that his country needed access to a port and that “peace” in the region depended on
"balanced mutual sharing" between landlocked Ethiopia and its neighbors (African News, 2023). The
political tensions and geopolitical realignments that have emerged in the Horn of Africa since the
signing of the Ethiopia-Somaliland MoU are particularly concerning.

In this context, the naval defense agreement signed between Ankara and Mogadishu on February 22,
2024, has been interpreted as a direct response to the port agreement between Ethiopia and Somalia.
[t is important to note that the Defense and Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement was signed
on February 8, 2024, between Somalia’s Minister of Defense Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur and Ttirkiye’s
Defense Minister Hulusi Akar. Additionally, these consecutive defense agreements between Ankara
and Mogadishu were signed precisely one month after the Ethiopia-Somaliland Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), which granted Ethiopia access to the Berbera Port on the Red Sea.
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Consequently, the defense agreement between Tiirkiye and Somalia appears to be a direct reaction to
the bilateral agreement between Somaliland and Ethiopia, which provided Ethiopia with access to the
Somaliland coastline. Furthermore, Tiirkiye had already initiated talks between Somalia and Ethiopia
to de-escalate tensions arising from the latter’s agreement with Somaliland (Gbadomosi, 2024).

Beyond its aim to counter Ethiopia’s efforts to gain maritime access, the agreement between
Mogadishu and Ankara can also be seen as an expansion of Tiirkiye’s hard power and its projection of
influence in the greater Horn of Africa (Helou, 2024). As such, the defense and naval agreement first
established in 2016 between Mogadishu and Ankara signals Tirkiye’s increasing readiness to employ
coercive measures to protect its strategic interests in the Red Sea region. This agreement with
Mogadishu may also mark the beginning of similar deals between Tiirkiye and other key nations along
the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa.

On the other hand, Tiirkiye has maintained a neutral stance thus far on the Sudanese crisis. President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan reached out to Sudan's head of state and army chief, General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan, as well as the leader of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo
(Hemedti), with the aim of helping resolve the ongoing tensions. Erdogan proposed that Sudan’s
military leaders engage in negotiations in Tiirkiye, suggesting direct talks between the competing
factions. This position positioned Tiirkiye as one of the few countries to offer such a proposal. Thanks
to Ankara’s diplomatic balancing act in its relations with both al-Burhan and Hemedti, the Turkish
capital became a logical choice for hosting direct negotiations between the two Sudanese generals. In
other words, Tiirkiye’s balanced approach to its relations with both parties in Sudan made it the most
appropriate mediator to suggest hosting direct talks. Although Tiirkiye expressed its willingness to
mediate, the two Sudanese generals declined the offer. Despite this, Tiirkiye appears to be adopting a
“wait-and-see” approach, observing the turmoil in Sudan without taking immediate action (Sudan
Tribune, 2023).

Nevertheless, through its policy of neutrality during the Sudanese crisis, its “wait-and-see” stance
during Sudan’s transition period, and its solidarity stance during the Ethiopia-Somalia dispute, Ankara
has worked to safeguard its strategic interests in the broader Horn of Africa. These interests include,
but are not limited to, new markets, business opportunities, and defense exports. However, the
evolving geopolitics of the Horn and the increasing geopolitical strain caused by the emergence of a
multipolar world order continue to pose significant challenges to Tiirkiye's strategic and geopolitical
objectives in the region.

6. Conclusion

A new and complex geopolitical configuration has emerged in the greater Horn of Africa due to
growing realignments and shifting alliances driven by divergent interests. This changing geopolitical
landscape has posed challenges to the foreign policy strategies of non-regional actors, who possess a
range of foreign policy tools but often pursue conflicting objectives. In this volatile environment,
Turkiye is working to safeguard its strategic interests by utilizing a variety of foreign policy
instruments, including summit diplomacy, cultural diplomacy, commercial diplomacy, military aid
diplomacy, educational diplomacy, humanitarian aid diplomacy, and "flight diplomacy." Additionally,
the historical legacy of the Ottoman Empire in the region has been leveraged as a key element in
justifying Turkiye’s win-win strategic approach toward the Horn of Africa and, more broadly, towards
the entire African continent.

Tirkiye’s ambition to expand its business relationships, coupled with growing opportunities in the
African market, has driven Ankara's increasing interest in Africa. However, it is important to recognize
that the deepening ties and strategic alliances between Tiirkiye and Africa go beyond mere trade and
the use of soft power tools. The rapid development of Tiirkiye’s defense technology, which competes
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with Western and Russian military equipment in terms of quality, has also played a significant role in
strengthening the partnership. In practical terms, Tiirkiye’s commitment to enhancing security
cooperation with Africa—through efforts such as fighting terrorism, sending peacekeeping forces,
training military personnel, and signing military cooperation agreements—adds substance to Ankara's
win-win foreign policy approach toward Africa.

Furthermore, Tiirkiye’s foreign policy toward Africa, particularly its win-win strategic roadmap,
challenges the Western political mindset, which is often rooted in outdated notions of superiority and
subordination. Tiirkiye’s approach to Africa offers a promising alternative, and it is this win-win
foreign policy that has inspired hope among many observers, positioning Tiirkiye as a potential new
and genuine balancer capable of addressing the needs of African nations.
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Extended Abstract

This article focuses on Malik Bennabi’s profound analyses of civilization and economics, detailing his
perspectives on colonialism, economic independence, and the cultural transformation of Muslim
societies. Malik Bennabi examines the condition of Muslims in the economic sphere through the
dynamics of Islamic societies and the North African region. Bennabi defines colonialism not merely as
an external imposition but as a condition stemming from internal weaknesses within societies, a
concept he refers to as “colonizability.” Bennabi explains that colonial powers do not only rely on
physical force; they exploit social structures, weaken communal bonds, and implement divisive
policies to undermine the psychological and economic foundations of colonized societies. This
perspective shifts colonialism from a state of passive victimization to an active call for societies to
question and address their own vulnerabilities.

Bennabi strongly opposes the uncritical adoption of Western capitalist and Marxist economic models.
He argues that these systems are incompatible with the cultural and moral values of Muslim societies
and calls for the development of a model tailored to the unique characteristics of these communities.
According to Bennabi, genuine progress must be built on self-sufficiency, societal will (civilizational
will), and an emphasis on ethical principles. In this context, Bennabi highlights the importance of
labor, land, and time, aligning with Ibn Khaldun's theories on these elements as the foundations of
civilization. He considers labor not only as an economic resource but also as a vital factor for social
resilience and cultural development. For Bennabi, labor educates individuals, fosters productivity, and
shapes the core values of a society.

Time management holds a significant place in Bennabi’s thought. He criticizes the misuse and waste of
time in underdeveloped Muslim societies, identifying it as one of their primary challenges. Bennabi
contrasts this with the effective time management observed in industrialized Western societies. He
emphasizes the necessity for Muslim societies to reinterpret and restructure their approach to time
from an Islamic perspective, enabling both individual and societal development while preserving
cultural identity. Furthermore, he connects economic stagnation not only to material causes but also to
psychological factors, advocating for a fundamental shift in attitudes toward work, responsibility, and
productivity at both individual and collective levels.

Bennabi’s economic views are also distinguished by his critique of modern economic systems. He
rejects the materialistic approaches of these systems, particularly the alienation and consumerism
fostered by capitalism, which he sees as undermining human and societal values. Instead, Bennabi
advocates for an economic system rooted in Islamic principles, highlighting the prohibition of interest,
the implementation of zakat, and the equitable distribution of wealth. He believes that economic
progress depends not only on material resources but also on moral and cultural renewal.

Bennabi’s analysis extends to environmental and land-related challenges, especially in regions such as
North Africa, where desertification and resource depletion obstruct development. He emphasizes the
potential of human ingenuity and creativity to address these issues, restore ecological balance, and
promote sustainable growth. Bennabi also critiques the excessive reliance on foreign expertise and
imported models that disregard local contexts. He underscores the importance of developing context-
specific strategies in economic planning to ensure effective and sustainable outcomes.

At the core of Bennabi’s thought lies the concept of “civilizational will,” which he defines as a society’s
conscious effort to mobilize its potential and resources for progress. Bennabi argues that societies
lacking a strong civilizational will, no matter how resource-rich, cannot achieve sustainable
development. He points to the success of early Islamic civilizations, where limited resources were
utilized effectively through collective determination and innovation. Civilizational will, according to
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Bennabi, is essential for societies to establish a balanced relationship between material and spiritual
development.

In conclusion, Bennabi argues that economic development cannot be separated from cultural
transformation. He stresses that integrating moral values with practical economic measures is crucial
for building a balanced and sustainable civilization. Bennabi calls on Muslim societies to break free
from dependency on external influences, utilize their inherent potential, and develop an economic
system aligned with their cultural and spiritual heritage. This article situates Bennabi’s economic
thought within the broader framework of his civilizational theories, revealing his comprehensive
vision for addressing historical and contemporary challenges. Bennabi offers a holistic model that
addresses both material and intellectual dimensions for the socio-economic and cultural renewal of
Muslim societies.

1. Giris

Iktisat ve medeniyet diisiincesi calismalarinda, medeniyetlerin dogusu, yiikselisi ve ¢okiisii birbiriyle
baglantihi olarak ele alinmaktadur. Iktisadi hayat, medeniyetlerin yasadig1 bu siireclerin sonuclarindan
bir tanesidir. Kuzey Afrika kitas1 da, bircok medeniyete ev sahipligi yapmistir. Cesitli ekonomik
kalkinma modelleri olan bu bolge, dinamik ve karmasik yapiya sahiptir. Kuzey Afrika kitasinda,
ekonomik kalkinma stirecinde karsilasilan olumsuzluklar ve firsatlar, kitanin tarihsel, yapisal ve
politik baglamlarindan etkilenmistir.

Kuzey Afrika ve Endiiliis'te 12. ve 13. yylerde Islam devletinin yénetiminde oldugu Muvahhitler
donemi yasanmistir. Bu dénemde, Berberi kokenli Muvahhitler, Murabitlar't yenerek Bati [slam
diinyasinda hakimiyet kurmus ve kapsamli sosyal, dini ve kiiltiirel yenilikleriyle dikkat ¢ekmislerdir.
Muvahhitler, Kuzey Afrika'da gii¢lii ve merkezi bir devlet yapisi kurarak yonetimi siki bir sekilde
kontrol etmisler, bu merkeziyetci yapi, imparatorlugun genis topraklar tizerindeki siyasi ve askeri
kontrolii giiclendirmistir. O zamanlar toplum diizeni islam hukuku ve dini degerlere uygun bir sekilde
sekillenmistir. Muvahhit Devleti zaman i¢inde yasadig1 i¢ ve dis baskilara yenik diiserek, bunlarin
getirdigi ekonomik zorluklar nedeniyle yikilmistir (Cramer vd. 2020). Kuzey Afrika bdlgesinde,
Muvahhitler déneminden sonra diislince yapisi degismeye baslamis, buradaki toplumlar uzun siire
soémiirillere maruz kalmasi sebebiyle eski diizenlerine kavusamamislardir. Insanlarin fikirleri, bu
somiirl ortamindan etkilenmis, bazilarinda direnis ve miicadele ruhu gelismesine neden olmustur. Bu
insanlar fikirlerini kitleler halinde yaymaya ¢alismis, 6zlerine donmek icin ¢6ziim yollari aramislardir.

Bu cografyada uzun yillardir siiregelen somiirge faaliyetleri insanlar kiiltiirel, ekonomik, fikri vs. her
yonden derin bir sekilde etkilemistir. 19. yy.da Ingiltere basta olmak iizere, Fransa, Belcika gibi
Avrupali devletler tarafindan Afrika kitas1 paylasilmistir. Fransa Fas, Cezayir, Tunus gibi stratejik,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel agidan onemli gordiikleri iilkeleri ele gecirmis, burada hakimiyet kurmaya
calismistir. Avrupa’dan bu bolgeye gonderilen misyonerler ve somiirgeci yonetimler, bolgedeki giinliik
yasamin her alanina miidahil olarak toplumu asimile etmek amaciyla cesitli faaliyetler ve baskilar
uygulamiglardir. Afrika’nin tarihsel 6érneklerinden biri, Bat1 Afrika’daki Fransiz somiirge yonetiminin
zorunlu ¢alistirmay1 nasil normallestirdigidir. Fransizlar, bayindirlik islerinde hapishane isciligi, yerel
sefler ve siirekli seferber edilen ¢ocuklar aracilifiyla organize edilen velayet veya emek vergisi sistemi
gibi cesitli blirokratik yontemlerle zorla calistirmay1 sistematik hale getirmislerdir (Cramer vd., 2020,
s.17).

Fransa’'nin 6zellikle Cezayir'deki sémiirgecilik faaliyetleri toplum hayatinin her alanini degistirmeye
yonelik olmustur. Fransiz somiiriisii ekonomik alanda, vakiflara, ciftcilere, kabilelere ait olan
topraklari ellerinden alarak Avrupali toprak sahiplerine ve derebeylere vermistir. Bu durum toplumda
sinifsal degisikliklere yol acmis, bir tarafta ekonomik giice sahip kapitalist ve feodal sinif, diger tarafta
da topraklar1 elinden alinmis milk sahiplerinin, tarim iscilerinin, kiiciik esnaf ve tiiccarlarin,
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memurlarin olusturdugu ezici c¢ogunluk olusmustur. Bu sinifsal degisiklerin yaninda Fransiz
somiriisi, “pargala, yut” yontemini izleyerek iilke igindeki irk ayrimciligini kériiklemis, Araplar1 ve
Berberileri birbirine diisman topluluk haline getirmeye calismistir (Kureysi, 2002).

Bu ortam o bolgelerde yasayan insanlarin hayatlarimi derinden etkilemis, toplumun somiirge
faaliyetlerine karsi bir direnis bilincinin gelismesine sebep olmustur. Cezayir halki bu direnis
bilinciyle, 130 yillik Fransa'nin sémiirge yonetimine karsi bagimsizlik hareketleri baglatarak miicadele
etmistir. Cezayir, 1954 yilinda baslayan kurtulus savasinin, 1962 yilinda zaferle sonuc¢lanmasiyla
bagimsizligini ilan etmistir. Bu silirecte sémiirgeye bircok karsi fikir akimi gelismis, bu durumla
miicadele etmeye calisan gruplar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Baz1 diistince insanlar1 bu konuda 6ncii olmuslardir.
Malik b. Nebi bunlardan biridir. Bu sémiirge ortaminda diinyaya gelen Malik b. Nebi, tam manasiyla
bagimsizliga kavusmanin, zihinlerin gelismesiyle olacagini savunmus, bircok calisma yapmis, ideolojik
kavramlar gelistirmistir.

Nebi, Caga Tanikligim (1987), adli eserinde hayatin1 detayh bir sekilde ele almaktadir. Malik b. Nebi,
1905? yilinda Cezayir'in Konstantin sehrinde diinyaya gelmistir. Cezayir'de 6nce Kur’an egitimi almis,
sonrasinda Fransa hakimiyeti altindaki devlet okullarinda egitim gormiistir. Lise egitimini
tamamladiktan sonra Paris’e giden Nebi, 1935 yilinda miihendislik fakiiltesinden mezun olmustur.
Paris’te Sorbonne Universitesi, Fransiz Koleji ve Dogu Dilleri Enstitiisii gibi énemli kurumlarda bir¢ok
arastirmaci ve disiinlirle tamismistir. Malik b. Nebi, zamaninin ¢ogunu felsefe, sosyoloji ve tarih
tizerine calisarak gecirmistir. Fransa’da egitim goren diger bircok Arap ve Misliiman gencin aksine,
asil kimligini koruyarak Fransiz toplumunda kiiltiir, medeniyet, modernlesme, kalkinma, sémiirgecilik
ve bagimsizlik gibi konularda derin bir bilgi birikimi edinmeye calismistir (Murad, 2003, s. 513).

Malik b. Nebl genc¢ yaslarindan itibaren etrafinda olup biten olaylara karsi duyarli olmus ve bu
olaylarin analizini yapmaya egilimli olmustur. Sahip oldugu kiiltiir metodu sayesinde, geri kalmis
tilkelerin problemlerini her seyden 6nce bir uygarlik problemi olarak gérmiistiir. Bu konuyu merkeze
alan Nebfi, bundan dolay1 tiim eserlerini Uyarligin Problemleri ad1 altinda bir araya getirmistir. Malik b.
Nebi, Le phénoméne coranique (Kur’an Fenomeni) (1946, 1976), Les conditions de la renaissance
(Dirilisin Sartlar1) (1948), Vocation de I'lslam (islam’in Cagrist) (1954), L’Afroasiatisme conclusions la
conférence de Bandoeng (Asyacilik: Bandoeng Konferansi'nin Sonuglari)  (1959), Perspectives
algériennes (Cezayir Perspektifleri) (1964) ve Mémoires d’'un témoin du siécle (Bir Asrin Tanigi:
Hatiralar) (1965) adli eserleri Fransizca olarak kaleme almis, bu eserleri sonrasi ki donemlerde
Arapcaya cevrilmistir.

Malik b. Nebi 1956’da Fransa’dan ayrilmis, hac ibadetini yaptiktan sonra Kahire'ye gecmistir. Burada
calismalarimi devam ettirebilmesi icin Misir hiikiimeti tarafindan kendisine maas baglanmistir.
Cezayirin bagimsizhgini kazanmasiyla 1963’te iilkesine doénen Nebi, Cezayir Universitesi
rektorliigiine, ardindan yiiksekdgretim danismanlifina getirilmistir. Nebl Arapgasini gelistirdikten
sonra eserlerini Arapc¢a dilinde kaleme almistir. es-Sirdu’l-fikri fi’l-biladi’l-miista‘mere (Sémiirge
Ulkelerinde Fikri Catisma) (1951), Miiskiletii’s-sekafe (Kiiltiir Problemi) (1959), es-Suibadt ‘aldmetii’n-
ntimiivwi fi'l-miictemai’l-‘Arabt (Arap Toplumunda Gelismenin Zorluklari) (1960), Te’emmiildt fi’l-
miictemai’l-‘Arabt (Arap Toplumu Uzerine Diistinceler) (1981) ve Fi mehebbi’l-ma‘reke irhdsdtii’s-sevre
(Miicadele Alaninda: Devrimin Belirtileri) (1981) adli eserleri Arapca olarak yazilan eserlerindendir.
Nebi, 1967’de gorevinden ayrilarak biitiin vaktini ilmi ve fikrl calismalara ayirmistir. 31 Ekim 1973
yilinda Cezayir'de vefat etmistir (Murad, 2003, s. 513).

Malik b. Nebi, Islam diinyasindaki geri kalmishk ve sémiirge iilkelerindeki entelektiiel catisma
sorunlarin1 deneyimleyen, medeniyet sorunlarina ¢6ziim arayan, yeniden dogus ve reform

1 Nebi bu dénemi “1905 yilinda dogdum. Yani, hayatta kalan son sahitleriyle ge¢misi, yetisme ¢agindaki istikbalin liderleriyle
gelecegi gozlemleyebilecek bir zaman diliminde...” seklinde ifade etmektedir (Nebi, 1987, s. 11).

49



Turkish Journal of African Studies, 1(1) 2024, 46-63

diisiincesinin Onciilerinden birisi olarak taninmaktadir. Somiirgeyi, somiiriiye maruz kalmis
toplumlar1 anlamak icin Malik b. Neb1'nin eserleri 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir.

2. Islam Diinyasinin icerisinde Bulundugu Durum
2.1. Somiirgecilik

Malik b. Nebf'ye gore somiirgecilik, bir toplumun diisiinsel, kiiltirel, psikolojik ve ekonomik
bagimsizligimi kaybederek, dis bir giice bagimli hale gelmesi stirecini ifade etmektedir. Malik b. Nebi,
somiirgeciligin yalnizca digsal bir olgu degil, ayn1 zamanda somiirgelestirilen toplumlarin igsel
zaaflarindan kaynaklanan bir durum oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Ona gore, somiirgeciligi miimkiin
kilan sey, bir toplumun kendi igindeki “sémiiriilmeye elverigsli” yapisidir (Nebi, 1980).

Nebi, toplumsal iliskilerin toplum yasamini giivence altina alan, kimligini koruyan, kolektif ¢abaya
imkan veren ve diizenleyen en dnemli faktor oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Nebi'ye gore somiirge bu
faktorlerin 6neminin farkindadir ve politikalarim1 bu diisiince {lizerinden uygulamaktadir. Bundan
dolayidir ki uyguladiklar1 “parcala, yonet” ideolojisi toplumda ayrismay1 arttirmaya yoneliktir. Nebi
(2000):

Fransa'nin Cezayir devrimini bastirmak i¢in kullandig1 toplar, bombalar, ugaklar milyonlarca
insanin 6lmesine yol agmistir ve toplum hayat enerjisinin biiyiik bir kismini kaybetmistir. Bu
somuriniin acik ve goérinen yuzidir. Cezayirliler hayat enerjisini toplamaya baslayip, iilkeye
hizmet icin harekete gectiklerinde ise somiiriiniin diger yiizii ile karsilasmistir. Bu sefer
somiird, askeri gliciinii harekete gecirmemis toplumsal iliskiler agini yok etmek icin bir takim
insani parayla kendi tarafina ¢ekmis iilke icinde boliicli propagandalar yaptirmistir. (s. 151)

Bu acik¢a goriinmeyen tehditler icin 6nlem almak ¢ok daha zor olmustur. Somiiri zihniyetlerin,
kullandiklar1 araclar degisse de hedefleri, somiiriiniin giicline gore toplumsal iliskileri parcalamasi,
hayat enerjisini ortadan kaldirmaktir (Nebi, 2000, s. 160).

Tesd 155006 Ganl 3 40 (= 046 4 \}xuja)‘y\@umamus\}mﬁseﬁ\,m*m\@uw\ e Gl )
Kendilerine yazik etmekte olan kimseler 6ldiikten sonra melekler onlara “Ne isle mesgul oldunuz?”
dediler, “O yerde zayif gériilenlerdendik” cevabini verdiler. Melekler ise “Allah’in arzi genis degil miydi,
hicret etseydiniz ya!” dediler (Altuntas & Sahin, 2011, en-Nisa 4:97).

Bu ayette “zayif gériinenler” kelimesi, hilkmeden topluluk tarafindan gligsiiz sayilan ve haklari
onemsenmeyen aciz kimseleri ifade etmektedir. Bu aciz kimseler Medine’'ye hicret ederek bu
durumdan kurtulma imkéanlar1 var iken Mekkeli miisrikler tarafindan zillet icinde yasamay1 tercih
etmislerdir. Bu davranisindan kisi sorumlu tutulmus, bilgisiz, amelsiz, imansiz kalmalar1 bu durum igin
mazeret kabul edilmemistir (Karaman vd., 2013, s. 123).

Ayette de ifade edildigi tizere Islam dini Miisliimanlarin gii¢lii olmasini, bunun i¢in arzda dolasip nzik
aramalari, refaha kavusmalarini emretmis, zayifligi ve zillet icinde yasamay1 hos gérmemistir.

Nebi, somiirgeciligin, bireylerin ve toplumlarin zihinsel olarak bagimsiz diisiinme yetilerini
zayiflattigin1 ve onlar1 dis giiclerin etkisine agik hale getirdigini ifade etmektedir. O bu durumu
“sémiirge psikolojisi” olarak tanimlamakta ve bu psikolojinin, somirgelestirilmis halklarin kendi
durumlarini kabullenmesine ve diren¢ gostermekte basarisiz olmasina neden oldugunu belirtmektedir
(Nebi, 1980).

Misliimanlar, somiirge doneminde ekonomik bilincten yoksun birakilmis ve sdmiirgecilerin
taleplerine gore lretim yapan koéleler haline getirilmistir. Somiirgeciler, bu uyumu saglamak yerine
kendi zenginliklerini arttirmaya ¢alismislardir. Sémiirge tilkeler, siyasi ve ekonomik bagimsizliklarini
sagladiklarinda bile, Bati'nin ekonomik modellerini taklit etmekten kurtulamamislardir (Nebfi, 2018, s.
7).

50



Feyza Nur Ustiin

Calisma ahlakini bozan bu yaklasim, somiirgelestirilmis insanlar1 ekonomik sisteme bilingli bireyler
olarak dahil etmek yerine, onlar1 beklentisiz hale getirip korku iginde yasatmistir. Bu durum,
somiirgelestirilmis olanlarin ekonomik gelisime uyum saglamalarim1 engellemistir. Ornegin, Kuzey
Afrika’daki burjuva siifi, aclik korkusunu asir1 tiiketimle bertaraf etmeye calisirken, isc¢i sinifi ise
dogrudan achikla yiizlesmistir. Somiirgecilik, ekonomik egitim getirmek yerine, sadece kolelik
dayatmis, bu da isci ve burjuva sinifinin psikolojisini etkilemistir. Ekonomik sorunlarin ¢6zimi i¢in
insan dogasinin gerekliliklerine odaklanmak gerekmektedir. Bazi tlkeler bagimsizlik sonrasi
ekonomik diisiis yasamistir. Bu diisiis sadece kiiresel ekonomik kosullar ve yerel psikolojik faktorlerle
aciklanabilmektedir. Ozellikle Endonezya ve Fransiz hakimiyeti altinda olan Bat1 Afrika’da zorunlu
calisma ve gelir bozulmalar1 goriilmistiir. Bu ekonomik sorunlari psikolojik temellerinden ele almak
onem tasimaktadir (Nebfi, 2018, s. 10).

2.2. Medeni irade

Nebi, iktisat diinyasinda go6zlemledigi tiim degisimlerin temelinde, medeniyetin farkli alanlarinda
meydana gelen doniisiimlerin oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Ona goére bu doniisiimler, tarihin cesitli
dénemlerinde farkh degerler, estetik anlayislar ve ahlaki ilkelerle sekillenmistir. insanin kendisini bu
diinyada yeniden konumlandirmasi ve varolusuna yeni anlamlar ytliklemesi, irade ve yonelimlerinde
de degisiklikler meydana getirmistir. Bu degisimlerin biitiinii, insanin yasam bi¢imini ve toplumsal
yaplyl donustiirmiistiir. Nebi, bu doniisiimiin sadece duyusal diizemle siirli kalmadigini, aym
zamanda diislinsel alan1 da (makulat adlemi) etkiledigini ifade etmektedir. Ancak ona gore bu etkiler,
insanlarin i¢ diinyasina ve manevi yapisina niifuz etmedigi siirece, ekonominin iki temel tasi olan
sanayi irinid mallar ile bu mallarin tretimini saglayan diisiince iizerinde bir degisim meydana
getirmez. Nebi'ye goére ekonomi her ne kadar teorik bilin¢lendirme silirecine sahip olsa da,
medeniyetin somut bir sekilde tezahiir etmesini de saglamaktadir. Ekonominin medeniyeti
somutlastirmasi, maddi ve manevi kosullarin bir biitiin olarak tanimlanmasi ve sinirlandirilmasi ile
miimkiin hale gelecektir (Nebi, 2018, s. 80).

Nebi, toplumun gelisim siirecindeki bilin¢li ve iradi ¢abalarinin biitiinline “medeni irade” baslig1 altinda
yer vermektedir. O, medeni iradenin, medeni potansiyeli ortaya ¢ikaracagini ifade etmektedir. Malik b.
Nebi, iktisat alaninda ¢ikarimlarda bulunmak i¢in medeni irade ile medeni imkan arasindaki nispi
iliskiyi nesnel kosullarda ele almanin faydali olacagina vurgu yapmaktadir Nebi (2018, s. 61). Nebi,
toplumlarin hareket noktasinda ya da olagan disi durumlarda karsilastiklari reel sartlarda, medeni
irade ile olanaklari arasindaki iliskiyi incelemenin 6nemli bir yaklasim olacagini belirtmistir. Nebi'nin
(2018) bu konuya iliskin Islam tarihinden 6rnegi:

Hz. Peygamber (sa.) doneminde Araplar, imkanlar bakimindan olduk¢a yetersiz bir
durumdalardi. Politik, stratejik ve sosyal alanlarda gorevlerini yerine getirebilecekleri araglar
yoktu. Ancak onlar kisith imkanlara ragmen sahip olduklar1 basit araglarla gorevlerini yerine
getirmeye calismislar, gerekli finansman saglamak icin darphanelerde para basmislardir. (s.
84)

Burada dikkat c¢ekilmek istenen durum darphanenin maddi kaynaklarin temini igin yerine
getirilmesinin 6nemli oldugunun bilincinde olan medeni iradedir. Nebi’ye goére bu darphaneler,
yalnizca fiziksel birer unsur olarak degil, toplumun medeni iradesinin somut bir yansimasi olarak
degerlendirilmelidir. Ona gore gelisim yolunda ilerleyen bir toplum, bu iradeden yoksun kalirsa, sahip
oldugu maddi kaynaklarin miktar1 ne olursa olsun kalkinma araglarini etkin bir sekilde kullanamaz
(Nebi, 2018, s. 84).

Malik b. Nebi’ye gore iktisat diinyasinda sayisal olciitler ikinci planda yer almaktadir. Toplumlarin
cesitli alanlardaki gorevleri yerine getirmek i¢in girisimlerde bulunmasi, genellikle bu girisimlerin
icerdigi sayisal Olgiitlerle baglantilidir. Neb{i'ye gore girisimin baslangicindan itibaren, basarili olmasi
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icin yapilan faaliyetlerin imkanlar 6l¢iisiinde bir denetim ve diizenleme altinda olmasi gerekmektedir.
Maddi kosullarin gerektirdigi zorunlu 6élciitlerin varhiginda dahi, bu diizenleme ve gézetim siireci, ruhi
faktor ve toplumsal irade olmadan etkin bir sekilde ilerleyememektedir. Nebi (2018) bu cercevede
iktisat tarihcisi ]. Nef'in (6. 1988) goriisiine yer vermektedir:

19. yy.da bolluk ekonomisi, Amerika, ingiltere ve Avrupa’nin bazi diger bélgelerine hakim
olmaya baslamisti. O zaman bazi alimler, ekonomik kalkinmanin ancak manevi terbiye ile
olacagini iddia etmislerdi. Dini amagh yapilan savaslarda manevi terbiye alanindaki ilerleme,
bolluk ekonomisinin gelismesinde 6nemli rol oynamistir. Bu ilerlemenin ilahi bir destek
olmadan gergeklesmesi imkansizdir. Bunun yaninda kisinin 6zgiir iradesinin bu ilahi destegi
aramasi ve bu destegi elde edince din, sanat, ahlak alanlarindaki problemleri ¢cdzmek icin daha
da giiclendirmesi gerekmektedir. (Akt., Nebi, 2018, s. 88)

Nebi buradaki iradenin medeniyetin baslangic noktasi olan medeni iradenin bizzat kendisi oldugunu
belirtmektedir. Ona gore buradaki bolluk ekonomisi, sadece maddi olanaklara dayanmaktadir, Nebf,
bunun uygulanmasinda insan faktdriiniin ilk siraya konulmasi gerektigini savunmaktadir. Aksi halde
istenilen sonug basaril bir sekilde elde edilemez (Nebi, 2018, s. 88).

Kur’an-1 Kerim'’de insan iradesin nasil olmasi gerektigine dair su ayet 6rnek gosterilebilir:
S 2 (Al G Cpuedl 5 WA (e Sl i V55580 I 200 Sl B a5

“Allah’in sana verdigi (nimetlerde) dhiret yurdunu ara, diinyadan da nasibini unutma, Allah’in sana ihsan
ettigi gibi, sen de ihsan et” (Altuntas & Sahin, 2011, el-Kasas 28:77).

“Diinyadan da nasibini unutma” ifadesi, diinya hayati ile ahiret hayati arasindaki dengeyi korumayi
tesvik etmektedir. Islam, diinya hayatini ve nimetlerini tamamen reddetmeyi degil, aksine bu nimetleri
uygun ve dengeli bir sekilde kullanmay1 6gilitlemektedir. Calismak, liretmek, topluma faydali olmak ve
ailesine bakmak da bu diinya hayatinin énemli birer pargasidir. Kisi bu dengeli ekonomik tutumu
stirdiiriilebilir yapmak i¢in kendi sistemini kurmak mecburiyetindedir. Allah insan1 irade sahibi olarak
yaratmis, yaptig1 eylemler karsisinda onu sorumlu tutmustur.

Insanin diinya ile manevi yasam arasinda kurdugu iliski, cevresel ve zamansal kosullar ¢ercevesinde
sekillenen esya ile kurdugu etkilesimle dogrudan iliskilidir. Bir baska deyisle, diinya, her kulun nefsine
uyarak elde ettigi seylerden ve kalbini saran sehvetlerden ibarettir. Tasavvufi kaynaklarda, her tiirlii
diinya sevgisi elestirilmektedir. Ancak Kur’'an’da elestirilen, maddeye olan baghliktir. Diinyanin gecici
oldugunun bilincinde olup, bu diinya i¢in de yatirim yapmak ve kazan¢ elde etmeye calismakta bir
sakinca goriilmemistir (Karatas, 2023, s. 106).

Islam diinyasi, az gelismislikten kurtulmak icin acik bir iradeye sahip oldugunda, teorik olarak
kapitalizm veya Marksizm ile sinirl olmadigini fark edecek ve kaybettigi finansal yatirnmi sosyal
yatirimlarla telafi edebilecektir. Kendi ¢abasiyla ilerleyen ve kendi kendini yetistirmis bir toplum,
ekonomik alandaki az gelismisliginin, sahip oldugu seylerin dogasindan degil, diinyay1 algilayis
bicimlerinden kaynaklandigin1 anlayacaktir. Bu sekilde, kardeslik ve siiklinet ortaminda, kendi
potansiyellerini degistirebilecek kapasiteye sahip oldugunu kavrayacaktir (Nebfi, 2018, s. 100).

2.3. Psikolojik temeller

Malik b. Nebi, ekonomik sorunlarin kékeninin psikolojik ve toplumsal degisimlere dayandigini ifade
etmektedir. Bir toplumun kalkinmasi, o toplumun i¢sel degerlerini ve davranislarini degistirmesiyle
miimkiin olacaktir. Bu baglamda Nebi, Islam toplumlarinin psikolojik déniisiimiinii 6ncelikli
gormektedir (Kalati, 2023, s. 383).

Nebi'ye gore Miisliiman birey, ekonomik biiylimeye katilabilmek icin kisiligini ve psikolojisini olumsuz
etkileyen faktorlerden kurtulmalidir. Bireyin bitkisel asamadan aktif ve pozitif bir konuma ge¢mesi,
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ekonomik blyilime i¢in gereklidir. Bu gegis, bireyin temel ihtiyaclarinin karsilanmasi ve psikolojik
olarak yticeltilmesi ile miimkiin olacaktir.

Nebi, bu fikirlerini Washington-Moskova diizlemi ve Tanca-Jakarta diizleminde gecen yasantilarin
zithgina dikkat cekerek agiklamaktadir. Nebi, bu iki diizlem arasindaki zitliklar1 ekonomik kokenleriyle
degil, psiko-kiiltiirel yasantilariyla aciklamaktadir. Nebi, ekonominin Bati'da kazandig iistiinlik ve
etkileyiciligi, Afrika ve Asya diinyasinin bilincinde elde edemedigini belirtmektedir. Bati’da ekonomi,
ylzyillar boyunca sosyal yasamin baslica temeli, érgiitlenmenin ana kural ve insanlarin davranis

prensibi olmustur. Bu siire¢, her evde para biriktirme tutkusunu simgeleyen meshur “kirli ¢ikin”
semboliinii ortaya ¢ikarmis ve bunu ailevi bir ideal haline getirmistir.

Dogu’da ise, islam uygarhgi, Eski Cag medeniyetleri ile Bati medeniyeti arasinda insanligin temel bir
gelisim asamasi olarak kabul edilmektedir. Islam ekonomisi, Eski Cag medeniyetlerinin dogal
ekonomileri ile Bat’'nin gelismis ekonomik sistemleri arasinda bir gecisi temsil etmektedir. Bu, Islam
ekonomisinin, tarihsel ve kiiltiirel bir képrii islevi gérdiigiinii géstermektedir (Nebi, 1977, s. 83).

Malik b. Nebi, Muvahhitler? déneminden sonra, Misliimanlarin diisiince yapisinin degistigini, tarihi
sorumluluklarindan siyrildigini, kendini siirekli tekrar eden, hicbir is gérmeyip yerinde sayan bir
toplum haline geldigini ifade etmektedir (Nebi, 1977, s. 84). Muvahhitler sonrasi donemden maksat,
Islam medeniyetinde diisiincenin yerini madde ve despotizmin almasi, medeniyet éncesi déneme geri
dontstiir. Nebi'ye gore Muvahhitler sonrasi donem hald iyilestirilememistir. Nebi burada,
Miisliimanlari etkisi altina alan “6lii fikirlere” dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bu fikirler toplumu icten parcalamis,
gelenekle uyumlu bir sekilde varligini devam ettirmistir (Akin, 2019, s. 94).

Nebi, Miisliimanlarin igine distigii “sémiirgelesme” durumundan kurtulmalar1 i¢in zihinsel olarak
gelismeleri ve caliskan bir topluma doéntismeleri gerektigini vurgulamistir. Dolayisiyla, onun iktisadi
gorusleri daha ziyade toplumun tretkenligini artirmaya ve Miislimanlarin kendi kiiltiirel ve maddi
degerlerini koruyarak kalkinmasina odaklanmistir.

3. iktisat Diinyasinda Miisliiman

Malik b. Nebi, daha ¢ok medeniyet iizerine ¢alismalar yapan bir diistiniir olarak taninmaktadir ancak
iktisat alanindaki goriisleri ve yaptig1 calismalar da bu alan i¢cin énemli kaynak olmustur. Bu alanda
ortaya koydugu en 6zel eser [ktisat Diinyasinda Miisliiman (2018) adli ¢calismasidir. Bu ¢alisma, Malik
bin Nebi'nin Rénesans Kosullart (1948), Islam Diinyasinin Yonii (1954), Afro-Asya Fikri (1954), Islam
Toplulugu Fikri (1959) kitaplarinda savundugu ekonomik goriisleri, delilleri ve 6rnekleri bakimindan
kapsamli bir temel olarak kabul edilmektedir. Nebi, bu kitapta Miisliimanlarin sémiirge sonrasi
ekonomik bagimsizliklarini ve refahlarini nasil saglayabileceklerini ele almaktadir (Nebi, 2018).

Malik b. Nebi, ekonomik ilkelerin belirli bir sosyal deneyimin sonucu olarak ortaya ¢iktig1 ve ekonomik
teorinin siyasal teori ile birlikte ilerlemesi gerektigi ifade etmektedir. Bu, teorik ilkelerin gercek
diinyada etkili olabilmesi icin gerekli sartlarin saglanmasi gerektigi anlamina gelmektedir. Toplumsal
denklemler, ekonominin dinamiklerini ve bireylerin ekonomik davranislarini sekillendirmektedir, bu
da ekonomik biiyiime ve refahin temelini olusturmaktadir. Nebi, insanin gercekligini, biyolojik ve
sosyal denklem esasina gore aciklamaktadir (Nebi, 2023, s. 91).

1. Biyolojik denklem: Bu denklemde, her durumda insanlar birbirine esit olabilmektedir. Sadece
bazi durumlarda insanlar birbirine gore daha az ya da ¢ok yeteneklere sahiptirler.

2 Muvahhitler dénemi (1121-1269), Afrika’da ekonomik hayatin canlandig ve biiyiik gelismelerin yasandigl bir ddnem olarak
tarihe kaydedilmistir. Bu donemlerde ticaret yollar1 genislemis, zanaat ve tarimda 6nemli gelismeler yasanmis ve sehirler
ekonomik merkezler haline gelmistir. Muvahbhitler, adil ve dengeli bir ekonomik diizen kurarak, toplumun refah seviyesini
artirmis ve sosyal adaleti saglamiglardir. Ayrica, kiiltiirel ve bilimsel ilerlemelerle birlikte ekonomik biiyiime de desteklenmis,
zenginlik ve refah, toplumun her kesimine yayilmistir. Muvahbhitler ¢ok uzun zaman iktidarda kalmamis olmalarina ragmen
siyasi, ekonomik, kiiltiirel alanlarda yaptiklari reformlarin etkisi, sonraki yiizyillarda da devam etmistir (Ugar, 2019, s. 58).
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2. Sosyal denklem: Toplumlar birbirlerine gore farkli sosyal denklemlerde bulunabilmektedirler.
Bir toplumun sosyal denklemi de zamanla degisebilmektedir. Bir toplumun sosyal denklem
diizeyini belirleyen unsur, o toplumun gelismislik ya da geri kalmislik seviyesidir.

Socall WIS S I o hlitndy gl (e ghl 555 )35 o b 31 % a2
“Ant olsun, biz insanoglunu serefli kildik. Onlart karada ve denizde tasidik. Kendilerini en giizel ve temiz

seylerden riziklandirdik ve onlart yarattiklarimizin bircogundan tstiin kildik” (Altuntas & Sahin, 2011,
Isra 17:70).

Biyolojik denklem, ayette de ifade edildigi tizere, Allah’in insani en giizel ve en istiin sekilde yaratip,
ona varliklarin en sereflisi olarak ihsanda bulunmasidir. Bunu Allah tiim insanliga bahsetmistir. Sosyal
denklem ise; insanlarin kendilerini toplumda esit bir sekilde konumlandirmasiyla olusmaktadir.
Toplumun, problemler karsi tutumunu ve faaliyetlerinin diizeyini bu denklem belirlemektedir. Bu
denklem, toplumlari birbirinden farkl kilmakla beraber, ayni topluma mensup fakat farkli zamanlarda
yasamis nesilleri de birbirinden ayristirmaktadir (Nebi, 2018, s. 90).

Malik b. Nebi’ye gore sosyal denklemin, ekonomik alanda iki kaynagi bulunmaktadir.

1. Kiiresel Kuzey ekonomi kitasinda yasayan toplum.
2. Kiiresel Giiney ekonomi kitasinda yasayan toplum.

Her iki toplum da i¢indeki bireylerin davranislarini ve bu davranislarin etkinligini belirli bir derecede
Olcerek, bu etkinligi bireylerin yeteneklerinin bir gdstergesi olarak kabul etmektedir.

Malik b. Nebi'ye gore kisinin toplumsal yasam iizerindeki etkisini anlayabilme yetenegi, kisinin icinde
bulundugu c¢evreye gore farklilik gostermektedir. Bireyin problemler karsisindaki pozisyonunu
belirlemede baslangi¢ kosullari, bu kosullarin sonuglarini dolayl olarak etkilemektedir. Bu kosullar
zinciri, bireyin tutumlarin1 ve sonuglarini belirleyen ve bu sonuglarin duyarhligimiz karsisinda
engellenebilecegi bir tiir determinizme tabi tutan “sosyal denklemi” olusturmaktadir. Nebi'ye gore, bu
kacinilmaz olguyu anlarsak, su andaki davranislarimiz iizerindeki etkisini de kavrayabiliriz. Eger
sosyal denklemimizi, degistirmek icin kararli olursak, onunla olan 6zgurliigiimiiziin boyutunu da
belirleyebiliriz. Nebi bu fikrine 6rnek olarak Washington-Moskova ekseni ve Tanca-Jakarta eksenini
ele almaktadir.

1. Washington-Moskova ekseninde dogan bir ¢ocuk, istatistik yasasina tabi olmaktadir. Bu cocuk,
dogumundan itibaren egitim, saglik ve is olanaklar1 acisindan yiiksek bir paya %90 sahip
olacaktir.

2. Tanca-Jakarta ekseninde dogan bir cocuk da istatistik yasasina tabi olmaktadir. Ancak bu
cocuk, egitim, saghk ve is olanaklar1 ac¢isindan tahmini %40’in altinda bir paya sahip
olmaktadir. Yani, biyolojik yetenekleri ne olursa olsun, sosyal denkleminin bir sonucu olarak
%75 oraninda igsiz kalma ihtimaliyle kars1 karsiya kalacaktir.

Bu iki varsayim, bireyin davranislarinin, icinde dogdugu sosyal kosullar tarafindan nasil sinirlandigini
acikca gostermektedir. Bebeklik ddneminden itibaren Kkarsilastigi sosyal denklem, bireyin
davranislarini belirlemektedir. Kisi ancak toplumsal denklemini degistirmeye calisirsa bu siirecin
kacinilmaz sonuglarindan kurtulabilecektir (Nebi, 2018, s. 93-94).

3.1. iktisadi diisiincenin yeniden yapilandirilmasi ve kiiltiirel uyum

Malik b. Nebi, Islam iktisadinin basarili olmasi icin, yerel kiiltiir ve sosyoekonomik kosullara uygun bir
ekonomik modelin gelistirilmesi gerektigini savunmaktadir. Modern ¢agda Miisliiman ne liretici
konumunda ne de tiiketici konumdadir; aksine 6zensiz ve taklitci konumuna diismiistir (Maskavi,
2013, s. 1131). Miisliiman iktisatcilar, Bati’'nin ekonomik teorilerini islam'a uygun hale getirmeye
calismak yerine, kendi 6zgiin ekonomik modellerini gelistirmelidir (Nebi, 2018, s. 14).
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Nebi (2018) bu hususu izah etmektedir:

Miisliiman, yasadigi somiirge travmasindan sonra ekonomik diinyasina goziinii actiginda,
somirgecilerin istedigi her emri yerine getiren kole haline geldigini gorecektir. Bu kole,
Vietnam tarlalarinda kaucuk, Afrika’da sudan nohudu, Kuzey Afrika’da ise sarap lretmektedir.
Bu iiretimlerine, ¢calismalarina ragmen bu kolenin ekonomi diinyasiyla hicbir nesnel baglantisi
olamadig1 gibi, mesru nitelikli bir iliskisi de olmamaktadir. Onlar hakki gozetilen iiretici,
ihtiyac1 karsilanan tiiketici de degildir. O sadece devamli ¢alistirilan bir is aleti olarak
goriilmektedir. Burada iktisadi bir bilin¢ yoktur. Ekonomi diinyasinin kavramlari, yapisi ve
maslahatlar1 kendisine yabanci birakilmis hicbir deneyim ve uzmanlk kazanmasina imkéan
verilmemistir. (s. 7)

Nebi, Miisliiman toplumlarin ekonomik sorunlara, yalnizca Adam Smith’in liberalizmi ya da Karl
Marx'in materyalizmi gibi Batih ¢6ziimlerle yaklasilmasini elestirmektedir. O, bu durumu Islam
toplumlarinin kendi kiiltiirel degerlerine dayanan ¢éziimler gelistirememesinin bir géstergesi olarak
gormektedir. Ona goére Islam toplumunu kiiltiirel olarak da yiiksek seviyeye ulastirmayr amaglayan
sorunlarimin ¢oziimii, Islam toplumlarinin kendi fikri ve bedensel imkanlarini kullanmasiyla
gerceklesecektir.

Nebi, ideolojik temelli bu ekonomik planlarin, objektif olmayan ahlaki temeller iizerine kuruldugunu
belirtmektedir. Buna 6rnek olarak, kendilerini Marksist veya ilerici olarak tanimlayanlar ile kendilerini
liberal Misliman olarak tanmimlayanlarin planlarini elestirmektedir. (Maskavi, 2013, s. 1132).
Ekonomik alanda uzmanlasmis Miisliimanlarin konumlarini incelediginde, bu uzmanlarin sanki
ekonomik sorunlarin ¢oziilmesinde Adam Smith’in liberalizmi ile K. Marx’in3 materyalizminden baska
secenek yokmus gibi, bu ikisinin ortasinda durdugunu ve baska secenek yokmus gibi davrandiklarini
soylemektedir (Nebfi, 2018, s. 9).

Malik b. Nebi, batili ekonomi uzmanlarin islam iilkelerine getirilmesi ve bu uzmanlarin kendi
tilkelerinde basaril olan planlar1 burada uygulamaya ¢alismalarini, bunu yaparken yerel kosullar1 goz
ard1 etmeleri nedeniyle basarisiz olduklar1 o6rnek gostermektedir. Ornegin, Dr. Schacht'in
Endonezya’da basarisiz olmasinin sebebinin, Almanya’ya uygun olan bir ekonomik plani Endonezya’ya
uyarlamaya calismasi oldugunu belirtmektedir. Endonezya dogal ve beseri bakimdan zengin olmasi
sebebiyle ekonomik basari icin gerekli olan maddi veya teknik tiim kosullar1 kendi icinde
barindirmaktaydi. Ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndan énce Almanya’y: sifirdan yiikseltmis ve gelistirmis olan Dr.
Schacht'in burada basarisiz olmasinin nedeni Endonezya icin yaptifi planin temeline Almanya
toplumuna 6zgii sosyal denklemi koymasi olmustur (Nebfi, 2018, s. 10).

Nebi, ekonomik kalkinmanin, sadece Batili ekonomik sistemlerin secimi ile degil, toplumun kiiltiirel
degerleri ve sosyal dinamikleriyle uyumlu bir sekilde aktive edilmesi gerektigini savunmaktadir. Ona
gore asil mesele, Islam toplumunun Kkiiltiirel asilanma meselesidir. Kiiltiirel asilanma, kiiltiirel
etkilesim ve yayilmanin bir sonucu olarak ortaya ¢cikmaktadir. Ticaret, savaslar, gocler, egitim ve
medya gibi etkenler Kkiiltiirler arasinda etkilesimi arttirmakta ve bu siireci hizlandirmaktadir. islam
toplumlari, yasadigi bu yogun ve zorunlu olarak yasadigi bu kiiltlirel asilanmanin etkisiyle kendi
koklerinden ayrilip, ¢6ziimiin Bat'da oldugu hayaline kendini inandirmistir. Nebi, geri kalmis
Misliiman tilkelerin yeni bir iktisadi yapilanmanin kosullar: iizerine diisiiniip, harekete gecmesiyle
Islam diisiincesine uygun bir model ortaya koyabilecegini diisiinmektedir. Bu Islami diisiincelerin
ilkeleri su sekildedir;

3 K. Marx’a gore iscilerin emek giiclinden elde edilen arti-deger kapitalizmin temel tasidir.

Kapitalistler, iscilerin trettikleri degerin yalmizca bir kismini iscilere verirken, geri kalan kismina kar olarak el
koymaktadirlar.

4 Hjalmar Schacht; Alman Bankaci. Reichsbank’in Genel Bagkani ve Nazi Almanya’sinin Ekonomi Bakanidir.
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1. Sermayenin tek elde toplanmamasi, malin toplumun faydasina olacak sekilde doniisiime
sokulmasi gerekmektedir.

2. Uretim toplumsal bir gerekliliktir ve sosyal hayattaki insan merkezli yaklasimla
catismamalidir.

3. Ihtikar ve faizin yasaklanmasi sarttir.

4. Zekatin yasal bir zemine oturtulmasi gerekmektedir (Kureysi, 2002, s. 185).
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“Kisinin 6niinde ve arkasinda, Allah’in emriyle onu gézetleyen ve koruyan melekler vardir. Bir toplum
kendi icindeki durumu degistirmedikgce, Allah onlarin durumunu degistirmez...” (Altuntas & Sahin, 2011,
er-Ra’'d 13:11).

B faals 0 33 Rl L V5200 i 038 e Vsl A 1 s 5 (g
“Bir toplum, sahip olduklari olumlu nitelikleri ve davranislart degistirmedikge, Allah onlara verdigi

nimetleri degistirmez. Siiphesiz, Allah her seyi isitir ve her seyi bilir” (Altuntas & Sahin, 2011, el-Enfal
8:53).

Malik b. Nebi, iktisatta uzmanlasmis Miisliimanlarin bu ayet iizerine diisiindiikleri takdirde, bu ayetin
toplumlarin kosullarina ve diger konulara psikolojik acidan nasil vurgu yaptigim1 daha iyi
anlayacaklarin ifade etmistir. Ayet, degisen varolus gerekgeleri diizeyinde, psikoloji alaninda dnemli
bir yere sahiptir ve medeni seviyenin belirleyici bir unsurudur. Nebi'ye gére Miislimanlar ekonominin
koklerini arastirmak icin derinlemesine g¢alismalar yapsaydi, bu ayette vurgulanan teorik sonucun
aynisina ulasacaklardu.

Malik b. Nebi, ekonomik gelismenin sadece banka kurmak ve fabrikalar insa etmekle sinirli olmadigini,
oncelikle insanin insas1 ve onun tiim sorunlar karsisinda yeni bir davranis gelistirmesi gerektigini
vurgulamaktadir. Ekonomik gelisme, bireylerin ve toplumlarin psikolojik ve kiiltiirel déniistimleriyle
baslamaktadir. Nebi, bu tiir bir ¢calismanin, ekonomik fikirlerin agilanmasi veya degistirilmesinde etkili
olacagini belirtmektedir. Bu sayede, ekonomik alanda desteklenmek veya degistirilmek istenen kisinin
gercekligine daha yakin olunacak ve bu da kosullara bagl olarak daha etkili ¢6ztimler sunacaktir
(Nebi, 2018, s. 59).

4. Malik b. Nebi’de Medeniyet ve iktisat Diisiincesi ve Ibn Haldin’un EtKisi

Malik b. Nebi'nin medeniyet ve iktisat diisiincesinde Ibn Hald(n’'dan (6. 1406) etkilendigi
gorilmektedir. 14. yiizyihn énemli diisiiniirlerinden biri olan ibn Hald{n, tarihsel, toplumsal, iktisadi
ve siyasi izahlariyla 6nemli calismalara sahiptir. ibn Haldin, medeniyetlerin yiikselis ve ¢okiis
dongiilerini analiz etmis, bu konu hakkindaki fikirlerini “Mukaddime” adl1 eserinde toplamistir.

Malik b. Nebi, Ibn Haldun’un medeniyet anlayisini1 benimseyerek, ekonomik kalkinmanin sadece maddi
kaynaklarla degil, ayn1 zamanda insan kaynaklarimin gelisimiyle saglanabilecegini savunmaktadir. ibn
HaldGn'un toplumsal degisim ve kalkinma konusundaki teorik yaklasimlari, Malik b. Nebi'nin
ekonomik diisiincelerinde 6nemli bir referans olmaktadir (Akakba & Belhadi, 2022, s. 171).

Malik b. Nebi, Ibn Hald(in gibi, Islam medeniyetinin tarihi siireci icindeki sorunlar1 analiz etmeye
calismistir. Bu analizlerde, ekonomik sorunlari bilimsel planlama ve sosyal-kiiltiirel yatirimlar
temelinde ele almistir (Kalati, 2023). Nebi, degisim ve insani gelisim hareketinin nesnel kosullarin
incelemis, tarihsel yasalarla agiklamaya ¢alismistir. Bunu da medeniyeti ve gecirdigi siirecleri merkeze
alarak yapmistur.

Ibn Hald(in, toplumun yapilandirilmas: icin ekonomik iliskileri temel olarak géormektedir (Haldn,
2021, 5.652). ibn Hald(n, sehirlerin gelismislik diizeyinin iiretim ve isgiicii verimliligi gibi faktorlere
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bagh olarak artacagini diisiinmektedir. Gelismis bolgelerdeki is ve meslek sahipleri, refah diizeyini
arttirmakta ve bu bolgedeki kazang diger bolgelere gore fazla olmaktadir. Bu durum o bolgedeki idari
ve ticari yetkililerin etkili yonetimiyle desteklenmektedir.

4.1. Emegin yonlendirilmesi

ibn Hald(in, Mukaddime’sinde Islam oncesi ve sonrasi Kuzey Afrika toplumlarinin dinamiklerini
incelerken bedevi (gocebe) ve hadari (yerlesik) yasam tarzlari1 arasindaki farklara dikkat cekmektedir.
Bu iki toplumun gelismislik seviyesinin, ekonomik liretimde ve is boliimiinde emege verilen deger
farkindan kaynakli oldugunu belirtmistir. Ona gore kazang¢, emegin degerinden ibarettir. Malin ve
hizmetin 6nemi de onun i¢in harcanan emegin degeriyle es deger olarak goriilmektedir. Emege deger
verilmesi oradaki is ve pazar1 hareketlendirmekte, sehrin ithalat ve ihracatinin artmasina etki
etmektedir. Buradaki meslek sahipleri, insani kaynaklar1 olusturmaktadir. ibn Hald(in’a gére, emege
hak ettigi degeri vermeyen toplumlar, zamanla liretkenliklerini ve dayanikliliklarini yitirmektedir. Bu
tiir toplumlar, dis tehditlere karsi savunmasiz hale gelmekte ve zamanla ¢ékmektedir (Hald(in, 2021,
ss. 652-653).

Malik b. Nebi'de emek hakkindaki goriislerini sekillendirirken “Hi¢ kimse kendi elinin emeginden daha
hayirli bir rizik yememistir. Allah’in Peygamberi Davud da kendi elinin emeginden yerdi.” (Buhari, 2009,
n. 2072) hadis-i serifini referans almaktadir. Nebi toplumda, esyanin gelecegini sekillendiren yegane
glicin emek oldugunu belirtmektedir. Emek, insan, toprak ve zaman gibi temel unsurlardan
cikmaktadir. Miisliimanlar, emekle ilgili ilk derslerini Islam medeniyetinin kurucularindan almigslardir.
Onlar, ilk olarak sehirlerini, pazarlarini insa etmislerdir. Emek burada sadece kazang yonii degil egitsel
yonii de ifade etmektedir (Nebi, 2023, s. 109).

Sosyal yapilandirma siirecinde emegin yonlendirilmesi, tiiccar, cift¢i, zanaatkarlar gibi her kesimden
insanlarin ayni dogrultuda g¢alismasi anlamina gelmektedir. Bir iilkede sanat ve zanaatla ilgilenen
insanlarin sayisinin artmasi, kisinin yasam sartlarinin dogal statiisiine ulasmasini beraberinde
getirecektir. Nebi, insanlarin bekledigi mucizenin elini harekete gecirip, aleti tuttugunda ve toprakla
mesgul oldugunda gerceklesecegi kanaatini tasimaktadir. Ilim 6gretmek, 6grenmek emektir, yoldan bir
engeli kaldirmak emektir, fidan dikmek emektir, baska insanlara yardimci olup bos zamanlardan
yararlanmak emektir. Bunlar boylelikle, medeniyetin her katmanini birlikte olusturmaktadir (Nebf,
2023,s.110).

Nebi'ye gore, ekonomik yapilanmanin en 6nemli unsuru olan emek ilkesinin gerceklesebilmesi igin,
yabanci sermayeden, isletmeden ve dis bor¢lanmaya dayali ticaretten uzak durmak gerekmektedir.
Cinki disa bagh bir ekonomi, zamanla mali, sosyal krizlere sebep olabilmektedir. Bundan dolayi
sermaye degil, emek esas alinmalidir (Kureysi, 2002, s.187).

Nebi, Kapital sistemlerin insani, emegine ve kendisine karsi yabancilastirdigini ileri siirmektedir. Bu
sistemlerde insanlar potansiyelleriyle uyumlu etkinlik gerceklestirememektedirler. Ona gore kapital
sistem, bireyin kendisini sadece bir liretim araci olarak gérmesine yol a¢an, toplumu tiiketim odakl
hale getiren ve insanlar1 kendi kiiltlirel degerlerinden uzaklastiran bir yapiya sahiptir. Bu durum,
bireyin potansiyelini ortaya koyamamasina ve kendi degerlerinden kopmasina sebep olmaktadir.

Nebi eserlerinde, emegin yonlendirilmesi baglaminda K. Marx’a dogrudan atif yapmasa da, Marx'in
emek teorisine ve emegin toplumsal yontine dair diisiinceleriyle dolayl bir iliski kurmaktadir. Marx’a
gore, kapitalist sermaye ne kadar zenginlesirse is¢i de o kadar yoksullasmaktadir. Isci, ne kadar cok
mal iretirse, kendisi de bir mal gibi o kadar degersizlesmektedir. Bu durumda, varlik diinyasinin
degeri arttikca insanlarin degeri azalmaktadir. Emek, sadece mal iiretmekle kalmaz, ayn1 zamanda
kendini ve isciyi de bir mal olarak tiretmektedir.
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Bu durum, emegin iiriinii olan nesnenin, is¢inin karsisinda yabanci bir sey olarak belirmesi demektir;
emegin liriini, isciden bagimsiz bir giic haline gelmektedir. Emegin iiriinii, maddelesmis emek, yani
emegin nesnelesmesidir. Bu gerceklesme, isciler icin gercekligin yok olmasi olarak goriilmektedir.
Nesnelesme, nesnenin yok olusu ve nesneye kolelik anlamina gelmektedir. Emek sahibi icin ise bu
durum, yabancilasma ve baskalasma olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir (Marx, 2013, s. 75).

Nebi, Marx'in emek teorisini, yabancilasma ve kapitalist sistem elestirileri baglaminda dikkate
almaktadir. Marx'in emek teorisi, insanin emegiyle kendisini gerceklestirdigini, ancak kapitalist
sistemde emegin yabancilasmaya yol actigini 6ne stirmektedir. Nebi, Marx'in aksine, emegin yalnizca
sinif miicadelesiyle tanimlanmasina karsi ¢ikmakta ve toplumun manevi degerlerinin merkeze
konulmasinin gerekli oldugunu savunmaktadir. Ona gore, Marx'in materyalist emek anlayisi,
toplumlarin manevi ve Kkiltiirel potansiyelini goéz ardi etmektedir. Nebl bu nedenle, emegin
yonlendirilmesinin, insan potansiyelinin manevi degerlerle biitiinlesmesiyle gerceklesecegini
savunmaktadir (Nebi, 2023, s. 112).

4.2. Toprak ve zaman unsuru

Malik b. Nebl'ye gore, insanin, medeni insan olma yolunda sahip olmasi gereken en dnemli varliklar,
zaman, toprak ve harekete ge¢cme istencidir. Nebi, bu unsurlarin duragan halden dinamik hale
gecmesiyle strdiiriilebilir bir ekonominin miimkiin olacagini belirtmekledir. Ona gore insanin,
medeniyetin baslangi¢ evresinde, gayesine ulasmak icin besin kaynagi toprak ve zamandan baska
sermayesi bulunmamaktadir. Bu iki varliktan geriye kalan, saraylar, okullar, ulasim araglari
medeniyeti olusturan ana unsurlar degil, elde edilen kazanimlaridir (Nebi, 2023, s. 68).

Nebi, toprak unsurunu sosyal degeri lizerinden ele almaktadir. Bu sosyal deger, toprak sahiplerinden
edinilen degerdir. Medeniyetler gelistikce topraklari1 da deger kazanmaktadir. Toplumlarin gerilemesi
ile de topragin degeri diisiis yasamaktadir. Islam medeniyetleri, toplumlarin geri kalmasiyla deger
kaybetmistir.

Cezayir gibi iilkelerde ¢ollesmenin kiyilara dogru ilerlemesi, zamanla ciddi bir ekonomik gerilemeye
yol agmistir. Bu siirecte, halkin temel besin kaynagi hurma, su kaynaklar1 ise yalmzca kis
yagmurlariyla sinirli hale gelmistir. Bu zor kosullar karsisinda insanlarin ¢6ziim {iretebilme imkani son
derece kisith kalmis; ekilebilecek arazilerin ve hayvancilikla ugrasacak varliklarin titkenmesi, halki ya
goc etmeye ya da ¢ol ile kirsal alan arasinda sikisip kalmaya zorlamistir. Bu durum, gida ve barinma
ihtiyaclar1 acisindan tiim toplumsal gelisimin temelini tegkil ettiginden gérmezden gelinecek bir sorun
degildir. Nebi’ye gore, Islam toplumlarinin bu konuyu ciddiyetle ele alip planlama asamasina gecmeleri
gerekmektedir.

Bu konu, tarimla ilgili ¢alismalarin icinde yer alsa da Nebi, iklim kosullar1 yontine dikkat cekmektedir.
Kuzey Afrika’da agaclarin yok olmasiyla ¢ol ilerlemeye devam etmektedir. Bir zamanlar verimli
araziler olan bu topraklarin ¢éle doniismesi, ekonomik hayatta da degisimlere yol agmistir. Bu
bolgenin meslegi, tarimdan hayvancilia déniismiis, hayvanciliktan da higgilige ulasmistir. Zaman
gectikce agaclik arazinin azalmasi, havayi da ¢6l ikliminin etkisi altinda birakmistir. Bu olumsuz sonug,
insanlarin sadece kazancini degil hayatini da tehdit etmeye baslamistir. Nebi’ye gore bilim adamlari bu
sorunu c¢oOzebilecek, yeryiizlinii imar edebilecek konumda iken bu etkilerini tahrip etmek icin
kullanmaktadirlar. Ciinkii onlarin mensubu olduklari medeniyet, onlardan yikim istemektedir.
Miisliimanlarin bunlarla miicadelesi insan, toprak ve zaman faktoriiyle basariya ulasacaktir. Nitekim
Rusya ve Hollanda’'nin topraklarinin en az iicte biri insan eliyle liretilmistir. Miisliiman toplumlar da
dogaya karsi elde edecegi bu basarilarla, yeniden yapilanma i¢in biiytik bir adim atmis olacak, risaletin
tasiyicisi oldugunu tarihe yazdiracaktir (Nebi, 2023, ss. 131-137).

Medeniyeti olusturan temel unsurlardan biri de zamandir. Modern diinyada, zamanin organizasyonu,
Frederick W. Taylor'un Bilimsel Yonetim Teorisi (Scientific Management) cergevesinde biiyiik bir
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Onem tasimaktadir. Taylor, is siireclerini rasyonellestirmek ve verimliligi artirmak amaciyla zamani
Olctlebilir bir kaynak olarak ele almis ve kronometreler aracilifiyla is siireclerinin detayl analizini
yapmistir. Bu yaklasim, liretim siireclerinin zaman odakl bir sekilde optimize edilmesini saglayarak
modern ekonomik diizenin temellerinden birini olusturmustur. Zamanin bu sekilde ekonomik bir
deger olarak ele alinmasi, tliretim ve fiyatlandirma siireclerinde dakik bir hesaplama gerekliligini
beraberinde getirmistir. Ancak Nebi'ye gore, Kuzey Afrika toplumlari 1900’lerden beri zaman
kavramina daha ¢ok metafiziksel bir bakis acisiyla yaklasmislardir. Bu anlayis, zamanin ekonomik bir
kaynak olarak rasyonel ve 6lglilebilir bir sekilde degerlendirilmesiyle uyumlu degildir. Dolayisiyla,
modern ekonomik diizenlemeler ve Taylor'un 6ngérdiigli zaman organizasyonu anlayisi, metafiziksel
zaman algisina sahip toplumlarda uygulanabilirlik acisindan zorluklarla karsilasmistir (Maskavi, 2013
s. 1134). Taylor’un teorisi, verimlilik ve iiretim agisindan biiyiik etki olustursa da is slireglerinin asiri
standartlastirilmasi, calisanlarin iizerinde yogun baski olusturmasi sebebiyle elestirilere maruz
kalmistir (Braverman, 1974).

Malik b. Nebi'nin bashkta yer verdigi “zaman” kavrami ile ilk olarak isgiicli icin zamanin 6nemi
kastedilmektedir. Nebi, calismalarinda zamanin bilimsel degerine dikkat ¢ekmis ve isgiicli agisindan
onemine vurgu yapmistir. Nebi, zamanin tarihsel kavramiyla, insanlarin tarih boyunca cesitli
amaglarla islerini yaparken zamanin nasil etki ettigini gostermektedir. Her isin yapilmasi belirli bir
zaman ve toplumsal bir deger gerektirmektedir. Her an icin zamanin degerlendirilmesi bu acidan
Onem tasimaktadir.

Tim ulasim araclar belirli bir siireye gore calismakta ve tarim isleri de belirli programlara
dayanmaktadir. Nebi, sosyal ve ekonomik hayatin birbirine bagl oldugunu, zamanin akisina goére
islerin yliridiglini sdylemektedir. Zaman ileriye dogru akmakta ve asla geriye alinamamaktadir. Bu
nedenle, insan hayatinin ve emeginin verimli kullanilmasi, liretim ve sanayiye odaklanilmasini zorunlu
kilmaktadir (Maluki, 2013, s. 10).

Nebi'ye gore zamanin kiymetinin bilinmemesi, toplumlarin gelisiminde biiyiik bir engel teskil
etmektedir. Zamanin etkin kullanimi, bilimsel, sinai ve ekonomik ilerleme icin gereklidir. Ancak,
toplumlar zamanin degerini anlamadiklarinda, ilerleme ve gelisme de sinirli kalmaktadir. Her
medeniyetin tarihi, zamanin verimli kullanimiyla sekillenmektedir.

Nebi, az gelismis Islam toplumlan ile Bati toplumunu zamanin kullanimi agisindan kiyaslayarak,
zamanin ekonomik ve sosyal kalkinma iizerindeki etkisini vurgulamaktadir. Bat1 toplumunda zaman,
tretkenlik ve verimliligi arttirmak amaciyla etkin bir sekilde yonetilmektedir. Modern sanayi
toplumlarindaki her tiirlii faaliyet belirli calisma saatlerine gore organize edilmektedir ve bu yaklasim
bati toplumlarinin maddi kalkinmay1 hizla gerceklestirmelerini saglamaktadir.

Buna karsilik, az gelismis Islam toplumlari, kalkinma siireglerinde cogunlukla geleneksel yontemleri
kullanmayi stirdiirdiikleri i¢in, Bati'nin ekonomik ve toplumsal alanda bir deger 6lciitii olarak gordiagi
zaman verimli kullanamamis ve bu nedenle ilerleme kaydedememislerdir. Nebi, Islam toplumlarinin
zaman algisinin modern diinyada kalkinma oniindeki bir engel haline geldigini belirtmektedir. Bu
nedenle, gelismislik diizeyinde Bat1 toplumlarina kiyasla geri kalmislardir (Nebi, 2018, s. 7). Ancak, bu
sorunun giderilmesinde Bati'nin zaman algisin1 aynen taklit etmekten ziyade Islam toplumlarinin,
kendi manevi degerleriyle uyumlu bir zaman anlayisim tretkenlik ve kalkinma hedefleri
dogrultusunda yeniden yorumlamasi gerekmektedir.

4.3. Ekonominin somutlastirilmasi

Malik b. Nebi, ekonominin medeniyeti somutlastirdig1 gortisiindedir. Ona gore, medeniyetin, ekonomi
tarafindan somutlastirilmasi, maddi ve manevi sartlarin1 bir cercevede ele almakla miimkiindiir.
Toplumlar bu sartlari, blinyelerinde barindirmaktadir ve bu sartlar her insana sosyal giivenceler
saglamaktadir.
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Nebi, bu acidan medeniyetin iki yoniint ele almaktadir:

1. Toplumlarin, sosyal gorevlerini belirlemelerinde ve bu gorevleri gergeklestirmelerindeki
sahip olduklari irade, medeniyetin manevi sarti(ni)/ yoniinii olusturmaktadir.

2. Toplumlarin, sosyal gorevlerini yerine getirirken sahip olmalar1 gereken araglar ve
olanaklar da medeniyetin maddi sarti(ni1)/yoniinii olusturmaktadir.

Malik b. Nebi, bu sartlardan yola ¢ikarak ekonomiyi “Irade ve olanag, iktisadi alanda duyulur ve
gortiliir hale getiren bir bilim” olarak tanimlamistir. Nebi, bir tlilkede kisi basina diisen milli geliri de
medeniyetin sahip oldugu olanaklarin somut bir gostergesi olarak ifade etmektedir (Nebi, 2018, s. 84).

Malik b. Nebi, iktisat Diinyasinda Miisliman (2018) kitabinda bir iilkenin gelismislik seviyesini
gosteren, kisi basina diisen milli gelire dikkat cekmektedir. Ancak Nebi, sadece bu verilere bakarak
tilkelerin sosyal ve ekonomik durumlarinin tam olarak anlasilamayacagini ifade etmektedir (Nebf,
2018, s. 56). Sadece bu verilere bakarak degerlendirme yapmak, islam iilkelerini basarisiz gostermek,
genglerin akillarindaki islami ideolojinin gergekligini yikmak icin de yapilan bir algi operasyonudur.
Bu algi, Avrupa tarafindan yontemleri belirlenen Misliiman arastirmacilarin calismalarinda bile yer
almaktadir. Bu aldatmacanin bilincinde olan Miisliiman suuruna sahip arastirmacilar da vardir. Nebi
buna referans olarak; Misirli gazeteci Abdullah Nedim'in (6. 1896), somiirgecilerin Miisliimanlara
asilamaya calistiklar1 asagilik kompleksine dikkat c¢ektigine yer vermektedir. Nedim, somiirgeci
zihniyetlerin, “Bizim gibi davransaydiniz, bizim sahip olduklarimiza sahip olurdunuz.” Séylemiyle islam
ideolojisini basarisiz gostermeye calistiklarim ifade etmektedir. Somiirgeciler, iktidarlarim1 bu
ideolojiye dayandirarak, Islam’in hiikiim siirdiigii yerleri ele gecirme amacin tasimaktadirlar (Nebf,
1977,s.78).

Malik b. Nebf, bir toplumun zenginligini yalnizca sahip oldugu nesnelerle degil, lirettigi ve sahip ¢iktig1
diisiincelerle degerlendirmek gerektigini belirtmektedir. Bir toplum dogal afetler ve savaslar gibi zor,
yikici olaylarla karsilastiginda, maddi varliklarim1 tamamen kaybedebilir veya kayiplarini yeniden insa
edene kadar bu varliklardan yoksun kalabilir. Ancak bin Nebi'ye gore, eger bu toplum saglam
diisiincelere sahipse, yeniden toparlanma ve kalkinma kapasitesine de sahiptir. Nebfi, asil kaybin,
toplumun aynmi zamanda “diisiinceler diinyasina” hakimiyetini kaybetmesiyle gerceklesecegini ve
yikimin daha biiyiik olacagini ifade etmektedir. Ona gore, toplum diisiincelerini kurtarmay1 basarirsa,
her seyi kurtarmis olur ¢iinkii “nesneler diinyasin1” yeniden yapilandirma giiciinii kendinde bulacaktir.

Nebi, ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndaki Almanya ve Rusya’nin durumunu bu fikrine érnek gostermektedir. Bu
iki devlet, 6zellikle Almanya, savasin “nesneler diinyasini” hatta her seylerini yok ettigine sahit olmustu.
Ancak, iki devlet de diisiince birikimleri sayesinde sahip olduklar1 her seyi hizlica yeniden
yapilandirmay1 basarabilmistir (Nebi, 2000, s. 120).

Malik b. Nebi, New York’un da biiytlik bir deprem yasamasi sonucunda yikilmasiyla, kendisini yeniden
insa edebilecegini iddia etmektedir. Bu yeniden insa silirecini sadece mali gii¢cle degil, ayn1 zamanda
sosyal giicle basaracagini ifade etmektedir. Finansal rezervlere ait veriler goz Oniinde
bulunduruldugunda mali kaynaklar kendi basina yeterli olmayacaktir (Maskavi, 2013, s. 1143). Bu
acidan mali yatirnmlar kadar sosyal yatirimlar da 6nem tasimaktadir.

5. Sonug

Malik b. Neb?'nin iktisat ve medeniyet iizerine yaptig1 calismalar, Miisliiman toplumlarin somiirgecilik
sonrasl yasadigl ekonomik sorunlara derinlemesine bir bakis sunmaktadir. Nebi, Medeniyetin yeniden
yapilandirilmas: siirecinde, iktisadi yapilandirmanin énemine dikkat ¢cekmektedir. Burada, emegin ve
sermayenin yonlendirilmesi konusunda yeni fikirler ortaya koymakta, iktisadi yapilanmada en 6nemli
unsurlardan olan insan, toprak ve zamani kiymeti bakimindan ayrica ele almaktadir. Nebi, bu {i¢iiniin
duragan halden dinamik hale ge¢mesiyle siirdiiriilebilir bir ekonominin miimkiin olacagin
belirtmekledir.
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Nebi, Miisliimanlarin ekonomik bagimsizliklarini kazanmak icin Bati'nin kapitalist ve Marksist
yaklasimlarini taklit etmek yerine, kendi kiiltlirel ve dini degerleriyle uyumlu bir ekonomik model
gelistirmeleri gerektigini savunmaktadir. Ona goére, bu sistemler insanin manevi ve ahlaki yonlerini
goz ardi ederek, yalnizca ekonomik ve maddi kosullara odaklanmaktadir. Bu durum, insanin manevi
ihtiyaclarim karsilamaktan uzak oldugu igin, islam toplumlarinin degerleriyle uyusmamaktadir.

Malik b. Nebi ekonomik diisiincelerinde, Islami ahlaki degerlerin ve toplumsal denklemlerin énemi
vurgulamaktadir. Ona gore, ekonomik kalkinma sadece teknik bilgi ve materyal zenginlikle degil, ayni
zamanda bireylerin ve toplumun ahlaki ve manevi degerleriyle de saglanmalidir. Onun fikirleri, islam
iktisadinin sadece ekonomik kalkinma degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal ve ahlaki gelisim i¢in de bir ara¢
oldugunu gostermektedir.

Malik b. Nebi, ekonomik fikirlerin gézden gecirilmesi ve gerektiginde degistirilmesinin 6nemine dikkat
cekmektedir. Bu sayede, ekonomik politikalar toplumlarin gerceklerine daha uygun hale gelecek ve
daha etkili sonuclar elde edilebilecektir. Malik b. Nebi, Miisliiman iktisatcilarin islam hukukunu ve
ekonomik ilkeleri goz ardi etmeden, modern diinyanin ekonomik gereksinimlerine cevap verecek
coziimler iiretmeleri gerektigini belirtmektedir. Ona gére, ekonomik sorunlarin ¢éziimii, islam'in
temel prensipleri ve degerleriyle uyumlu, o6zgiin ve siirdiirtilebilir ekonomik modellerin
gelistirilmesinde yatmaktadir. Ekonominin koékenlerinin arastirilmasi sonucunda, ekonomik
kalkinmanin temelinde insan davranislarinin ve toplumsal degisimlerin yattig1 teorik sonucuna
ulasilmistir. Bu, yalnizca ekonomik kurumlarin degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal ve kiiltiirel yapilarin da
g6z 6nlinde bulundurulmasinm gerektirmektedir.

Malik b. Nebi'nin ekonomik fikirleri, toplumsal ve psikolojik doniisiimlerle desteklenmis bir ekonomik
kalkinma modelini 6nermektedir. Bu model, toplumlarin maddi ve manevi gelisimlerini bir biitiin
olarak ele alarak, stirdiiriilebilir ve dengeli bir kalkinmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Malik b. Nebi’nin fikirleri, 6zellikle Islam diinyasinin modernlesme siirecinde maruz kaldig1 zorluklara
karsi ¢oziim arayislarinda biiyiik bir 6nem tasimaktadir. Nebi’'nin ¢alismalari, sadece teorik bir bilgi
birikimi sunmaktan ibaret olmayip, bu alanda arastirma yapanlar icin ayni zamanda pratik ¢éziimler
ve uygulama alanlar1 da saglamaktadir.
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1. Introduction

Before 2010, scholarly attention to Turkiye’s relations with Africa was sparse, with limited academic
investigations noted (Karaca, 2000, Ozkan, 2008). This limited focus can largely be attributed to the
minimal substantive interactions between Tiirkiye and the majority of African nations, with the
notable exception of North African countries.! However, the onset of Tiirkiye’s proactive engagement
with the African continent in the early 2000s catalyzed a significant surge in academic interest (Balci,
2021, p. 320). The primary aim of this interest was to elucidate the motivations behind this
burgeoning relationship. Notably, Mehmet Ozkan (2010), an eminent scholar in this field, articulates
several key determinants influencing Turkish interest in Africa. The Historical and Cultural Continuity
Hypothesis posits that Tiirkiye’s enduring historical and cultural connections with Africa, tracing back
to the Ottoman Empire, positively impact its present-day interactions with the continent. The
Economic Interests Hypothesis argues that the burgeoning trade volumes and Turkish business
investments in Africa are central to Turkiye’'s augmented presence, motivated by the pursuit of new
markets and investment opportunities to bolster its economy. According to the International Influence
Hypothesis, Tirkiye’s proactive stance in Africa should be viewed as a component of a larger
geopolitical strategy aimed at amplifying its sway within international arenas, such as the United
Nations, through accrual of support from African nations. Lastly, the Development and Humanitarian
Aid Hypothesis contends that Tiirkiye's engagement is heavily influenced by its commitment to
development and humanitarian initiatives, which focus on poverty reduction, infrastructure
enhancement, and agricultural support, thereby cementing robust bilateral relations.

These assumptions are predominantly based on the official statements of political figures and analyses
of scholars in the field. For instance, the rationale behind Tiirkiye’s outreach to Africa through foreign
aid is twofold. On one hand scholars such as Donelli (2018), Belder and Dipama (2018) and Devecioglu

1 Prior to 1998, Turkish leaders made 45 official visits to the African continent, yet only seven of these were to Sub-Saharan
African nations. President Cevdet Sunay and Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan undertook official visits to Ethiopia in 1969
and Nigeria in 1996, respectively. The remaining five visits were conducted by foreign ministers and prime ministers to Kenya
in 1976, Niger in 1982, and Senegal in 1991 and 1993, all within the context of participating in multilateral meetings.

Cite as(APA 7): Balcy, A. (2024). Determinants of Tiirkiye’s relations with Africa: Insights from high-level leader visits. Turkish Journal of African Studies, 1(1),
64-90.
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(2024) postulate that Tiirkiye’s aid is driven by genuine needs and represents a form of counter-
colonial assistance, distinguishing it from Western models. This perspective aligns with the
Development and Humanitarian Aid Hypothesis, suggesting that Tiirkiye is motivated by a desire to
support African nations in need. On the other hand, scholars like Langan (2017, Stambgl and Berger,
2023) contend that Tirkiye is striving to forge a new foreign policy identity as a ‘virtuous power’, in
stark contrast to the historical European imperial ‘Other’, through its aid initiatives. While this notion
does not directly correlate with the International Influence Hypothesis, it implies that Tirkiye is
seeking to attain a renewed status in international relations by providing aid to Africa. Subjecting
these ideas to a stringent empirical test through the analysis of Tiirkiye’s high-level leadership visits to
Africa could potentially reexamine their intricate nuances. Nevertheless, such empirical scrutiny may
elucidate which concept possesses greater explanatory capacity in deciphering Tiirkiye’s motivations
behind its engagement with African nations.

The structure of the paper is outlined as follows: Initially, it delineates the principal assumptions
underlying Tiirkiye’s increasing engagement with African nations over the past twenty-five years.
Subsequently, the paper introduces the dataset comprising Tiirkiye’s high-level visits to African
countries, accompanied by descriptive statistics and visual representations such as figures and tables.
Thereafter, the methodology of the paper is described, detailing the model employed and discussing
the statistical outcomes derived from it. In conclusion, the paper engages in a discussion of the
implications stemming from its key findings.

2. Tiirkiye’s Motivations for Africa

The scholarly discourse encompasses numerous theories regarding the causes of Tiirkiye’s increasing
interest in Africa. Nonetheless, empirical investigation of some of these theories poses a challenge. For
instance, Donelli (2018, Parlar Dal, Kursun, and Mehmetcik, 2018, p. 68) posits that a key motivation
behind Tirkiye’s recent engagement with African nations is the pursuit of increased operational
autonomy from its traditional Western allies. In conjunction with this, it is argued that shifts in both
international and regional contexts (such as Tiirkiye’s challenges with EU accession and the
ascendancy of the Global South) serve as external determinants shaping Tiirkiye’s African policy. If we
consider the year 2010 as a pivotal point for both Tiirkiye’s stagnated relations with the EU and the
rise of the Global South, a comparative analysis of visits before and after this date could potentially
illuminate the impact of these structural dynamics on Tiirkiye’s interest in Africa. However, this
empirical design’s selection of 2010 as the critical year is somewhat arbitrary, given the multiple
periods of stagnation in Tiirkiye’s relations with the EU and the lack of a clear demarcation for the
onset of the Global South’s rise. Therefore, the specific determinants intrinsic to the Tirkiye-Africa
relationship are more suitable for empirical evaluation. While external dynamics may shed light on
Tirkiye’'s approach to Africa as a whole, they are inadequate in elucidating the selective intensity of
Tirkiye's interactions with specific African nations. The ensuing section of this paper, therefore,
elaborates on the dyadic factors influencing the relationship between Tiirkiye and individual African
nations.

The most prevalent hypothesis in the literature is the Economic Interests Hypothesis, which posits that
Tirkiye’s engagement with Africa is driven by the imperative to explore new markets for sustaining its
economic growth and market demands (Tepeciklioglu, Tepeciklioglu, and Karabiyik, 2023; Calabrese,
2022; Yilmaz, 2020; Parlar Dal and Dipama, 2020; ngahin, and C)Z§ahin, 2020; Eyrice-Tepecikliogluy,
2017; Cannon, 2017; Dogan and Tung, 2015). As Tirkiye experienced economic growth and a shift in
its social structures, notably with the emergence of a new middle class, the Turkish private business
sector began to expand its interests in Africa (Cannon, 2016, p. 106; Bayram, 2022, p. 78; Aras, 2013;
Karaoguz and Giirbliz, 2021). Consequently, Turkish governments aligned with these evolving
economic dynamics, seeking new markets to secure electoral and ideological support (Cannon, 2016,
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p. 106; Parlar Dal, Kursun and Mehmetcik, 2018, p. 68). The fact that a large delegation of businessmen
accompanied official state visits is an indication of the desire to develop economic and commercial
relations (Erdag, 2019, p. 334). In 2003, the Under-secretariat for Foreign Trade published a strategy
document on the Development of the Economic Relations with African countries. In this strategy
document, aims are clearly stated as “to increase the share of Tiirkiye in the total trade volume of
African countries up to 3% in three years (the share of Turkiye in the total trade volume of Africa
which is 567 billion dollars in 2005 is 2.1%), to open way for our small and medium sized enterprises
so that they can penetrate into the region countries, to make either joint investments or direct Turkish
investments with the relevant countries in Africa in order to increase the competitive power of
Tirkiye in certain sectors” (Quoted in Kizilarslan, 2009, p. 20).

The Historical and Cultural Continuity Hypothesis posits that the Tirkiye-Africa relationship extends
beyond trade volume or substantial investments (Stambgl and Berger, 2023, p. 504). Tiirkiye’s efforts
in renovating Ottoman-era towns, edifices, and mosques across Africa buttress its ideational discourse
regarding ancestral ties and Islamic solidarity. For instance, Ozkan and Akgiin (2010, p. 538; Donelli,
2019) maintain that “the policy of opening up to Africa would lack completeness and durability in the
absence of religious connections, which are intrinsically tied to the Ottoman legacy.” The Development
and Humanitarian Aid Hypothesis asserts that Tiirkiye's interest in Africa is motivated by the
humanitarian necessities of the continent (Ilgit, 2023: p. 222; Fakuade, 2023; Bayram, 2022, p. 79; Alj,
2011; Hasimi, 2014; Gok, 2021; Turhan, 2021; ipek, 2021; Aras and Akpinar, 2015, Devecioglu, 2024).
Keyman and Sazak (2014), envisioning Turkiye as a “Humanitarian State,” argue that Tiirkiye is
distinct from both conventional and new donors concerning its humanitarian engagement with
conflict-affected and fragile states. Proponents of this humanitarian perspective point out that
Tiirkiye’s main aid agency, TIKA, is secular in its operations, as evidenced by the substantial portion of
its activities in Ethiopia in 2005, which lacked any religious underpinning (Bayer and Keyman, 2012, p.
78; Demirtas and Piringgi, 2024, p. 108). In May 2011, Tiirkiye hosted the 4th United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, with the participation of Turkish and African business
groups and civil society organizations (Ipek and Baytekin, 2013, p. 133). This and other similar
political actions by Tiirkiye strengthen the humanitarian hypothesis.

Finally, the International Influence Hypothesis articulates a transformation in Turkish foreign policy,
marking a transition “from a passive pro-Western state to an active and constructive participant in
global affairs” (Ozkan and Akgiin, 2010, p. 526). As Ankara seeks to establish itself as a formidable
global presence (Balci, 2024, p. 84-88), it cannot afford to neglect the emerging influence of Africa,
necessitating the forging of stronger connections with the continent (Donelli and Gonzalez-Levaggi,
2016). With African nations increasingly asserting themselves in the sphere of global governance
(Gray and Murphy, 2015), they have become focal points for Tiirkiye’s ambition to exert greater
influence on the world stage. Consequently, Tiirkiye has intensified its involvement with African
regional organizations. Such active engagement not only bolsters Tiirkiye’s regional profile in Africa
but also enhances its global stature in international forums (Siradag, 2020, p. 531).

3. Tiirkiye’s High-level Visits to Africa

In contrast to many other topics in Turkish foreign policy, data-driven studies are relatively prevalent
concerning Tiirkiye's engagement with Africa, covering areas such as humanitarian aid (Mehmetcik,
2018; Mugurtay, 2022) and Turkish Airlines’ flight routes (Selcuk, 2013 and 2023; Némeckova and
Varkockova, 2024). One significant contribution to this field is the dataset on Turkish leaders’
(presidents and prime ministers) visits to Africa between 2002 and 2020, compiled by Tepeciklioglu,
Eyrice-Tepeciklioglu, and Karabiyik (2023, p. 7). However, this dataset is not publicly accessible. Using
this data, the authors assessed the impact of these visits on Tiirkiye’s export opportunities but found
no statistically significant effects (Tepeciklioglu, Eyrice-Tepeciklioglu, and Karabiyik, 2023, p. 10).
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Departing from the approach of treating high-level visits as an independent variable, our study instead
examines the factors that shape Turkish leaders’ visits to Africa, considering these visits as the
dependent variable. Since the distribution and direction of high-level leader visits provide a significant
indicator of which countries are perceived as important (Balci, 2024b and 2024c), it is analytically
sound to treat these visits as a dependent variable to evaluate how various determinants shape
Tirkiye’s prioritization of African nations. Over the past quarter-century, Ankara’s engagement with
the African continent has been characterized by significant variation in its geographical distribution.
For example, countries such as Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Congo have not hosted visits from
Turkish presidents or prime ministers, whereas North African nations have consistently been
prioritized as destinations for high-level delegations. This asymmetrical pattern underscores the
utility of leader visits as a robust indicator for assessing the influence of potential determinants on
Tirkiye’s strategic interests in Africa. To this end, the study utilizes the most recent publicly available
dataset, curated by Balci and Pulat (2024), which documents all foreign travels by Turkish presidents
and prime ministers from 1989 to 2022. By focusing specifically on visits to African nations, this
analysis seeks to elucidate the determinants driving Turkish leaders’ engagements with the continent.

Figure 1
Map of Turkish Leaders’ Travels to African Nations, 1989-2022

Between 1989 and 2022 (see Figure 1), Turkish presidents and prime ministers made 91 visits to
African countries. Of these, 14 occurred before 1998, which is when the Africa Opening policy was
officially declared. Out of the 91 visits, 72 were official, with 62 of these occurring after 1997. There
were 17 multilateral visits, 13 of which were after 1997, and 2 goodwill visits, both after 1997. Of the
total visits, 60 were by presidents (52 after 1997) and 31 by prime ministers (25 after 1997). Among
these 91 visits, 48 (37 after 1997) were to North African countries, including Egypt (23 visits), Tunisia
(9), Algeria (6), Libya (5), and Morocco (5). Excluding North African countries, Turkish leaders made
43 visits to other African countries between 1989 and 2022. Of these visits, only three occurred before
1998: two were to Senegal for Islamic Conference summits, and one was an official visit to Nigeria. The
substantial interest in the sub-Saharan region began in March 2005, marked by official visits to
Ethiopia and South Africa. These visits were part of then-Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
Africa tour. Of the 40 visits to sub-Saharan countries after 1997, 6 were multilateral, while 34 were
official. In sub-Saharan Africa, Senegal is the most frequented destination, with a total of 9 visits by
Turkish leaders. Of these, 3 were multilateral. South Africa follows with 5 visits, including 2
multilateral ones. Notably, Senegal received 6 official visits, all of which occurred after 2011.
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Figure 2
The Frequency of Turkish Leader Visits to African Nations, 1989-2022
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From the raw data, we can deduce three significant insights. Firstly, the Southern Africa region is the
least favored destination for Tirkiye’s high-level leaders. Eighteen countries within continental Africa
have yet to receive any high-level leader visits from Tiirkiye. Out of the 54 countries in Africa, 26
recevived either prime ministerial or presidential visits from Tirkiye. Secondly, high-level visits to
African nations seem to be sporadic and not part of an established diplomatic routine (Balci and Pulat,
2024, p. 4). Thirdly, the distribution of Turkish leaders’ visits to African nations is disproportionately
weighted towards North African countries. This inclination is depicted in Figure 2, which shows Egypt
as the most visited country, followed by Tunisia and Libya. The frequency diminishes progressively for
other nations, indicating a possible strategic or geopolitical preference in Tiirkiye’s foreign relations
approach towards North African countries.

4. Determinants of Turkish Visits to Africa

What determines the distribution of Turkish leaders’ foreign visits to African nations? The explanatory
power of existing hypotheses in accounting for these visit patterns warrants examination. To test the
Economic Interests Hypothesis—which suggests that Tiirkiye’s engagement with Africa is motivated by
the search for new markets for Turkish products—we posit that Turkish leaders are more likely to
visit countries with larger populations and higher GDP per capita. In the literature on leader visits,
several studies have employed population size as an indicator of market opportunities, with findings
indicating a higher likelihood of receiving visits from Chinese presidents and premiers in more
populous nations (Wang and Stone, 2023, p. 217, 219; Li, 2015, p. 498; Chen, 2023, p. 174; Balci,
2024a). It is thus hypothesized that Turkish leaders will similarly find populous and economically
robust African countries to be more attractive destinations, aligning with a focus on market
opportunities. Hence, relevant market-related variables include both population and GDP per capita.

To assess the Historical and Cultural Continuity Hypothesis, we examine the religious affinity between
Tirkiye and African nations. There is a tendency for leaders to visit countries with shared ethnic,
religious, and cultural identities, as well as similar ideologies (Yan and Zhou, 2023). Balc1 and Pulat
(2024, p. 8-9; Koktas, 2018) highlight a positive and significant correlation between Turkish leaders’
visits and states characterized by Turkic, European, or Muslim identities. Reflecting this literature, we
posit that a shared historical legacy under the Ottoman Empire and common religious beliefs
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(membership to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, OIC) may influence the travel decisions of
Turkish leaders within Africa. In evaluating the Development and Humanitarian Aid Hypothesis, we
consider the poverty levels of African nations. Recognizing that poverty often correlates with GDP per
capita, we instead focus on the undernourishment in these countries. We introduce a binary variable
that assigns ‘1’ to nations with a prevalence of undernourishment higher than the Africa Eastern and
Southern average (percentage of the population) and ‘0’ to those below this threshold. The World
Bank (2023) provides data on the prevalence of undernourishment (percentage of the population) for
the period from 2001 to 2021, from which we calculate the mean value of this indicator.

Lastly, the International Influence Hypothesis posits a shift in Turkish foreign policy towards greater
autonomy from the US-led order and an increased role in global governance. To examine this, we
consider the voting alignment of African countries with the US in the UN General Assembly (Bailey,
Strezhnev, and Voeten, 2017), and the UN Security Council (UNSC) membership of these nations. We
hypothesize that Tirkiye’s pursuit of autonomy incentivizes visits to countries that are politically
distant from the US. Furthermore, we anticipate that African countries’ elevation to prominent
international platforms, the UNSC, heightens their appeal to Turkish leaders. To account for
extraneous variables, we control for the geographical distance between the Turkish capital and African
capitals (Mayer and Zignago, 2011), as well as the natural resources of the African countries.
Considering Tiirkiye’s status as a developing nation, its motivations may extend beyond market
interests to include securing natural resources for its burgeoning industry. These hypotheses
regarding the determinants of Tiirkiye’s high-level foreign visits to African countries are tested using
probit regression models of those visits spanning 22 years after the Cold War (1998-2020).

Table 1 reports the main results of our econometric model. The positive and statistically significant
coefficients for “log_population” and “log_gdp_per_capita” across all categories indicate that countries
with larger populations and higher GDP per capita are more likely to receive visits from Turkish
leaders. This finding supports the hypothesis that market opportunities significantly influence the
decision-making process for Turkish visits. Additionally, the negative coefficients for “resource_pct”
reinforce the emphasis on Tiirkiye’s market priorities. The variables “oic_ member” and “ottoman”
exhibit positive coefficients, with “ottoman” being statistically significant in official and presidential
visit models. This suggests that countries historically connected to the Ottoman Empire are more likely
to receive high-level visits, aligning with the hypothesis that historical ties influence Turkish foreign
engagement patterns. The variable “lag_idealpointdistance,” which measures the political distance
between African countries and the US, shows negative coefficients, significant in official and
presidential visits. This indicates that countries more politically aligned with the US are less likely to
receive visits from Turkish presidents, partially supporting the hypothesis that Tirkiye seeks to visit
countries representing a shift toward greater autonomy from the US-led order.
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Table 1

Probit Regression Results of Tiirkiye’s African Interest (Presidential, and Prime Ministerial Visits)

All Africa Sub-Saharan Africa
all_visits all_Official_visits president_official pr.minis_official all_visits all_Official_visits president_official pr.minis_official
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
oic_member 0.144 0.207 0.115 0.339 0.215 0.275 0.199 0.426
(0.157) (0.168) (0.182) (0.304) (0.164) (0.176) (0.187) (0.352)
ottoman 0.445 0.653** 0.834** 0.042 0.967** 1.058** 1.106** -2.866
(0.278) (0.290) (0.335) (0.413) (0.405) (0.416) (0.431) -332.880
log_population 0.355***  (0.360%** 0.364%** 0.259%** 0.395%**  0.401*** 0.370%** 0.328***
(0.057) (0.061) (0.072) (0.088) (0.061) (0.066) (0.073) (0.106)
log_gdp_per_capita 0.305%**  0.274*** 0.168* 0.332%** 0.359***  0.334*** 0.279*** 0.332**
(0.073) (0.079) (0.089) (0.127) (0.083) (0.090) (0.099) (0.156)
resource_pct -0.008 -0.007 -0.016* 0.001 -0.004 -0.003 -0.008 0.009
(0.006) (0.006) (0.008) (0.008) (0.008) (0.009) (0.011) (0.014)
lag idealpointdistance -0.266 -0.329* -0.583*** 0.064 -0.189 -0.256 -0.485** 0.286
(0.167) (0.181) (0.217) (0.249) (0.200) (0.216) (0.246) (0.350)
UNSC_Membership -0.116 -0.056 -0.096 0.168 -0.207 -0.233 -0.215 -0.133
(0.230) (0.238) (0.274) (0.297) (0.297) (0.320) (0.348) (0.498)
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undernourishment -0.045 0.007 0.080 -0.196 -0.115 -0.071 0.006 -0.207
(0.191)  (0.202) (0.217) (0.405) (0.208) (0.221) (0.235) (0.447)
log_distance -0.345 -0.190 -0.119 -0.460 -0.028 0.009 0.010 0.185
(0262)  (0.271) (0.300) (0.387) (0.375) (0.396) (0.439) (0.682)
Constant -5.763*  -6.910** -6.068* -5.426 -9.812%%  -10.003** -8.415* -12.944*
-2.971 -3.107 -3.464 -4.559 -3.839 -4.044 -4.370 -7.321
Observations 1,36 1360 1360 1360 1211 1211 1211 1211
Log Likelihood -255.781  -223.776 -171.767 -100.077 -176.994  -152.237 -124.603 -48.141
Akaike Inf. Crit. 531.562  467.551 363.534 220.154 373.989  324.474 269.207 116.282

Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01
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“UNSC_Membership,” referring to whether an African country holds membership in the United Nations
Security Council, shows negative coefficients across all categories in the regression model. However,
these coefficients are not statistically significant, suggesting insufficient evidence to conclude that
UNSC Membership impacts the likelihood of receiving a visit from Turkish leaders significantly.
Similarly, the coefficient for “undernourishment” is not statistically significant in most categories,
indicating that the prevalence of undernourishment in African nations is not a strong predictor of
Turkish visits. This finding does not support the hypothesis that Tiirkiye’s presidential and prime
ministerial visits are significantly influenced by the level of humanitarian needs. In summary, the
findings affirm the first hypothesis regarding economic factors influencing Turkish diplomatic visits to
Africa. They partially support the second and third hypotheses related to ideational motivations and
foreign policy shifts, while not confirming the fourth hypothesis concerning humanitarian
considerations.

5. Conclusion

In 2010, Ozkan and Akgiin (2010, p. 534) wrote that “Tiirkiye’s Africa policy does not seem to give
priority to any region or a group of states”. Unlike such sweeping generalizations, our quantitative
investigation suggests some priorities for Turkish leaders in their travel plans to Africa. The analytical
results of the study present a nuanced picture of the determinants influencing Turkish leaders’ visits
to African nations. The Economic Interests Hypothesis and the Historical and Cultural Continuity
Hypothesis receive robust empirical support, as indicated by the statistically significant coefficients for
variables such as population size, GDP per capita, and historical ties. This underscores the propensity
of Turkish leaders to visit larger and economically stronger nations, as well as those with shared
historical connections. Conversely, the International Influence Hypothesis is only partially
substantiated. While the foreign policy shift did show some significance, indicating a tendency for
Tirkiye to engage with countries less aligned with US interests, the lack of significant results for UNSC
Membership suggests that seeking international influence may not be a pivotal factor in Turkish
diplomatic strategies.

The Development and Humanitarian Aid Hypothesis does not receive empirical support from the
regression analysis, as the variable representing humanitarian challenges—undernourishment—fails
to significantly influence the patterns of Turkish leaders’ visits. This is further reinforced by the
positive association with the ‘log_gdp_per_capita’ variable, indicating a tendency for Turkish leaders to
prioritize visits to wealthier African nations. Contrary to case studies focusing on countries like
Somalia, our comprehensive analysis based on presidential and prime ministerial visits finds no
evidence to suggest that humanitarian concerns are a significant driver of Tiirkiye’s foreign policy
across Africa. While Tiirkiye may prioritize humanitarian aid in specific instances such as Somalia,
these actions do not appear to represent a generalizable policy approach throughout the continent.
However, when analyzing foreign ministerial visits exclusively, the undernourishment coefficient
becomes significant and positively impacts Tiirkiye’s engagement in sub-Saharan Africa (see Appendix
1, Model 5). This finding is particularly notable given that Tiirkiye’s humanitarian assistance to African
nations is a prominent topic in domestic political discourse. In practice, however, this humanitarian
aspect of Tiirkiye’s engagement with Africa seems to be delegated to bureaucratic visits rather than
being highlighted through symbolic leadership visits.
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Appendix 1

Probit Regression Results of Tiirkiye’s Sub-Saharan Africa Interest (Presidents, Prime Ministers, and Foreign
Ministers)

all_visits all_Official_visits president_official pr.minis_official fm_official
1 2 3 4 5
oic_member 0.332%* 0.285 0.320 0.321 0.235
(0.165) (0.173) (0.209) (0.363) (0.230)
ottoman 0.868** 0.926** 1.119** -2.781 0.493
(0.379) (0.385) (0.447) -334.976 (0.484)
log_population 0.383*** 0.377*** 0.382%** 0.326%** 0.3071***
(0.061) (0.065) (0.077) (0.110) (0.090)
log_gdp_per_capita 0.393*** 0.370%** 0.351%** 0.330%* 0.268**
(0.083) (0.088) (0.109) (0.158) (0.119)
resource_pct 0.004 0.005 0.002 0.012 -0.004
(0.007) (0.008) (0.009) (0.014) (0.011)
lag idealpointdistance  -0.258 -0.297 -0.618** 0.389 -0.035
(0.197) (0.211) (0.275) (0.362) (0.260)
UNSC_Membership -0.244 -0.257 -0.179 -0.070 -4.367
(0.295) (0.316) (0.359) (0.499) -260.481
undernourishment 0.143 0.191 0.230 -0.222 0.517*
(0.196) (0.205) (0.253) (0.460) (0.265)
log_distance -0.301 -0.364 -0.047 0.130 -0.458
(0.355) (0.372) (0.461) (0.700) (0.449)
Constant -7.509** -6.686* -8.554* -12.794* -5.114
-3.644 -3.806 -4.526 -7.531 -4.765
Observations 1,211 1,211 1,211 1,211 1,211
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Appendix 1 (Continued)

Log Likelihood -181.838 -158.551 -105.721 -43.906 -85.911

Akaike Inf. Crit. 383.676 337.101 231.441 107.812 191.823

Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01

Appendix 2

Turkish Presidential and Prime Ministerial Visits to African Nations

Year Leader Status Country Start Date End Date Day Purpose

1989 Turgut Prime Tunisia 21.05.1989 23.05.1989 3 Official
Ozal Minister

1990 Turgut President  Egypt 16.10.1990 17.10.1990 2 Official
Ozal

1991 Turgut President  Senegal 8.12.1991 13.12.1991 6 Multilateral
Ozal

1992 Turgut President  Egypt 5.12.1992 9.12.1992 5 Official
Ozal

1993 Turgut President  Senegal 10.01.1993 12.01.1993 3 Multilateral
Ozal

1994 Sileyman President  Egypt 7.05.1994 7.05.1994 1 Official
Demirel

1994 Tansu Prime Morocco 30.10.1994 7.11.1994 9 Multilateral
Ciller Minister

1994 Tansu Prime Egypt 5.11.1994 7.11.1994 3 Official
Ciller Minister

1994 Sileyman President = Morocco 12.12.1994 14.12.1994 3 Multilateral
Demirel

1996 Silleyman President  Egypt 19.03.1996 19.03.1996 1 Official
Demirel

1996 Necmettin Prime Egypt 2.10.1996 4.10.1996 3 Official
Erbakan Minister

1996 Necmettin Prime Libya 4.10.1996 6.10.1996 3 Official
Erbakan Minister

1996 Necmettin Prime Nigeria 6.10.1996 8.10.1996 3 Official
Erbakan Minister

1997 Sileyman President Egypt 16.09.1997 16.09.1997 1 Official

Demirel
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Appendix 2 (Continued)

1998 Sileyman President  Tunisia 4.05.1998 5.05.1998 Official
Demirel

1999 Sileyman President  Algeria 25.01.1999 26.01.1999 Official
Demirel

1999 Siileyman President  Morocco 25.07.1999 25.07.1999 Goodwill
Demirel

1999 Sileyman President  Egypt 26.07.1999 26.07.1999 Official
Demirel

2001 Ahmet President  Egypt 24.02.2001 25.02.2001 Multilateral
Necdet
Sezer

2002 Ahmet President  South Africa 1.09.2002 5.09.2002 Multilateral
Necdet
Sezer

2003 Abdullah  Prime Egypt 4.01.2003 6.01.2003 Official
Gil Minister

2003 Ahmet President  Tunisia 15.05.2003 16.05.2003 Official
Necdet
Sezer

2004 Recep Prime Egypt 12.11.2004 12.11.2004 Goodwill
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2005 Recep Prime Ethiopia 2.03.2005 3.03.2005 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2005 Recep Prime Tunisia 28.03.2005 29.03.2005 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2005 Recep Prime Morocco 30.03.2005 31.03.2005 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2005 Ahmet President  Egypt 26.12.2005 27.12.2005 Official
Necdet
Sezer

2005 Recep Prime South Africa 3.03.2005 5.03.2005 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan
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2006 Recep Prime Egypt 20.05.2006 21.05.2006 Multilateral
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2006 Recep Prime Algeria 22.05.2006 23.05.2006 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2007 Recep Prime Ethiopia 28.01.2007 30.01.2007 Multilateral
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2008 Abdullah  President Egypt 14.01.2008 16.01.2008 Official
Gl

2008 Abdullah  President Senegal 13.03.2008 14.03.2008 Multilateral
Gl

2009 Recep Prime Egypt 1.01.2009 1.01.2009 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2009 Abdullah  President Egypt 18.01.2009 18.01.2009 Multilateral
Gl

2009 Abdullah  President Egypt 15.07.2009 15.07.2009 Multilateral
Gl

2009 Recep Prime Libya 23.11.2009 25.11.2009 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2009 Abdullah  President Kenya 20.02.2009 22.02.2009 Official
Gl

2010 Abdullah  President = Cameroon 16.03.2010 17.03.2010 Official
Gl

2010 Recep Prime Libya 27.03.2010 28.03.2010 Multilateral
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2010 Abdullah  President Egypt 20.07.2010 21.07.2010 Official
Giil

2010 Recep Prime Libya 29.11.2010 30.11.2010 Multilateral
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2010 Abdullah  President  Nigeria 7.07.2010 9.07.2010 Multilateral
Gil
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Appendix 2 (Continued)

2011 Abdullah  President  Gabon 24.03.2011 26.03.2011 Official
Gl

2011 Abdullah  President  Ghana 23.03.2011 24.03.2011 Official
Gil

2011 Abdullah  President Egypt 3.03.2011 3.03.2011 Official
Gl

2011 Recep Prime Egypt 12.09.2011 14.09.2011 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2011 Recep Prime Tunisia 15.09.2011 16.09.2011 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2011 Recep Prime Libya 16.09.2011 16.09.2011 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2011 Recep Prime Somalia 19.08.2011 19.08.2011 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2011 Recep Prime South Africa 3.10.2011 5.10.2011 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2012 Abdullah  President  Tunisia 7.03.2012 9.03.2012 Official
Gl

2012 Recep Prime Egypt 17.11.2012 18.11.2012 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2012 Recep Prime Senegal 22.06.2012 22.06.2012 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2013 Recep Prime Gabon 6.01.2013 8.01.2013 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan

2013 Abdullah  President Egypt 5.02.2013 7.02.2013 Official
Gl

2013 Abdullah  President Egypt 5.02.2013 7.02.2013 Multilateral
Giil

2013 Recep Prime Morocco 3.06.2013 4.06.2013 Official
Tayyip Minister
Erdogan
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2013

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

Prime
Minister

Algeria

4.06.2013

5.06.2013

Official

2013

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

Prime
Minister

Tunisia

5.06.2013

6.06.2013

Official

2013

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

Prime
Minister

Senegal

9.01.2013

11.01.2013

Official

2014

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Equatorial Guinea

20.11.2014

21.11.2014

Multilateral

2014

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Algeria

19.11.2014

20.11.2014

Official

2015

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Djibouti

23.01.2015

25.01.2015

Official

2015

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Ethiopia

21.01.2015

23.01.2015

Official

2015

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Somalia

25.01.2015

25.01.2015

Official

2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Ghana

1.03.2016

1.03.2016

Official

2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Guinea

3.03.2016

3.03.2016

Official

2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Kenya

2.06.2016

2.06.2016

Official

2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Nigeria

2.03.2016

2.03.2016

Official

2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Senegal

5.02.2016

5.02.2016

Official
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2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Somalia

3.06.2016

3.06.2016

Official

2016

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Uganda

1.06.2016

1.06.2016

Official

2017

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Chad

26.12.2017

26.12.2017

Official

2017

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Madagascar

25.01.2017

25.01.2017

Official

2017

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Mozambique

24.01.2017

24.01.2017

Official

2017

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Tunisia

27.12.2017

27.12.2017

Official

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Mali

2.03.2018

2.03.2018

Official

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Mauritania

28.02.2018

28.02.2018

Official

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Senegal

1.03.2018

1.03.2018

Official

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Algeria

26.02.2018

28.02.2018

Official

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

South Africa

2.05.2018

3.05.2018

Official

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

South Africa

25.07.2018

27.07.2018

Multilateral

2018

Recep

Tayyip
Erdogan

President

Zambia

28.07.2018

28.07.2018

Official
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2019 Recep President  Tunisia 25.12.2019 25.12.2019 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2020 Recep President  Senegal 28.01.2020 28.01.2020 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2020 Recep President  Algeria 26.01.2020 26.01.2020 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2021 Recep President  Angola 17.10.2021 18.10.2021 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2021 Recep President  Nigeria 20.10.2021 20.10.2021 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2021 Recep President  Togo 19.10.2021 19.10.2021 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2022 Recep President  Senegal 21.02.2022 22.02.2022 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

2023 Recep President  Algeria 21.11.2023 21.11.2023 Official
Tayyip
Erdogan

Appendix 3

Turkish Foreign Ministerial Visits to African Nations

No Leader Status Country Start Date End Date Day Purpose

1989 Mesut Foreign Minister Egypt 7.02.1989 10.02.1989 4 Official
Yilmaz

1989 Mesut Foreign Minister = Morocco 24.07.1989 26.07.1989 3 Official
Yilmaz

1990  Ali Bozer Foreign Minister Egypt 27.08.1990 28.08.1990 2 Official

1990  Ali Bozer Foreign Minister Egypt 31.07.1990 5.08.1990 6 Multilateral

1991  A.Kurtcebe Foreign Minister Egypt 13.02.1991 15.02.1991 3 Official
Alptemogin
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1991  A.Kurtcebe Foreign Minister Libya 22.03.1991 24.03.1991 Official
Alptemogin

1991  A.Kurtcebe Foreign Minister ~Morocco 29.05.1991 2.06.1991 Official
Alptemocgin

1991 Hikmet Foreign Minister Senegal 9.12.1991 12.12.1991 Multilateral
Cetin

1993  Hikmet Foreign Minister  Algeria 30.03.1993 31.03.1993 Official
Cetin

1993  Hikmet Foreign Minister =~ Tunisia 1.04.1993 3.04.1993 Official
Cetin

1993  Hikmet Foreign Minister Egypt 25.12.1993 26.12.1993 Official
Cetin

1994 Miimtaz Foreign Minister =~ Morocco 30.10.1994 1.11.1994 Multilateral
Soysal

1994 Miimtaz Foreign Minister Egypt 5.11.1994 7.11.1994 Official
Soysal

1994 Miimtaz Foreign Minister = Morocco 10.12.1994 11.12.1994 Official
Soysal

1995  Erdal inénii  Foreign Minister ~ Tunisia 28.07.1995 29.07.1995 Multilateral

1998 Ismail Cem  Foreign Minister Egypt 20.03.1998 23.03.1998 Official

1999 Ismail Cem  Foreign Minister ~Egypt 25.07.1999 26.07.1999 Official

2000 ismailCem  Foreign Minister ~Morocco 6.02.2000 9.02.2000 Official

2000 IsmailCem  Foreign Minister Algeria 20.04.2000 22.04.2000 Official

2000 ismail Cem  Foreign Minister Tunisia 23.03.2000 26.03.2000 Official

2001 ismailCem  Foreign Minister ~Sudan 9.01.2001 10.01.2001 Official

2001 ismailCem  Foreign Minister Libya 20.01.2001 21.01.2001 Official

2003  Yasar Yakis Foreign Minister Egypt ..01.2003 ..01.2003 Official

2005  Abdullah Foreign Minister  Algeria 9.04.2005 10.04.2005 Official
Gil
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2006  Abdullah Foreign Minister  Tunisia 16.03.2006 18.03.2006 Official
Gl

2007  Abdullah Foreign Minister Egypt 3.03.2007 4.03.2007 Multilateral
Gl

2007 AliBabacan Foreign Minister Egypt 17.10.2007 18.10.2007 Official

2008 AliBabacan Foreign Minister Senegal 10.03.2008 11.03.2008 Multilateral

2008  AliBabacan Foreign Minister Mauritania 9.03.2008 9.03.2008 Official

2008 AliBabacan Foreign Minister Egypt 27.06.2008 28.06.2008 Multilateral

2008  AliBabacan Foreign Minister Uganda 18.06.2008 20.06.2008 Multilateral

2009 AliBabacan Foreign Minister Egypt 1.01.2009 1.01.2009 Official

2009 AliBabacan Foreign Minister Egypt 18.01.2009 18.01.2009 Multilateral

2009 AliBabacan Foreign Minister Egypt 1.03.2009 2.03.2009 Multilateral

2009 Ahmet Foreign Minister Egypt 1.09.2009 3.09.2009 Official
Davutoglu

2009 Ahmet Foreign Minister Egypt 9.09.2009 9.09.2009 Multilateral
Davutoglu

2010 Ahmet Foreign Minister Egypt 2.03.2010 3.03.2010 Official
Davutoglu

2011  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Tunisia 21.02.2011 21.02.2011 Official
Davutoglu

2011  Ahmet Foreign Minister = Morocco .11.2011 .11.2011 Official
Davutoglu

2011  Ahmet Foreign Minister = Morocco .11.2011 .11.2011 Multilateral
Davutoglu

2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Ethiopia 29.01.2012 30.01.2012 Multilateral
Davutoglu

2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Ethiopia 29.01.2012 30.01.2012 Official
Davutoglu

2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Djibouti 14.11.2012 16.11.2012 Multilateral
Davutoglu
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2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister =~ Somalia 14.11.2012 14.11.2012 Official
Davutoglu

2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Djibouti 14.11.2012 15.11.2012 Official
Davutoglu

2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Ethiopia 15.11.2012 15.11.2012 Official
Davutoglu

2012  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Eritrea 16.11.2012 16.11.2012 Official
Davutoglu

2014  Ahmet Foreign Minister  Algeria 28.05.2014 29.05.2014 Multilateral
Davutoglu

2014  Ahmet Foreign Minister = Tanzania 30.05.2014 31.05.2014 Official
Davutoglu

2014  Mevlit Foreign Minister  Algeria 18.11.2014 19.11.2014 Official
Cavusoglu

2014  Mevliit Foreign Minister ~ Equatorial 19.11.2014 21.11.2014 Multilateral
Cavusoglu Guinea

2015 Mevliit Foreign Minister  Ethiopia 30.01.2015 31.01.2015 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2015 Mevlit Foreign Minister = Morocco 16.12.2015 17.12.2015 Official
Cavusoglu

2016  Mevliit Foreign Minister Libya 30.05.2016 30.05.2016 Official
Cavusoglu

2016  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Rwanda 30.05.2016 31.05.2016 Official
Cavusoglu

2016  Mevliit Foreign Minister Uganda 31.05.2016 1.06.2016 Official
Cavusoglu

2016  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Kenya 1.06.2016 2.06.2016 Official
Cavusoglu

2016  Mevliit Foreign Minister =~ Somalia 2.06.2016 3.06.2016 Official
Cavusoglu
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2016  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Tunisia 29.11.2016 30.11.2016 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2016  Mevlit Foreign Minister  Tunisia 29.11.2016 30.11.2016 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevlit Foreign Minister = Tanzania 22.01.2017 23.01.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevlit Foreign Minister =~ Mozambique 23.01.2017 24.01.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevlit Foreign Minister = Madagascar  24.01.2017 25.01.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevliit Foreign Minister Ivory Coast 10.07.2017 11.07.2017 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevlit Foreign Minister Liberia 11.07.2017 11.07.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevliit Foreign Minister ~ Burkina 12.07.2017 12.07.2017 Official
Cavusoglu Fasco

2017  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Sudan 24.12.2017 25.12.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Chad 25.12.2017 26.12.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2017  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Tunisia 26.12.2017 27.12.2017 Official
Cavusoglu

2018  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Algeria 26.02.2018 28.02.2018 Official
Cavusoglu

2018  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Mauritania 28.02.2018 28.02.2018 Official
Cavusoglu

2018  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Senegal 28.02.2018 1.03.2018 Official
Cavusoglu

2018  Mevliit Foreign Minister ~ South Africa  25.07.2018 27.07.2018 Multilateral
Cavusoglu
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2018  Mevliit Foreign Minister =~ Zambia 28.07.2018 28.07.2018 Official
Cavusoglu

2018  Mevlit Foreign Minister Libya 22.12.2018 22.12.2018 Official
Cavusoglu

2018  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Tunisia 22.12.2018 24.12.2018 Official
Cavusoglu

2019  Mevlit Foreign Minister = Sudan 16.08.2019 17.08.2019 Official
Cavusoglu

2019  Mevlit Foreign Minister  Algeria 8.10.2019 9.10.2019 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister ~ Algeria 6.01.2020 7.01.2020 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevlit Foreign Minister Togo 20.07.2020 20.07.2020 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Niger 21.07.2020 21.07.2020 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Equatorial 21.07.2020 22.07.2020 Official
Cavusoglu Guinea

2020  Mevlit Foreign Minister Libya 5.08.2020 6.08.2020 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister Mali 9.09.2020 9.09.2020 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister =~ Guinea 10.09.2020 10.09.2020 Official
Cavusoglu Biss

au

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Senegal 10.09.2020 11.09.2020 Official
Cavusoglu

2020  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Niger 26.11.2020 28.11.2028 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2021  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Libya 3.05.2021 3.05.2021 Official
Cavusoglu
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2021  Mevlit Foreign Minister Libya 12.06.2021 12.06.2021 Official
Cavusoglu

2021  Mevlit Foreign Minister  Algeria 14.08.2021 15.08.2021 Official
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevlit Foreign Minister = Morocco 11.05.2022 11.05.2022 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevlit Foreign Minister = Morocco 11.05.2022 11.05.2022 Official
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevlit Foreign Minister Libya 3.10.2023 3.10.2023 Official
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevliit Foreign Minister ~ Senegal 25.10.2022 25.10.2022 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevlit Foreign Minister =~ Ghana 26.10.2022 26.10.2022 Official
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Benin 27.10.2022 27.10.2022 Official
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Morocco 23.11.2022 23.11.2022 Multilateral
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevlit Foreign Minister =~ Morocco 23.11.2022 23.11.2022 Official
Cavusoglu

2022  Mevliit Foreign Minister  Algeria 10.12.2022 11.12.2022 Official
Cavusoglu

2023  Mevliit Foreign Minister  South Africa  9.01.2023 10.01.2023 Official
Cavusoglu

2023  Mevliit Foreign Minister =~ Zimbabwe 10.01.2023 11.01.2023 Official
Cavusoglu

2023  Mevliit Foreign Minister = Rwanda 11.01.2023 12.01.2023 Official
Cavusoglu

2023  Mevliit Foreign Minister Egypt 18.03.2023 18.03.2023 Official
Cavusoglu
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2023 Hakan Foreign Minister = Egypt 13.10.2023 14.10.2023 2 Official
Fidan

2023 Hakan Foreign Minister Egypt 21.10.2023 21.10.2023 1 Multilateral
Fidan
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Marfleet’s 2006 book Refugees in a Global Era is still a goldmine for understanding the current refugee
situation, which is increasingly framed by right-wing politics in the Global North as a ‘migration crisis.’
By diving into Marfleet’s work, we quickly unravel deeper root issues that are often even caused by the
Global North, leading to movements toward refugeehood and disaster in the Global South. This is
driven by the global economic system, where the hunt for open markets creates purposely weak
economic and financial bases in Global South countries. These economic ties then affect social and
environmental degradation more widely, which in turn facilitates urges toward migration. Marfleet
correctly identifies the role of the financial institution IMF within this context: “who for years worked
closely with the architects of neoliberal reform, also believes that there is a clear pattern, arguing that
the IMF imposes models likely to stimulate both local crises and systemic problems at a global level”

(p. 54).

In Chapter 2, “Crisis and the State”, the case of Somalia is analyzed in the context of crisis and mass
displacement. Marfleet effectively summarizes the contemporary history of (post-) colonial Somalia,
illustrating how the country was embroiled in power struggles involving Ethiopia, Britain, France, and
[taly (p. 48). Marfleet emphasizes the earlier absence of economic exploitation in Somalia, noting that
colonial powers instead exploited its geographical location for strategic purposes (p. 49). This led to
excessive political domination by these powers, which, in turn, prevented clan-affiliated groups from
establishing legitimate power bases. In 1969, a coup led by Barre took place, followed by calls for the
establishment of various local power structures (p. 50). As Somalia’s internal powers increasingly
disintegrated, external influences continued to exert pressure on the country's power dynamics,
particularly through newly established financial institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank.
These external forces soon drove Somalia into economic malaise by pressuring the country to (1)
devalue its national currency, (2) become import-dependent, (3) cut government budgets, and (4) rely
on Western loans. Consequently, Somalia became heavily dependent on food aid for survival.

Despite these challenges, the World Bank paradoxically described Somalia's economic position as
having improved. Approximately two decades later, both the IMF and the World Bank cancelled the
loans they had previously pushed upon Somalia (p. 50). By that time, Somalia's central state apparatus
had already disintegrated under the influence of these financial institutions. Simultaneously, Somalia’s
strategic geographical importance diminished with the end of the Cold War, leading to further
instability. Aid and arms trade between Barre's regime and external powers ceased, further
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dismantling Somalia’s economic geography and resulting in the starvation of a quarter million Somalis.
The collapse of Barre’s government left a power vacuum, leading to Somalia being described as
‘stateless.” In response, the UN authorized the U.S.-led “Operation Restore Hope” in 1993, backed by
Western states. During that decade, over one million Somalis, out of a population of six million, became
refugees (p. 51). The case of Somalia’s mass displacement serves as a harrowing yet crucial example of
how continued Western influence over African territories led to catastrophic circumstances and
widespread refugeehood.

Later on, the book delves into a highly valuable section on the historiography of refugeehood. Chapter
5, “Rights and Refugees”, covers the fleeing Huguenots of the end of the seventeenth century as pivotal
moment in refugee rights-making. In this chapter, Huguenots are stated to be the quintessential
example of réfugiés as they were forced to flee from France’s absolutist rule that left no room for their
set of progressive characteristics (e.g., open-mindedness and logic), making them the epiphany of
finding sanctuary (pp.102-3). However, it was rather their ‘usefulness’ to their host societies as
productive laborers within mercantilist principles that led them to be deemed ‘the perfect refugees,’
and it was on this basis that host societies in Northwestern Europe accepted them (p. 104). The
Huguenots were economic assets, which led to them being encouraged to embark on commercial
ventures upon their arrival. That same entrepreneurial mindset imposed on refugees is reflected in
modern developments within refugee camps in the Global South, where refugees are primarily
prepped for business-making endeavors. Furthermore, the Huguenots belonged to these nations -
such as Ireland, Britain, The Netherlands and Switzerland - because of their culturally suited
characteristic: they were Protestant.

These North-Western European countries thus provided sanctuary to the Huguenots and accepted
them as their so-called réfugiés. “The idea of sanctuary/asylum has an ancient lineage: the idea of the
refugee is, however, a modern notion. It is intimately linked to the ideas about rights and to the
concept of the nation-state” (p.98). The notion of belonging to a certain nation, and the associated
‘Othering’ of outsiders from that nations and nationality, arose around 1950 (p.120). This is an
important historical development that Marfleet covers, sketching a full picture of the now normalized
context wherein refugees and migrants are viewed as an ‘outsider race’ to the much-protected nation-
state. The development is connected to European race pseudoscience that supported such ideas with
theories and ‘evidence’. It is truly insightful of Marfleet to connect current connotations of
refugeehood to the history of racial discrimination, as it was then and there that this so-called science
became intertwined with national politics, as it “was infused with ideas about national belonging and
with fear of the alien” (p.120).

The book then continues with the “Age of Exclusion”, wherein the latter development got systematized
by the arrival of the passport-market that was established in order “to regulate emigration
(minimizing loss of labor, skills and military personnel) and to identify citizen and Others” (p.124).
Extreme cultural nation-state rivalry came to be depicted in treaties as well, wherein the
characteristics of nation- or state citizens got drafted carefully, leading to massive migration
movements. Because people looked for their own piece of soil on which they did feel these ethnic ties,
that sense of belonging.

And, likewise nowadays, migrants who were encapsulated as minorities, or “exceptions’— ‘misfits’[...]
quickly became scapegoats” (p. 126) during political and economic unstable times at the start of the
twentieth century. Forced migration movements from Eastern Europe were not welcomed, as
European states ventured on aggressive exclusion campaigns (p.127). This then led to well-known
disasters arriving from “such policies - narrow nationalisms[,] which sought to deflect onto migrants
the responsibility for systemic crises” (p.127). It does not seem that lessons have been learned from
this catastrophic phase in history, as nationalistic anti-migrant views in the Global North today appear
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not to deviate from those discussed in the historical analysis of refugeehood in Europe in Chapter 6:
“Towards Disaster”.

Meanwhile, ‘solutions’ offered for refugee movements from the Global South have become fixated on
aid, as politicians in the Global North did not want to address the deeper root causes, as mentioned
earlier in this book review. In the 1990s, the E.U. focused on the main migration donor countries, such
as Afghanistan, Iraq and Somalia “despite a strong formal commitment to tackle mass emigration by
addressing interventions had been ineffectual” (p. 55). On the other hand, there exists a clear need in
the Global North for (in)formal labourers from the Global South, as depicted in Chapter 8. In this sense,
migration movements are dragged in as both the EU as well as North America face a demographic
deficit (p.184). This means that there is an insufficient workforce population to support the
exponentially growing aging population. As it stands, “even the informal [migration labour] networks
have not been able to meet demands for labour” as the E.U. foresaw thirteen million migrants being
needed to support its aging population (p.185).

However, the book often relies on Eurocentric, saviour-like expressions, such as ‘sustainable economic
growth’, and ‘human rights’. It becomes evident from recent global conflicts and critical situations
during migration routes that human rights are often solely extended to populations from the Global
North/West. Additionally, the term ‘sustainable economic growth’ needs to be further dissected:
Economic growth for whom? Sustainable for the local community, or the local ecology? Or sustainable
for migration host states in the Global North? Although the book is rich in content, and Marfleet is a
prominent expert in refugee and migration studies, it sometimes lacks critical perspectives on newly
established Western solutions and expressions regarding refugeehood in the Global South. Historical
analysis of the arrival of sustainable (economic) development practices could be a guide for us to
foresee the meaning of these implemented actions in fruition.
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Abdul Latif Al-Hanashi'nin kitabi, Tunus siyasi diisiincesinin Filistin meselesine iliskin yonlerini ve
Tunuslu Yahudilerin ulusal meselelerle ilgili etkilesimini ele almaktadir. Tunus siyasi diislincesinin
Filistin meselesine iliskin yonlerinin ele alindig1 bu kitap bu ulusal meselenin, 6zellikle Fransiz isgali
sirasinda Tunus’taki ulusal biling ve Arap bilinci tizerindeki etkisinin derecesini belirlemeye
calismakta ve siyasi sOylemin Filistin meselesinin 6éneminin farkindaligindan Siyonizm'in sadece
Filistin’e degil Araplara yonelik tehlikelerinin farkindaligina dogru ilerledigi entelektiiel iklimi
incelemekte ve Filistin’'de yasananlarla ilgili olarak Tunuslularin ilk etkilesimlerini sistematik ve
bilimsel bir yaklasimla sunmaktadir.

Tunus’ta Filistin meselesine deginen calisma ve arastirmalarin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu o dayanisma
soylemlerinin icerigini ya da siyasi soylemin vizyonunu analiz etmeye hi¢c 6nem vermeden,
Tunuslularin Filistin meselesi adina faaliyetlerine ve Filistinlilere duyduklar1 sempatiye odaklandigini
ve sonu¢ olarak Filistin meselesine iliskin farkindaligin ge¢ ve sinirli oldugunu ve 1929’daki Burak
olaylarindan ve Arap diinyasi ile Tunus Ulusal Hareketi arasinda gergek iliskilerin baslangicini temsil
eden Seyh Abdiilaziz Al-Thaalabi'nin 1931’deki Kudiis Konferansi’na katilmasiyla beraber Filistin
meselesinin Tunus’ta daha 6nce var olmayan Siyonizm ile Yahudi azinligin1 6te yandan anayasa grubu
ve Tunus Islam toplumu arasinda temel bulusma veya siirtiisme noktasi haline geldigini ifade etmistir.
Ayrica bu buyiikk ¢ogunluk Filistin meselesine iliskin farkindalifin gecikmesini, Fransiz himaye
yetkililerinin ulusal gazetelere uyguladigi sansiire ve Tunuslularin Filistin’deki olaylarla herhangi bir
etkilesimin engellenmesine baglamis, ayni zamanda derneklerin ve Anayasa Partisi'nin harekete
gecmemesini, gevseklik ve o6zellikle milli giicleri bodlen anlasmazliklardan da kaynaklandigini
belirtmistir (ss.35-36). Bunun nedenlerinin arastirmacidan arastirmaciya farklilik gosterdigini ifade
eden Al-Hanashi kitabinin Tunus’ta Filistin Meselesine Yonelik Siyasi Soylemin Gelisimi (1920-1939)
ana baslik icerisindeki Tunus’taki siyasi sdylemi ele aldig1 ilk bélimde, Tunus’un Filistin meselesi ve
Siyonizm'in tehlikelerinin farkindaliinin 6nemine deginmis ve Siyonist ideoloji konusundaki
farkindaligi ve bunlarin parcalanmasi hususunda siyasi soylemdeki gecikmeye katkida bulunan
faktorleri sunmus ve sdylemin bu konulara dair farkindaliga katkida bulunan faktérleri vurgulamistir.
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Sinem Akgiin

Al-Hanashi, Ingiliz politikasinin Filistin’deki gelisimi béliimiinde oradaki Siyonist faaliyet, siyasi
soylemin bu politikaya iliskin konumu ve Siyonist faaliyetin Filistin’in gelecegine yonelik tehlikesinin
boyutlar1 konusundaki farkindaligin énemi ve Tunus’taki siyasi sOylemin, Filistin’e Yahudi goci
tehlikesinin ve bunun yerli halkin demografik ve ekonomik kosullari iizerindeki yansimalari,
topraklarin Filistinlilerden Siyonistlere yasal ve yasadisi yollardan devredilmesi tehlikesinin lizerinde
durmustur. ingiliz isgaline kars: Filistin direnisinin tezahiirlerine ve Filistin’deki Siyonist projelere
iliskin s0ylem vizyonunun incelendigi boéliimde yazara goére, Tunus’'ta Filistin meselesine yonelik
dayanisma soyleminin igerigi, 6zellikle temel meselelere iliskin goreli homojenlik ile karakterize
ediliyor ve soylemin meselenin boyutlarina ve o6zelliklerine iliskin anlayisi, giderek tiim meseleleri
kapsayacak noktaya ilerliyordu. Tunus’ta Filistin meselesine iliskin siyasi sdylemin sancilari, yerel
kamuoyunun i¢ meselelere iliskin netlesmesi, gelismesi ve derinlesmesi lizerinde etkili olmustur. Diger
béliimde, séylemin Ingiliz yonetiminin énerdigi siyasi ¢oziim projeleri konusundaki konumu ve bu
konuya pratik ¢6zlimler olarak sundugu alternatifler vurgulanmaya ¢alisilmistir. Bu alternatiflerin,
Filistin’in bagimsizligiyla temsil edilen radikal bir ¢6ziim disinda c¢oziilemeyecek olan sorunun
koklerine dair derin bir anlayisi ifade eden cesur, ileriye dontik bir vizyonla ve bagimsiz, demokratik,
laik bir Filistin devletinin insasiyla karakterize edildigi goriisii belirtilmektedir. Tunus’taki siyasi
soylem dis siyasi ve entelektiiel meselelere ve kaygilara agiklikla karakterize edilmektedir. Stiphesiz
Filistin’de yasananlar Tunus’ta yasananlar ile bir karsilastirma yapilmasina olanak saglamistir. Bu da
basli basina dolayl bir siyasi egitim ve tlilkede Fransiz sémiirgeciligine karsi1 direnmeye yonelik ortiili
bir kiskirtmay1 teskil etmis, dolayisiyla sémiirgecilige karsi diren¢ duygusunu temellendirmistir.
Filistin meselesi, 1920’li yillardan itibaren Tunus’ta siyasi s6ylemi mesgul eden en 6nemli meseleler
arasindadir. Tunus’ta Avrupa kokenli bir Yahudi azinligin varligi, s6ylemin Filistin meselesine dair
farkindalik olusturmasinda 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Her ne kadar Tunuslu ulusal partilerin dis
meselelere yonelik sdylemleri sinirli olsa da Filistin meselesine dikkat cekici bir ilgi gostermislerdir. O
dénemde Tunus’taki siyasi séylemin benzersizliginin Siyonist hareketi kinamasi, Siyonist devletin
kurulmasini reddetmesi, Filistinlilerin ve Yahudilerin esit hak ve gorevlere sahip vatandaslar olarak
yasayabilecegi laik, demokratik bir Filistin devleti 6nermesi gibi Filistin ve Yahudi sorunlarinin
¢Oziimiine yonelik sundugu vizyonlarda ve pratik alternatiflerde acik¢a goriilmekte oldugunu belirten
yazar Tunus’ta 1920-1939 yillarindaki Filistin meselesine yonelik siyasi sdylemi, dinamizmi ve tim
konular1 fanatizm ve oOtekini inkar ruhundan uzak, objektif, elestirel bir ruhla ele almasiyla 6ne
ciktigini ifade ederek kitabin ilk boliimiini sonlandirmistir.

ikinci ana baslhik icerisindeki ilk béliimde Al-Hanashi, taksim kararindan énce ortaya atilan yerlesim
projelerinin siyasi séyleme ve tutuma ardindan Filistin’in taksimine iliskin Birlesmis Milletler kararina
dair vizyon ve bu konudaki tutuma deginerek, Tunus’taki siyasi sdylemin 6nerilen Arap ve uluslararasi
siyasi ¢oziim projeleriyle etkilesime girdigini ifade etmektedir. Biiylik Suriye Projesi ve taksim
kararina iliskin cesitli yaklasimlara ve sunulan analizlerin ¢ogunlugunun goreceli olarak dogru
olmasina ragmen, bu yaklasimlarin ¢cogunlugunun bu boyutlardan en 6nemlisi olan hukuki boyutu
gozden kacirdigini ve pek ¢ok uluslararasi hukuk uzmaninin, taksim karar1 verilmesinin Genel
Kurul'un yetkileri disinda oldugunu ve Birlesmis Milletler'in en énemli ilkelerinden biri olan kendi
kaderini tayin etme ilkesine aykir1 oldugunu savundugunu belirtmistir. Diger boliimde Birinci Arap-
Israil savagi, yansimalarini, Tunus’un siyasi sdylemini, 1948-1949’daki yenilgiye yol acan nedenlerin
arasinda demokratik pratigin yoklugu, siyasi otoriter rejimlerin hakimiyeti, ekonomik ve sosyal geri
kalmiglik gibi 6nemli bir¢cok konu vurgulanmistir. Al-Hanashi Tunus’taki siyasi soylemin yenilgiye
teslim olmayarak bunlarin istesinden gelmek icin siyasi birligin federal bicimde saglanmasi ve
partilere calismalarini bu yonde koordine etmeleri ¢agrisinda bulunmak gibi c¢esitli yontem ve pratik
alternatifler 6ne siirmiistiir. Donemin Tunus siyasi sOyleminin genel olarak Filistin’in kurtulusunun
Tunus’un kurtulusundan 6nce gelen 6nemli, temel mesele olarak goriildiigii séylemlerden bellidir.
Diger bollimde yazar, Filistin meselesi ve buna baghh sorunlara iliskin séylemin farkindaliginin
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gelisimini, milli hareketin ana partisiyle Siyonist hareket arasinda ittifakin baslangici ve bunun
siurlariny, Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasi yeni diinya diizeninin tamik oldugu doniisiimler 1siginda
Siyonist devletin kurulusu, uluslararasi politikada oynadig1 rolii incelemistir. Al-Hanashi'ye gore
Tunus’taki siyasi soylem nesnel nedenlerden dolay1 Filistin meselesine olan ilgiden uzaklasirken,
hareketin kazandig1 zaferden sonra o6zellikle Arap tlkelerinde Siyonist faaliyetler c¢ogalmistir.
Yahudileri anavatanlarini terk etmeye ve yeni devlete yerlesmeye tesvik etti ve bu Tunus’ta
Yahudilerle niifusun geri kalani1 arasindaki gerilimin artmasina neden oldu. Bu dénemde Filistin
davasina yonelik siyasi soylemin daha ilimli oldugu soéylenebilir. Yazar Tunus sdyleminin Filistin
kaygilar1 lizerine yogunlastigim ve Birinci Arap-israil savasim, Filistinin mesru taleplerini
gerceklestirmekten daha etkili bir alternatif olarak gordiiglinii, ancak Araplarin ugradigi yenilgi ve
Siyonist hareketin ve miittefiklerinin zaferinin bu sdylemi biiylik bir soka ugrattigin1 belirtmistir.
Ayrica Filistin ve Arap iilkelerinde yasanan gelismeler ve kiiresel doniisiimlerin Tunus’taki bu
soylemin yurt ici ve yurt disindaki algilarini, énceliklerini ve ittifaklarini gézden gecirmesine neden
oldugunu ve bunun sonug¢larindan birisinin ise Filistin meselesine olan ilginin asgari diizeyde
azalttigini ifade etmistir.

Sonug olarak Tunus’un siyasi soylemi 1920’lerin basindan beri Filistin olaylarini takip ediyordu ancak
yasananlarin dogasina iliskin anlayisi, farkindaligi baslangicta sinirliydi. Bir yandan bu konunun
dogasina, diger yandan Siyonizm’in dogasina, hedeflerine iliskin farkindaligin derinlesmesine katkida
bulunan birgok i¢ ve dis faktérle etkilesim halindeydi. Séylem Filistin’deki Ingiliz politikasina, genel
olarak Siyonist faaliyetlere iliskin farkindaligin derinlesmesine katkida bulundu. 1920’lerden bu yana,
soylem iilkedeki Yahudi azinligin Tunuslu kimligini dogrulamistir. Zira Tunus’ta azinlik bir Yahudi
varlif1 mevcuttu ve siyasal katilim, faaliyetler kapsaminda Tunus Ozgiir Anayasa Partisi, Yahudilerin
kendisine katilmasi icin kapiy1 acik birakarak partinin en yiiksek organinda iilkenin Yahudi
seckinlerine iki sandalye ayirmisti. Yahudiler Anayasa Partisi'ne katilma konusunda herhangi bir tepki
gostermemelerine ragmen, onlar1 genel ulusal meselelere dahil etme girisimleri devam etmistir. Ancak
¢ok sayida Yahudi, Tunus ulusal parti ve orgiitlerine alternatif olarak Siyonist hareketin yani sira
Tunus’taki Fransiz sosyalist ve komiinist hareketini de secti. Ayni sekilde Siyonist harekete sempati
duymayan veya karsi ¢ikan, sosyalist parti ve hareketler ¢ercevesinde c¢alisan veya bagimsiz kalan
Tunuslu Yahudiler, baz1 Arap iilkelerinde oldugu gibi Siyonist karsiti dernek veya orgiit kurma
arayisina girmediler. Bu, Tunuslu Miisliimanlarla Yahudiler arasindaki ucurumu, o6zellikle Filistin
meselesi ve Siyonist faaliyetler nedeniyle iki katina ¢ikardi. Tunuslularin ¢ogunlugunun goéziinde
Yahudiler, nesnel olarak Siyonist harekete sempati duyuyorlardi. Tunus séylemi, 1930’larda Filistin
sorununu demokratik zeminde ¢6zmeye calisarak pratik siyasi alternatifler sunmustur. Tunus’ta
Filistin meselesi ve ilgili konulara yonelik siyasi sdylemin parcalanmasi siireci, bu séylemin
vizyonunun pek ¢ok konuda homojen olmadig1 gibi davasinin ¢ikarina olan, bu vizyonlara dayanan
faaliyetlerin hedefleri de Filistin meselesiyle uyumlu degildi. Bu durumun bazi arastirmacilarin
inandig1 gibi, mutlak bir sekilde partilerin entelektiiel, siyasi gegcmisleriyle aciklanamayacagini belirten
Al-Hanashi bu vizyonlarin netlesmesinde rol oynayan seyin cogunlukla ikinci dereceden siyasi
miilahazalarin sonucu oldugunu, belki de Tunus’taki durumu ve ulusal partilerin 6zelliklerini, cogu
zaman bu partilerin Filistin meselesinde dogrudan pozisyon almaktan uzaklasmasina yol actigini,
basta kendisine yakin olanlar olmak iizere Tunus basininin da olaylar1 takip ederek, dogru analizler
yaparak pozisyonlar aldigini, hatta insanlar1 Filistin’i desteklemeye, Siyonizm’e karsi direnmeye
ittigini belirtmistir. Iki anayasal partinin liderleri arasindaki kiiltiirel, sosyal kéken farkliigina ragmen
bu durum her birinin Filistin meselesi ve ilgili meseleler de dahil olmak iizere, genel olarak ulusal ve
yabancilara karsilik pozisyonlarina yansimistir. Tunus’taki siyasi soylem de Filistin meselesinin 2.
Diinya Savasi sonrasinda tanik oldugu tiim olay ve gelismelerle etkilesime girmis, Filistin i¢in tek
¢6zUm ve nihai kurtulus olarak savasi gérmiis ve insanlar bu temelde harekete gecmislerdir. Ancak
Arap liilkelerinin yenilgisi, sdylemi, yenilginin nedenlerini arayarak Filistin meselesine iliskin bazi
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Onermeleri gozden gecirmeye yoOneltmis, bunlarin lstesinden gelmek ic¢in pratik alternatifler
sunmustur.

Buna paralel olarak soylem, uluslararasi degiskenlerin, yeni kiiresel durumun farkindaydi ve
bunlardan yararlanmaya, diisiince ve faaliyetinde 6n plana ¢ikan Tunus ulusal meselesinin yararina
kullanmaya ¢alistigini ifade eden Al-Hanashi ulusal kurtulus asamasinda Tunus’un Filistin meselesine
bakisindaki siyasi soylem bagimsizliktan sonra Filistin meselesini anlamak icin bir referans olusturdu
mu ve bu sOylemin o konuya ve ona bagh konulara yonelik egilimlerinin nasil gelistigi (s.323)
hususundaki iki 6nemli soruyla kitabini sonlandirmistir.
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